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XXII. SUFF ERING of CHRIST, 


They ſpit in bis face. p 
HEN Chriſt had ſuffered the ſtrokes, 


blows, and other bad treatments, 
which rage inſpired his executioners with, 
they uncovered his face; but it was only 


to cover it with ſpittle. This ignominy, 


which is the laſt effort of contempt and 
hatred, appeared fo great to our Saviour, 
that he had clear 1 forctold it, by the mouth 
of his prophet, ſaying: 1 Pave not turned 
away my face from the rebufers and ſpitters. 
Iſai. I. 6.) He himſelf put ſo unheard of 
an affront into the number of the chief 
{ufferings of his pa on, when he declared 
to his apoſtles : that the fon of man ſhould 
be delivered to the Gentile 8, and ſhould e 


mocked, and ſcourged, and ſpit upon. (Luke 
xvili. 32.) The other pains which he en- 


dured are common among men, but this 1s 
extraordinary: and tho' it neither wounds, 
nor kills, yet notwithitanding it 1s very 
ſenſible ; becaule it is extremely ſhameful, 
and ſhews in him that does it, a great deal 
ef impudence and brutality, end an ex- 
treme contempt. of him that ſuffers it. 

It is an incivility among us to ſpit before 
a perſon with whom we freak , we com- 
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2 XXXII. ſuffering of Chriſt. 
monly turn aſide out of reſpect; and there 
are ſome people, who being otherwiſe rude 
and barbarous, would think themſelves af- 
fronted, if one ſhould ſpit in their cham- 
bers. But the Fews, far from having that 
regard to the divine perſon of our Saviour, 
would teſtify to him by that injury, that 
they judged no place more proper for re- 
ceiving the filth which came fromggheir 
mouths, than that ſacred face, whith is 
the object of the eternal veneration and 
contemplation of the bleſſed. 

They added alſo to that contempt a 
thouſand injurious words, calling him curſed, 


impoſtor, blaſphemer, diſturber of the pub- 


lic peace, an enemy of God's law, hypo- 


crite, magician, ſamaritan, poſſeſſed with 
the devil, miniſter of Beelzebub, and gave 
him many other ſuch names, in order to 
juſtify thereby the indignity wherewith 
they treated him. | 

II. Behold what their occupation was, 
during a great part of the night. They 
retired only when they were weary of tor- 
menting our Saviour, who was not wearied 
with ſuffering for them; becauſe he knew 


the need they had of his ſufferings. There- 


fore he turned not away his face to ſhun 
their ſtrokes ;- he neither complained, nor 
reproached them ; and he endured all theje 
affronts with as much meekneſs and good- 
neſs, and with as ſerene a countenance, as 
if he had been receiving ſinners to penance z 

which 
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XXXII. /uffering of Chriſt. 3 
which was the only thing in the wor 1d that 


could give him the greateſt joy. 


III. There is reaſon here for being aſto- 
niſhed, that the ſon of God ſhould have 
been pleaſed to ſuffer things which appear 
to human eyes ſo unworthy of his majeſty ; | 
but our aſtoniſhment will ceaſe, if we ele- 
vate our thoughts to the eternal deſigns of 
God, and conſider with attention and re- 
ſpect the reaſons of that conduct. 

The firſt is, that God being moſt perfect 
in his divine nature, it was fit he ſhould be 
ſo allo, as much as poſſible, in the human 
nature, It was requiſite that the works of 
his humility ſhould correſpond in ſome 
manner to thoſe of his power; and that 
the profoundneſs of his humiliations ſhould 

I as much as poſſible, the greatneſs 

his majeſty. Thereby it is that he ought 

to make us ſenſible of his divinity even in 

his infirmity; to elevate our faith, our 

hope, and our charity; and to diſſipate our 
errors, and enlighten our blindneſs. 

For that reaſon alſo it is, that he invites 


all thoſe that are burthened and labour, to 


come to him, that he may comſort them, 
by diſcovering to them the fountain of all 
good; and he particularly exhorts them to 
imitate his meekneſs and humility, becauſe 
there are infinite treaſures. hidden in the 


practice of theſe two virtues. But that 


none might be excuſed from thence, he has 
been pleaſed to walk before us, humbling 
A 2 himſelf 


4 XXXII. ſuffering of Chriſt. - 
himſelf even to exceſs, and fo far as to be 
able to ſay with the prophet : (P/al. xxi. 7.) 
Jam a worm, and no inan, a reproach of men and 
outcals of the people. Reproach and outcaſt 
are terms which denote the loweſt degree of 
humiliation : for reproach is what with rea- 
{on makes a man bluſh, tho' ne be the moſt 
inſenſible of ſhame ; and outcaſt is what 
deſerves to be deſpiſed, forgotten, thrown' 
down, and trampled under feot by the vileſt 
opulace. 
ehold the ſtate whereto the ſon of God 
is reduced. He is not even content with 
being 'trod under foot by the laſt of men, 
and b the ſlaves of the devil, as a worm 
of the earth; but he was pleaſed allo that 
they ſhould ipit in his face, and cover it 
with a veil; as an Object of horror, and 
unworthy of being looked upon. 
IV. The ſecond reaſon of ſo prodigious 
a humiliation is, that our Seviour: was 
pleaſed to ſatisfy, in the moſt perfect man- 
ner, the divine majelty, offended by the 
ſins of men. And the third reaſon is, that 
he was pleaſed to teach us how we ought to 
humble ourſelves before God, in order to 
appeaſe his wrath, and draw down bis 
mercy. For tho? Chriſt had no reaion of 
humiliation in himſelf, he was pleaſed to 
ſhew ſinſul man to what degree he ought 
to humble himſelf. Lk 
It 1s certain that the fon of Ge d would 
have deſerved all the torments and re- 
| proaches 


XXXII. ſuffering of CL 7 5 


proaches which he was made to endure, 1 
he had been. truly gulity of the crunes 
' whereof he was accuſed; fince, wholiy in- 
nocent as he was, for having volunterily 
taken our iniquities upon himſelf, he bare 
the puniſhment thereof, as if he had really 
committed them. For that reaſon it was 
that he luftered, chains, ſtripes, na alls, the 
croſs, and death itſelf. 

But in order alſo to make every ſinner 
comprehend what he ought to thi; hh Oi, his 
fin, and the judgment God paſſes thereon, 
Chriſt ſufiered them to ſpit 3 in his face ; 20d 
has taught us thereby,. that he who does 
not abhor his crimes, and 15 not coniounded 
therewith in the ſight of God, is v orthy 
of the horror, FORM, and execration C 
all creatures... 

V. It is eaſy to judge, from all that has 
been faid, with what ſpirit ſo many holy 
perlonazes were animated, who have car- 
neftly fought reproaches, and received them 
joyfully. There have even been many ſuch 
who were unwilling to ſhun, when they 
might, a cruel and thameful de ath, where- 
with they were threatened ; becauſe being 
enlightened by God, they knew themſelves 
perlectly well; faw what was due to a na- 
ture always inclinedito evil, and capable of 
the greateſt diſorders. In this view they 
OfHe red themſelves. to every thing that could 
humble them. They: eſteemed themſelves 
unworthy. for. the earth to ſupport them; 
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6 XXXII. ſuffering of Chriſt. 

the ſun to enlighten them, and for any 
creature to bear with them ; and when they 
came to conſider that Chriſt had been abu- 
{ed by their fins, there was no humiliation 
but what appeared to them infinitely below 
what they delerved. 

Such were the ſentiments of thoſe truly 
chriſtian men, whom our Saviour had filled 
with his ſpirit. Tho' they were far leſs 
finners than we, yet they were much greater 
penitents. 

What then ought thoſe to think of them- 
ſelves, who are given up to all manner of 
crimes, and refuſe nothing to their irre- 
gular appetites? Let them at leaſt ſome- 
times make this reflexion, that the ſame 
Lord who has done and ſuffered fo much 
for them, and has reduced himſelf, for the 
love of them, to ſo prodigious an exceſs 
of contempt and objection, will one day 
deſpiſe them in his wrath, and condemn 
them to an eternal reproach, with ſo much 
the more rigour, as he has expreſſed the 
more tenderneſs to them. They will then 
clearly ſee, but too late, how much he de- 
teſts ſin, to which they were ſo much ad- 
dicted ; fince, in order to puniſh it, he 
. ſouls to eternal puniſhments, 
whom he has loved fo far as to ſacrifice his 
honour and life for their ſalvation. 

VI. In fine our Lord was pleaſed to en- 
dure all thoſe ignominies for the conſola- 


tion of his ſervants, whom the world com- 
monly 


XXXII. ſuffering of Cbriſt. 7 
monly treats with ſo much contempt. He 
has prepared them, as one may ſay, in 
that face covered with reproaches, a ſecure 
aſylum, whither they may retire, when, as 
worms of the earth, they ſhall be trod un- 
der foot by worldlings. It is thoſe good 
people whom David ſpeaks of, when he 
fays: (P/al. xxx. 21.) Thou ſhalt hide them 
in the ſecret of thy countenance, from the di- 
frurbance of men. Thou ſhalt protect them in 
thy tabernacle, from the contradiction of tongues. 
Since there 15 nothing more open in man 
than his countenance, how comes the pro- 
phet to affirm that our Lord will hide his 
own in the ſecret of his countenance ? Ir is 
becauſe faithful and enlightened ſouls diſco- 
ver under that bruiſed and affronted face, 

a moſt divine beauty ; and when they have 
once known. it, they retire thither, adhere 
to it, and repoſe therein; and no longer 
fear the perſecutions of the world. 

VII. For Chriſt, wholly disfigured as 
he is, is not ſo hidden, but that he makes 
Faithful ſouls, even thorough his reproaches, 
ſenſible of the charms of his beauty. St. 
Peter, after having proteſted with a raſh 
confidence, that he would ſooner die than 
renounce his maſter, being interrogated in 
Annas's - houſe, whether he was Chriſt's 
diſciple, anfwered that he knew him not. 
He alſo gave the ſame anſwer twice at Cai- 
pbas's houſe, at the very time when our 

5 "2:08: Saviour 


$ Contemplation n XXXII. ſuffering. 
Saviour was fuſſering all the affronts of 
which we have ſpoken. 

Then that apoſtle illuminated with a dio 
vine light, and prevented with a grace, 
without, which he ſhould have per ſevered 
in his fin until death, began to enter again, 
into himſelf, was penetrated with ſorrow 
and confuſion, quitted the occaſion which 
had made him fall into it, wept. bitterly, 

and humbly begged. pardon.; and his pe- 
nance was the firſt fruit- of the i ignominies 
which our Saviour endured: to teach us 
all, in the perſon of him who was to be: 
the viſible head of his church, that if we 
do not reſiſt the light which proceeds from 
the eyes of Jeſus ſuffering: and dying, we: 
ſhall ſoon be ſenſible that all our happineſs 
procceds from his reproaches ; and that he. 
has left a treaſure of grace and peace in ab- 
jection, which the world does not find: 
therein, and which is only reſerved for. 
thoſe Who are meek and humble of heart. 


CONTEMPLATION 


On riß deſpiſed and affronted. 
& Ju Saviour ! who. knoweſt my evils, © 


and who alone art capable of healing 
Og „infinite thanks be given to thee, for 


having applied ſo efficacious a remedy 
thereto, 
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 Contentptution on X XXII. /affering 9: 


tkereto. .I,look upon my fins as ſmall! 


evils; becauſe I have NEVE weil compre- 
hended either the injury they do me, the 
majeſty they offend, or the remedy Which 


they ſtand in need of. Thou ſeeſt, O eter- 


nal e the greatneſs of my evil; 
and therefore thou offereſt me violent re- 
medies, and wilt have me make uſe of ſor- 
row, humiliation, and contempt of myſelf, 
for tearing from my heart ſelf-love, Which. 
is deeply rooted therein, and the eſteem of 
thoſe things which ſeparate me from these. 


But becauſe thou haſt taken upon-thyſelf 


the expiation of my ſins, thou haſt ſuffered. 
them to work in thee what they ought to, 
do in me. 

I have diskgured thy image in myſelf, : 
0 thou life of my ſoul! I have defiled my- 
ſelf with a thouſand crimes; and in order: 
to wah me from them, lomething was re- 


quiſite that was ſtill viler, and more ſhame- 


ful than every thing I had loved contrary. 
to thy law, But thou,. O my God! who 


art the ſovereign. purity, what need haft 
thou of. being purified, .t that thou ſhouldſt. 


{uffer: auch horrible humiliations? „Why; 


wouldſt thou have that adorable face to 
be covered with ſpittle, as if it were; the.” 
tlling in the world the moſt worth J of:con-. 
| tempt; ; ande by wouldit. thoube treated. 


28 the laſt oC men 2 


II. O. my only gbd. O. my; eternal. 


Wüppidefs Is there any thing N 5 thy 
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10 Contemplation on XXXII. ſuffering. 
perion ? Is there any thing to be found in 
thy converſation, that can give diſguſt? 
Can men hate what is good, and abhor 
what is amiable ? It is to me, O my God! 
that ſuch treatment is due. Thy enemies 
can put no affront upon me that I have not 
deſerved; ſince I have forſaken, like the 
prodigal child, the abundance and delights 
of thy houſe, to run after the food of 
ſwine; have preferred vain amuſements to 
thy converſation, and mean and periſhing 
pleaſures to thy friendſhip, embraces, and 
all the bleſſings thou giveſt me, and which 
thou promiſeſt me. It is I, O Lord ! who 
deſerve chat all men ſhould ſpit in my face, 
and that all creatures ſhould treat me as an 
abominable ſinner, and unworthy of being 
regarded. And nevertheleſs, O merciful 
father | thou preſenteſt thy ſacred face, to 
receive the affronts which are due to me; 
and abaſeſt thy majeſty to the humiliations 
which I have deſerved. | 

Loet me ſuffer thoſe ignominies, O thou 
God of my foul! or if thou art reſolved 
to ſuffer them for me, give me ſtrength at 
leaſt to do interiorly what thou endureſt ex- 
teriorly; and to have as much contempt 
and horror of every thing that can ſeparate 
me from thee, as thy executioners expreſs 
for thee. Inſpire me with a general diſguſt 
of the world and its pleaſures; teach me 


to hate myſelf, as much as I deſerve to be 
| | hated, 


| hated, after having ſo baſely abandoned 

thee, O ſource of eternal goods 
III. I make this prayer to thee, O my 

God ! becauſe I feel the weight of my cor- 


ruption, and becauſe my heart, earthly of 
its own nature, and yet more earthly by 


the ſins it has committed, loves only thoſe 
things which reſemble it. But ſince thou 
haſt created it for other” goods, make it 
love them; and produce in it the fruit of 
thy ignominies. It is to exalt me, O Lord! 
that thou haſt humbled thiyſelf; it is to 
make me comprehend how worthy wg are 
of contempt, when we depart from thee, 
that thou haſt been pleaſed to be deſpiſed, 
lo far as to ſuffer the higheſt indignities. Is 


: it poſſible that I ſhould fee thy humiliati- 
bons, and not defire that all the world ſhould 


know me for what I am, and treat me as 
thou waſt treated for me, O my Lord and 


my God! 5 


But alas! I do quite the contrary of 
what thou teacheſt me. I ſtill eſteem my- 
ſelf, in ſpite of all the reaſons I have for 

deſpiſing myſelf; and I am unwilling to be 
for thee, in the ſtate wherein thou art for 
me. O miſery, O meanneſs, O baſenels; 
of my ſoul! when wilt thou take me out 
of this mire, O Lord! when ſhal! I depart. 
from myſelf, to ſee myſelf ſuch as I am: 


and to hate myſelf as I ought ?- Send forth” 


thy light and thy trutb, (Pal. xlii. 3.) that 


it may make me enter into the knowledge 
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of thy perfections: for. I ſhall not depart- 
from myſelf, but ſo far as I ſhall eh; 
to thee. 

As for thee, O Lord! wha knoweſt me 
perfectly, what couldſt thou do more, than. 
to ſnew me in thy abuſed perſon, and upon 
thy disfigured face, the true ſtate of my 
interior, "and the manner in which L ought . 
to treat myſelf ? But wretched that I am, 
I feel not my evil; nor-can I deliver hey : 
from, myſelf. Have mercy on me, O Lord 
have mercy on me. 

IV. Thou hadſt good reaſon to ſay, by. 
the Mouth. of thy prophet, O my God! 
(P/al. xxi. 7.) 1 am a worm and ud man. 
For thou Volt not only reduced thyſelf to- 
the ſtate of a worm of the carth, Which 
every one tramples upon, which is equally 
deſpiſed by great and ſmall, good and bad, 
men and beaſts z, but. how haſt alſo been 
pleaſed that thy ſacred face ſhould be co- 
vered with filth and ignominy. O king of 
glory. O only ſon af. the. eternal father! 
4 thou compare thyſelf to, any thing 
more contemptible than, a, worm of the. 
earth h? 1 25 Lord !. thou. neededſt but 
1 t9..compare, thyſelf to. me, thou. ſhouldſt. 
1 have found nothing To mean, nor ſo worthy , 
4 of contempt in univerſal nature: for I am, 
but a dunghil, and a heap of corruption 
1 within, and without, Wh 
| BY. "What ſoall <: render, thee, 0 Lord . 
1 fir, all” things then.” . haſt . rendered to, mes 
. (Pſal. 
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'Pfal. cxv. 3.) Methinks I have nothing; 
to give thee; and-yet I know. very well 
what thou requireft of me. It is myſelf 
thou wouldit- have, O--Lord 1: Why. Jost. 
thou not then this moment take poſſeſſion, 
of my ſoul? But perhaps thou doſt not. 
take me, O my God ! becauſe thou haſt, 
created me free, and wilt not do me vio-- 


lence. O unhappy fr eedom which I make 


uſe of only for deſtroying myſelf! Thou. 
waiteſt till I give, myſelf to thee : behold: 


me here, O thou, God of 11 heart! be- 


hold me. here, O0 my life! behold me 


here, O my Jeſus! ſend me all the affronts: 


- Vchich thou ſhalt judge profitable for my, 


ſalvation. Govern me according to thy- 


will, fince I abuſe my own. in offending: 


thec. 


* offer myſelf, to thee with all, my. x _ 

I. reſign, myſelf entirely to thy, providence, ” 
do with. me what thou pleaſeſt, burn; cut, 
comfort, afflict, humble, or exalt me ac- 
cording. to thy good. pleaſure. The only 
favour | beg of thee is, .that I may never 
withdraw; myſelf from thy conduct. Con- 
frm this, OG od | which. thou. haſt wrought in · 
(Pfal. Ixvii. 29.) Accompliſh, by thy- 

4 856 the will which thou inſpireſt. me 
| with, t that being perſuaded notliing ſhall- 
happen to me, but by the ſweet diſpoſition- 
af thy providence, and that my happineſs 
08 life conſiſts 1 in baying, b Other nit: 
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but thine, I may never will any ching but 
what thou willeſt. 

VI. Teach me, O Lord! one thing 
which I deſire to know of thee ; inſtruct 
my ignorance, fince thou art my maſter, 
and wilt not have me to hear any other but 
thee. As worms are formed and nouriſhed 
with dirt, haſt thou not annihilated thyſelf 
fo far as to become in ſome manner the 
dirt and filth of the world, that a worm of 
the earth, ſuch as J am, might find in thee 
its food and life ! Even as thou waſt born: 
in a manger betwixt two beaſts to teach 
men, who were become like beaſts by the 
baſeneſs of their deſires, that they might 
approach unto and be fed with thee. Thou. 
haſt alſo been pleaſed perhaps that my ſoul, 
being accuſtomed to ho e mean things of the 
earth, might procure from thy humiliations. 
a food which was ſuitable to it. Yes, O 
Lo:d! thou wilt have it {6 ; thou haſt not 
humbled thyſelf thus, but for fear the op- 
poſition of thy greatneſs and my meanneſs,. 
ſhould ſeparate me from thee. Thy deſign- 
was, that I ſeeing thee deſpiſed by men, 
might love thy contempts, after. having loſt - 
thro? my fault the reliſh- of thy greatneſs. 
Thus it is, O my God! that thou always 
accommodateſt thyſelE to the neceſſities and 
weakneſs of my foul. 

Thou art come to. me, becauſe I could- 
not go to thee, Thou haſt taken upon thee: 
all my — becauſe. I was incapable of 
== Laing 
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ſatisfying them of myſelf :: and thou art 
become my food in a thouſand different: 
manners, that in ſome of them I might re- 
3 liſh thee. | How can J behold all thoſe ad- 
mirable inventions of thy love, and not 
burn with love for thee, nor be charmed 
with thy humiliations? Pure fouls. find 
therein an. ineffable ſweetneſs, and a ſolid 
nouriſhment, which are not to be met with 
in things that are poſſeſſed out of thee. 
That myſterious bread. which gave the 
prophet Elias ſufficient ſtrength for walking 
forty days, and for arriving at the top of 
mount Horeb, where he ſaw the Lord, was 
a cake baked under the aſhes. (3 Kings 
xix.) Thus it is, O my God. that thy 
beauty is hidden under reproaches, thy 
power under infirmity, and: thy glory un- 
der 1gnominy.; and that thy faithful ſer- 
yants find under thoſe aſhes their nouriſn- 
ment and ftrength. All the reproaches 
3 wherewith thou art covered, cannot en- 
* tirely conceal thee; I diſcover thee therein, 
totally blind as I am; I adore thee therein 
as my Lord and my God, as my king, as 
the moſt beautiful and amiable of the chil- 
dren of men, and as the moſt delicious 
food of my ſoul. 
When ſh-11 I be ſo happy as to be filled 
therewith, and to be no longer able to feed 
myſelf with any other food ? Thou art, O 
my Saviour! the tree of knowledge of good 
and evil, whole fruit opens the eyes, and 
£ | | commu- 
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communicates: light. Thou art the tree of 
life, whole virtue repairs all our ſtrength: | 
there proceeds. from that bark, however 
hard and dry it may appear, ia balm inf 
nitely precious. When wilt thou gam me, 
O. my Got! by the odour of ſo ſweet a 
prſumè? Earthly meats are converted into 
the ſubſtance of him that eats them; but 
the ſoul that taſtes thee, O heavenly bread! 
is wholly: transformed into thee.) Work 
this change by the power of thy grace; 
grant that the deſire of thyſelf, may induce- 
me to embrace thy contempts, to, deſpiſe 
and hate: myſelf, for the love ol the. May 
L acknowledge myſelf ſuch as I am, and 
maß all ereatures treat me. as I deſerve. 

„But, if thy goodneſs has ordzined other- 
wiſez 1andgily thou haſt refolved to tpare my 
weakneſs t at leaſt, O Lord! never per- 
mit: me to eſteemmmyſelſ, after having ſeen- 
the covered withireproaches.” There it is: 
that thou art veriſy a hidden God; and there- 
it is that all thoſe find thee Who ſeck thee? 
there: in the ſimplicity of their heart, O 
thou , glory and. n ous — ſaul U . 
Alti 159) 2 oideimns bus Tal ; 

dere 

0 queen of angels? O. — hand-! 
maĩd of our Eord! "you. who! know by your” 
own. experience, the: happineſs of being? 
umbled.tor Bis love ::he-chote your for his: 

herz. when he was pleaſed to:become'/ at 


warm ob the: earth and the reproach! ee 
iin | Menz, 


XXXIII. ſuffering of Chriſt. 17 
men; becauſe you were the moſt humble 
of all creatures. The great favours be- 
ftowed upon you, did not puff up your 
heart, nor diminiſh any thing in you of the 
mean ſentiments you had of yourſelf... You 
did not receive all thoſe treaſures of graces 
for yourſelf alone; be mindful of this, mi- 
ſerable ſinner, O mother of mercy | Aſſiſt 
me to get out of the abyſs wherein my {ins 
have plunged me. Obtain me the light 
J have need of for knowing Chriſt, the 
grace of loving his humiliations, and the 
{ſtrength of ſuffering thoſe that befal me: 

Angels of heaven! ye who openly behold 
the majeſty of that adorable countenance. 

Bleſſed ſouls ! who after having loved the 
reproaches of. our Saviour on earth, enjoy 
the fruits thereof in heaven; beg of him 
for me the grace of perſevering until death, 

in the deſires which he inſpires me with, of 
imitnting him. Amen. 4 7 51 
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36 he prifen. 


\H E princes of the people, the prieſts, 
the doctors of the law, and the Pha- 


riſees wearied with tormenting our Savi-- 
our, 


- *. : 
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our, by falſe witneſſes, inſults, and a thou- 
ſand other kinds of abuſes, retired to their 
own houſes, in order to meet again the 
next day, commanding the ſoldiers to keep 
a ſtrict guard over him that night. 

There is reaſon to believe that the ha- 
tred, wherewith they were animated, did 
not permit them to take much reſt that 
night; and being wholly poſſeſſed with 
the deſign of deſtroying Chriſt, they thought 
only on what they might do or ſay againſt 
him in the aſſembly. For, as malice ne- 
ver yields, nor ſubmits itſelf to the known 
truth, ſo it is only ſatisfied when it ſees all 
the evil which it has defired. A heart, de- 
termined to wickedneſs, and deprived of 
God's grace, is, according to the expreſ- 
ſion of the ſcripture, obſtinate, inflexible, 
and Hard as hell, which torments perpetual- 
ly, and never ſays, it is enough.. (Cant. 

Thoſe paſſionate judges had not only 
toft all ſenſe of human compaſſion, but 
ſuch beginnings ſo favourable to their 
deſign, far from mitigating their hatred, 
did but augment in them the deſire of ſee- 
ing it entirely ſatisfied. Thus the remain- 
ing part of the night ſeemed long to them, 
tho” it was then almoſt ſpent : for the cock 
had already crowed thrice; and St. Peter, 

enetrated with ſorrow, had retired to weep 
or his ſin, having left his maſter in the 
hands of the ſoldiers. 8 
H. But. 
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II. But becauſe that Chriſt had been ac- 
cuſed of magic, on account of the won- 
derful works he had wrought before their 
eyes; they were not content with ſetting 
guards over him, and binding him cloſely ; 
they alſo ſhut him in a ſecure place, con- 
tinually fearing leſt he ſhould eſcape from 
them. It was then that time of year, when 
the ſun rifes at ſix; and that hour was 
called by the Fewws, the firſt hour of the 
day; becauſe they began to reckon their 
hours from the ſun's riſing. Altho' the 
day was near approaching, that ſhort part 
of the night which remained would have 
ſeemed very long to every other priſoner : 
for beſides, the ſon of God not having in 
priſon where to lay his head, he was ex- 
tremely weakened by the bloody ſwear he 


had had in the garden, by the length of 


way they had made him walk, rudely drag- 
ing him in the ſtreets of Feruſalem, by the 
chains wherewith they had loaded him, 
and by the ſtrokes, blows, and other bad 
treatments which he had received. The 
ſoldiers likewiſe inſtigated by the devil, 


and excited by the reward which the prieſts 


had promiſed them, allowed not our Sa- 

viour one ſingle moment of reſt, and re- 

lieved one another in tormenting him. 
III. When the maſters were retired, all 


the ſervants, who were then free from their 


ſervice, ran at the novelty of the ſpectacle, 


being deſirous to ſee that man who was ſo 
FR much. 


. 
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much ſpoken of, joined themſelves to thoſe 
that ill-treated him, renewed the affronts 
he had already ſuffered, and alſo invented 
new ones. At leaſt, we know by the pro- 
phets, that there was none that had com- 
paſſion on him; and that, inſtead of thoſe 
comforting words, which are commonly 
ſaid to thoſe that fuller, he heard nothing 
but injuries and bla ſphemics. 

There are even many holy. perſonages, 
who look upon that cruel night, as one of 
the greateſt torments of cur Saviour's paſ- 
ſion. They affirm, that if the evangeliſts 
have not given a particular account of eve⸗ 
ry thing he then ſuffered, it is becauſe it 
was eaſy to the faith and love of the faith- 
ful, to conjecture a part thereof; and that 
we ſhall alſo diſcover in Chriſt, at the day 
of the general judgment, an infinite trea- 
ſure of mercies, which are unknown to us 
in this life. For, from an immenſe ocean 
of divine love, nothing could gow but 
floods of ſufferings. He himſelf compares 
them, by David's mouth, to a dreadful 
tempeſt, which ſwallow'd him up without 
drowning him. I am come. ſays he, into 
the depth of the ſea; and a e bas o 
helme me (Pſ. Ixviii. 3.) . j 

IV. Amongſt all theſe: affroncs; our Sa- 
viour was felent: he ſuffered them patient- 
ly, and prepared himſelf to 'fuffer ſtill grea- 
ter; becauſe his love became ſtronger by 
the. hated of his enemies. He baved men, 
r and 
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and even his perſecutors, with an infinite 
love ; and whilſt they omitted nothing for 
deſtroying him, that love was nouriſhed 
with the "Gefire of ſuffering ſtill more for 
them. As nothing diſcompoſed the ſere- 
nity of mind in him, ſo his body and 
ſenſes ſuffered pain in its whole extent. 
And'thus he accompliſhed with tranquility 
and perfection at the ſame time, the work 
of the rede mption of mankind, in the ſight 
of God his father ; joining to moſt fervent 
prayers, an entire reſignation, in every 
thing that was requiſite to be ſuffered by 
him or finners. 

This is, perhaps, what has duct the 
ſervants of God, to conſider thoſe hours 
which precede t the ſun's riſing, as the pro- 
pereſt time for prayer, that they might 
then unite themſelves to Jeſus ſuffering an 
praying. For in the midit of his greateſt 
pains, and in the ſilence of the night, he 
ſtill fhed, for the fouls whom he cen 
tears of love, which thoſe that ſaw them flow 
knew not the true cauſe of. But becauſe 
we have all a ſhare in that ſuperabundan 
redemption, fo we may all have recourſe” 5 
Chrict, as to a good that belongs to us, in 
order to give thank sto God in tne pains 
vic ſufker, in the love he ini ires us with, 
and in the bleſſi. ngs wherewith he prevents 
us; and we find i in Chriſt a heart fo full of 
goodneſs, that though he himſelf foun 
no one to comfort him in his ſufferings, or 
* TE that 
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that was touched with any ſentiment of 
compaſſion , yet that which we now feel 
in meditating upon them, is no leſs agree- 
able to him, than if we had felt it at the 
very time when he ſuffered. 

V. But that divine Saviour, by the in- 
terior occupation, and the fervent prayer 
with which he accompanied all his ſuffer- 
ings, teaches the children of Adam in an 
admirable manner, whoſe life is full of 
miſeries, where they ought to ſeek their 
only and true conſolation ; and that they 


cannot find it but in God alone, by the 


means of prayer. 
There are two things which render the 


accidents of life inſupportable. The firſt is, 


not to diſcern the hand of God, which al- 


ways diſpenſes them with weight and mea- 
ſure, in the view of our advantage. The 
ſecond is, not to have recourſe immediate- 
ly to him, who alone can deliver us from 
them, or give us grace to make a good 
ule of them. Almoſt our whole life is 
ſpent in ſhunning labour, and ſeeking eaſe; 
but as we are on earth in a place of baniſh- 
ment, we have therein ſo many enemies 
without us, and ſo much weakneſs within 
us, that we can neither avoid the evils 
which purſue us,. nor find the repoſe we 
8 

Men who, for the moſt part, live in for- 
getfulneſs of God, and have no interior 


communication with him, do not lift up 
their 


-FY 
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their eyes to heaven in time of tribulation ; 
they ſeek about themſelves for the cauſe of 
the pains which they endure; ſometimes 
they attribute them to chance, and their own 
misfortune; ſometimes to men's malice ; 
or elſe they apply remedies thereto, which 
are worſe than the evil itſelf; or, in fine, 
they allow themſelves to be overwhelmed 
with grief, and thus falling from one evil 
into another, they ſpend their life without 
joy, and without merit at the fame time. 

VI. For the remedies to which they 
have recourſe, are almoſt ever equally un- 
profitable both for time and eternity; be- 
cauſe they ſeek for them amongſt the falſe 

leaſures of the world, where there 1s no- 
thing ſolid, or that can ſerve for any pur- 
poſe but to render death more bitter and 
dangerous to us; whereas thoſe who treat 
interiorly with God, draw pure waters 
from the fountains of our Saviour, and 
take from the meditation of his life the 
rules of their conduct, are eſtabliſhed upon 
a firm rock. They believe with a firm 
faith, that. the evils which befal them on 
earth, are preſents from the hand of God, 
with which they may merit heaven. 

Thus in all their afflictions, from what 
ſide ſoever they come, in ſpite of the reſiſt- 
ance of nature, they acknowledge, adore 
and kils, with love and reſpect, that pater- 
nal hand which ſtrikes them ; and always 
carry their thoughts beyond the inſtru- 


ments 
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ments which God makes uſe of for cha- 
ſtiſing his children; becauſe they Know 
that no man can hurt them, but fo far as God 

ermits him.; that-this permiſſion does not 
extend beyond the body, and that God has 
reſerved to himſelf the power of rendering 
a ſoul happy or miſerable. 4 

In this view of faith, the interior man 

offers himſelf to God; adheres to him with 
a pure love, and humble ſubmiſſion; aban- 
dons himſelf entirely to his providence ; 
receives from his hand every aMiction that 
befals him; regards the croſs as the way 
which leads to life, and ſeverely retrench- 
ing every thing that retards him, or turns 
him out of it; he thinks on nothing but 
how, to become like Jeſus ſuffering, in 
whom alone he finds his true conſolation. 
For there are properly none but thoſe who 
diſguſted with this life, ſigh after the o- 
ther; and who. are only pofleſſed with the 
deſire of pleaſing God, can enjoy upon 
earth that ſolid joy, which may be called 
the beginning of a happy eternity. 

VII. As the hoty icripture, the i 
and examples of the ſaints clearly prove 
this truth, I will content myſelf with fſaying 
here, in a few words, what experience teaches 
us thereon. Let 520 men be compared to- 

ether, one of whom lives in a forgetful- 
neſs of God, and is employed only about 
himſelf; the other forgetting himſelf, paſſes 


his life in an amorous reſignation of him- 
ſelf 
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ſelf into the hands of God; and let us ef- 
terwards judge which of the two is the 
moſt equal, calm, and content, in the vi- 
ciflitudes of this world: it cannot be doubt- 
ed but it is the laſt; ſince he has found the 
way to true repoſe. | 


** 
A 


CONTEMPLATION 


On Chriſt impriſoned. 


T HERE have they put thee, O 
thou God of my ſoul! Why art 
thou in the place of this ſinner? How 
comes it that they load thee with chains, 
and leave me at liberty? What means that? 
Art thou not, O my Jeſus! the Lord 
ſtrong and powerful, in whom David glo- 
ried, that Lord who looſeth the fettered £ 
Art not thou he whom the Jews ſo often 
attempted to ſeize and to ſtone, without 
being able to do either the one or the 
other? Art thou then become weak, O di- 
vine ſtrength ! Is thy ſtrength in thy hair, 
as Sampſon's was? how could they impri- 
ſon thee ? Nothing but love, O my Sa- 
viour! was capable of ſeizing thee, of 
binding thee, and of confining thee, I 
7 adore that incomprehenſible love, which 
cannot be ſatiated with ſufferings, nor full 
ſatisfied, till it has accompliſhed the work 
of my ſalvation. ES 
yok HE. © B Take 
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Take at leaſt, O Lord! ſome hours reſt; 
breathe a moment after ſo painful a night. 
Men and beaſts have the night time to re- 
freſh themſelves in, and thou ſpendeſt it 
all entirely in ſuffering. Let me take thy 


place, and receive the affronts which they 


are ſtill preparing for thee. But ſince thou 
wilt not; and ſince I behold thee loaded 
with chains, and overwhelmed with fatigues, 


caſt upon me at leaſt, before thou art taken 


out of that ,priſon, one of thoſe looks 
which penetrated the heart of thy apoſtle. 
Mine fighs towards thee, from the bottom 


of its miſery, and implores thy mercy. 


Regard my neceſſities, O Lord! and ſend 
upon me that ſpirit which may make me feel 


thy pains, and imitate thy virtues. 


II. Is not the day ſufficient for thee, O 


my God ! for accompliſhing the work of 


our redemption, without employing the 


night allo therein? Thieves deprive them- 


ſelves of reſt in the night, in order to obtain 
what they deſire ; and thou, O Lord! art 
intent day and night on ſeeking an entrance 
mto my heart. Loſe not thy reſt on that 
account. Behold this heart which thou 
deſireſt; ſnatch it from the creatures which 
poſſels it; carry it away with thee ; eſta- 
bliſh thy abode in it; and take thy reſt 


therein, after ſo many labours. Hearken 


to the voice of 1ts miſery and deſires. Be 
more attentive to the faith and love which 
thou inſpireſt me with, than to the blaſ- 

a phe- 
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phemies which thoſe impious people vomit 


out againſt thee. 

III. Forget, O Lord! the weight of thy 
chains, ſince they deliver me from the 
weight of my ſins. Forget the obduracy 
of thoſe hearts, which love thee not, and 
are not touched with thy torments ; and 
caſt thy eyes upon this : wholly defiled, 
and miſerable as it is, thou haſt enlighten- 
ed it with the lights of faith; it would 
gladly be able to comfort thee, to ſhare 
thy reproaches with thee, and to receive 
thee within itſelf. J own that this abode 


is unworthy of thee ; but thou art expect- 


ed there, O Lord ! thou art defired there : 

repoſe therein, at leaſt, during the time of 
tay captivity. Thou ſhalt be lefs ill-trea- 
ted there, than thou art amongſt thoſe 
blind people: for in fine, ſuch as 5 Iam, I 
acknowledge thee for my true, only, and 
ſovereign good. Thou canft, in the ſhort 
time thou haft yet to remain in that pri- 
fon, fill me with thy love, and lead me 
afterwards with thee into the other places 
where thou art to ſuffer. | 
I cannot expreſs all that my heart de- 
ſires; but thou knoweſt it, O Lord ! fince 
it is thou who inſpireſt me therewith; ac- 
compliſh it, ſince thou canſt. Produce in 
my foul the fruits of thy captivity, chains, 
affronts, and of the love wherewith thou 
endureſt them. And tho' I be the cauſe 
thereof, ſhew in me how far thy mercy 1s 


above my ſins. B 2 IV. 
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IV. I neither doubt of the love thou 
haſt for me, O thou ſalvation of my ſoul ! 
nor of the goodneſs with which thou art 
willing to pardon me, and to receive me 
into thy friendſhip. But I am diffident of 
myſelf, and of the inclination which in- 
duces me to evil: I am always afraid leſt 
it ſhould ſeparate me from thee, and ren- 
der me unworthy of thy grace. But ſince 
thou haſt left me penance as a remedy for 
my evils, and a plank in my ſhip-wreck, 
I conjure thee, O my Saviour! by the 
chains wherewith thou art loaded, to break 
mine, and to hear the ſorrowful confeſſion 
I make thee of my miſery. 

Pardon me, O Lord! the ſhare I have 
in thy bonds and priſon. I know I am 
the — thereof, and that the captivity 
thou ſuffereſt is the effect of my criminal 
liberty. Pardon me the too free thoughts 
to which I have let my mind give way. 
Pardon me the liberty of my tongue, which 
has made ſo many wounds in my ſoul. 
Pardon me the liberty of my ſenſes, which 
has ſo often ſeparated me from thee. Par- 
don me the lukewarmneſs wherewith I have 
loved thee, the negligence with which I have 
ſerved thee, and the licentiouſneſs of a heart 
always divided by a thouſand affections 
contrary to thy law. 

I condemn before thee, O my God! all 


the diſorders of my lite; and I confeſs, in 
y 
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the ſight of heaven and earth, that I have 
sbuſed, in offending thee, the free will 
which thou. hadſt given me, in order to 
ſerve thee. Have mercy on me, O father 
of mercy | grant that thoſe tormentors of 
thine may ſeize me, bind me, and impri- 
ſon me, ſince thou ſeeſt J deftroy myſelf 
when I am free. O that I were tree only 
for doing good ! May I be rather a captive 
for thee, and with thee, O my God ! than 
free at a diſtance from thee. 

V. But ſince the bad uſe I have randy 
of my liberty, has occaſioned thee ſuch. 
great pains, ſuffer me at leaſt to bear a 
part of them. I return my liberty into 
thy hands; it is thine, ſince thou gaveſt it 
to me; and it is re-\onable I ſhould be de- 
prived of it, ſince I have abuſed it ſo long. 
J reſtore it therefore to thee, O Lord ; re- 
ceive it by thy mercy ; give it not to me 
again, even tho' I ſhould beg it of thee; 
and confide no longer in a perfidious per- 
ſon, that has ſo often betrayed thee. But 
do thou, O my Jeſus! who art the.way, 
the truth and the life; ſpeak by my tongue; 
ſee by my eyes; hear by my ears; and go- 
vern my interior and exterior ſenſes; be 
the principle of all my motions, draw all 
my thoughts to thee ; eſtabliſh thy abode 
in my heart; attach me for ever to thy 
ſervice. I caſt myſelf at thy feet as Mag- 
dalen; I embrace them with all my heart; 
J amorouſly ſalute thoſe chains with which 
B23 1 
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thou art loaded; and I adore the affronts 
which thou endureſt for my falvation. 

O that thou wouldſt chain me, and 
wouldſt draw me after thee, by the bonds 
of thy charity! O that in the midſt of the 
profound ſilence which thou obſerveſt, 
thou wouldſt make me hear the ſweetneſs 
of thy voice! O that thou wouldſt ſay to 
my ſoul ; Thy ins are forgiven thee, becauſe 
thou haſt loved much (Luke vii. 47.). When 
will the moment come, wherein I ſhall 
hear thoſe fo comfortable words? Thou 
canſt now pronounce them, O my Jeſus! 
Speak then, O Lord ! for thy ſervant hears, 
And tho? thou art ſilent in regard of thoſe 
impious perſons who ſurround thee, be 
not filent in regard of me; ſay to my 
heart this ſingle word, I am thy ſalvation. 
I firmly believe thou art ſo, O my God! 
but my interior would gladly hear thee Jay 
it, becauſe there is a charm: in thy voice, 
capable of elevating all the powers of my 
ſoul. 

It is true all thy actions are inſtructive, 
O my Saviour! thy reproaches are perſua- 
ſive, and every thing ſpeaks in thee, even 
thy ſilence. But J cannot be ſatisfied, un- 
leſs thou thyſelf ſpeakeſt to me. Remem- 
ber, O Lord ! that thou haſt ſaid, by one 
of thy prophets, that thou wilt draw us 
to thee, in the cords of Adam, in the bands 
of © charity (Oſee xi. 4.). I fee already 


the bonds of Adam, * ſacred humanity, 
thoſe 
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thoſe blows, thoſe affronts, and that pri- 
ſon. The ſins of Adam and of his poſte- 
rity, which thou haſt vouchſafed to take 
upon thee, are truly the bonds of Adam; 
but where are thoſe chains of charity, 
wherewith I ought to be bound? Why am 
I {till free? Why do I commit, with ſo 
much freedom, what evil I will? What 
hinders thoſe chains from binding me: 
Draw me, O Lord! with thoſe chains of 
love, bind me faſt, and fix me to thee in 
ſuch a manner, that I may never ſeparate 
myſelf from thee. Grant that I may feel 
thy pains, imitate thy patience, and that 
thou mayſt not ſuffer unprofitably for me. 
I beg this favour of thee, by the chains 
wherewith thou art loaded, and by the 
love with which thou beareſt them. - 

VI. O that I Were ſo happy. as to ſee 
what paſſes in-thee! O that I could know 
what the occupation of thy. heart is, dur- 
ing ſo unworthy a treatment! Thoſe bar- 
barians think on nothing but tormenting- 
| thee, and thou thinkeſt on nothing but 
ſuffering for them. Whilſt their minds: 
are ſtudying new means of affronting thee, 
thine is labouring for their reconciliation z 
and it is- in that profound contemplation 
that thou receiveſt ſtrength, for accom- 
pliſhing the remainder of thy facrifice.. 
How great a truth haſt thou ſaid, O my 
Lord and my God! when thou affirmedſt, 
that tho wilt reſreſh all thoſe that come to 
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thee (Matt. xi. 28.). I never repented of. 
having come to thee ; and I was never ſa- 
tisfied when I departed from thee ; becauſe 
there is nothing good without thee. When 
my mind is far from thee, the leaſt pain 
overwhelms it; and when it 1s near thee, 
He greateſt labours do not terrify it. How 
can I be ſtrong without thee, O thou ſup- 
port and ſtrength of my foul ! | 
VII. I am not fo weak, fo fad, or ſo deject- 
ed in the evils which befal me, but becauſe 
FT ſeek the remedy without thee ; or, be- 
cauſe I only begin to have recourſe to thee, 
when I find myſelf oppreſſed. With thee, 
O my God |! the bittereſt things become 
fweet, and the heavieſt burthen appears 
light; becauſe thy. preſence diſſipates our 
daikneſs, and enriches our poverty. Teach. 
me to have recourſe to thee in all my ne- 
ceſſities, to refign myſelf to thee in all my 
uncertainties, and' to ſuffer with thee all 
my pains, I ſhall always find thee ready 
to help me; for lo he ſhall not flumber nor 
fleep, that keepeth Ifrael (Pf. cxx. 4.). 
Grant then, O Lord! that in the troubles 
of this life my heart may repoſe in thee, 
and ſeek no other conſolation but from 
_ thee, who art my true comforter; and. 
who alone knoweſt my evils, as thou alone 
canſt remedy them. | | | 


O moſt holy virgin! the refuge and pro- 
tection of thoſe who inyoke you, repreſent 
my 
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my poverty to the Lord, who wrought 
ſuch great things in. you; and ſince the 
liberty of my heart is the ſource of all my 
evils, I beg ſome chains of you ; obtain 
me thoſe bonds of love, that I may remain 
faſtened to Chriſt all my life. Bleſſed ſpi- 
rits, who, free from the miſeries of this 
life, enjoy an infinite happineſs, without 
fear of loſing it; be mindful of theſe poor 
baniſhed fouls, rr lift up our hearts to 
the deſires of thoſe goods which ye poſſeſs, 
that we may one day poſſeſs e. n 
you. Amen. | 
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He is! gnominiouſſy drag ged thorough the ſtreets 
of Jeruſalem. 


Riday, the happieſt day that ever en- 
I' lightened the world, being come, 
men were in very different diſpoſitions. 
Chriſt could not behold a more ſorrowful 
day for him, nor one more deſired at the 
ſame time; ſince it was that whereon his 
love, reſtrained for ſo many years out of 
obedience, was at laſt to ſatisfy itſelf by 
the conſummation of its ſacrifice. 
He had ardently wiſhed for that day all 
bis life, and he ſaw it come with joy; be- 
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cauſe he was. juſt upon the point of being; 
victorious over hell, of uniting heaven and 
earth together, of ſubmitting the hearts of 
his elect to his-will, of redeeming ſinners, 
and of opening to all men the treaſures of 
his infinite mercy. But the world looked 
upon that day with indifferency, becauſe 


it was ignorant of the immenſe goods which 


were prepared for it. And our Saviour's 
enemies, blinded by their own malice, 
abandoned of God, and become at the 
ſame time the miniſters of the devil, and the 
executors of the eternal deſign which they: 
knew not, imagined that they ought to 
loſe. no moment ot. a day ſo proper to ſa- 
tisfy their hatred, though it was to be to 
them a ſource of miſerie:, and a ſubject of 
immortal glory to. Chriſt. 

II. Thus, without its being neceſſary to 


ſend for them, they came to Caiphas'shouſe 


at the dawning of the day. They agreed 
together about thoſe points upon which 
they {Hould condemn our Saviour. They 
reſolved to inſiſt thereon, whatever might 
be ſaid in his favour, to oppreſs him by 
their clamours and number, if he under- 
took to defend himſelf, and to, bring Pilate 
into their opinion, either by conſent : or - 


by force. They were ſo afraid leſt this affair 


ſhould not ſucceed, that they imparted it 
to no one. They would lead him away by 
themſelves, being perſuaded, that ſince 
they were maſters of the people, prieſts of 

| the 
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the temple, doctors of the law, and hav- 
ing with them the Phariſzes, who made 

ofeſſion of a holy life, nothing could be 
capable of reſiſting their authority. 

But before Pilate, who being governor. 
of the province, was engaged in other at- 
fairs, and the people, who a few days be- 
fore had received Chriſt with ſuch great 
acclamations, could have time to excite 
any ſedition for ſaving him, they ordered 
him to be 1gnominiouſly dragged thorough 
the ſtreets of the city, that they might ren- 
der him odious and contemptible to the 
people, who judge of things only by ap- 
pearances, and paſs ſo eaſily from love to 
hatred. They took him therefore out of 
the priſon, ſaying a thouſand injurious 
things to him, treating him as curſed, a 
ſeducer, and magician. They called him 
no longer by his holy name, which they 
were unworthy to pronounce; and they 
were not touched with all the evils that he 
had ſuffered during the night. 

Some aſked him, out of a cruel raillery, 
whether he would not work ſome miracle? 
others bleſſed God, who had diſcovered ſuch 
dangerous impoſtures. Then he was put 
into the hands of his executioners, led to 
Pilate's houſe with loud ſhoutings, tho- 
rough the city of Feruſalem, and ſurround- 
ed with a troup of ſoldiers, who hindered 
the crowd from coming near, leſt he ſhould 
have been taken away. III. In 
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III. In that ſtate he departed from Cai- 
phas's houſe, receiving a thouſand abuſes 
and violences by the way, and hearing no- 
thing but blaſphemies. They pulled him 
to one ſide, puſhed him to another, and 
|! continually preſſed him to walk on, tho” 
4 he was overwhelmed with wearineſs, after. 
. a night wherein he had ſuffered ſo much. 
Lis If he happened to fall or ſtumble, they 

loaded him- with ſtrokes. and injuries, as. 
the moſt contemptible of all men. The 

more he deſerved veneration by his mode- 
ſty and ſanctity, the more unworthily was 
he treated. 

At the noiſe of thoſe who led him along, 
the whole city ran together, and could 
not ſufficiently. wonder to ſee a man drag- 

ed thorough the ſtreets with ſo much in- 

my, whom they had received as the 
Meſſias a few days before. His ſilence, 
his chains, the preſence of the magiſtrates 
and prieſts, made the people judge that 
he was guilty, and that every thing they 
had admired in him, was nothing but im- 
* and hypocriſy. And ſo moſt of 
his friends declared againſt him: thoſe 
whom he had heaped favours upon, be- 
eame his perſecutors; and his miracles 
ſerved only to augment his ignominies. 

IV. Among all theſe reproaches, they 
obliged him to take four journeys that 
morning. He went from Caiphas to Pilate, 
from Pilate to Herd; from Herod he re- 

i turned 
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turned to Pilates houſe, and from thence. 
he was led to Calvary, carrying upon his 
ſhoulders the croſs whereon he was to be 
faſtened: beſides the two journeys he had 
taken in the night, from the garden of 
Olives to the houſe of Annas, and from 
the houſe of Aunas to that of Caiphas. 
Thoſe ſouls that love their Saviour, 
may accompany him in ſpirit in all theſe 
ſtations, compaſſionating his pains, ob- 
ſerving his motions, imitating the virtues 
he practiſed, kiſſing the ground whereon 
he walked, and gathering the treaſures of 
graces which he abundantly diſtributes. 
Thoſe who are leſs interior, will not ceaſe 
to draw great advantages alſo from thence, 
if they compare the ways wherein they loſe 
themſelves, with thoſe which Chriſt has 
followed in order to ſave them; and if 
they humbly implore his mercy, that they 
may return by his merits into the way of 
ſalvation, if they have left it; and to per- 
ſevere therein, if they walk in it. 
For our Lord has left us, in thoſe ſix 
journeys, wonderful examples of all ſorts 
of virtues, eſpecially of patience and hu- 
mility. In the firſt, he allows himſelf to 
be ſeized as a malefactor, out of obedience 
to his father's will. In the ſecond, though. 
tie be the fovereign judge of the living 
and the dead, he voluntarily ſubmits him 
ſelf to the judgment of his enemies. In 
the third, he loſes that great —— 
which. 
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which he had acquired by his miracles, 
and by the ſanctity of his life. In the 
fourth, he appears before Herod, as if he 
was the meaneſt- of his ſubjects, tho' he 
was the maſter and Creator of the univerſe. 
In the fifth, he permits his eternal wiſdom 


to paſs for folly. And in the ſixth, he is 


placed between two thieves. Who would 8 
ever have thought that thoſe ways were 
the ſtreighteſt and ſureſt road for arriving 


at glory, if the ſon of God had not fol- 


lowed them? 

V. Is it not of thoſe ways David ſpoke; 
when he ſaid; Lord fhew me thy ways, and 
teach me thy paths : direct me in thy truth, 
and teach me; becauſe thou art God my Sa- 
viour, and thee have I eupected all the day. 
Remember, O Lird ! thy commiſerations, and 
thy mercies : that are from the beginning of 
the world. (P1. xxiv. 4.). 

For tho' that holy king ſaw himſelf ele- 
vated by the hand of God unto the throne 
of Juda; delivered from the perſecution 
of Saul, in order to be victorious after- 
wards over his enemy nations; become 
from a ſhepherd, general of the army; 
from the laſt of an obſcure family, the 


head of God's people, equal to the greateſt 


princes of his time, and him from whom 
the Meſſias was to deſcend, according to 


the fleſh; in fine, choſen of God to be the 
patriarch, prophet,, example, and.model 


of 
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of the juſt: notwithſtanding in that eleva- 
tion he never forgot his firſt condition; 
but remembered, with an humble acknow- 
ledgment, the meannefs from which God 
had taken him. He confidered' bimſelf 
interiorly as a moſt contemptible man ; 
and every time he foretold our Saviour's 
humiliations, he ſpoke in his own perſon, 
applied them to himſelf, as-if he had de- 
ſired to be cloathed therewith before hand; 
and as if he had envied thoſe who were to 
live under the law of. grace, the happineſs 
of having before their eyes an humble 
God, and of being able to imitate upon 
earth the ſovereign majeſty annihilated and . 
crucified. | | 
That thought made him deſpiſe his own - 
greatneſs, and inſpired him with an ardent 
deſire of knowing thoſe ſecret - ways, ſo 
full of mercy, which were then entirely 
unknown. He beheld them only from 
a-far ; but he ſighed after them, and ap- 
proached as near to them as he poſſibly 
could. Hence it is, that tho' he was one 
of the moſt powerful princes of the earth, 
he ſuffered the chaſtiſements ef God, and 
the ingratitude of men, with as perfect a 
ſubmiſſion, as if he had had the example 
of a humbled God before his eyes. With 
how much more reaſon ought we to be 
ſubject to God in the evils of this life, we 
to whom he has ſo clearly diſcovered: thoſe 
divine ways, conſecrated by the W | 
| OT: 
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of his ſon ? Ought we not to conjure him, 
without intermiſſion, to conduct us by the 
fame ways, and to enlighten our blindneſs, 
that we may be able to INT that 
admirable truth? 
VI. If David had ſeen our Saviour in 
that ſtate, how earneſtly would he have 
wiſhed to be taken in his ſtead; to be 
dragged thorough the ſtreets of Feru/alem ; 
to paſs for a four ; and to ſuffer reproaches 
for the name of Jeſus Chriſt, as many 
ſaints have done ſince ! But we who are 
very far from that perfection, and whom 
Chriſt, in condeſcenſion to our weakneſs, 
does not require to ſuffer. for him every 
thing that he has ſuffered for us; how ſhall 
we juſtify the little care we take in pleaſing 
him, and in ſhunning at leaſt the ways of 
ſin, which lead us to death? With what 
excuſe ſhall we cover our refuſal of being 
his diſciples, and of imitating his meekneſs 
and patience in the evils of this life? What 
contempt ſhould we not have of ourſelves, 
if we could truly know the ſtate wherein 
fin has reduced us in the fight of God ? 
If thoſe who poſſeſs conſiderable poſts 
in this world, have not ſtrength enough 
to quit them, in order to become like Je- 
ſus Chriſt, they ought at leaſt to humble 
Webers interiorly in his preſence; to 
apply themſelves to deſtroy human pride 


in them; to walk in che ways of the Lord, 
which 
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which are patience, meekneſs, contempt. 
of one's ſelf, and reſignation to the divine 
will in ſufferings ; to implore his help con- 
tinually, that he may not abandon them 
in ſuch a difficult road; and to allow 
themſelves to be penetrated with a ſalutary 
confuſion, ſeeing how far diſtant they are 
from their Saviour, and that they rather 
chuſe to walk in thoſe ways he has con- 
demned, than in thoſe which he has fol- 
lowed. | | 

But if in the midſt of a moderate plen- 
ty, which is neceſſary for their exterior 
ſtate, and which the law of God does 
not reprove, they interiorly preſerve chri- 
ſtian humility, and a ſincere contempt. 
of themſelves; Chriſt, who regards the 
fentiments of the heart, and not the out- 
ward appearance, ſhall fill them with glo- 
ry when he comes, in the day of his judg- 
ment, to recompenſe his true imitators.. 
But if men, who have been only humble 
in heart, muſt be glorified, what ſhall be 
the crown of thoſe, who humble within, and: 
humbled without, ſhall have followed: 
the humility of our Saviour in its full ex- 
tent. | 


CONTEMPLATIO N 


On Cris dragged thorough the ſtreets of Je- 


ruſalem. 


Waken, O my foul! depart from ths 
languiſhing and drowly ſtate thou art 
look upon thy Saviour; conſider the 
55 he has taken for thee ; behold thoſe 
eyes dejected and ſunk for want of ſleep ; ' 
that face livid and bruiſed ; that hair torn ; 
and thoſe hands loaden with chains; fol- 
low him in ſpirit; join thyſelf to him; 
and comprehend what thou haſt coſt him. 
He is led from Caiphas to Pilate, as a 
diſturber of the public peace; from Pilatæ 
to Herod, as a rebel that defigned to make 
himſelf king; from Herod to. Pilate, as a 


_ fool; and at laſt from Pilate. to the meld. 


as a thief; 

Acknowledge, O ſinful foul ! that in- 
nocent lamb in the midſt of wolves ; be- 
hold the ſtrokes they give him, and the af- 
fronts they put upon him. Hear the blaſ- 
phemies of the ſoldiers, the diſcourſes of. 
the prieſts, . the mockeries of the Phariſees, 
and the outcries and maledictions of the 
populace. Repreſent to thyſelf thoſe ſtreets: 
conſecrated by his miracles and charity; 
they were; .a-few days ago, the road of his 
triumph, and now they : are the theatre of 
his ignominies. Admire his filence in the 

tumult, 
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tumult, his meekneſs in affronts, and his 
calmneſs in agitation. He murmurs not, 
nor complains of any one; and he has 
more patience in ſuffering, than his ene- 
mies have malice in ill- treating him. 

II. What ſayeſt thou to the ſight of that 
ſpectacle, O unhappy ſoul!?? What ſayeſt 
thou, O man of duſt and aſhes]! and yet 
ſo proud? Behold the ſteps which the ſon 
of God takes, the reproaches he endures, 
and the motives which animate him. O 
divine Iamb | who takef® away the fins of 
the world; O my God, my judge, and my 
ſovereign good ! open my eyes, enlighten 
my mind, that I may know thy-ways, and 
diſcover thereby the unhappineſs of thoſe _ 
who follow others. O divine Jeſus! whoſe 
infinite wiſdom cannot be deceived, thou 
haſt had no regard to thyſelf, thou haſt not 
ſpared thyſelf when thou waſt to ſuffer for 
me; and thou haſt not only expiated all 
my criminal ſteps ; but haſt alſo taught me 
the ſtreight ways which lead to ſalvation. 

; O divine light! O eternal truth! take 
pity on my blindneſs. After all the fa- 
vours I have received from thee, I neither 
know thee, nor myſelf. Shew: me thy 
ways; conduct me into thy truth: for 1 
deſire to have my eyes continually fixed on 
thee, who art my God, my Saviour, my 
guide, my way, my truth, and my. life. 
Be mindful of the goodneſs with which 
thou haſt. borne with me, and of the pati- 
7 ENCE. 
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ence wherewith thou haſt expected me, in 
order to diſcover my wanderings to me, 
to make me bewail them, and to bring 
me back unto thee. 
III. Suffer me, O Lord! here to confeſs. 
my miſeries, and at the ſame time to pub- 
liſh thy mercies. I have abandoned thy 
law, been deaf to thy voice, rejected thy 
eareſſes, and departed from thee, in order 
to tollow by-paths, which would have led 
me to eternal death, if thy hand had not 
ſtopped me on the brink of the precipice. 
And thou, O my God! haſt created me 
to thy own image, haſt waſhed me in thy 
blood, haſt taught: me the ways of life, haſt 
infuſed into my ſoul faith, hope, and cha- 
rity, and haſt brought me into the catho- 
lic church, to which thou haſt left thy 
doctrine, the keys of the kingdom of hea- 


ven, and the aſſurance of eternal happi- 


neſs; --* 
When I was of age to know thee, I 
found an infinite number of helps ready for 
me, and all the ways open for coming to. 
thee. If I had faithfully followed them at 
that time, as I had promiſed in my bap- 
tiſm, how near ſhould I have been to thee 
at prefent, O my God } how enlightened 
would my ſpirit have been, and how pure 
my heart! But, alas ! wretched that I am, 
F have deſpiſed. all thoſe advantages, I 
have departed from thee, in order to ad- 
here to the world and myſelf, I —_ _ 
Eo o. 
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towed my own will inſtead of thine. I 
believed, and my whole life has been con- 
trary to my faith. I have put in creatures 
the hope I ought to have had in thee, and 
given to thoſe things which thou hateſt, 
the love which ought to have been only 
for thee alone. 
1 I ſee, O Lord! in my life, by means 
of thy light, a long train of fins which 
cover me with confuſion, and break my 
heart with ſorrow. I diſtinguiſh thoſe to 
which I am moſt ſubject, which have oc- 
caſioned me the greateſt wanderings, and 
which {till hinder in me the effect of thy 
mercies. Confound me not, O Lord! in 
the day of thy wrath, but deliver me, by 
the reproaches which thou ſuffereſt, from 
the eternal confuſion which I have de- 
ſerved. 

IV. Behold what I am, O my God! 
behold this miſerable ſinner for whom thou 
haſt ſuffered ſo much. Behold the ways 
in which I have walked, after having ſeen 
thoſe which thou haſt followed. Behold 
what has been the vanity of my b e 
the baſeneſs of my affections, and the 1 
ligence of my life. Behold in what I have 
employed the ſtrength which thou haſt 
given me, and the powers of a foul which 
thou haſt created to thy image. Behold in 
fine what has been my whole employment, 
and my Pleaſure. 

1 How 
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How different are thy ways, O my Sa- 


'viour | from mine, how many times have 


I deſpiſed and abandoned thee ? How many 
graces haſt thou granted and promiſed me? 
and notwithſtanding I deſire to be ho- 


noured and conſidered, whilſt thou art diſ- 


honoured and abuſed. It is I that have 


been a thouſand times unfaithful to thee, 


and it is thou that haſt been treated as x 
perfidious perſon. I have run as a mad- 
man after vanities ; and it is thou, O eter- 
nal wiſdom ! that art accuſed of folly, I 
have robbed thee of the glory and love 
which were due to thee; and it is thou 
who art crucified between two thieves. - 1 
am the guilty, and thou art puniſhed. 

It is I, O Lord ! that have delerved the 
treatment which thou ſuffereſt. All crea- 


tures ought to have riſen up againſt me, 


and led me thorough the univerſe with ig- 
nominy, as an ungrateful perſon, a traitor, 
and a rebel. And after all, thou not only 
pardoneſt me, O thou life of my foul! 
but wilt alſo undergo the puniſhment I de- 
ſerve. I adore that infinite goodneſs; I 
adore that ineffable love. I conjure thee, 


O my God ! by that ſame love, to change 


my heart, and to lead me into that ſtreight 
way which thou haſt taught me. Set me 7 
law, O Lord! the way of thy juſtifications ; 
and I will ſeek after it always. (Pal. cxviii. 


33.) But take me by the hand, O Lord! 


that I may run after thee in the odour of 
thy 
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thy perfumes: for if thou letteſt me go 
alone, I ſhall fall like a child which cannot 
yet walk, or I ſhall go aſtray as a traveller 
that knows not the way, or I ſhall be obli- 
ged to ſtay by the way as a ſick perſon that 
has not the ſtrength of following thee, or 
I ſhall fly from thee perhaps as a deſerter. 
But if thou leadeſt me along with thee, 
I ſhall go every where without fearing any 
thing; and the moſt painful journey will 
become ſweet to me in thy company. 

V. Inſtruct me therefore interiorly, O 
divine light! in the ſecret of thy ways. 
Didſt thou not come upon earth to open us 
heaven, to overcome our enemies, to make 
us know thy father, to kindle in our hearts 
the fire of thy love, to diſengage us from 
the earth, and to draw us to thee by the 
charms of thy beauty; to heal our evils, 
and to crown us with all the bleflings of 
grace and glory? Who would ever have 
thought, O Lord | that the way which 
thou followeſt, ſhould lead to the great 
things for which thou art come! O impe- 
netrable counſels of the divine wiſdom | 
happy is he, who being united to thee, O 
my God! contemplates upon thy deſigns 
and thy works continually. 

It is by theſe ways that thou conſoundeſt 
the proud, exalteſt the humble, meiteſt the 
ice of our hearts, diffipateſt the darkneſs 
of our minds, takeſt fouls out of the abyſs 
of ſin, triumpheſt over thy enemies, and 

| x glorifieſt 
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glorifieſt thy father. It is thereby that 
thou inſtructeſt, enlighteneſt, warmeſt, 
and enricheſt us. How beautiful are thy 
eps, O only ſon of the living God! how 
profound are thy counſels, O eternal wiſ- 
dom ! how certain are thy ways, 'O immu- 
table truth]! Whither do I go then, O thou 
life of my ſoul! when I follow not thee ? 
When ſhall I ſee myſelf for thy ſake in the 
ſtate I ſee thee in for mine? When ſhall I 
love the contempt of the world as much 
as I have loved its eſteem and its va- 
nities ? 

In thoſe moments wherein I ſuffer any 
thing for thy love, and wherein thou dart- 


eſt into my heart, a ray of thy light, life 


becomes weartivens to me, and the world 
incommodious. I then clearly find the 
need I have of thee, I deſire thee, ſigh af- 
ter thee, and would always be with thee, 
and never be ſeparated from thee. But 
when the fleſh. is once ſatisfied, all thoſe 
ſentiments are loſt, and all thoſe lights va- 
niſh away. Since it is therefore true that 
I cannot walk in ſafety but in thy ways, 
grant, O Lord! that I may love them, 
ſeek them, find them, and follow them. 


O moſt pure mother of God ! you who 
always full of faith, of love, and of con- 
formity to the divine will, have faithfully 
followed the ways of our Lord, obtain me 


grace to follow them for the future, and 
to 
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to leave thoſe which I have followed ſo 
long. Angels of heaven, who behold and 
admire the divine counſels ; bleſſed ſouls, 
who formerly followed the wanderings of 
-the world, but have entered again into the 
ways of our Saviour; who now taſte the 
fruit of his ignominies, and contemplate, 
without any veil, ſuch admirable truths ; 
obtain me a ray of your light, and a ſpark 
of your love, that having had on earth the 
fame ſentiments as you, I may poſſeſs in 
neaven the ſame glory. Amen. 
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He is led as a fool to Herod's court, 


HE rinks and the chiefs of the FeWS 
led Chriſt to Plate, with ſuch a noiſe 
as might make that judge believe, that our 
Saviour had committed ſome very extraor- 
dinary crime. And in order to give greater 
probability to that opinion, by the autho- 
rity of their perſons, and the zeal of reli- 
gion, they themſelves became his accuſers; 
but they would not enter into Pate's pa- 
lace, which they looked upon as a profane 
place, becauſe it was the houſe of a gen- 
tile; and they were afraid of defiling them- 
Vol. III. C . ſelves 


. 
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ſelves on a day ſo holy, whereon they were 


to celebrate the Paſch. 

The human heart is ſo blind, when it is 
prepoſſeſſed with any paſſion, that in mak- 
ing a ſcruple of violating the ſmalleſt ob- 
ſervances, it often abandons itſelf, with- 
out any reſerve, to the greateſt diſorders. 

The mortal hatred which the Fews bore 


to Chriſt, who had been promiſed to them 


ſo long, and whom God had ſent to them 
at laſt; the falſe teſtimonies, the contempt 
of the laws, the oppreſſion of innocence, 
blaſphemies, and ingratitude, were incapa- 
ble of putting a ſtop to them; and they 
were afraid that their entering into Pilates 
houſe would render them unworthy of eat- 
ing the paſcha zl lamb, and the unleavened 
bread. ; 

II. Pate, who conſidered them as the 
chief of the nation, came out to them, to 
hear them: but when he heard them ſpeak 


of Galilee, where Chriſt, as they aſſured 


him, had taught falſe doddvine -; and of 
Nazareth, which was ſaid to be his COUN- 
try, he ſent him back to Herod, on whom 
thoſe places depended, and who was 
then at Feruſalem. Herod and Pilate were 
at variance, but that deference of Pilate 
gained Herod, Of enemies as they had 
been, they became friends, and Chriſt was 
the bond of their reconciliation. As they 
were incapable of a greater good, our Sa- 


viour auer them at leaſt from the ha- 


tired 
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tred they bore one another, and gave them 
peace ſo neceſſary between thole who are 


burthened with the conduct of Gthers. 
What would he have wrought in them, 


if he had found their hearts better pre- 


pared, and more proper to receive the bleſ- 
ſings which he was deſirous of beſtowing 
on them? For the love of Jeſus cannot 
remain without action; and when the 
hardneſs of our hearts reſiſts him, he ncu- 
riſhes himſelf with patience, and expects a 
better diſpoſition. 

III. The Jetes with great heat laid be- 
fore Hered, every thing they had to ſay 
againſt Chriſt; but they were badly heard: 
for beſides that prince having wiſhed for a 
long time to lee that extraordinary man, 
whoſe doctrine, ſanctity, and miracles had 
been much commended to him, he ea; ly 
perceived that thoſe tumultuous acculati- 
ons were the pure effect of eavy. and ha- 
tred: and ſo he made ſmall account of 
them, and thought only of a His 
curioſity by the light of ſome prodig 

But our Saviour, whole: life was a mo- 
del of perfection to all men, and to all 
ſtates was pleaſed on this occaſion to teach 
apoſtolical men, who are ſometimes obli- 
ged to treat with great perſonages, what 
their views and hopes ought to be. It was 
an example extremely neceſlaiy : for the 
eyes and majeſty of princes have but too 
much power to ſhak< the conſtancy of the 


2 beſt 
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| beſt. intentioned perſons, who may be in- 
vincible every other way. There are few 
whoſe virtue is proof againſt the favour of 


the great; and the deſire of pleaſing them, 
is always a moſt dangerous temptation for 
the ſervants of God. For that reaſon 


:Chriſt appearing at Herod's court, was 
pleated to give them thoſe ſo important in- 


ſtructions. 


IV. Firſtly, he did not go thither f 
himſelf; but was dragged thither by force, 
to teach them that they ought to go to the 
court only out of neceſſity, and not by 


inclination. 
Secondly, our Saviour had no regard to 


the deſire which that prince expreſſed of 


ſeeing ſome miracle; becauſe he knew that 
on that conjuncture, a miracle would pro- 


cure no glory to God, and would only 
ſerve to ſatisfy the curioſity of a man. He 


who in ſo holy a profeſſion, does not pro- 
poſe to himſelf at court the glory of God, 
as his principal end, and ſeeks only to 
pleaſe the prince, is extremely blameable : 


for beſides his hopes being often deceived, 


he loſes interior peace, which is the hap- 
pineis of his ſtate, and the fruit of true 
virtue. 

Thirdly, Chriſt would not employ He- 
rod's power, to deliver himſelf from that 


of the Jets, nor to defend his own reputa- 
pop tho' he might very eaſily have done 


for one ſingle miracle would have had 
more 
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more power over the mind of that prince, 
than all the accuſations of the prieſts and 


| Phariſees, . But he would teach men to ſup- 


port the good opinion which others have 
of them by the purity of their virtue, the 
teſtimony of their own conſcience, and the 
interior communication with God, which 
are ſuch powerful arms for reſiſting the 
evils of this life, and acquiring the goods 
of heaven: whereas the favour of kings 


cannot ſecure us from human miſeries ; 


and ſerves. commonly for nothing elſe but 
filling our hearts with vanity, 
In fine our Saviour has ſhewn us by his 
example, to expect nothing irom the court 


but what. he found there himſelf ; that is, 


a great deal of contempt, becauſe he would 
not ſatisfy Hered's vain curiofity. For a 
thing ſo precious as the hope of man's 
heart, by which eternal goods can be ob- 
tained, ought never to be ſeparated from 
its ſolid: foundation, which is God, to be 


Z ſupported: by the arm of the fleſh, which 
is incapable of ſuſtaining it . 


V. Herod, who had been informed that 
Chriſt was a great prophet, aſked him ſe- 
veral queſtions concerning his doctrine, | 
and concerning what was to come, out of 


a deſire of ſeeing or learning ſomething 
extraordinary. But, beſides our Saviour 


being unwilling to do or fay any thing that 
might hinder or. delay the death which he 
had reſolved to endure for us, he ſaw like- 

| : G2: Wiſe 


| been {o advantageous to him. 
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wiſe that whatever he ſhould then do, could 
ſerve only to ſatisfy the curioſity of a 
* who had no diſpoſition to follow 

e truth; and that there was nothing to 
be hoped for, either to his father's glory, 
or the ſalvation of men: wherefore he re- 
mained in a deep ſilence and anſwered no- 
thing, either to Hered's queſtions, or the 
Fews accuſations. They did not fail to 
take advantage of his ſilence, by ſaying 
that he was convicted, and had nothing to 
anſwer to the crimes whereof he was ac- 
cuſed. 5 

There were at the court ſome very dif- 
ferent opinions concerning our Saviour's 
perſon. Some ſpoke with admiration of 


his works, whereof they had been witneſſes: 


others affirmed there was impoſture and 
inchantment therein: ſome maintained that 
magic did not reſtore life to the dead, nor 
fight to the blind: many in fine regarded 
liim as a man ſent from God; every one 
Jadging thus according to his own diſpoſi- 
tions, of the doctrine and miracles of 
Chriſt. He knew all theſe different judg- 
ments, without taking any notice of them. 
But altho' his patience and modeſty ought 
to have procured him the veneration "of 
thoſe who were preſent, yet he was treated 
as one that was ſtupid, and knew not how 
to profit by an occaſion which might have 


VI. - There 
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VI. There are none fo eaſily deceived as 
princes, in what regards themſelves. As 
they are ſurrounded with flatterers, and 
commonly full of a good opinion of 
themſelves ; they are perſuaded that every 
one ought to ſeek their protection, and 
eſteem themſelves happy in pleaſing them. 
Thus Herod did not doubt but Chriſt was 
a weak man, and without any ſpirit ; ſince 


he neglected ſo fine an occaſion of freeing 


himſelf from the hands of his enemies. 
He judged that his great reputation was 
an effect of the people's ignorance, who 
admire every thing; and that he might 
not ſeduce any one for the future, he 
thought it was neceſſary to lead him tho- 
rough the city with a public mark of folly. 
He cauſed him therefore to be cloathed 
with a white garment, and in that condi- 
tion ſent him back to Pz/ate, to ſhew him 
what he ought to judge of bim. 

Behold how the king and the court 
treated Chriſt : behold the eſteem they had 
of the wiſdom of God, in the houſes of 
thoſe who paſs for the ſages of the world. 
Let us beſeech our Saviour, that, in chriſ- 
tian courts, where he is acknowledged and 
adored for the only ſon of the living God, 
the humility, meekneſs, and patience 
which he has taught us, may not be treat- 


| ed as folly, as they were at Herod's court. 

It cannot be expreſſed how much this 

new garment redoubled the cries and 
C2 mockerics 
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mockeries of the ſoldiers, who led our Sa- 
viour from Herod's palace to that of Pilate, 
nor what crowds of; people aſſembled from 
all parts of the city to ſee him. They put 
upon him all the affronts that an inſolent 
populace is wont to do to thoſe who paſs 
tor public fools. He then loſt the reputa- 
tion which he had acquired by his ſanctity . 
and miracles ; and ſuffered all theſe indig- 
nities with an invincible patience. 

VII. He whom we regard as the eternal 
| wiſdom of God the father, as the only ſon 
of the living God, as the ſupreme and in- 
finite goodneſs, and as the ſpotleſs mirror 
of the divine majeſty, vouchſafed to paſs 
upon earth for a fool. O ſecrets of the 
conduct of God, how little are you known 
unto men ! The world fears a doctrine fo 
pure and ſo contrary to its deſires ; for that 
realon it endeavours to render it ridiculous, 
that it may weaken the authority thereof ; 
and employs, for deſtroying it, kings, 
courtiers, prieſts, doctors, and all the peo- 
ple. But this eternal and omnipotent truth RF 
Hall ſubſiſt in ſpite of all their efforts; and 
the means which they have invented, for 
obſcuring it, ſerve only to make it mine 
with greater ſplendor. _ ; 

VIII. Chriſt would. conſecrate in himſelf } 
this admirable truth, which he has ſince | 
taught us by his apoſtle ; (1 Cor. iii. 18.) 
If any one among you ſeem to be wiſe in this 


wen, let him become a fol that he may be | 
wiſe 
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wiſe, He would accomplith the deſigns of 
his eternal wiſdom, overcome the world, 


eſtabliſh the church, and people heaven by 


his humiliations, without troubling himſelf 


about the judgments of the world: to make 


us comprehend that a heart capable of the 
glory of heaven, ought never to think it- 
{elf either caſt down by the contempt of 
the world, or exalted by its honours... - | | 
This alſo! made St. Paul ſay, that the 
wijdom-of this world is folly with God : (ibid.) 
and that the prudence of the fleſh is death; 
(Rom. viii. 6.) becauſe all the wiſdom of 
che world, with its delicacies concerning 
honour, cannot exalt man to eternal glory; | 
tor which he was created. Thus it is a real 


foliy, whole views terminate in acquiring 


riches, pleaſures, favour, reputation, and 


other ſuch goods, which ' finiſh with the 


death of the body, and often cauſe the death 
of the ſoul. On the contrary chriſtian wiſ- 
dom deſpiſes the world, abhors its vanities, 
ſhuns its honours, neglects its favour, em- 
braces humiliation, turns all its thoughts 
towards heaven, and being content with the 


interior goods which it Poſſeſſes, it never 


eſteems itſelf more glorious, than when the 
world has the greateſt contempt for it. 

But becauſe the world is ebe e EE, 
with thoſe divine goods, it regards thoſe as 
fools who are truly wiſe in Chriſt; tho? the 
apoſtle affirms, that the world was not wor- 


thy of . (Heb. xi. 38.) and loudly de- 
S clares 
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clares that the world is crucified to him, and 
he to the world. (Gal. vi. 14.) As if he 
' fiid : the world takes me for an accurſed 
perſon, and deſpiſes Chriſt crucified, whom 
J preach to it; but I alſo treat the world in 
the ſame manner, and in my turn regard it 
as an object of malediction and horror. 
Whatever hope it may flatter me with, 
whatever advantage it may promiſe me, it 
ſhall not deceive me, becaule I confider all 
its grandeur as dirt, that I may acquire 
that divine wiſdom which is unknown to it. 
Let it therefore glory in its pride as much 
as it pleaſes; let the wiſe boaſt of their 
knowledge as much as they will, they 
muſt at laſt, if they would be eternally 
happy, have recourſe to humility and to the 
folly of the croſs: for they will find no- 
thing in the wiſdom of the wogd but de- 
e21t and Perdition: 


® 
. "i p 
1 : 

"> - 9 


_ 


— 


, 
On. Chriſt regarded as 4 fool at HTerod's court, 


Jeſus f eternal wiſdom, the liglit 
O and love of my ſoul, my Lord, my 
maſter, and my ſovereign good! who can 
fay that thou ſuflereſt not freely? Who can 
doubt But that the injury which thou ſuf- 
fereſt, comes rather from thy love, than 

from 
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from the malice of thy enemies? Thou ap- 
peareſt before a king, who had long deſired 
to know thee, to hear thy doctrine, to be 
witneſs of thy miracles, and who felt a ſe- 
cret joy at thy arrival, in hopes of feeing 
himfelf the wonders which they had ſpoken 
fo much of to him. Has thy wiſdom aban- 
doned thee ? haſt thou loft that infinite 
power ? canſt thou not by ſome prodigy, 
in order to confound the Fews, gain the 


_ admiration of the prince, diſcover the moſt 


ſecret thoughts of thoſe who were preſent, 


engage the hearts of courtiers by the charms. 


of thy doctrine, and thus maniſeſt thy 
greatneſs and divinity ? 

Thou ſeeſt, O Lord! with what rage 
the Zews accuſe thee. Every place reſounds 
with their outcries, lies. and ialie witneſſes. 
Thou art interrogated, and anſwereſt not. 
Miracles are deſired from thee, and thou 
workeſt none. It is hoped thou wilt have. 
lome complailance to the will of a king, 
and thou loſeſt ſo favourable an occaſion of 
gaining him, and of contounding thy ene- 
mies. Thou authoriſeſt their injuſtice in 


| paſſing for a convicted criminal, and thou- 
art Alent, = concealeſt thy wildom, thy- 


Dower, and thy majeſty; and ſuffereſt a 
a king, with ali thoſe that ſurround him, 


| to deipiſe thee, to regard thee as a. fool, 


and to make thee be led-with a robe.of ig- 


15 nominy, thorough the ſtreets of Feruſalems, 
as a ſeducer of the people. 


II. O eternal D 


60 Contemplation on XXX V. ſuſfering. 
II. O eternal truth! how little the world 
knows thee ! how hidden are thy ways from 
the proud and wiſe of the world ! Grant 
hat ? may know thee ; and permit me not 
to. go aſtray in the ways of carnal pru- 
dence. I adore thee, O ſovereign truth! 
I adore thee, O wiſdom of the father! 1 
adore thee, O light of ſouls! for whom 
thou ſheweſt ſo clearly, in thy divine per- 
ſon, that pure doctrine which thou. haſt 
taught both by thyſelf and by thy apoſtles ; 
_> we muſt become fools, ſimple, and 
orant, if we would be wile. 

Infinite thanks be given to thee, for hav- 
ing hidden thoſe truths from the proud and 
wie, and for having revealed them to the 
humble and little. O that we did but imi- 
tate thee in thy reproaches ! O that we had 
but that interior ſpirit, which makes us 
find a ſolid glory in contempt, by the ad- 
vantage there is in reſembling thee ! O that 
we had but thoſe humble ſentiments of our- 
ſelves, and reckoned for nothing the eſteem 
of, men; how happy ſhould we be! 

When wilt thou engrave in my ſoul, O 
Lord! thoſe divine truths | ? I know them, 
[ adore them; but, alas! how far do I find 
myfelf from them! J deſire to be ſeen, 
heard, and praiſed; I tremble at the verx 
thoughts of contempt. Whence comes 
this, O Lord ! Where then is that ſecret 
pride concealed, which rules over me ? 
And how can it ſubſiſt in the fight of thy 
humility ? 
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humility ? Thou knoweſt, O my love, and 
my glory! that if thou doſt not purity my 
interior eye, and giveſt me not a heart re- 
collected, and attentive to thy preſence, I 1 
ſhall never know- that truth, nor taſte it, - 
nor love it as thou haſt loved it. Pardon 
me my wanderings and vanities, O my 
God! Draw me after thee, by the means of 
that light, and permit me not to deſire, 
love, or follow any other way, or any other 
doctrine but that which thou haſt taught 
ine. : 

II. O Jeſus deſpiſed ! it is by thy con- 
tempt that thou comeſt to us; it is there- 
by that thou inſtructeſt and charmeſt the 
ſouls that are faithful to thee. When thy 
perfect imitators forget themſelves, chat 
they may only remember thee ; when they 
place their glory in thy ignominies; when 
they are interiorly intent on thee, they aban- 
don the care of human things, and paſs for 
unprofitable, ſlothful, and N people; 
they do not change their nature. Whence 
comes it then that the world no longer 
eſteems them but as men buried alive, an- 


nihilated, good for nothing, and incapable e 


of any commerce? Who has rendered them 


ſo retired, indifferent, and unſociable, but 
thou, O divine love! who art more piercing 
than a two edged ſwoord; ſtronger ihan death ; 
and more jealous than hell. 
It is thou, O my Jeſus ! who workeſt all 
thoſe changes in foray Thou pol. oh 
| nem 
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them interiorly ; teacheſt them in ſecret, a 
wiſdom which the world knows not; and 
diſcovereſt to them a beauty which eyes do 
not behold. Thou illuminateſt them with 
a light which fleſh does not perceive, and 
giveſt them a diſcerning which ſhews them 
what appears outwardly is ſo low, ſo poor, 
and ſo contemptible, that they can no longer 
depart from what occupies them within. 
IV. When ſhall I be transformed into 
thee, O divine ſpouſe of my foul ! When I 
— in thee all thoſe wonders, and 
ſervants experience them in them 
| — 8 what am 1 thinking on ſtill to eſteem 
the favours of the world, and to afflict my- 
ſelf with the contempt of thy humiliati- 
ons? O beauty /o ancient and jo new, tco lale 
have I begun to love thee, But tho” I love 
thee late, grant at leaſt that I may love 
thee with a pure and ſincere heart. Alas! 
I fly from thee, O my God! and continu-- 
ally depart from thee. Thou art within 
me, and I go out of myſelf to ſhun thee. 
Thou makeſt thyſelf be felt in the bottom 
of the heart, communicateſt thyſelf to thoſe 
who abide in themſelves; and I live in a 
continual diſſipation; becauſe my attention 
is divided on the eyes of all men that be- 
hold me; and to pleaſe them, O my God! 
E loſe the ſight. of thee: 
Convert me, O Lord] and F ſhall be con- 
verted : change me, and I ſhall be changed; 


inſtruct me interiorÞ y and. then tho? I be a. 
n fool. 
© 
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fool in the eyes of the world, I ſhall be 
wiſe before thee. Happy is he that is a. 
fool for thy ſak-. Happy is he that is 
deſpiſed for thee, who deſires neither to 
be ſeen nor eſteemed by any but thee, O 
my ſovereign telicity ! IX 
V. O eternal word! O wiſdom of God! 
O light of thoſe who live in interior dark- 
neſs, and in the ſhadow of a mortal igno- 
rance ! teach me how thy conduct agrees 
with. thy words: for thou. hat ſaid, that 
better is a good name, than much riches. (Prov. 
XXIi. I.) Is that a good reputation to be 
eſteemed a fool, ſtupid, and impoſtor ? It 
is having a bad reputation to paſs for a co- 
vetous, proud, impious, revengeful, and 
envious perſon ; but it is having a good 
one, to be eſteemed holy, juſt, pious, pru- 
dent, and learned. Thou art thought 
wicked, a ſeducer, and a fool; where then 
is that good reputation which thou. wouldſt 
have preferred to. all riches.? 

Diſcover to me this myſtery, O Lord! 
and enlighten the darkneſs of my foul. I 
have hitherto believed that a good repu- 
tation conſiſted in. pleaſing. men; in be- 
ing praiſed, approved, and conſidered by 
them; and to attain thereto, I: have given 
myſelf a thouſand troubles, have-ſzerificed 
my goods, health, and repoſe ;- and when 
my hopes were deceived,. I have fallen in- 
to ſadneſs and trouble. Then inſtead of 
having recourle. to thee, O my God. Y 

have: 


I, even when I 
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have forgotten thee, and my heart has 
launched out, in vain complaints, and 
fooliſh words. | | 

I ſpeak not of thoſe unhappy moments, 

wherein I have taken pleaſure in offending 
thee ; have placed my glory in things which 
thou hateſt ; and have been willing to make 
my vices paſs for virtues. I only mention 
here the blindneſs I have been in concerning 
the purity of thy doctrine. I have imagin- 
ed, that thy law obliged me to preſerve the 
reputation of a good man, even to the oe | 
judice of wy repoſe. O vanity !' O folly! 
O blindneſs ! Thou, O Lord! who art the 
glory of the juſt, make me comprehend 
how advantageous..it is to paſs for an igno- 
rant and. fooliſh perſon in the eyes of the 
world. Teach me to be ſilent, for thy 
love, when I am deſpiſed, to forget every 
t „ to loſe all things for thee, to be 
unconcerned about human judgments, and 
to regard thee only as my judge, my wiſ- 
_ my — my glory, and my hap- 

ineſs. 
: How-wiſe am J, O humble Jeſus | when 


J love thee. Ho fooliſh am I, when 1 


lofe thee ! How happy am I, when 1 {a- 
crifice myſelf for thee ! How miſerable am 
Meſs all things without 
thee | How juſt Am , when charmed with 
thy beauty, I deſpiſe the world! How blind 
am I, when I love any thing with thee, 
which I love not for thee! O that I could 

3 one 
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one day behold myſelf unprofitable and 


contemptible in the eyes of the world ; but 
at the ſame time poſſeſſed with thy love, O 


my Jeſus ! plunged, abſorbed, loſt, and 


transformed in thee. 


VI. How can I deſire life, but to imi- 
tate thee in thy reproaches, O humbled ma- 


jeſty ! Can I deſire to be more wiſe and en- 


| lightened than thou art, O eternal wiſdom! 
Take me out of this world, O Lord! if 
thou foreſeeſt that J am ever to love or 
eſteem any thing to the prejudice of thoſe 
holy truths which thou teacheſt me. TO 


what purpoſe is wiſdom and underſtanding 
without thee, O divine light! 
Here it is that my darkneſs muſt be diſ- 


ſipated; and that J muſt begin to unde- 


ceive myſelf concerning the falſe glory of 


the world. Embrace me, O humbled Je- 
ſus! and receive me as a companion of thy 
humiliations. In this moment I renounce - 


all eſteem, all glory, all reputation among 
men.. Let others be eſteemed, and me de- 


ſpiſed; let them be in honour, and me in 
oblivion ; let no creature think on me, and 
let non: but thee, O my God! hear me, 


love me, and regard me. 


VII. How far diſtant have my. views . 


been from thine, O my Saviour ! and how 
many faults ſhall the fire, which thou . haſt 
brought upon earth, find in me to be con- 


ſumed. Therein thy love ſhall find a heart 
to be transformed, thy light ſhall find darx- 


nels - 


f 
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neſs to be diſpelled, and thy wiſdom an 
ignorance to be inſtructed. Inflame me, O 
Lord! conſume me, inſtruct me, and hum- 
ble me in the eyes of the world; and exalt 
me in thy ſight. When ſhall I behold that 
happy change? O that I ſhould never de- 
part from thy preſence ! O that every thing 
beſides thee ſhould cauſe diſguſt and horror 
to my ſoul! O that all creatures ſhould 
abandon me, forget me, and deipiſe me; 
and that thou alone, O my Jeſus ! wouldft 
poſſeſs this heart, which is made only for 
thee! 

O fad and miſerable life! how long and 
dangerous art thou at the ſame time ! Put 
an end to it this moment, O Lord! if I 
am ever to forget thy humiliations: or at 
leaſt, put an end to the attachment I have 
to its vanities, that I may be only occupied 
with thee; that I may remember thee at 
all times, in all places, in action and reſt, 
in health and fickneſs, in life and death. 

Thou knowelt that I cannot comprehend 
thoſe ſublime truths without thy light. 
Give me therefore what thou commandeſt 
me, and command me what thou pleaſeſt: 
for without thee I can do nothing but ruin 
myſelf, and I can do all things with thee, 
O my God, my ſtrength, my detence, and 
my ſalvation ! | 


O moſt holy virgin! you who: ſo faith- 
wy practiſed thoſe truths, and gained by 
your 
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your humility the only ſon of the eternal 
father into your poſſeſſion ; he eſteemed 


you, and you deſpiſed yourſelf; the angel 


called you full of grace and mother of 
God, and you regarded yourſelf as his 
handmaid, becauſe you beheld not in your- 
ſelf the perfections which the angel beheld 
in you. You carried in your womb the 
expectation of nations; but you hid your 
treaſure, and the world eſteemed you not, 


though you were full of grace. How re- 


mote am I from that way, O ſacred vir= 
gin! The ſon of God paſſes for a fool; 

you who are the mother of the ſon of God, 
and the queen of angels, remain unknown 
in the world; and I, a faithleſs ſervant, 
what ſhall I ſay to excuſe the pride of my 
life? Take pity on me, O mother of mer- 
cy! give me a ſhare of the diſpoſitions of 
your "heart, and obtain me the love of hu- 
mility, wherein you know, by your own 


experience, true wiſdom conſifts. Angels 


of heaven, who are full of God, and pro- 
ſtrate yourſelves continually with a pro- 
found humility before the throne of the 
lamb : bleſſed fouls, who owe your glory 
to the humiliations of our Saviour, among 
the eternal praiſes which you give him, 
mingle. ſome. prayers for this miferable 
ſinner; obtain of this humbled God, to 
inſpire me with a ſincere deſire of my own 


abjection, to inflame me with his love, and 
to. 
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to make me deſerve thereby to bleſs him 
eternally with you. Amen. | 


LEALALAL ASL ASLIG EXELL 
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XXXVI. SUFFERING of CHIRST. 


The colaneſs of his friends, and the triumph. 


| of his enemies. 


leveral others, which are ſometimes as ſen- 


ſible as the firſt. This is what Chriſt ex- 


perienced all his life, but- particularly in 


his paſſion, every circumſtance of Which 


alone was ſufficient to torment him: Such 


were, when he was ſeized in the garden of 


Gethſemani, the treaſon of Judas, the flight 


of his other deſciples, the inſolence and 
cruelty of the ſoldiers; and upon the croſs, 


the diſlocation of his bones, the weight of 
his body, and ſeveral other ſuch particula- 


rities, which we muſt endeavour to omit. 


nothing of, when we meditate on our. Sa- 
viour's paſſion; that we may compaſſionate 
all his pains in particular, and give him 
thanks for them, ſince they coſt him fo. 
dear, and are ſo profitable to us. 


Thus among the reproaches which he 
endured, when he was dragged with ſo 
much ignominy thorough the ſtreets of 7e- 


ruſalem, 


* E AI ſufferings ſeldom come alone, 
and they are commonly ſucceeded by 
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ruſalem, we may conſider, as circumſtances 
which gave him an extreme pain, though 
few perlons reflect thereon, on one hand, 
the loſs of his reputation in the minds of 
his friends, whoſe eſteem he had acquired, 
by the greatneſs of his miracles, the purit 
of his doarine, and the holineſs of his life; 
and on the other, the triumph of his ene- 
mies, who enjoyed the fruit of their ma- 
tice. For, that he might more fully ſhew 
us the extent of his charity, he never ſpared 
himſelf in any thing; becauſe he was plea- 
ſed, that in all kind of ſufferings that can 
happen to us, we might find in him a com- 
panion, a model, and a comforter. 

II. We muſt not doubt but thoſe who 
had followed Chriſt ſo long, who had been 
witneſſes of his wonders, and had ſeen peo- 

ple in crowds run after him, even into the 
deſart, were extremely ſhaken at the ſight 
of ſo prodigious a change: for the people 
do not penetrate far into the divine coun- 
ſels, and are guided much more by what 
ſtrikes the ſenſes, than by right reaſon and 
the underſtanding of the truth. Thus, af- 
ter having admired Chriſt when the winds, 
the ſeas, the ſick, the dead, and the devils, 
obeyed him; when they ſaw him cloathed 
with that robe of ignominy, his hands 
bound behind him, a rope about his neck, 

and led by the ſoldiers and executioners, 
their rezſon was diſturbed. Even thoſe 


whom he had healed, 8 to doubt whe- 
ther 
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ther their cure came from him, and whe- 
ther it would continue. 

The minds of that people being in ſuſpenſe 
betwixt the miracles which our Saviour had 
done, and the reproaches which he endured, 
knew not what ſide to take. They ſome- 
times judged that ſo many miracles could 
only come from a man ſent from God: 
ſometimes, that if that man was innocent, he 
ſhould not be treated with ſo much rigour. 
Thus they wavered in their own thoughts ; 
and their ignorance of the divine myſtery, 
Joined to the natural inclination men have 
to diffidence, ſtill augmented that incer- 
tainty. 

Chriſt ſaw clearly their little faith, and he 
was ſenſibly touched therewith, out of the 
zeal he had for their ſalvation. This was a 
pain peculiar to himſelf, and which the mar- 
tyrs were not able to feel; becauſe they 
knew not the bottom of. men's hearts. 
Even his moſt intimate friends, as the apo- 
ſtles, Magdalen, Martha, Lazorus, and 
ſome others, with whom he lived more fa- 
miliarly, and whom he had inſtructed with 
more care, though they had no ſuſpicion 
of his innocence, "becaule they were perſua- 
ded of his ſanctity, and of the hatred of 
the Fews; were ſhaken nevertheleſs in the 
faith of his divine perſon, ſceing he neither 
ſaid or did am [thing for his own defence. 
The ſincerity of their love, and the weak- 


nels of their faith, cauſed i in them that i Mn. 


terior 


BY 
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terior trouble, which was ſo much the more 


ſenſible to Chriſt, as he was the more con- 
cerned. at their infidelity, than at his own 


ſufferings. 


HE On the other hand, he beheld his 
enemies triumphing and applauding them- 
ſelves in the ſucceſs of their injuſtice, vo- 
miting againſt him a thouſand blaſphemies, 
calling him impoſtor, ſeditious, magician, 
and thus turning the glory of his works, 
the excellence of his doctrine, and the great- 


neſs of his power, to his own confuſion. 


He ſaw them inſulting his friends and 
diſciples, when he met them; and drawing 
the ſame advantage from his ſilence, as it 
he had been convicted of all the crimes 
whereof they accuſed him. He ſaw them 
treating his miracles as magic, his truths as | 
lies, and his holineſs as folly. He ſaw that 
what was molt divine in nim, drew upon him 
the greateſt reproaches ; that the malice, 
hatred, envy, and blaſphemies of his ene- 
mies, paſſed for the zeal of religion, for a 
ſincere love of their country, and for an 
effect of prudence. One muſt have expe- 
rienced that fort of injuſtice, in order to 
form any idea of that which Chriſt then 


ſuffered, and to comprehend that what the 


moſt conſummate virtue can do, is to ſup- 
port itſelf on thoſe occaſions. wy 

But becauſe our Saviour could not ſuffer 

in his humanity, all that the martyrs and 

other ſaints have ſuffered, he chole among | 

| is 
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his ſufferings, not only thoſe wherein the 
whole perfection of virtue is practiſed, but 
alſo thoſe which may ſerve as an example 
to all ſorts of afflicted perſons. David, in 
order to teſtify how clean his heart was 


from any hatred againſt his enemies, con- 


fented to ſee them triumphing over him, 
as to ſee the greateſt evil that could befal 
Him, if he had ever given way to revenge; 
and he made this imprecation againſt him- 
ſelf: If 1 have rendered to them that repaid 
me evils, let me wworthily fall empty from my 
enemies. Let the enemy perſecute my ſoul, and 
take it, and tread down my hfe into the earth, 
and bring down my glory into the duſt. And 
notwithſtanding, behold what Chriſt has 
ſuffered, with all the circumſtances which 
could render that png infinitely ſenſible to 
him. (Pal. vii. 

The perfection 5h our Saviour here 
teaches his ſervants, 1s ſo pure and ſublime, 
that we may beſeech him with David, (Pſ. 
Ixvi. 1.) as the greateſt happineſs that can 
happen to us in this life, to #25 us, to illu- 
minate his countenance upon us, and have mer- 
c eon us: that we may know his way upon 
earth, in all nations his ſalvation. For 
thoſe examples are ſo high and divine, 
that all nature is aſtoniſhed thereat, and 
cannot attain thereto without a particular 
grace. 

IV. In the firſt place, becauſe we ſee in 


the reproaches of Chriſt, that humiliation 
_ Joined 


XXXVI. ſuffering of Chriſt. 73 
Joined to a good conſcience, is a ſurer way 
for gaining heaven, than all the eſteem of 
the world, how juſt and holy ſoever it 
may appear. Chriſt knew how important 
it was, for the ſanctification of men, that 
he ſhould be acknowledged and adored; 
and yet he judged that that great deſign 
would be better accompliſhed by ignominy, 
than by praiſes; though that divine re- 
deemer could never be either ſufficiently 
praiſed, or praiſed fallely. How much 
ſurer then 1s that very way for us, who 
may always juſtly believe ourſelves unwor- 
thy of all praiſe in the fight of God? For 
the honours which one man pays to ano- 
ther, are commonly falſe or inſincere, 
ſerve only to blind him concerning his own 
failings, give him more eſteem for himſelf 
than he ought to have, introduce pride into 
his ſoul, deſtroy virtue therein, and weaken 
in it the deſire of pleaſing God, who alone 
truly knows what we are, and what we de- 
ſerve. 

But he, who is under little or no con- 
cern about the opinion of men, who on 
the contrary is afraid of their praiſes, and 
deſires only to pleaſe God, poſſeſſes in the 
midſt of contempts an interior peace and 
conſolation, which the world cannot com- 
prehend. He is content with being known 
only by God alone, his true judge; is 
full of confidence in the dangers and miſe- 
ries of this life; and happier a thouſand 

Vor. III. D times 


_ 
4 
* * . * 


— . . 71» . : OY 


Gag Re es 


— ä «—1˙ÜO—— 7 a ——_—_— Pr ——_s 
* Vw 24 r 3 — o — 
_ 


- 
— 


WE ine» doe ip 


— 


74 XXXVI. ſuffering of Chriſt. 


| hilated Jeſus continually before their eyes, 


own weakneſſes, they ſhould be better diſ- 


times amidſt the humiliations he endures 
for Chriſt, than worldlings are in the high- 
eſt ſplendor of their glory. Vo. 

O that perſons, aſpiring to angelical 
perfection, did but fully comprehend this 
truth? If they had the humbled and anni- 


how content would they live, how full of 
conſolation, of peace, and of light would 
they be! Many praiſe and eſteem the hu- 
miliations of our Saviour ; but there are 
very few that love them. And nevertheleſs 
experience teaches us, that God conducts 
by that way ſuch ſouls as he deſigns to raiſe 
in his church to an eminent ſanctity; and 
makes them find ineſtimable treaſures in the 
moſt profound humiliations. | 

V. In the ſecond place, Chriſt teaches u 
how perfect our faith ought to be, and how 
pure our charity; that is to ſay, elevated 
above the eſteem and affection of the world. 
He knew that the love and faith of his diſci- 
ples would be ſhaken by his humiliations; 
becauſe their faith was founded upon his 
miracles, and their love upon his favours; 1 
but he judged it better to put their faith and 
love to ſo ſevere a trial, and to put them 
ſelves in danger of loſing both, than to be 
only imperfectly known and loved by them. 
He foreſaw, that being - humbled by their 


oſed to receive his ſpirit which:reſts only 
on the humble ; and which was, one day to 
LP confirm 


* 
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confirm their faith, and purify their cha- 
mn. | 
Indeed it happened that thoſe who had 
been diſturbed by the reproaches of our 
Saviour, afterwards placed their whole glo- 
ry in being like him, ſo far as to triumph 
with joy, that they had been reputed worthy 
to ſuffer reproach for the name of Feſus (Acts 

V. al} | 

Many love Chriſt, whilſt nothing hap- 
pens to them contrary to their deſires; but 
there are very few who, finding themſelves 
deprived of ſenſible graces, and perſecuted 
by the world at the fame time, perſevere in 
the purity of love. Though God com- 
monly prevents ſouls with the bleflings of 
his ſweetneſs, in order to draw them to 
him; yet he will be loved for himſelf, and 
not for his gifts. Hence it is that he hides 
them ſo often, and deprives us of the ſen- 
timent of his preſence, to try whether we 
love him purely and diſintereſtedly. For 
if the ſoul runs after the heavenly bride- 
groom, only when it feels the odour of his 
perfumes; if it thinks itſelf abandoned, 
when it finds them no longer! if it then 
goes to ſeek comfort among creatures, it is 
manifeſt, that it loves the gift more than 
the giver, and the conſolation of God more 
than the God of conſolation. To love Je- 
ſus crucified, deſpiſed, and afflicted; and 


to find him no leſs beautiful in his reproach- 
| D2 E85 
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es, than in his ſweet communications, is 
the proof of pure love. 

This is a language very unknown to him 
who has not reliſhed Chriſt, and does not 
make it his chief occupation to know and 
love him ; wherein notwithſtanding conſiſts 
the end for which we were created. 

Although God bears with an unfaithful 
ſoul in this ſo imperfect a ſtate, and tho 
his goodneſs forſakes it not; yet it is cer- 
tain at leaſt, that it ſhall ſpend its life in a 
great poverty of interior goods, and that 
it ſhall not know what it loſes. On the 
contrary, a ſoul that gives itſelf up entire- 
ly to the love of Chriſt, and to the deſire 
of imitating him, ſhall find him ſo jealous, 
that it ſhall no longer have the freedom of 
loving any thing with him, not even his 
gifts. Thoſe are great favours; but who 
can expreſs what God communicates to 
thoſe that love him purely? What we 
know of this matter is, that faith aſſures 
us that God is infinitely good, infinitely 
amiable, and infinitely liberal; and that 
pure love obliges us to love what he is, 
and not what he gives. When love is ſuch, 
it is always conſtant, whatever trouble be- 
fals us, either within or without; becauſe 
it conſiders nothing but God alone, who 
changes not; and it no leſs adheres to God 
when he afflicts, than when he comforts; 
when he chaſtiſes, than when he careſſes. 

c VI. In 
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VI. In fine, our Saviour was pleaſed to 
ſuffer the contempts and triumph of his 
enemies, for the conſolation of his ſervants, 
againſt whom it ſo often happens that wick- 
edneſs prevails: for thoſe that love God 
purely, and apply themſclves with all their 
power to procure his glory, and the ſalva- 
tion of their neighbour, are almoſt conti- 


nually oppoſed by the wicked, who cannot 


ſuffer any perſon to interrupt them in the 
licentiouſneſs wherein they live : and God 
ſometimes permits his friends to draw no 
other advantage from their zeal than con- 
tempt; and all their virtue to paſs, even 
among good people, for the heat of intereſt 
or paſſion. T - 
One muſt have. experienced this contra- 
diction, to comprehend how troubleſome 
it is. The true ſervants of God, leeing 
the ſtorm ariſiig againit them, have no 
difficulty in yielding: they eaſily perſuade 
themſelves that God will not have them to 
ſucceed in their undertaking; but requires 
ſomething more profitable to his glory, 
which is their patience, their chaſtiſements, 
and their humiliation. For there is a ſe- 
cret conſolation in ſuffering as a ſaint, and 
in being regarded as a man perſecuted for 
juſtice; but nothing is more grievous than 
to ſuffer as a wicked perſon, and as a hy- 
pocrite. Then it is they have need of an 


extreme fidelity for entering into them- 


. felves; for renouncing their own views, 


„ how 
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how holy ſoever they may appear to them ; 
for allowing themſelves to be il-treated 
by every body, without complaining ; and 
or not imagining that they are in the right, 
and others in the wrong. 

They ought then to have their eyes con- 
tinually fixed on Chriſt, who was treated 
as a convicted criminal; to pray to him 
for their perſecutors; to judge themſelves 
unworthy of the happineſs there is in ſuf- 
fering for the glory of God, and the ſalva- 
tion of their neighbour; and to think on 
the contrary, that God often makes uſe 
of his own enemies for puniſhing his un- 
faithful ſervants. | 
| Let them therefore abandon the care of 
their reputation to him, and eſteem them- 
ſelves too happy in having ſome ſhare in 
the humiliations of Chriſt: for then, if 
God requires any other thing of them for 
his glory, he will furniſh them with the 
means, and give them ſtrength to put it 
in execution. But becauſe perſecution ſuf- 
fered for juſtice, is not always fo eaſy to 
be diſtinguiſhed as it is difficult to be ſup- 
ported, Chriſt was pleaſed to ſuffer in fi- 
lence the dereliction of his friends, and the 
triumph of his enemies, in order to teach 
us, that on ſuch occaſions we ought to be 
filent, to leave to God the care of our ju- 
ſtification, and to begin by overcoming the 
world in ourſelves, till we can overcome it 
in the world. | 
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triumph of his enemies. 


HAT then is that extreme abjec- 
tion wherein I behold thee, O my 
Jeſus! Why doit thou ſuffer thy friends to 


abandon thee, and even thy miracles and 


virtues to become a ſubject of humiliation 
to thee, and of triumph to thy enemies ? 
In every thing thou haſt done, ſuffered, 

and taught, thou propoſedſt for thy aim the 
falvation-of fouls : ; why then doſt thou ex- 
pole thoſe that are deareſt to thee to the 
danger of loſing the faith? Why doſt thou 
allow thyſelf to be deſpiſed to ſuch a de- 
gree, that thoſe who have heard, followed, 
and loved thee, are aſhamed of thee ? And 
how ſhould they not be ſhaken when they 
fee thy enemies triumph, thy apoſtles tak- 


ing flight, and thy whole flock diſperſed ; 


and when they behold thyſelf oppreſſed, 
humbled, and abandoned? Thus thou ſut- 
fereſt the loſs of thy reputation, and the 
danger of thy friends; and all that thou 
ſuffereſt for me. 

How wilt thou be loved purely, O my 


God ! that faith which is limited to what 


is ſeen, is not agreeable to thee ; and thou 
art not content with a ſoul that loves thee 
more for thy gifts than for thyſelf. Thy 

D 4 diſciples 


P * - 
5 . q mn wr 3 - 40-4" 1:69 * 


—— 


— 
A 


ä — 


1 


80 Contemplation ou XXXVI. ſuffering. 
diſciples who had loved thee, amidſt the 
applauſes that were given thee, and the 
benefits they received from thee, could 
not ſtill love thee in abjection. Thou 
wouldſt try their faith and love by thy re- 
proaches, in order to draw them from the 
number of thoſe who loved thee only out 
of intereſt, and to elevate their thoughts 
above what appears in thee. 

For that reaſon it was neceſiary thou 
ſhouldſt ſend them the holy ghoſt, and give 
us admirable examples of the love which 
thou requireſt of us. For as thou art infinite- 
ly pure, infinitely ſincere, and infinitely per- 
fect, thou art not content with ſeeing in 
our ſouls an ordinary purity of love: thou 
requireſt of us an entire diſengagement 
from every creature. Thou deſireſt to be 


loved alone, O God of love ! and thou 


wilt be loved alone, not for what we expect 
from thee, but purely for what thou art. 

II. Thou wilt have us baniſh from. our 
hearts every thing that is not thyſelf, how 
great, how holy, or how excellent ſoever 
it be; that thou alone mayſt find place in 
a ſoul which thou loveſt ſo purely. How 
happy 1s he that loves thee in this manner ! 
When ſhall J love thee thus, O my Lord 
and my God ? Alas, how far am I from 
it! how full am I of favourable thoughts 
of myſelf! how many views of ſclt-love 
are there! in me! how often am I ex 
| wit 
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with the deſire of pleaſing men, of being 
known and loved by them 

If my friends are diſcontented with my 
conduct, it they happen to loſe the eſteem 
they had for me, or if they do not cor- 
reſpond to that which I have for them, I 
fall into trouble: I would have them to 
praiſe my actions, divine my intentions, 
and to approve of both, | 

And yet that, O Lord! is but the leaſt 
part of my miſery, and of that ſhameful 
ſlavery, whereto I am reduced by the pal- 
ſion I have of ſeeing myſelt eſteemed by 
every body. Permit me not, O my God! 
any longer to follow thoſe corrupt deſires : 
thy 2 ſuffers them; but thy ſanctity 
condemns them: may thy goodneſs root 
them out of my heart. | 
Alas! in the very moment that I im- 
plore thy mercy, I ſeek perhaps my own 
intereſt more than thy love. If I have 
a holy and virtuous friend, I am united to 
him rather by a ſentiment of human at- 
fection, than by a pure and ſpiritual friend- 
ſhip. When wilt thou heal my ſoul of 
this corruption ? 

How rare on earth is that pure love, 
which deſires but thee alone, O my God. 
But how excellent is it! it is above the ho- 
lieſt works, the moſt virtuous friends, and 
all the goods of heaven and earth; becauſe 
it confines me to thee alone, and makes 
| D 5 me 
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me leave all for thee, as thou haſt left all 
oz; 1 _ 
III. Can it be ſurpriſing to ſee me re- 
nounce all things, for teſtifying my love to 
thee, after what thou haſt done for teſtify- 
ing thine to me? Tho? I had been thy laſt 
end and ſovereign felicity, as thou art mine, 
what couldſt thou have done more than to 
deſpiſe for my ſake honours, friends, and 
a reputation ſo juſtly acquired? Thou waſt 
pleaſed to loſe all theſe advantages, O 
Lord! in order to teach me how pure thy 
love is, and what the purity of mine ought 
to be. And I who am but a worm of the 
earth, think I do a great deal when I re- 
nounce baſe e and vain honours for 
thee: 
What good doſt thou find in me, O my 
God! to deſire that 1 ſhould be wholly 
thine, and that I ſhould ſigh after nothing 
but thee alone? But if I loved thee thus, 
what ſhould I not find in thee ? how happy 
ſhould I be, if I were only poſſeſt with KB 
thee ? When ſhall I ſee myſelf diſcharged } 
from the weight of this fleſh, which draws | 
me always towards the earth ? thou ele- 
vateſt me, and it dejects me; thou inflam- 
eſt me, and it freezes me; thou purifeſt 
me, and it defiles me; thou filleſt me with 
thyſelf, and it deprives me of all thy bleſ- 
fings. O that the fire of thy love could at 
laſt conſume in me the corruption of the 
earthly man. 
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IV. O divine Jeſus! in this moment, 
and for ever, I renounce all creatures. I 
renounce my parents, friends, pleaſures, 
liberty, reputation, and every thing that 
is capable of poſſeſſing my heart. Supply, 
O Lord! by thy mercy, the defect thou 
ſeeſt in this reſolution, that it may be ſuch 
as thou deſireſt it. Waſh my ſoul, O di- 
vine purity! that it may be thy abode ; ; 
and purity it, that its whole weight may 
carry it towards thee. 

It for loving thee purely and only, O 
my ſovereign good! it be neceſſary I ſhould 
loſe the friendſhip, favour, protection, and 
eſteem even of the holieſt men; I heartily 
conſent thereto. Let all things be want- 
ing to me, provided I poſſeſs thee ; let all 
creatures abandon me, provided thou be 
with me. Let people treat me as they 
pleaſe, provided I may live for thee, and 
die in thee. 

O that I could attain to that purity of 
love! Come, O my Saviour! come into 
my foul | operate therein by thy mercy, 
what thou haſt taught me by ſuch greftit 
labours. Since thou knoweft my lite is 
but a kind of death, if thou liveſt not in 
me; grant I may become ſo pure, as to 
deſerve that thou mayſt be my life, my 
love, and my glory. Let me then be de- 
prived of all help, ſupport, and conſola- 
tion, Iwill not complain: for thou alone 

wilt 
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wilt ſuffice me. O if that happy moment 
might ſoon come! | 
V. Here I confeſs my infirmity and mi- 


| {ery before thy mercy, O my God! that 


thou mayſt heal me, and give me what 
thou requireſt of me. Thou haſt ordered 
me that when I ſhall have done all things 
which are commanded me, to ſay I am an un- 
profitable ſervant : (Luke xvii. 10.) becaule 
the good I am able to do comes from thee, 
and not from myſelf. But this day thou 
teacheſt me in thyſelf, O eternal truth ! 
how pure and diſengaged my heart ought 
to be, in the good works which I do; that 
if they are deemed bad, if they are de- 
tamed, if they are made uſe of for perſe- 
cuting me, not as a ſaint, which would be 
ſweet; but as a wicked perſon, a profli- 
gate, a hypocrite, I may not allow myſelf 


to be diſturbed; and that I may ſuffer 


every thing that ſhall be ſaid againſt me, 
with a peaceful heart, and a ſincere deſire 

of imitating, loving, and poſſeſſing thee. 
When I conſider theſe truths, I love 
them; when thou inſpireſt me with them, 
I deſire the practice thereof; when thou 
ſheweſt me them in thyſelf, I abſolutely de- 
fire to become like thee. But, alas ! how 
weak am I, when any occaſion of prac- 
tiſing them preſents itſelſ. I confeſs it, O 
Lord! my fleſh ſinks under the weight of 
that croſs, my mind goes aſtray, my faith 
. is 
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is ſhaken, patience eſcapes me ; and I have 


Z then an extreme need of thy aſſiſtance. 


But thou, O my Saviour! tho* thou 
waſt pleaſed to aſſume the form of a ſlave, 
thou couldſt not be called an unprofitable 


ſervant, ſince thou alone giveſt to all men 


what 1s profitable to them for eternal life. 
Thy doctrine is pure, thy works are di- 
vine, thy life is holy, and all that is the 
effect of thy own virtue, and not of any 
foreign virtue. Notwithſtanding thou per- 
mitteſt thyſelf to be accuſed of falfity in 
thy words, and of malice in thy actions; 
that they might become a ſubject of humi- 
liation to thyſelf, and of glory to thy ene- 
mies; whom thou permitteſt to be juſti- 
fied, whilſt thou art condemned; praiſed 
whilſt thou art blamed; and to paſs for- 
wile and religious men, whilſt thou art re- 
garded as one wicked and fooliſh. 

O ſovereign truth! how far art thou. 
above our knowledge, and how inſupporta- 
ble to nature is ſuch a treatment! How- 
ever thou wilt have thy ſervants know thee, 
love thee, and imitate thee in that ſtate ;. 


| and not to find thee leſs beautiful in thy: 


humiliations, than in thy glory. Thou. 
wilt have me to follow thee, obey thee, 
and embrace thee as tenderly when thou. 
comeſt ta me with the croſs, as if thou. 
cameſt to me with all the bleſſings of thy 
ſweetneſs. 5 l 
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VI. I acknowledge that it is moſt juſt, 
O my God! But how can I ever attain 
thereto, being ſo weak as I am? I tremble 
whenever any ; occaſion of ſuffering appears. 
Fortify me, O Lord! and ſeparate this 
heart from the earth, that it may no longer 
reſiſt thy will. Remember that in the gar- 
den of Olives, the fight of the torments 
which were prepared for thee, drew from 
thy veins a ſweat of blood. What then 
ſhall I do, I who am weakneſs itſelf? I 
will cry towards thee ; I will invoke thee 
as my Lord and'my God, who alone can 
work in me what I cannot expect trom my- 
ſelf. Thou deſireſt that after having done 
all that is commanded me, I ſhould ſtill. 
call myſelf an unprofitable ſervant ; be- 
cCauſe thou art the author of all the good I 
do. 

Yes, O Lord! I acknowl:dge before 
thee, that I am the moſt unprofitable, 
weak, and miſerable of thy ſervants. And 
therefore I throw myſelf into thy arms, 
and beſeech thee by thy infinite goodneſs, 
to work in me the wonders of thy grace. 
I aſk thee not the deliverance from the 
evils I endure, but the ſtrength of endur- 
Ing them for thy love. I do not even aſk 
thee for the conſolation which would be 
capable of mitigating them; but ſatisfied 
with thy love and "imitation ; I afk thee 

only for the grace of living and dying up- 


on the croſs. 
VII. I know 
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VII. I know my iniquity, O Lord! 
and I conſent to be treated by thee in this 
life as a criminal. I conſent that my ene- 
mies ſhould triumph over me, provided I 
do what I ought, that I ſhould not eſteem 
mvyſelf better than others; that I ſhould 
not flatter myſelf; and that I ſhould ſuffer 
perſecution for juſtice : but that I ſhould 
rather perſuade myſelf that I ſuffer much 
leſs than I have deſerved. I beg alfo of 
EZ thee the grace of loving my enemies, as if 
they were my true friends ; and to regard 
them with a ſincere reſpect, as the mi- 
niſters of thy providence and of thy will. 
Diſcover the ſtrength of thy ſpirit, by 
rendering me of an unworthy ſervant as I 
am, as faithful in thy ſervice, and as ſub- 


| ject to thy will as thou deſireſt me to be. 


Grant that I may never diſtinguiſh him 
that perſecutes me; not conſider whether 
he be good or wicked ; not mind the ſtone 
that hits me, but always to regard the hand 


© that throws it at me; not complain of the 


injury that is done me ; nor ſleek to juſtify 
myſelf; but that all my defence and con- 
ſolation may be in imitating thee. 

Open me thy treaſures, O Lord! beſtow 
them largely upon me, and ſhew in thy 
poor creature the riches of thy grace : take 
from me every thing that is ſenſible, and 
unite me to thee by the bonds of pure 
love: for I deſire nothing but thee alone, 
O my God, my love, and my all ! 

O moſt 


38 XXXVIL ſuffering of Chrif. 


O moſt holy mother of God ! you who 
are the ſupport of the weak, and the re- 
fuge of ſinners, obtain me this favour, 
You know that my foul was created to love 
God above all things : and that it cannot 
find its felicity without him : let me then 
deſire him, ſeek him, follow him with all 
my heart, eſteem only what can conduct 
me to him, and fear only what may ſepa- 
rate me from him. Bleſſed ſpirits, aſſiſt 
this baniſhed wretch, in elevating my heart 
to God with whom ye are filled ; that be- 
ing content with him alone, I may love 
nothing beſides him; and that I may ne- 
ver be troubled by any thing but what ee 
parates me from him. Amen. 


CAN GAYE YER? | 
XXXVII. SUFFERING of CHRIST. 


Barabbas zs preferred to him. 


'T was expreſſing a great contempt for 
Chriſt, to compare him to Barabbas, 
and to judge him worthy of the ſame pu- 
niſhment as was due to a thief, a ſeditious 
perſon, a murtherer, and' a diſturber of 
the public peace. The malice of the Fews 
forgot nothing for confounding the ſon of 


God with malefactors, and endeavoured to 


gain 
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gain by their obſtinacy, outcries, and 


threats, what they could not obtain by the 
ways of juſtice. For having led our Sa- 
viour to Pilate, early in the morning on 
the day of the Paſch, the ſolemneſt day in 
the year; and that magiſtrate having aſked 
them what they accuſed him of, they took 
it amiſs, that being the chief of the nation, 
he ſhould not be believed guilty when they 
brought him; and anſwered haughtily : if 


= be were not a malefactor, we would not have 


| ; delivered him up to thee. Pilate, offended 


with that anſwer, ſaid to them: take him 
your ſelves, and judge him according to your law, 
not thinking that they could, either ac- 
cording to the Roman laws, or the rules of 
natural equity, judge him without Know- 
ledge of the matter. (John xviii. 30.) 

But becauſe they deſigned that Chriſt 
ſhould be crucified, and becauſe it was not 
permitted them to condemn any one to the 


& croſs; they accuſed him of ſeveral crimes 


which were commonly puniſhed in that 


manner; as of having cauſed an inſurrec- 
tion of the people from Galilee to Feruſa- 
lem, deſigned to make himſelf a king, and 


forbidden tribute to be paid to Ceſar. 

- Tho! all theſe accuſations ſeemed incre- 
dible, and ſuſpected by Pilate, in the very 
manner in which they were propoſed ; yet 
he thought proper to diſſemble, and im- 


meſdiately referred the judgment to Herod. 


But when he ſaw afterwards that that Prices 
2 
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had had no regard thereto, and that they 
demanded with great eagerneſs, but with- 
out any proof, the condemnation of Chriſt, 
he himſelf would interrogate him in ſecret, 
concerning his kingdom and origin. Our 
Saviour denied not that he was a king, af- 
firming only that his kingdom was not of 
this world, and that if it had been ſo, his 
ſubjects would have fought, to have hin- 
dered their king from falling into the hands 
of the Fews. 

II. This anſwer deſerves to be conſidered 
attentively, becauſe the ſenſe of it is ob- 
ſcure. What! if our Lord had been a 
king of the earth, would his earthly ſub- 
jects have defended him againſt his ene- 
mies? and becauſe he is the king of hea- 
ven, his heavenly ſubjects defend him not? 
Are theſe then leſs faithful, or leſs affectio- 
nate than thoſe of the earth would be? 

But we muſt know that thoſe two ſorts 
of ſubjects have very different views. 
Thoſe of the earth maintain the cauſe of 
their king, without knowing whether it be 
Juſt or unjuſt, profitable or hurtful ; whe- 
ther the ſucceſs thereof is to be happy or 
unhappy ; but thoſe of heaven, always 1]- 
luminated with the divine light, diſcover 
the nothingneſs of earthly goods, and know 
that they gain more in loſing than in poſ- 
ſeſſing them. And ſo they defend not the 
honour and life of their king : for beſides 
their king not deſiring it, they ſee that his 
| death 
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death and ignominies are to fill heaven 
with ſaints. 

It is for that reaſon at that they do 
not deliver their friends, living on earth, 
from the evils of this life; for fear of with« 
drawing them from the way of heaven, by 
withdrawing them from the croſs. And 
as things are ſeen in heaven with a much 
clearer light than on earth, they are go- 
verned there alſo by rules infinitely more 
Juſt and certain. 

But Pilate gave occaſion to Chriſt for re- 
vealing a great myſtery, by ſaying to him : 
art thou then a king ?, To whom Jeſus an- 
ſwered, thou ſayſt it; I am a king. For this 
was ] born, and for this I came into the world, 
that I may give teſtimony to the truth. Every 
ene that is of the truth, heareth my voice. Pi- 
late ſaith to him; what is truth? (John 
XVili. 37.) And after having put this queſ- 
tion to him, he departed without waiting 
for an anſwer thereto, to go to {peak to 
the Jews. How full of inſtruction are 
theſe words for all thoſe that deſire to 
follow the doctrine of our Saviour! for 
by comparing their affections and con- 


duct with that doctrine, they will eafily 


know whether they walk according to the 
truth, or whether they ſuffer themſelves to 
be ſeduced by the falſe goods which it re- 

jects. 
As the affair here in hand is no leſs than 
the loſs or ſalvation of the ſoul, it is ns: 
the 
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the utmoſt importance to every one to be- 
have therein with ſuch precaution and vi- 
gilance, that they may not fall into the 
_ misfortune of being rejected by Jeſus 
Chriſt. But, alas! how much is it to be 
feared that many imitate Pilate's negligence, 
aſking ſlightly, what is truth ; without 
giving himſelf the leiſure to wait till he is 
| anſwered. Becauſe he did not concern him- 
{elf about being illuminated with the divine 
light which he had before his eyes, and 
knowing what he was not willing to 
follow, | 
III. He comprehended not therefore 
what our Saviour had begun to ſay of his 
heavenly kingdom, and of the truth. Be- 
ſides, not finding any thing in him, after 
having carefully interrogated him, that 
claſhed with Ceſar's intereſt ; and ſeeing 
that Herod had ſent him back without con- 
demning him, he judged that if that man 
was guilty, it could only be for having 
ſpoken againſt the cuſtoms or religion of 
the eus. Therefore he reſolved to cauſe 


him to be ſcourged, in order to appeaſe the 


commotions raiſed among the people on 
his account, and afterwards to let him go. 

But the chiefs of the Jes were not 1a- 
tisfied with that puniſhment, which ſeemed 
to them too ſmall : they were even afraid 
leſt Chriſt, who obſerved ſo ſtrict a ſilence 
in public, had ſatisfied Plate in private; 
and left he had diſcovered to him their — 
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tred and injuſtice. Thus ſeeing all their 


meaſures in danger of being fruſtrated, 
they redoubled their outcries ; and Pilate, 


in order to ſave Chriſt, or rather to deliver 


himſelf from their importunity, propoſed 
this expedient to them. 

He knew that the governor of Judea was 
accuſtomed every year at that time, to 
grant the Jews the life and liberty of a 
criminal, whom they themſelves ſhould 
chuſe, becauſe their forefathers had been 
delivered on the ſame day from the capti- 
vity of Egypt. He therefore propoſed two 
priſoners to them, Jeſus and Barabbos, not 
doubting but they would abandon Barab- 
has, newly convicted of ſedition and mur- 
ther, and that they would demand the de- 

liverance of Chriſt, from whom they had 
received a thouſand favours, and whoſe 
modeſty, patience, meekneſs, and equality 
amidſt ſo many injuries, clearly ſhewed his 
innocence. But the contrary happened: 
for the people ſpurred on by the chiefs, 
demanded all with one voice, the life of 
Barabbas, and the death of Chriſt; and 
obtained both. Behold the recompence 
which our Saviour received for ſo man 
benefits ! It cannot be expreſſed what pain 
that unworthy preference occaſioned him ; 
and it is better to leave it to the meditation 
of pious ſouls, than to endeavour to ex- 
preis it here by words, 


IV. The 
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IV. The ſon of God clearly ſhewed in 


his perſon at that time, What he had taught 


his apoſtles before, for encouraging them 


to ſuffer the hardſhips which the world was 3 


preparing for them. I the werld hates you, 
know that it hated me before you. If you were 
of the world, the world weuld love its own : 

but becauſe you are not of the world, but I have 
choſen you out of the world, therefere the 
world. hates you. (John xv. 18.) For the 
world loves what belongs to it : it defends 
thieves, abſolves murtherers, delivers the 
ſeditious, favours malefactors; and it con- 
demns the author of life : it puts to death 
the prince of the earth, and prefers the 


guilty to the innocent. 


Behold what the world is which we ſerve, 
which we adore, to which we ſacrifice our 


quiet, our life, our conſcience, and our 


eternity; which perſecutes virtue, ſupports 
vanity, and honours vice ; ; which deceives, 


and is believed; which gives nothing but 


falſe goods, and yet it is followed. 

It will be very profitable for thoſe, who, 
diſguſted of the world, ſincerely love and 
follow Chriſt, to conſider here two things. 
Firſtly, in what manner the world treats 


the ſon of God. by preferring to his divine 


majeſty, a murderer and a public thief. 
Secondly, that tho* the world loves the 


wicked, that love is terminated in their 


eternal ruin and confuſion ; whereas Chriſt 


loves the good only in order to crown them 


with 
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with glory; and the wicked in order to 
juſtify, and fave t 

V. It muſt be . however, that he 
who ſhall enter into the ſanctuary, and ſhall 
know the interior diſpoſitions of Chriſt, 
and his infinite love for ſinners, will judge 
that it is doing an injury to that divine 
Saviour, to reckon among his ſufferings, 
the preference given above him to murther- 
ers and malefactors. On the contrary, the 

urity of his love made him find that ex- 
change delightful; and it is true that to 


his prejudice the life of thoſe was ſaved 


whom he came to deliver by his death. 

For tho* nothing can be imagined more 
unjuſt than the choice of that ungrateful 
people, who judge their benefactor unwor- 
thy of life, and prefer to him a convicted 
malefactor; yet it may be believed that 
Chriſt had ſuffered a much greater pain, if, 


in order to preſerve a life to him which he 


deſigned to give for all, they had put that 
murtherer to death, however wicked he 
might be. For tho' ſo baſe a compariſon 


could be nothing elle in the Jews, but an 


effect of blindneſs and fin, it was in Chriſt 


an appointment of the eternal counſel, who 


was pleaſed to teach ſinners thereby, that 
in their neceſſities they may offer the life 


and blood of their Lord for themſelves. 


We ought therefore to be perſuaded, 


that Chriſt ſeeing the Fewws required the 
life of Barabbas, conſented thereto with all 


bis 


96 XXXVII. ſuffering of Chrif. 


his heart, offered himſelf to the eternal 
father for Barabbas and for all men, and 
obtained that - that exchange ſhould be ex- 
tended to all ſinners that would be ſaved, 
that none might fall into deſpair ; and that 
every one might be perſuaded that he who 
continually ſought ſinners during his life, 
and who, at his death, was accompanied 
with a thief from the croſs into paradiſe, 
will not refuſe his glory to thoſe ſinners 
that ſhall have recourſe to him. 

VI. This hope 1s certain on the part of 
Chriſt ; becaule he really gave himſelf for 
us: but it is very uncertain on ours, be- 
cauſe we exchange him every day for thoſe 
very things which ſeparate us from him. 


We become like the Jes, every time that 


we abandon God by ſin, to adhere to the 


creature. The exchange we then make is 


ſtill more unreaſonable than that which the 
Fews required: for in fine Barabbas was a 
man for whom our Lord was pleaſed to die; 


but to prefer to Chriſt mean things and 


ſhameful ſins which he has hated fo far as 
to die for deſtroying them, and vanities 
which he has ſo highly rejected, is a diſor- 
der which ought to cover us with confuſion, 
and take from us the boldneſs of only lift- 
ing up our eyes to heaven : for to ſin mor- 
tally is nothing elſe but to baniſh our Sa- 


viour from a demeſne which he has ac- 


quired by his blood, and to receive fin into 
his place, which fills hell with horror and 
confuſion, 


Or 8 o —_ * 5 
W 
p 
> RRR "+ 
3 
8 0 IK 5 2 
A 8 e 


Contemplation on XXXVIL. ſuffering. 97 


confuſion. Man nevertheleſs not only 
ſuffers that enemy in his ſoul, but he 
alſo ſleeps, eats, and lives peaceably with 
him. 

Are we not as guilty as the Fes ? for 
they acted from paſſion; were tranſported 
with envy and hatred againſt Chriſt, whom 
they knew not to be the ſon of God; but 
we who adore him, acknowledge him for 
what he 1s, and expect from him our eter- 
nal ſalvation, and all the goods of grace 
and glory, without being prejudiced by 


_ hatred, we offend him with ſo much faci- 


lity, that we eſteem as a trifle the misfor- 
tune of loſing him, and of exchanging 
him for the vain pleaſures of this world. 
Behold how we behave in regard of him ; 
and what cannot be ſufficiently admired is, 


that he is always patient in bearing with 


us, and loves us no leſs tenderly than he 
loved us on the very day that he died for us. 


* £4... 


CONTEMPLATION 


On Chriſt in the preference of Barabbas. 


OW ſhall I acknowledge, O Jeſus 

1 fon of the living God! the excels of 
thy love? Thou art not content with hav- 
ing taken the fleſh of ſinners, remaining 


with them, receiving them with goodnels, 


Vor. III. 8 and 
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and expiating their crimes ; but being in- 
capable of becoming truly a ſinner, thou 
waſt pleaſed to be put in the number of 

ublic malefactors, ſuch as murtherers and 
robbers; to be even judged more wicked 
than they, and leſs worthy of life; and to 
be at laſt crucified in the midſt of them, 
as more guilty than they. 

What ſhall I render thee, O Lord ! for 
all the favours thou haſt granted me ? 
What ſhall I do to correſpond to that infi- 


nite love wherewith thou haſt prevented 
me? Thou muſt have had a great deſire of 


being like me, ſince thou haſt taken upon 
thee all my mifſcries, fin only excepted, 
whereof thou haſt even taken the appear- 
ance. I can give thee nothing, O my 
God but this heart full of fins ; but this 
ſoul, whole miſery and malice thou be- 
holdeft : receive it, notwithſtanding its 
unworthineſs, and treat it according to thy 
will. For all the reproaches which thou 
wouldſt have me to ſuffer for thee, will 
not come near the ſmalleſt part of thoſe 
which thou haſt ſuffered for me. 

II. Pardon me, O Lord! all the time i| 
have employed in the ſervice of this world, 


which has not known thee, and was lo in- 
ſenſible of thy benefits. What! Bara bas 


a thief, a ſeditious perſon, and a murtherer, 
is deemed more worthy of life than thou 
O life of my ſoul ! Why have I loved thi : 


un uſt world ſo much? Why did I notÞ 
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always hate it? Ought I to have loſt thee 
for. pleaſing it? But what elſe could fo 
corrupt a world do, but condemn thee, O 
infinite purity, and protect thoſe that be- 
longed to it. This ungrateful world has 
ſoon loſt the remembrance of thy miracles, 


examples, and virtues, It has forgot the 


meekneſs with which thou treatedſt it, the 


4 wiſdom with which thou inſtructedſt it, 


the power with which thou healedſt it, che 
| patience with which thou ſufferedſt it, and 
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all the love thou ſhewedſt it. 


Thou didſt not offend any perſon. None 
came from thee without help and conſola- 
tion. Thou didſt not deſire the riches of 
this world; thou ſoughteſt neither its ho- 
nours nor pleafur es; and yet when it could 
* delivered thee from death, wherewith 

thy enemies threatened thee; it delivered a 
thief, and crucified thee : behold the world 
that J have loved, and ſerved, to which I 
have ſacrificed my cares and life! I am 
ſtill afraid of loſing it, am deſirous of 
gaining it, and I loſe myſelf with it. 
Give me, O Lord! all the contempt and 
hatred that J ought to have for it, that I 
may eſteem nothing but thee alone, love 
nothing but thee alone, and defire and ſeek 

nothing but thee alone. 

III. When ſhall I be in thy company, 
perſecuted with thee, and deſpiſed by the 
world like thee, O thou love of my foul ! 
What good can the world do me, or what 
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ought I to expect from it, when it treats thee 
ſo, O my God! thou who art the ſovereign 
good ? How much time have I loſt, how 
many thoughts have I loſt, and how many 
cares have I loſt! for I reckor as loſt, all 
that I have not ſacrificed to thee. Repair, 


O Lord! all theſe loſſes, by thy goodneſs; | 


inſpire me with a perfect horror of the 


world, that I may begin to love thee per- 


fectly. Let the world deſpiſe me, that I may 
reſemble thee ; let it hate me, that I may 
love thee ; let it reject me, that thou mayſt 
receive me; and let it treat me in ſuch a 
manner, that if Iam ſo miſerable as to reſiſt 
thy love, the perſecution of the world may 
at leaſt conſtrain me to ſeek thee. 

IV. But ſince the world rejects thee fo 
ſhamefully, O Jeſus, thou life and hope of 
my ſoul; come to me, I will receive thee, 
I will embrace thee, I will die for thee, and 
I will acknowledge thee, in life and death, 
for my Lord and my God. Let the world 
fay of thee what it Mak. let it treat thee 
with as much indignity as thou deſerveſt 


reſpect, I adore thee, O my firſt principle [ 


and lait end! I adore thee, O ſovereign 


truth! I adore thee, O treaſure of heaven- Þ | 
ly bleſſings! I adore thee, O companion 
and remedy of ſinners! I acknowledge thee Þ 
for my God in the midit of ſinners : and Þ 
whilſt a murtherer is preferred to th e, 1 
confeſs that thou art the author of et roa! Þ 


life, and the father of the world to come. 
] can- 
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] cannot ſufficiently admire the love which 
reduced thee to ſuch extremities; and my 
greateſt deſire is to find myſelf inflamed 
therewith, both in time and eternity. 

V. How many miſeries ſhalt thou find 
in me to be deſtroyed, O infinite mercy | 
When I conſider on one hand what IT am, 
and on the other, what thou haſt ſuffered 
for me, I feel myſelf ſo penetrated with 
conſuſion, that I wiſh I were able to hide 
myſelf within the bowels of the earth, I 
have deſerved to be ſwallowed up therein, 
and much more ſtill, the Fewws, who pre- 
fer Barabbas to thee, are leſs guilty than 1 
am.” 

They exchanged thee for a man whom 


thou wouldft ſave, and for whom thou 
waſt going to die; they did it out of the 
envy and hatred wherewith they were ani- 
* mated againſt thee; and as for me, O 
Lord! I have often exchanged thee for the 
meaneſt things in the world, without any 
beat of paſſion; but only for the pleaſure 
I found therein; not from any particular 
| hatred, but by the diſorderly inclination of 
my heart. 1 have abandoned thee, O thou 
God of my ſoul! for vanity, for things 
which thy holy law- forbad me, and tor, 


2 ſhameful and abominable fins. 


Thou didſt then repreſent to this miſer able 


; heart, by thy ſecret inſpirations, the good 
= I left, and the evil I did to myſelf: and I 
was ſo blind, that I choſe rather to taſte. 
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the vain pleaſures of creatures, than to poſ- 
feſs thee, O eternal beauty 1 12 

VI. How many times, O my God! 
have I deſpiſed thee, in order to ſeek the 
moſt contemptible things in the world ? 
How many times have I ſtifled thy divine 
ipirit, to do what the ſpirit of darknels 
luggeſted to me? Thou deſiredſt to live and 


reign in my heart, O my ſovereign good! 


and I was deſirous that ſin ſhould reign in 
it. Why do not my eyes melt in tears! 


Why do I preſume to appear before thee ? 


How can I lift up my eyes to thee, after 
having deſpiſed thee thus? Pardon me, O 
merciful father! ſuch great indignit'es. 

O that T had never loſt thee, that T had 
never baniſhed thee from my heart! but, 
alas]! I have exchanged thee for death, O 
true life of my foul! I have preferred the 

Ignorance and (blindneſs of the world to 
thee, O eternal wiſdom! IJ have quitted 
| thee to walk in darkneſs, O divine light 
I have reſiſted thy ſpirit, to ſatisfy my 


fleſh; have violated thy law, to content 


my pride; and have baniſhed thee, to make 
the devil and his works take thy place. 
Let that ſame mercy, O my God ! which 


obliged theo to ſuffer for me, make thee 


alſo compaſſionate my miſery, I caſt my- 
ſelf here at thy feet, and in thy preſence 
renounce every thing that I have loved 
more than thee. Grant that this will may 
be as perfect as thou deſireſt. 
Ss | Enter. 
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Enter, O divine Jeſus! into this ſoul 
which is thine : poſſeſs an abode which be- 
longs to thee by ſo many titles, Live and 
reign with me, ſince thou art my creator, 
my faviour, and my king. Let me begin, 
in chis moment, to hate what I have loved; 
and Jet me no longer love any thing but 
thee alone. For thou haſt made me for 
thy.clt, O my God! and I ſhall never fincl 
true reſt but in thee. 

To what purpoſe do I live, if I live not 
for thee? Receive me then, O Lord! heal 
me of my evils, defend me from my cne- 
mies, and do thou with me what thou 
pleaſeſt.  Chaſtiſe me, try me, and aMict 
me, provided thou poſſeſſeſt me, and reign- 
eſt alone in this ſoul, which thou haſt crea- 
ted after thy own image, and redeemed by 
thy blood. 

VII. When I caſt my eyes upon thee, O 
my God! and upon the infinite goodneſs 
thou haſt for me, I feel an extreme deſire 
of ſeeing my heart conſumed with the 
flames of pure love. But what were the 
ſentiments of thine, when thou hearedſt 
that they ſpared the lite of a murtherer, 
and required thy death ? How agreeable 
was that moment to thee, and how con- 
formable was it to thy deſires ? For when 
thou preachedſt the kingdom of God to 
the Jews, thou didſt eat and converſe with 
ſinners; and there was more reaſon than 
the people imagined for calling thee the 
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friend of ſinners; becauſe thou didſt de- 
tend them, and loudly declaredſt that thou 
cameſt for them. At preſent they would 
have thee ſuffer death in the midſt of ſome, 
and be ſubſtituted in the place of others. 
What joy was it to thee, O Lord! to ſee 
thoſe aſſociated with thee, or exchanged 
for thee, whom thou cameſt to ſeek. 

Behold how thou dealeſt with us, O my 
God! behold what thy love is! Thou wilt 
be condemned, that we may be abſolved ; 
and die, that we may live. But it that 
moment is ſo happy for thee ; it it is thy 
hour, O Lord! let it be mine alſo. By 
that love with which, thou giveſt thy lite 
for me, I beg of thee thy love; I beg of 
thee thyſelf. I deſire to poſſeſs thee en- 
tirely, O my God! But thou alone art all 
I deſire; thou wilt ſuffice me, and I ſhall 
be more content in having nothing but 
thee, than in having alſo ſomething with 
thee. Give me what wy love begs of thee 
for me. 

VIII. Before T was born; before I knew 
| thee, and could aſk any thing of thee, thy 
love obliged thee to give me thy lite, thy 
blood, thy honour, and thy divinity ; in 
a word, all that thou haſt, and all that 
thou art. At preſent, when by thy mercy 
] acknowledge thee for my ſovereign good, 
deſire thee, and invoke thee» with all my 
heart; how canſt thou refuſe me what [1 


Wo thee : ? I aſk _ nothing that regards 
3 — - me 


> wilt .. © or ,. 
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the body, or human life; I aſk thee, O 


my Jeſus! for thyſelf. Give thyſelf en- 


tirely to my foul. This requeſt cannot 
diſpleaſe thee : for whatever deſire I have 
of poſſeſſing thee, thou haſt ſtill a greater 
to give thylelf to me. 

Behold thou art already offered for ſin- 
ners : they are reſolved that thou ſhalt die 
inſtead of Barabbas : thou art confounded 
with ſuch as I am, and 1 know the joy 
thou haſt on that account. Come then, O 
Lord! into this houſe of fin : for, as ſuch, 
it is thine; and thou, in quality of the 
Saviour of ſinners, art mine. Remember 
that at thy entrance into the houſe of Za- 
cheus, the ſinner, thou ſaidſt : ſalvation to- 
day is come to this houſe (Luke xix. .). _ 
ter into mine, O my ſalvation and life! 
enter into this heart, full of fins and miſe- 
ries; delay not, O Lord! for at thy ar- 
rival I ſhall be healed ; - but enter into it in 


* ſuch a manner, O my true joy! as never 


more to depart from thence ; and as I may 
never afflict thee. | | | 
Thou ſeeſt how deſolate. thy abode is, 
and how incapable this barren earth is of 
bearing the fruits which thy hand has 


planted therein, Make good therein, O 
my Saviour! the name thou beareſt: ſave 
this ſoul, purify it, enlighten it, re-eſta- 
| bliſh ir, embrace it, and conſume it, in 
order to renew it entirety, What I beg of 
| thee after that, O my God! is, that I may 
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receive nothing therein but thee alane, and 
that thou mayſt not, from henceforth, fuf- 
fer any thing in it but what 1 iS reed to 
wy en 
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is being ſeourged. 


P14 E knowing the innocence of 
Chriſt, and the envy of his accuſers, 
urged him to defend himſelf; and ſurpri- 
ſed at a ſilence and tranquility, ſo rare in an 
accuſed perſon, deſired that he would at 
leaſt. ſay ſomething for his juſtification. 
But our Saviour poke ſo much the leſs, 
as his innocence ſpoke the more clearly for 
him. Whatever Pilate could ſay to the 
Jews, they anſwered. only by confuſed 
voices, requiring, that Jeſus ſhould be 
crucified. 

It muſt be 1 that there is nothing 
more dangerous to eternal ſalvation, than 
the ſtate of thoſe who, bent on evil by 
paſſion, obſtinacy, or the pleaſure which 
they ſind therein, no longer hearken either 
to reaſon, juſtice, or truth ; and who have 
no other law; than that of their corrupt 
deſires. Such is the difpgſition of the 
damned ; 
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damned; and ſuch alſo was that of the 
Fews : they were ſo fixed in the refolution - 


they had taken of putting our Saviour to 
death, that the devil himſelf, who had in- 


ſpired them with it, could not remove 


them from thence. 

For that angel of darkneſs beholding in 
Chriſt an innocence and meekneſs above 
what is human, he was more afraid than 
ever, leſt that death ſhould occaſion the 
deſtruction of his empire, and leſt the man 
whom they deſigned to crucify, ſhould be 
the ſon of God that had been promiſed by 
the prophets. For that reaſon he torment- 


ed Pilate's wife by nocturnal fears, that ſhe 


might prevent her huſband from conſent- 


| tng to the death of Chriſt. She ſent 


therefore to tell her huſband, that He ſhould 
bave nething to do with that juſt man, be- 
cauſe ſhe had ſuffered many things in a dream 
en his account (Matt. xxvii. 19.). But the 
obſtinacy of the Jets prevailed over all 
the endeavours of the devil and Pilate. So 


true it is, that man has not a more dread- 


ful enemy of his ſalvation, than his own 
liberty. 

I. Pilate ſeeing that the deſire he ex- 
preſſed of ſaving Chriſt, ſerved only to 
irritate the fury of the Jews ſtill. the. more, 
reſolved to have him publicly ſcourged for 
thoſe things which they falſly imputed to 
him, in order to appeaſe the 7ews by that 


puniſhment, and afterwards to. de liver 
Chriſt 
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Chriſt from death. What ſtrange juſtice 
for ſaving the life of an innocent perſon 
known as ſuch, he is condemned to a cruel 
and ſhameful puniſhment, without any 
other reaſon than to ſatisfy the hatred of 
his accuſers. They ſeemed to. conſent to 
rhat expedient, becauſe it gave them op- 
portunity to conſult together upon the 
means which they might make uſe of, for 
obtaining from Pate a ſentence of death. 
They carried Jeſus therefore into the 
pretorium, and ſtript him of all his cloaths, 
without his ſaying a ſingle word, or ſhewing 
the leaſt reſiſtance. He then offered to his 
eternal father that innocent fleſh which was 
going to be torn, and that precious blood 
which he had defired ſo long to ſhed for 
us. They faſtened him to a pillar, and 
without having regard to the law which 
preſcribed the number of ſtripes, they fol- 
lowed nothing but their own fury therein. 


They ſtruck him without meaſure, and 


tore him ſo cruelly, that his whole body 
was but as one wound, and ſeemed rather | 
flead than ſcourged. The number of ſtripes 
is not certainly known: ſome ſaints affirm, 
that our Saviour received above five thou- 

fand. TT | 
III. Who can expreſs what confuſion 
and pain he then ſuffered ? Some holy ſouls, 
to whom our Saviour was pleaſed to diſco- 
ver the ſtate to which he was reduced by 
his ſcourging, for ſatisfying. their love, 
: have 
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lamb before its ſhearer ready to ſuffer eve- 
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have been ſo deeply affected by that me- 
lancholy ſpectacle, that they have ſpent 
the reſt of their life in continual ſorrow, . 
and in a moſt lively ſentimeat of love for 
their Saviour. | 

As the bee builds in her hive a great 
number of little cells, not only for contain- 
ing her honey therein, but alſo for bring- 
ing up her little ones; in like manner it 
ſeems Chriſt was pleaſed that his body by 
ſcourging, ſhould be quite full of wounds 
and openings, that his children might en- 
ter therein, eſtabliſh their abode in them, 
and there find a moſt delicious nouriſhment, 


Thus thoſe whom our Saviour, by a par- 


ticular grace, makes ſenſible of his ſor- 


rows, and who apply themſelves to the 


contemplation of this myſtery, not con- 
tenting themſelves with conſidering it in 
general, they examine all the circumſtances 
thereof, paſs from one wound to another, 
reflect upon them in particular, and draw 
ſrom every one an ineffable love, and a 
divine ſweetneſs, wherewith their ſoul is 
nouriſhed. | 1 
IV. Our Lord in that cruel torment, 
was meek, equal, and calm, without ex- 
preſſing either hatred or trouble ; he not ſo 
much as opening his mouth to complain, nor 
turning away to avoid the ſtrokes they gave 
him; but received them all as peaceably 
as if he had not felt them. He was as a 


ry 
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ry thing, without murmuring and reſiſt- 
ance, as if he had been convicted of all 
the crimes whereof they accuſed him. 

What he ſuffered in his body he offered 

to his father for the redemption of men; 
and his father accepted it joyfully, as a 
. moſt agreeable ſacrifice for our ſins. Thus 
Jeſus at the ſame time ſatisfied both the 
exceſs of his own charity, and the juſtice 
of his father. After having ſo long ſuf- 
fered with an extreme pain the delay of 
that baptiſm of blood, it is eaſy to com- 
prehend with what ſentiments he receiv- 
ed it. 

V. In this model it is that all the 55 
have learned after what manner they ought 
to treat their bodies, and ſubject them to 
the ſpirit. For whilſt we are in this life, 
our ſoul has no greater enemy than our 
fleſh : this fleſh is always rebellious; it will 
neither ſuffer bridle nor yoke; it follows 
its terreſtrial inclinations without reſerve. 
which its ſenſes alſo favour ; it purſues the 
objects which it defires with fo much vio- | 
lence, that the ſpirit is often dejected there- 
by, and which alone gives it more trou— 
ble than all its other enemies joined toge- 
cher. 

This is what made St. Paul ſigh, after 
all the favours he had received from God: 
Jam delighted, ſays he, with the law of 
God, according to the inward man; but 1 
perceive another law in my members, fightiag 
| | | again 
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againſt the law of my mind, and holding me 
captive in' the law of fin, which is in my 
members. Unhappy man that I am; who 
ſhall deliver me from the body of this death? 


(Rom. vii. 22.). 


As the ſaints deſire nothing ſo much as 
to ſee themſelves perfectly ſubject to the 
law of God, and to his holy will; ſo no- 
thing is more troubleſome to them, than 
to feel in themſelves the revolt of the fleſh. 
Hence it is that St. Paul, tho' he had re- 
ceived the ſirſt fruits of the ſpirit, and had 
been confirmed in grace, yet nevertheleſs. 

he chaſtiſed his body, leſt perhaps, ſays 
bp! when I have preached to others, I myſelf 
may. Become 4 reprobate (1 Cor. ix. 27%): 
And if the ſaints have perſecuted their 
feſh in this manner, to hinder it from be- 
ing the cauſe of their ruin; what ſhall be- 
come of thoſe that ſpare it, and flatter it 
in all things? 

David, who was a man after God's own 
heart, for having permitted his eyes to 
look upon the wife of another, fell into 
adultery and murther. Salomon, whom 
God had rendered the wiſeſt and moſt hap- 
py of all the kings, his predeceſſors, by 
giving too great freedom to his ſenſes, 
went thereby ſo far at laſt as to adore the 


gods of his idolatrous wives. If all the 


ſanctity of David, and all the wiſdom of 
Salomon, could not hinder their fall, when 
they allowed themſelves to follow the plea- 

ture 


112 XXXVIII ſuffering of Chrit. 
ſure of their ſenſes ; ; what ſhall be the fate 
of thoſe whoſe life is ſpent in ſeeking what 


may ſatisfy their body? It is to expiate 
and put a ſtop to this diſorder ſo common 


among men, that our Saviour was pleaſed | 


his innocent fleſh ſhould be ſo cruelly 
torn. 
VI. Behold what has produced thoſe 
great auſterities, practiſed by the chriſtians 
ſince the coming of Chriſt, and unknown 
to foregoing ages: hair-cloths, iron-chains, 
and a continual application in mortifying 
the ſenſes, leſt they ſhould hear, fee, ſay, 
or taſte, any thing that may defile the pu- 
rity of their heart; and that the fleſh being 
ſubject to the ſpirit, may be no longer an 
obſtacle to the divine communications. 
We have a great many examples of the 
holy cruelty, which theſe heavenly men 
have exerciſed againſt themſelves: but it 
will be ſufficient to mention here what is 
related by Palladius. 
Io ſolitaries reading the holy ſcriptures 
together; and one of them having aſked 
the other, what he thought of the place 
they had read? he deſired him to repeat it 
to him, becauſe he had let himſelf be di- 
ſtracted, by looking upon a huſband-man 
ploughing the ground; but he was after- 
wards touched ſo ſenſibly with that diſtrac- 
tion, and with the ſmall liberty he had al- 
lowed his eyes, that in puniſhment thereof, 
ng * about his neck a very heavy iron 
chain, 
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chain, which, being faſtened to another 
which ſerved him as a girdle, kept his 
body ſo bent, that he could only ſee at 
his feet. He alſo condemned himſelf ne- 
ver to go out of his cell, but when he 
went to church; and he perſevered the 
ſpace of forty years. in that voluntary pu- 
niſhment. _ 
| His diſciples aſked him one day, why 
be did not ſometimes lift up his eyes to 
heaven, to bleſs God and give him thanks. 
I know very well, my children, he anſwer- 
| ed them, that it is good to look up to 

heaven, and to praiſe God in his creatures : 
but becauſe the fleſh and the devil conti- 
| nually incite me to evil, I am glad to em- 
| ploy theſe two enemies in tempting me to 
| lift up my eyes to heaven: for tho? I ſhould 
be overcome in that temptation, they will 
obtain no great victory, ſince God will not 
| be offended: and if I am victorious, they 
| ſhail receive the more confuſion, and I 
| ſhall live in greater ſafety. An admira- 
ble anſwer, and altogether worthy of a 
pure ſoul! | 1 
VII. It is therefore a holy precaution, 
recommended by Chriſt and authoriſed by 
his example, not to delay watching over 
| ourſelves till the time of temptation, and 
the danger of falling: but to prevent, by 
mortification of body, ſin which reigns 
in us, and in which we were conceived ; 
that this body may no longer riſe up g—_ 
ö EL the 
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the foul, or the law of God: or if it at- 
tempts it, let it be immediately brought 
down by the privation of lawful things; 
let it be wholly occupied in deſiring neceſ- 
faries ; and when poſſeſſing them but with 
difficulty, it may no longer ſeek thoſe that 
are forbidden, : 

In a word, the true chriſtian ought al- 
moſt to do in regard of the body, what 
thoſe do that are ſlaves to it in regard of 
their ſouls; they neglect it, take no care 
of it, give it not even what is neceſſary 
tor it, and let it want every thing in its 
own houſe, whilſt they abundantly furniſh 
the fleſh, which is born a flave, with all 
the pleaſures it deſires. 

VIII. But he who has not the courage 
of imitating the penance of the ſaints, 
may, in order to overcome the fleſh, make 
uſe of another moſt ſweet, and at the ſame 
time very efficacious means ; which is to 
apply himſelf ſeriouſly to what may pro- 
cure the purity of the ſoul, and an union 
with God; that is, to the frequent uſe of 
the ſacraments, and to the practice of 
mental prayer. Theſe means, faithfully 
practiſed, ſubdue the fleſh at laſt: for 
prayer by degrees puts a ſtop to the liberty 
of the ſenſes, the diffipation of the mind, 
and the irregular motions of the heart ; it 
renders the ſoul more watchful over itſelf, 
and more careful in its duties. 
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Let us finiſh this matter, by the ob- 
{ſervation of St. Cyprian, who teaches, that 


as one is not pleaſed with a meek and agree- 


able fervant, when he is lazy and unprofi- 
table, but would have him be laborious and 
indefatigable in his maſter's ſervice ; ſo, we 
ought not to efteem our body, but when 
renouncing idleneſs and pleaſure, it em- 
ploys itſelf with all its ſtrength in the fer- 
vice of Chriſt; and the more it labours in 
this place of baniſhment, the better it ac- 
quits itfelf of its duty. (Lib. de virg.) 
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On Chriſt in his being ſcourged. 


| OW is the hour, O my Jeſus! in 
which thy ſo pure and innocent fleſh 
is to be torn, thy veins are to be opened, 


g and thy precious blood ſhall be ſhed for 
my cure. What heart can behold, with- 


out trembling, ſo cruel a ſentence put in 
execution againſt thee, O my only and 
true God! Let it rather be put in execu- 


tion againſt me, ſince it is I who have ſin- 


ned. No form of juſtice is obſerved on 
thy account, O my God! Pate finds thee 
innocent, and tells the Jes, that he will 
correct and puniſh thee. What can he 

correct 
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correct in thee, O infinite purity ! for what 
can he puniſh thee, O innocent lamb ! He 
knows thy innocence, tho* thou ſayſt no- 
thing to maintain it ; and he will chaſtiſe 
thee only to ſatisfy the hatred of thy ene- 
mies. All laws are violated in thee alone, 
who haſt obſerved the whole law, and tul- 
filled all juſtice. 

A malefactor is puniſhed, in order to 
ſtrike a terror into others, and not to be 
obliged to puniſh many ; but thou, O my 
God! art puniſhed only for ſatisfying thy 
enemies; and no other rule is followed in 
regard of thee, than the malice, envy, and 
hatred of the Phariſees. A cruel ſcourg- 
ing 1s the means that is choſen for deliver- 
ing thee from death, in order to conde- 
ſcend thereby to the will of thy accuſers, 
altho* they accuſe. thee falſly. Mayſt thou 
be praiſed for ever, O my Saviour! May 
the angels, heaven, earth, and all creatures, 
bleſs thee eternally. 1 | 

IT. But all this happens not by chance : 
thou thyſelf ordaineſt it ſo, O my God! 
Thou haſt deſired, during thy whole life, 
to ſee thyſelf covered with blood, and la- 
den with reproaches. Pilate is deceived in 
his judgment; thou ſuffereſt a cruel inju- 
ſtice, but ſatisfieſt thy love. That ſacred 
fire, which burns in thy heart, is inſati- 
able; and the meaſure of its activity, 1s. 
to obſerve no meaſure; becauſe it deſires 
to conſume every thing, and even to con- 
| ſume 


n oe. AS... 


c—D „ 


9 
\ 
. 
; 
S 
: 


Contemplation on XXX. VIII. ſuffering. 117 


fume thylelf wholly in my ſervice. It is under 
no concern that the Jaws be obſerved; and 
that they proceed on thy account according 
to the order of juſtice; becauſe it is re- 
ſolved not to ſpare thee ; and to ſacrifice 
thee without mercy, for the ſalvation of 
ſinners. 

O divine love! is it poſſible thou ſhouldſt 
have ſo great power over Chriſt, and fo 
little over me ? I love thee, O my Jeſus ! 
and my greateſt deſire is to be conſumed 
with thy love. Burn not alone with that 


divine fire, grant that I may burn with 


thee ; thou requireſt it, and canſt do it, O 
Lord! do what thou canſt, and ſuffer me 
not to reſiſt what thou willeſt. 

III. Thy love could not bear thee to be 
treated with any ſort of humanity. They 


| ſtrip thee of uy cloaths without reſpect, 
| tie thee to a pilla 

are wearied with ſcourging thee, relieve 
one another, and have no pity on him who 
| had pity on all the miſerable. Inſtead of 
forty ſtripes, ordained by the law, they 
give thee above five thouſand, and make but 
one wound of thy whole body: thou appear- 
eſt like a leper; and from the ſole of the foot 
to the crown of the head, there 1s no part 
found in thee. 


r, ſcourge thee cruelly, 


O my treaſure and my love ! O thou life 


| of my ſoul! I am fo ſeized with ſorrow and 
aſtoniſhment, that I cannot ſpeak ; but I 
| caſt mylelf at ww ſacred feet, kiſs that 


groun 4 


118 Contemplation on XXX VIII. ſuffering. 
ground moiſtened with thy . blood, and 
there weep for my ſins which cauſed thee 
ſuch inhuman treatment, confeſſing my mi- 
ſery, and expecting thy mercy. F will not 
depart from that er I will remain fixed 
to that ſpectacle, run over all thy ſteps one 
after another, and taſte the divine ſweetneſs 
which thou haſt hidden therein. | 
IV. There it is thou educateſt, with ſo 
much care, the ſouls thou loveſt; it is in 
the hollows of that rock they find the cele- 
ſtial honey wherewith thou nouriſheſt them: 
As a moſt affectionate mother, thou there 
warmeſt thy children with thy love; as 
their true father, thou heapeſt all ſorts of 
bleſſings upon them, and conducteſt them 
to the perfection of the interior life. There 
they live in thee, become like thee, and ſigh 
only after thee. 

I can no longer ſay with David, that e 
ſparrow alſo hath found herſelf a houſe , and 
the turtle-dove a neſt for herſelf, where ee 
may lay her young ones, (Pſal. Ixxxiii. 4.) 
and that I can find no retreat. Neither 
will I ſay with thee, O Lord! that he 
foxes have kennels, and the birds of the air 
neſts (Luke ix. 58.) ; but I have not where 
to lay my head: for thou haſt prepared al! 
thoſe that ſeek thee in tribulation, with a 
charming retreat, where thou receiveſt 
them, and protecteſt them againſt every 
thing that can hurt them. Happy i is he 


who never departs from thence, has not 
ſought 
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fought his reſt elſewhere, and has always 
ſigh hed after thy ſacred wounds, O my God! 
and plunged himſelf therein with all his 
heart. - 

V. O Jeſus? thou life of my ſoul, and 
the ſovereign remedy of all my wounds ; ; 
why art thou ſo px to thyſelf, and fo 
merciful to me? Was it not I, O innocent 
lamb! that ought to have been {courged, 
ſince it is I that have ſinned ? I have of. 
tended thee by my whole body, and all my 
ſenſes ; I have ſubjected them to the diſor- 
der of my heart, to the world, and the 
devil; and thou knoweſt, O infinite wiſ- 
dom! that tho? penance ſhould cover m 
whole body with wounds, it would be but 

a {mall matter for the ſatisfaction I owe 


jr ce, and for the cure of the mortal wounds 


wich I have given my ſoul. Thou know- 


| eſt how deep and ſhameful they are, and 


yet thou ſeekeſt me, receiveſt me, beareſt 
with me, nouriſheſt me with thy bleſſings, 
and ſheweſt thyſelf to me all torn with 
ſtripes. O love! that always burneſt, and 


art never conſumed, change my life, my 


body, and ſoul, and conſume me entirely 
with thy divine flames. 

VI. Thou knoweſt, O Lord! that la- 
bour is the portion of Aar ; and that the 
moſt laborious are the moſt eſtimable. It 


s juſt therefore that the body ſhould labour 


continually for the ſervice of the ſoul, whole 


| {lave it is born, till it becomes in heaven 


tlic 
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the companion of its glory. But, alas ! 1 
have done quite the contrary. I have al- 
ways flattered my body, ſerved it, and 
ſubjected my ſoul to it; and in order to 
ſatisfy it, I have loſt thee, O my ſovereign 


good! As a faithleſs, ſloathful, and difobe- 


dient ſervant, I have waſted the talents 


which thou hadſt given me. And thou, O 


innocent lamb ! whoſe body always ſub- 
miſſive, was the faithful companion of thy 
bleſſed ſoul, thou treateſt it as an enemy ; 
and in order to ſpare me, thou makeſt it 
ſuffer the puniſhments which I have de- 
ſerved. O infinite goodneſs ! O love with- 
out example 

I offer myſelf to thee, O my Jeſus! ſuf⸗ 
fer me to be faſtened to that pillar, - inſtead 
of thee; or at leaſt, let me ſhare with thee 
the ſtripes which thou receiveſt. Thou art 
meek, charitable, and indulgent, in regard 
of me; and haſt for thyſelt nothing but 


rigour and ſeverity, Thou abandoneſt thy 


body to all the cruelty of thy enemies, 
who tear it unmercifully and without mea- 
ſure : but when thou chaſtiſeſt me, O mer- 
ciful father! all thy ſtrokes are numbered, 
thy chaſtiſements meaſured, and always 
proportioned to my weakneſs; thou even 
accompanieſt them with grace, that I may 
ſuffer them with merit; and the tenderneſs 
of thy heart makes thee alſo compaſſionate 


me in all the evils wherewith thou aMicts 
| me, 
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me. What ground have I then for com- 


plaint, O my Lord and my God 


I am truly much to be blamed, when I 
complain of thee; and yet more, when I 
do not receive from thy hand the aMictions 
that befal me: but I am infinitely ſo, if 
finding nothing difficult for ſatisfying my 


| deſires, the ſmalleſt matters ſeem inſuppor- 


table to me when I ſuffer them for thee. 
Change, O my God! by the uprightnets 
of thy ſpirit, ſuch unjuſt ſentiments : cha- 
ſtiſe, correct, and try this miſerable ſinner. 


| Work in me what thou pleaſeſt ; but keep 


me always ſubject to thy conduct, and uni- 
ted to thy providence. Permit me not to 
deſire any thing elſe but to ſuffer for thee. 
Ceaſe not to afflict me; let me love and 


| reliſh nothing but the croſs; and if my 


fleſh revolts, redouble thy ſtrokes, till it 
be entirely ſubject to thy ſpirit. 
VII. I adore thee, O moſt pure and ho- 


ly blood! I will not depart from thee, O 
Lord! and I will remain fixt to thy feet 
till thou haſt waſhed me with that precious 


liquor; may it flow upon me abundantly, - 


| may it purify and heal me: for from it 


alone it is that I expect the cure of my 
wounds. 


It is ſaid, that the blood of little chil- 


| dren is a remedy for the leproſy, and thy 


apoſtle affirms, that % blood cleanſes our 


conſciences from dead works, to ſerve the . 
ing God (Heb. ix. 14.). O divine lamb 


VOL. II. 5 that 


122 Contemplation ou XXXVIII. ſuffering. 


that takeſt away the ſins of this world, 
caſt thy eyes upon this leper wholly cover- 
ed with ulcers, quite full of ſins and im- 
perfections; waſh me in that blood which 
flows from thy whole body. Thou ſaidſt 
to St. Peter : unleſs I waſh thee, thou ſhall 
have no ſhare with me (John xm. 8.). Ah, 
Lord | behold my head, my hands, my 
defires, my will, my underſtanding, my 
works, my thoughts, my affections, and 
my ſenies interior and exterior; waſh them 
all: for all is defiled; purify all: for all is 
corrupt; heal all : for all is ſick. Change 
me by the virtue of thy precious blood, 
that I may be unitcd to thee, O infinite 
purity ! and follow thee every where, O 
moſt innocent lamb! for thou art at the 
fame time, my ſhepherd, my guide, and 
my nouriſhment. 


O moſt pure mother of God! you who 
conceived that lacred body in your chaſte 
bowels, that it might be torn for me; you 
who in forming and nouriſhing it gave the 
pureſt blood in your heart, that chat blood 
might be ſhed for my remedy : and you 
who have participated more in its infinite 
virtue than all other creatures, take pity 
on this ſinner, cbtain me the grace of hav- 
ing a lively jeeling of the pains of your 
only lon, of fo! lowing his examples, of 
hating my fins, which have reduced him 
to that ſtate wherein I behold him, and of 

conſe- 
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conſecrating the remainder of my life to 


his ſervice; that ſo many ſufferings endured 
for me, may not be unprofitable to me. O 
heavenly 7eruſalem | that art continually 
watered with the fountains of our Saviour; 
and which receiveſt all thy beauty from his 
wounds, let ſome drops of ; thoſe delicious 


| waters, whoſe fountain you poſſeſs, fall up- 


on this barren earth. Love, bleſs, and 


one day with you with the fame fire-where- 
with ye are conſumed. - Auen. 
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His crowning with thorns. 
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L a II E executioners, weary with ſeburg- 


ing our Saviour, and ſeeing nothing 
more to be torn in his body, looſed him 
from the pillar, wholly bathed in blood. 
He went immediately to, ſeek his cloaths} 
which the ſoldiers had thrown here andthere. 
He was. obliged to go thorough the whole 
court, and to bear the ratleries and info- 


lencies of. thoſe miſerable wretches as he 
paſſed along, who allo added inſults to 


F 2 their 
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their cruelty. © He ſuffered their affronts as 
he had ſuffered their ſtripes, with an in- 
vincible meekneſs, modeſty, and patience; 
and having found his cloaths at laſt, he 
put them on again. 

Tho' he was in a condition capable of 
touching the hardeſt hearts with compal- 
ſion, and of diſarming the cruelleſt hatred, 
thoſe inhuman wolves were not ſoftened 
thereby. The-blood of that innocent lamb, 
which .they had ſhed, even ſerved only to 
provoke their thirſt; and they invented, 
for tormenting him again, a kind of puniſh- 
ment which had been unknown till then. 

Behold the effect which fin naturally 
produces in the ſoul, that commits it with 
impudence and pleaſure, "One ſin com- 
mitted leaves behind-it the defire of com- 
mitting others. Even when one is weary 

of. the crime, one is not taxisfied;there- 
with; and the will of Le is retained, 
tho' the power of it be loſt. 


One of the greateſt illuſions of ſinners, | 


is todmagine they ſhall free themſelves from 
the temptation, by ſatisfying it. The ex. 
perience of ſin does only augment in us 
the inclination which induces us thereto; 
becauſe, according to the obſervation of 
St. Gregory, (25. Mex. 12.) the ſin that is 
not deſtroyed by penance, draws us by its 

own weight into another fin. The foui 
that loſes the grace of God by inning, 


loſes alſo the force of reſiſting the occaſions 
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of ſin; and the body 1 is lefs.: capable of be- 


ing reſtrained in its appetites, when it has 
once taſted the pleaſure of following them. 


Thus it was that thoſe: executioners 


having abandoned themſelves to the liberty 
they had taken in tormenting Chriſt, loſt 


at laſt all the ſentiments of humanity. 


| They weary themlelves without being able 
to be-ſatisfied; and imitate at the fame. 


time the malice of devils, and the cruelty 


of the molt ſavage beaſts, 


II. The Jews had accuſed Chriſt of 


| having deſigned to make himſelf a king: 
| but Pilate del piſed that accuſation ; becauſe 
it was eaſy for him, by having him ſcourged 


as a ſlave, to render him ſo infamous as, 


very far from being able to pretend to the 
royalty, he ſhould even become incapable. 
of the meaneſt employments in the re- 
public. Nevertheleſs that accuſation, how 
| chimerical ſoever it appeared, gave occaſion 
to the ſoldiers to make our Lord ſuffer ſtill 
neu afflictions and reproaches, by 3 
him as a mock king to the laughter of th 
| populace. . age be 


They ſtript him therefore once more: bf 


his cloaths, covered him with an old piece 
of worn out purple, made him a crown of 


long thorns twiſted together, which they 


put upon his head, and leſt it ſhould fall 
off, they beat it down into his head with 
their ſticks. They penetrated on every 


fide ; ſome entered in his forchead and 
F 3 temples, 
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temples, and came. out at his eyes; others 
ricked the nerves, and pierced the veins 
from whence” the blood guſhed out in 
abundance,” and (cauſed him ſuch ſharp 
pains, that he could never have endured 
them without dying, had he not been ſup- 
zorted by the divine power, which reſerved 
him for the death of the croſs : and thoſe 
22Ins remained till our Saviour expired. 
_ Let thoſe who have at any time felt vio- 
lent head-achs, ſtop a moment to conſider 
how ſenſible that pain was to our Saviour, 
among 1o many others which he endured. 
The very thought thereof makes one 
tremble z and yet what is the thought, in 
compariſon to the pain itfelf ? 

III. Chriſt joined his tears to the blood 
he ſhed for us; and was ſtill more ſenſible 
of our ſins than of his thorns. That crown, 
however painful it was, afflicted him leſs 
than our ambition, and the diſorderly af- 


fection which we have for the honours of 


this world, wherewith we crown' ourſelves 
with ſo much pride. Thoſe divine tears 
mingled with blood, compoled a precious 
balm, moſt efficacious for the cur? of our 
interior wounds. 

What appears moſt n to enn 
underſtanding in this myſtery is, that the 
infinite tenderneſs of the eternal father 
could let his wel- beloved fon "endure fo 

dreadful a torment : but as the fame love 


which engaged the ſon to be our victim, 
moved 
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moved the. father to ſacrifice him ; that fa- 
ther of mercies had much greater regard to 
our ſins which had need of ſo great a re- 
medy, than to the pains and ignominies 
which he beheld that innocent lamb endure. 
Much leſs indeed was ſufficient for ſavin 
us; but what was ſufficient for our ſalva- 


tion, was not ſufficient for his love. 


What then muſt our obduracy be, if all 
that our Saviour has ſuffered, is not ſuffi- 


cient for making us love him with all our 
heart, and for obliging us to renounce ſin, 


which has coſt him ſo much blood and ſo 


many tears? 


Thoſe cruel executioners were not yet 


ſatisfied; they put a reed into his right 
hand, to ſerve him as a ſcepter, and to 
| thew the vanity and weakneſs of his roy- 
| alty : they made him ſuffer a great number 
of other affronts, whereof we ſhall Speak 
| herealter. 


IV., The holy fathers bring ſeveral con- 


ſiderable reaſons, for which Chriſt- was 
} pleaſed to ſuffer. a torment fo cruel and fo 
new. They ſay firſt, that becauſe, ac- 
> cording to the expreſſion of the holy ſcrip- 
ture, all fleſh had corrupted its way, (Gen. 
vi. 12.) and there was no part of our 
bodies, but. what had contributed to ſin; 

our Saviour reſolved to ſatisfyfor us in every 
part of his body. Thus his fleſh having 
been torn by ſcourging, his nerves ſcretched 
out, and his bones diſlocated upon the 


4 croſs; 
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croſs ; it was requiſite alſo that the head 
where all the ſenſes are united, which 1s the 
ſeat of reaſon, judgment, counſel, conſent, 
and reſolution, ſhould endure a puniſhment 
capable of tormenting all his ſenſes at the 
{ame time, in order to expiate the evil 
which we had done by ours. 

They ſay in the ſecond place, that our 
Saviour intended to teach us thereby, that 
the thoughts, deſigns, and intentions con- 
trary to his law and doctrine, are the pu- 
niſhment of man ; and that our mind finds 
in itſelf the thorts which torment it. This 
is the misfortune wherewith God threatens 
the ſinner by his prophet : behold I will 
hedge thy way with thorns, and will hedge it 
with a wall, and thou ſhalt not find thy paths. 
(Oſee ii. 6.) 

Thoſe thorns are nothing elſe but the 
troubles and afflictions which our corrupt 
inclinations diffuſe over the paths which we 
follow. They render the way of ſalvation 
ſo difficult and dangerous to us, that we 
quit it every moment; or that, looking 
continually behind us, we never arrive at 
the term of our pilgrimage. 

For by abandoning the ſweet 0 of 
the divine law, in which every thing leads 
us to the peace of the ſou], to the freedom 
of the mind, and to the love of Our 
neighbour, we neceſſarily fall into trouble 
of conſcience, hardneſs of heart, danger 
of ruining ourſelves, and into many other 

diſorders; 
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diſorders which not being corrected by that 


infallible rule, hurry us on from one fin to 
another, from abyſs to abyſs, and caule at 
laſt the eternal unhappineſs of our ſouls. 
Theſe are the thorns which come out of 
their own heads, which are produced by 
the human mind, when it is ſeparated from 
God, and which occaſioned Chriſt ſuch 
ſenſible pains. Let every one therefore re- 
flect a little upon themſelves, and conſider 


| the injury they do their own ſouls. 


V. St. Cyprian, in his expoſition of the 


creed, ſhews another cauſe of that torment. 


He ſays that our Lord by his infinite cha- 
rity was pleaſed they ſhould make him a 
crown of that which had been the puniſh- 


ment of the ſin of our firſt father: the fin 
of Adam was diſobedience, and thorns were 
| his puniſhment. For he was not only ba- 
niſhed from the earthly Paradiſe, the de- 
lights of which he could have taſted with- 
out labour, in obeying; his creator; but 
he was alſo conſtrained, with his whole, 
poſterity, to eat his bread in the ſweat, of 
bis brow, and to cultivate the earth, which, 
| inſtead of fruit, produced him every where 
| thorns and briars. 


We alfo find thorns daily on earth and 


in temporal goods, which do not corre- 
ſpond to the greatneſs of our labours; but 
much more ſtill in the interior warfare 
| which we ſuffer; in the revolt of the fleſhn 
| 2gainſt the ſpirit ; and in the continual al- 
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faults of our enemies, which permit us not 
to enjoy the fruits of the Holy Ghoſt, which 
are peace, meekneſs, and comfort. 
Our Saviour therefore was pleaſed, in 
order to ende theſe thorns profitable to 
us, to be crowned with thorns himſelt ; 


that they might draw from his ſacred head 


a moſt divine fruitfulneſs ; and being con- 
tinually the puniſhment of ſin, they might 
be a ſource of merits for us. For it 1s 
true that Chriſt has ſanctified our pains by 
his; and that what was formerly our ſhame 
and puniſhment, is now become our glory 
and happineſs. The revolts of the fleth 
againſt the ſpirit, which ſo often make the 
ſervants of God lament, are, by the vir- 
tue of our Saviour's ſufferings, the occa- 
fion of their combats, and the matter. of 
their triumphs. | 

But if they be in them occaſions of 
fin, the combat is the more juſt, and the 
victory the more honourable ; becaule the 
ſoul, being able to ſpare” itſelf the trouble 
of fighting againſt fin, by conſenting to it 


at firſt, voluntarily deprives itſelf of the 


pleaſure it would have had in committing 
it; in order to preſerve the love of God, 
and to be faithful in the obſervation of his 
lav: God eſteems that fidelity ſo much, 


that he recompenſes it with no leſs than 


eternal glory; which he would not do, if 
the labours and temptations of this life 
were nothing but mere chaſtiſements: for 

the 
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the guilty, by ſuffering the puniſhment 
due to him, merits not in Juſtice any ſort | 
of recompence. But the ſon of God, be- 


ing willing to make of this baniſhment, to 


which we were condemned in Adam, a glo- 
rious career for us, has taken from it the 
name of puniſhment, and given it that of 
combat: and he has alio ennobled it him- 


| ſelf by his example, and by the dignity of 


his perſon ; ſo that he who ſuffers the moſt _ 
and beſt, obtains the fineſt crown. 

Withour that, God, who is holy and 
juſt in all his works, in waſhing us by bap- 


tiſm from the ſtain of ſin, would have alſo 


| remitted us the puniſhment thereof. It 


would not have been conſiſtent with his 


| juſtice to puniſh us for a fault already 


pardoned ; and Chrift, who was born 


without ſin, ought to have lived without 
| fufferings. Yet we know he endured very 
great ones, that by the virtue of his, ours 
i might become the price and merit of the 
i heavenly kingdom. Therefore the greateſt 
happineſs chat can happen to us in our po- 
| verty is, to heap up great treaſures of fut- 
| ferings, for purchaſing that crown of glory, 
to which our Saviour has given us a right 
to pretend by his crown of thorns. 


VI. We. ought therefore to be aſhamed, 


| as St. Bernard ſays, to be delicate members 


under a head crowned with thorns. Chriſt, 


; before he wore that crown, had his whole 
| body torn by a cruel ſcourging ; becauſe 


members 
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members better treated did not belong to a 
head ſo oppreſſed with pain. Our Saviour 
is our head, and we are his members ; it 
is not reaſonable that we ſhould live in de- 
licacy, whilſt he is under ſufferings. If we 
are aſhamed of imitating our head, he will 
alſo be aſhamed of owning us for his mem- 
bers. There are ſome animals, which to 
preſerve their head, expoſe all the reſt of 
their body. Was it not fit that we ſhould 
have been pierced with thorns, and that our 
head ſhould have been free from thence ?_ 
But ſince by his infinite mercy he vouch- 
ſafed to ſuffer that torment for us; how 
can we think on his being crowned with 
thorns, and abandon ourſelves to corporal 
pleaſures ? 

Can the human mind be perſuaded that 
Chrift, with his eyes bathed in blood and 
tears, and his cheeks bruiied and livid, his 
face disfigured, his head crowned with 
thorns, deſires to be acknowledged by thele 
marks for our father, and that he will con- 
ſider him at the ſame time as one of his 
children, whoſe whole life is ſpent in the 
ſearch of pleaſures, favour, and elevation, 
in a profound forgetfulneſs of his ſalvation, 
and of God's benefits? Can any one believe 
that this vigilant ſhepherd of our ſouls 
gives full power to his ſheep to live in li- 
centiouſneſs and delights, and conſents to 
ſee us crowned with roles, when he 1s 


crowned with thorns ? He has taught us 
Rent 
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himſelf, that the ſervant ought not to be 
better treated than his maſter. Let him 
therefore that would walk ſecurely, and not 
fall into the ſnare, regulate his conduct ac- 
cording to the examples and doctrine of 
the eternal wiſdom. 


c ONTEMPLAT LON 
On Chriſt crowned with thorns. 


Adore thee, O divine Jeſus | as my true 
king; I acknowledge thee for my ſove- 


reign Lord, thorough all thoſe wounds | 


which thou haſt received for healing mine. 
1 adore thee amongſt thoſe reproaches, with 


which thou waſt pleaſed to be covered, only 


that I might be cloathed with glory. Was 
not the blood which flowed from thy whole 
body ſufficient, O my Saviour ! without 
ſhedding alſo that of thy head? Could not 
that {acred head communicate its divine in- 
fluences to me, without being tormented io 
cruelly ? Thou wilt have it be wholly 
pierced with- thorns, that it may feel the 
ſharpeſt pains, and ſhed as many rivers of 
blood, as the thorns give it wounds. Thou 
wilt have that countenanee, after which the 


angels ſigh, be disfigured ; and all the veins 
| of thy body be opened, for healing the 


wounds of my foul. 


I adore 
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T adore thee, O God of my heart! I 
adore the ineffable love, which reduced thee 
to that ſtate : I give thee infinite thanks 
for ſo many mercies. Accompliſh thy work, 
3 * this heart with thy thorns, O 

y Jeſus ! let them come from thy ſacred 
head all bathed in thy blood, and wholly 
burning with thy love, as inflamed arrows, 
in order to pierce me with their points, and 
inflame me with their fire. | 

II. May I acknowledge at laſt, O thou 
love of my ſoul ! that whatever is not done 
for thee is loſt, When will the moment 
come wherein' I ſhall love thee with m 
whole heart, O my ſovereign good! where- 
in I ſhall correſpond to thy love with an 
entire fidelity, by giving myſelf to thee 
without reſerve, and by conſuming myſelf 
in thy ſervice? To what purpoſe is this 
life, this ſoul, and all that is within me, 
to me, if they burn not with love for thee, 
who alone art worthy of my love ? 
Thou art like thyſelf in all things, al- 
ways amiable, — liberal, always mer- 
ciful, and always-full of tenderneſs towards 
me, fo far as to ſacrifice thyſelf for my ſal- 
vation. And as for me, I am alſo ever 
like myſelf, that is, always miſerable, poor, 
tepid, obdurate, ' full of love for _— 
and of indifferency for thee. O goodnels 
O mercy ! O liberality ! O ſource of infi- 
nite bleſſings ] have mercy on me. Caſt me 

3 uot 
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not away from thy face : and thy holy ſpirit 
take not from me. (Pal. I. 13.) 

III. The head is the part by which men 

are known, where the face is, where all the 
ſenſes meet, as alſo the organs of life and 
converſation, beauty and uglineſs; where- 
in appear joy and ſorrow, boldneſs and 
fear, health and ſickneſs, and all the ſenti- 
ments of the ſoul. It is that part, O Lord! 
which thou ſufferedſt to be pierced with 
thorns, and ſtained with blood. It is by that, 
O thou moſt beautiful among the children of 
men ] O amiable ſpouſe of my ſoul ! that 
thou waſt pleaſed to be diſtinguiſhed. 
Thou wouldit make me comprehend by 
thoſe ſigns, what paſſes in thy heart, the 
love wherewith it burns, and the 26a it 

has for my falvation and perfection. Thou 
wilt have me acknowledge that thy greateſt 
deſire is to gain me to thylelf by thy benefits, 
and by the works of thy divine charity. 

O how much more deeply does that: 
blood which flows upon thy face, that head 

pierced with thorns, wound the hearts of 
thoſe who are touched with thy love, than 
if it was brilliant and crowned with preci- 
ous ſtones. The riches and crowns of the 
earth can give nothing but what they have, 
that is, earthly advantages : but thy pains 
and thorns fill the foul with heavenly ſweet- 
neſs, load it with ſpiritual riches, and fix 
it to thee by the bonds of a love which is 
above all imagination, 


O king 
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O king of glory ! O that I might never 

loſe ſight of thee, but follow thee always 
with the eyes and deſires of my ſoul! for 
it is from that head crowned with thorns, 
that I receive my lite, my. repoſe, and m 
nouriſhment : it is in that mirror that I be- 
hold myſelf ſuch as Jam; and I loſe my- 
ſelf when I ceaſe to look upon it. 
IV. They ſeek on earth for rich metals 
and precious ſtones, for making the crowns 
of kings; and thou, O king of glory! 
haſt choſen only thorns for thy crown ; be- 
cauſe thou wouldſt enrich us all, by crown- 
ing us with a matter which is 10 common 
on earth ; and by rendering thoſe very 
thorns * precious, with the touch of thy 
ſacred head, which had ſerved in the pu— 
niſhment of the firſt man. 

Thorns, which are a mark of ſterility, 
become fruitful on thy head, O my Savi- 
our! and produce us ineſtimable fruits of 
grace and glory. Thou takeſt my miſeries 
upon thee, in order to alleviate them; and 
crowneſt thyſelf therewith, to render them 
glorious to me. Ought I to complain at- 
ter this, when I am afflicted ! Be tor ever 
bleſſed, O divine love] who haſt fo diſpo- 
fed things for our good, that a true chriſ- 
tian cannot be poor, when he poſſeſſes great 
ſufferings ; and that he who is overwhelmed 
with miſeries, is always full of riches. 

V. Wretched that I am! is not all this 
yet ſufficient for making me love the croſs, 

injuries, 


* . 
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injuries, reproaches, and whatever. renders 
me like thee, O thou God of my ſoul! I 
am terrified by ſufferings when they come, 


am dejected thereby when they continue, 


am glad when they terminate, and eſteem 
myſelf happy when I am entirely deli- 
vered from them. - Wilt thou never de- 
ſtroy, O my God! the weakneſs of my 
fleſh: by the force of thy love? | 

How contrary are the falſe advantages 
wherewith I flatter myſelf, and the real 


meanneſſes in which I glory, from what I 


behold in thee! How the vain eſteem I 


have of myſelf, the pleaſure I take in the 


praiſes of men, and all the ſmoke of this 
world remove me from thy divine commu- 
nications. All my thoughts are terminated 
in the conveniencies of my body, in the 
ſupport of my vanity, and in the pleaſures 


cf this life; and thereby, O my God! I 


loſe all the fruit of thy thorns. 
I am aſhamed to ſee thee ahmed with 
pain and ignominy, and am not aſhamed 


to deſire to rule, to do always my own 


will, and to ſeek nothing but ſenſual plea- 


lires.2 When I do what I will, without 


finding any oppoſition thereto z when I 
follow my appetites with an entire liberty; 
when all the world honours me; and when 
every thing ſucceeds with me, I am con- 
tent; I buſy myſelf with a thouſand vain 
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loſt. in my own thoughts; becauſe I then 
forget how miſerable and contemptible I am 
in thy eyes. | 

When ſhall I hate myſtif, o my God! 
as much as I am hateful? : When ſhall I 
be aſhamed of myſelf. before thee ? Thou 
art crowned with thorns;: and I fly from 
every thing that incommodes me. Thou 
weareſt a diadem of pain and ignominy, 
and I ſtill love the v vanities and pleaſures of 
this world. 

VI. How can I, in che dn of vanity 
and delights, be a member of that head 
crowned with thorns? Turn away my eyes, 
O Lord ! that they may not ſee vanity; and 
that they may be fixed only in thee. Teach 
me to conſider the ſtate thou art in, and to 
be aſhamed of the ſtate in which I am. 
Thou ſeeſt the bottom of this miſerable 
heart, root every thing out of it, by thy 
mercy, that diſpleaſes thee in it. Permit 
me not to love what ſeparates me from 
thee. Teach me to know myſelf, and to 
judge myſelf according to what I lee in 
thee; to condemn. and puniſh myſelf as I 
deſerve. Crown me with thy thorns, O 
my amiable Jeſus !- grant that my glory and 
crown may be to ſuffer with thee : for I 
cannot be united to thee, Co I be like 
thee. 

VII. I here confel; my miſery before 
thee, O my Saviour] purpoſe every day to 


imitate thee; to deſire to ſee in myſelf what I 
adore 
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adore in thee ; to fay that I abandon myſelf 
entirely into thy hands; and yet when an 
occaſion offers of being Faithful to thee, I 
want courage, draw back, and retire from 
thy conduct, in order to follow my own 


deſires. O. Jeſus, my only hope! who | 


knoweſt the diforder and vanity of my 
heart, receive the deſire which thou inſpi- 
reſt me with at this moment, of being wholly 
thine: grant that J may love thee, and hate 
myſelf; that I may imitate thee, and re- 
nounce myſelf. 

Deſtroy in me every thing thou ſeeſt con- 
trary to thy will, in ſpite of all the reſiſt- 
ance of my fleſh. | Uſe violence, if it be 
neceſſary ; drag me, if I will not walk; 
force me forward, if I ſtop; afflict me, if 
L refiſt; and make me feel thy thorns, un- 


til I have learned to crown myſelf there- 
with, and to glory therein. Accompliſh 


thy work, O my God! without hearkning 
to my weakneſs : thou canſt- fortify it, fince 
thou art the fortitude of all thoſe that hope 
in | thee. 


o moſt facred metkes of God! 
imitatrix of our Saviour; if you are op- 
preſt with ſorrow, if your ſon is crowned 


with thorns, what ſhall become of me, me 
who am nothing but pride and delicacy? 


Aſſiſt me, O refuge of ſinners ! obtain me 


the light I have need of for knowing the 


inne love of Jeſus, for following his 
examples, 
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examples, and for hating myſelf, and every 
thing that is. capable of ſeparating me from 
him. Obtain me the will and ſtrength of 
ſuffering. all the pains wherewith he ſhall 
pleaſe to afflict me: for I know that one 
cannot be his without croſſes and thorns ; 
and that you will not acknowledge me for 
one of your ſervants, unleſs I wear the li- 
very of your only ſon. Bleſſed ſpirits, ye 
who clearly ſee the value of our Saviour's 
thorns, and the misfortune of thoſe 'who 
love the pleaſures of this world ; take pity 
on a blind and miſerable ſinner, who ſeeks, 
in a place of baniſhment, what is only to 
be found in the heavenly country. Obtain 
for me a ray of that light wherewith ye 
ſhine, that I may know that in order to be 
crowned one . day with glory amongſt you 
in heaven, we muſt have been crowned 
| with thorns on earth. Amen. 
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XI. SUFFERING of CHRIST. 


He 7 Mocked by the folders, and expoſed to the 
ron laughter of the people. 


HE Fews made Chriſt ſuffer all the 
affronts they could think of, whilſt 
he was in their hands. After crowning 


him with thorns, and cloathing him with 


all 


* 
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an old purple cloak, they put a reed in his 
hand, inſtead of a ſcepter, as a mock king, 
and placed him afterwards in the midſt of 
them. That crown was cruel, and that 
purple ignominious. They pretended, by 
thoſe bands bound, to ſhew his weakneſs; 
and by that reed, to denote the vanity and 


and inconſtancy of his royalty. But the 


Holy Ghoſt, whoſe wiſdom directed all that 
great myſtery, had many other views: he 
deſigned to diſcover to us, thorough that 
train of ignominy, the pure light "of his 
divine truths. 
For that thread-bare and torn purple 
teaches us that there is nothing in Chriſt, 
how vile and contemptible ſoever it may. 
appear to the eyes of men, but wherewith 
we may cover and defend ourſelves againſt 
the corruption of the world, and againſt 
the juſtice of God. If the touch only of 
the hem of his garment* cured a woman of 
a diſorder which ſhe had had for twelve 
years; What will be the virtue of his pur- 
ple in favour of thoſe, {who with faith and 
love ſhall be covered therewith ? That 
crown of thorns, i6wever frightful and 
dreadful it be, did it not acquire him an 
infinite number of illuſtrious ſubjects, who 
were faithful to their king in the ſevereſt 
trials? and were not thole fettered hands 
the ſupport and defence of his ſoldiers, in 
the moſt dangerous combats? If he is 
ſhewn to us as the king of ſinners and of 
criminals, 
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_ criminals, it is to give us hopes, that be- 


ing ourſelves of that number, we ſhall 
one day be; his courtiers and domeſtics in 


heaven. 
In fine, there i is no need of any other 


ſcepter than a reed, for him of whom Tſaiah 


had foretold, that the bruiſed reed he ſball 


net break (Xlii 3.). For tho' we be more. 


weak, inconſtant, and hollow than reeds, 
he by his goodneſs will tupply all that we 
want, provided he holds us in his hand, 


and we remain under his conduct. Behold | 


what we are taught by the faith which our 
Saviour has, eſtabliſhed in his church, and 
confirmed by all the reproaches which the 
Jews employed in vain for ons his 
royalty. 

II. Whilſt our Saviour was in this 
poſture, the ſoldiers appointed to guard 


| him, aſſembled about him, leſt he ſhould 


be taken away ; and having made a great 
circle, they went off one after another, 
bowing their knees before him, and ſay- 
ing out of mockery ;. hail, king of the 
Jews, They afterwards | took the reed 
which he had in his hand, ſtruck him 
over the head and face therewith, and thus 
renewed the pain of his thorns. 

We ſhall never comprehend the affront- 
ing words, immoderate; laughter, and in- 


decent geſtures of that inſolent mob, who 
treated the king of glory, as the moſt fool- 
iſh and laſt of all men. His tormentors 


Wer? 


XL. ſuffering of Chrift. = - 


were many, and every one endeavoured to 


exceed thoſe that went before them. The 
affronts, the pricking of the thorns, the 


ſtrokes they gave him on the head, the. 


blows, and the ſpittings followed one ano- 
ther ſo cloſely, that there is reaſon to doubt 
whether that torment was not the greateſt 
of all his paſſion; ſince what they made 
him ſuffer then, renewed all his preceding 
pains. 

What is moſt ſurprizing i is, chat all the' 
ſources of natural and human compaſſion 
were ſo dried up in thoſe obdurate hearts, 


that the piteous ſtate to which they had re- 


duced our Saviour, could only excite them 
to a greater cruelty. But that lamb of 


God was pleaſed to draw upon himlſelt 


alone the whole rage of Satan, which we 


had deſerved by our fins; and to reſerve 


for us all the mercy which we had rendered 
ourſelves unworthy of. 


III. Thus it was that they deſpiſed the 


royalty of the ſon of God, that his divine 


perſon was trampled under foot, that they 
conſidered him as a mock king who by his 
power ſupports heaven and earth, and con- 
cealed his majeſty only that he might be 
able to ſuffer for us. Love was extreme 
in Chriſt, and hatred in his enemies; ha- 
tred urged them to find out new means of 
tormenking him, and love inflamed our Sa- 
viour with the deſire of ſuffering, in order 
to merit eternal bleſſings for us by his fut- 
ferings. 
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terings. But at laſt hatred was daſhed to 


pieces againſt that rock, and love pre- 
vailed: the royalty of Chriſt, which the 


Zews eſteemed falſe, triumphed over all 


their efforts, and will be reader! as true 


tor all eternity. 
Loet thoſe impious wretches do what they 


will; let them mock him as much as they 


pleaſe; they ſpeak the truth, againſt their 
own wills, when they call Chriſt the king 
of the Jes. How wicked ſoever the inten⸗ 
tion of Caiphas was, faith conſiders as a di- 
vine truth the ſentence he pronounced, when 
he ſaid; If is expedient for you that one man 
die for the people, and not that the whole nation 


periſb (John xi. 50.). The holy ghoſt inſpi- 


red him with theſe words for our inſtruction; 
but Caiphas pronounced them, for deſtroy- 
ing Chriſt. ; Thus it is that faith receives 
with ſubmiſſion; and reſpect, what the Fewws 
ſaid only out of contempt ; and whilſt they 
make a jeſt of Chriſt, we lay to him with 


David, in love and weneration : Thou art 


the ſame, my king and my God; who com- 


mandeſt the ſalvation of Jacob. (Pal. xliii. 
5.) That is, the ſalvation of all thy ſer- 


—_ for the divine truth ceaſes not to 
be ſuch, even when it is pronounced by an 


impious mouth. 

IV. It is a great t advantage to have God 
for the judge: ſor he whom God approves, 
cannot be condemned ; whereas human ap- 


Probation is a very weak help, when one is 
condemned 
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condemned by the ſecret judgments of God. 
If his ſervants, when they are deſpiſed by 
the world, apply themſelves ſeriouſly to 
imitate the ſilence and meekneſs of that di. 
vine humbled king ; if, content with pleaſ- 
ing him, they reſign to God the judgment 
of their cauſe ; he is ſo juſt and fo faith- 
ful, that he will draw their grandeur out of 
their abjection, and will make what diſho- 
nours them become the ſource of their 
olory. Let them only caſt themſelves into 
his arms, without preſcribing to him, ei- 
ther the time or meaſure of their reſigna- 
tion, being indifferent whether they be ju- 


| ſtified in this life or the other, allowin 


themſelves to be conducted in all things by 
his providence, confiding in his goodneſs, 
and aſſuring themſelves that he will come 
to their aſſiſtance, when 1t ſhall be profita- 
ble and glorious for him to ſuccour them ; 

and that in the mean time they ſhall not 
want the neceſſary graces for ſupporting the 


afflictions of this life meritoriouſly. Let 
them therefore be always diffident of them- 


ſelves ; but never diffident of God. 


* EX POSITION 1 theſe words: 
Behold the man. 


H E affronts which they made Chrift 
endure, in derifion of his royalty, 


ended not there. Pilate having called him 
VOL. IHE. = | from 
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from amidſt that infolent crowd, and ſee- 
ing the condition wherein they had put 
him, was at firſt ſeized with horror and 
aſtoniſhment : but afterwards reflecting that 
the cruelty which they had exerciſed already 
againſt our Saviour, might ſerve to deliver 
him from death, he reſolved to ſhew him 
to the people, not doubting but the ſight 
of ſo piteous an object would touch the 
hardeſt hearts with compaſſion. For that 
reaſon he ſaid to them: behold, I bring him 
forth unto you, that you may know that I find 
uo cauſe in him. (John xix. 4.) He there- 
fore made him appear before the people, 
with that crown of thorns, and that old 
purple cloke, ſaying to them : behold the 
n; that is, behold him whom you 
accuſe of deſigning to make himſelf a 
king; {ee the condition he is in, and how 


incapable he is of ſuch an undertaking. 


Behold the man whom you accuſe of ſedu- 
cing and ſtirring up the people to rebel- 
lion; can the people give any credit to 
him, after ſeeing him in this condition? 
What can be feared, or hoped from him ? 

Altho' Pilate's actions and words ſeemed 
full of good intentions; yet they were a 
great occaſion of confuſion to Chriſt, to 
be made uſe of in that manner as a ſpecta- 
cle to all the people, among whom were 
his enemies, his friends, and perhaps his 
bleſſed mother, who in all appearance had 


not ſeen him ſince at ſupper the day before. 
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Who can expreſs what the grief of the mo- 
ther and the ſon then was, in beholding 
one another? Yet our Saviour bore that 
ief with a confuſion, modeſty, patience, 
and meekneſs, which would have convinced 
minds, leis prejudiced, of his innocence. 
II. Devout perſons here find a large fund 
of holy thoughts, and a moſt plentiful 
ſource of interior bleſſings; and we may 
very juſtly ſay theſe words of the canticle 
to them : go forth ye daughters of Sion, and 
fee king Solomon in the diadem, wherewith 
his mother hath crowned him in the day of his 
eſpouſals, and in the day of the joy of his heart 
(Cant. iii. 11.). For the ſynagogue of the 
ews, Which is here called his mother, be- 
cauſe he deſcended from her bowels, put 
that diadem of thorns upon his head ; but 
he, forgetting the cruelty of that unratu- 
ral mother, received that crown without 
reſiſtance. He even celebrated, with the 


joy of his heart, the day on which he re- 
* deemed our ſouls with his blood, in order 
to make them his ſpouſes by the bond of 
an eternal charity; giving them for a 
| dowry the kingdom of heaven, laying open 
| to-them infinite treaſures, and permitting 


them to take from thence without meaſure 


all the good things which they can deſire. 
Thus theſe chaſte ſpouſes, being charmed 
with the love of their bridegroom, give 
= themſelves to him without reſerve, and find 
| ſuch ſweetneſs and riches in him, as no 


0-2 tongue 


FFP ²˙ . ĩ%˙—ünę̃ͤ ˙ꝛ.. A]—:. ELF; * 
- 9 4 * A N . - K N 


148 An expoſition of theſe words: 


tongue can expreſs, nor eye behold, nor 


the mind comprehend ; and which love 
alone renders ſenſible. 

III. Theſe words, behold the man, pro- 
nounced by Pilate, with a deſign of dcli- 
vering our Lord from death, are conſidered 
by many holy perſonages, as coming from 
the mouth of the eternal father, who ſhew- 
ing to all men his only ſon, reduced for 
them into that condition, ſaid to them; 
behold the man. Behold him of whom 1 
told you before: his is my beloved ſon, in 
whom 1 am well pleaſed, hear ye him (Matt. 
XVil. 5.). Behold the man, in whom I give 
you a father, a friend, a companion, and 


a paſtor. It is in him you ſhall find your 


nouriſhment, your way, your truth, and 
your life. In him J give you all that ] 
have, and all that you can hope for. By 
him I will pardon you, receive you, and 
glorify you. Dilate thy heart, O ſinful 
man! raiſe up thy hopes and deſires. If 
I give thee this man who is my only ſon, 
what can I refuſe thee ? If I pared not even 
my only ſon, but delivered him for you all; 


bow have I not alſo with him given you all 


toings f (Rom. vili. 32.) 

Conſider this man, O ſinner! and tell 
me afterwards why thou doſt not love me, 
why thou doſt not ſerve me, and what thou 
canſt bring for an excuſe, when I ſhall con- 
demn thee, It were but juſt that being 
ny creature, thou ſhouldſt begin to love 

me, 
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me, in order to gain my love by thine : 


but ſince thou ſeeſt thy negligence and 


weakneſs, look upon this man, and ac- 


knowledge in him all that I have done for 
thee. Is it poſſible, O ſinful foul! that 
thou canſt periſh, having the Saviour whom 
I have given thee? Caſt thyſelf into his 
arms, unite thyſelf cloſely to him, hear 
his words, follow his inſtructions, offer 
him to me with faith and love, in order to 
ſupply what is wanting on thy part; I 
will refuſe thee nothing that ſhall be ne- 
ceſſary for thee, whenever thou ſhalt aſl: 
it of me with him and by him. 

IV. Other ſaints conſider theſe words, 
behold the man, as uttered by Chriſt him- 
ſelf, and addreſſed to ail finnzrs. Behold 
the man, ſays he to us; look upon me, 
and aſk me for what you defire. Give 
your deſires what latitude you pleaſe ; be- 
caule it 1s for you that I am covered with 
wounds and bathed with tears. All theſe 
torments are yours: my. blood, my per- 
ſon, my life, and my merits 'be long to 
you. Come then to me dll ye that labour and 
are burthened, and I will refreſh you. (Matt. 
xi. 28.) Enter by theſe wounds into m 
heart, and draw plentifully from thencę the 
good things you ſhall find therein. Look 
yourſelves. in this mirror; diſcover your 
malice therein; ſee the evils which it oc- 
caſions me, and thoſe which it ought to 
cauſe yourſelves, You can no longer ſay 
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to me in your neceſſities what the {ick man 
ſaid at the pool, I have no man: for here 
Jam; and ſince I am quite ready to aſſiſt 
you, do not fly from me. 

What could I do for you, that I have 
not done ? If you would ſtill have me do 
ſomething more, I will do it, tho' it were 
to expire upon the croſs for you. Conſi- 
der me from head to foot, and you will ſee 
there is nothing in me, but what is yours; 
and that I am wholly ſacrificed for your 


ſalvation. What is there in the world that 


is more yours than I am, that teaches you 


the truth better, that loves you more ten- 


derly, or that is more profitable to you 
than I am ? In whom do you find a friend- 
{hip more ſincere, more ſtrict, or more ge- 
nerous than in me? Why then do you de- 
ſpiſe me? Why do you abandon me to 
follow pleaſure and fin? You keep me 
here, O man i cake care you do not loſe 
me; and that you do not loſe yourſelf in 
loſing me. For you will never find your 
ſecurity and ſalvation but in me alone. 

V. Every ſinner may alſo apply theſe 
words to himſelf, and ſay to Chrift : Lord, 
behold ihe man; behold the finner for whom 
thou ſuffereſt ſo many pains and ignomi- 
nies : behold the man who is unfaith{ul to 
thee, and performs nothing of what he 


promiſes thee. Behold the man, that bath 


not put God for his helper : but hath hoped in 


the multitude of his riches, and hath prevailed in 
a | bis 


e - 
r . 4 8 * 
A Et tp) 2 35 AERO, 22 ok Nate COOL ET Savoy 


eee a I Lk NOS LO. LOSING 
c 


5 Se 
JFC 


M4 * 
e e 


Fe; 
45 
* 
* 
3 
5 
Te 
N 
We 
x 
Tr» 
= 


Contemplation on XL. ſuffering. 151 
bis vanity ; and therefore J am ſo miſerable 
before thee. (Pal. li. 9, 10.) 

We may allo very profitably make uſe - 
of theſe words, in the preſence of God, 
by accuſing ourſelves, by offering and con- 
ſecrating ourſelves to his love and ſervice. 
For a good deſire accompanied with perſe- 
verance, and often renewed in the fight of 
God, is moſt powerful for drawing down 
his mercy. We mult therefore accuſtom 
ourſelves to appear before him, with an in- 
terior view of our own meanneſs, and to 
turn thoſe truths to our own confuſion 
which we conſider : for it is the ſureſt way 


for knowing God, and meriting his grace. 


CON TEN FLC 


On Chrift concerning his royalty. 
HERE is then no longer amongſt 


men any ſentiment of compaſſion for 

thee, O my Saviour ! What creature, even 
deprived of reaſon, could ſee a man in thy 
condition, without being ſeized with horror 
and pity ? It ſeems that human hearts are 
hardened only againſt thee alone : they are 
not afraid to cover thy adorable face- with 
ſpittle and blows; to treat thee as a fool and 
an imaginary king; to put a reed into thy 
band inſtead of a ſcepter; and an old tattered 
G 4. garment 
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garment about thy ſhoulders, inſtead of a 
royal robe; to adore thee out of mockery by 
kneeling before thee ; to. inſult thee by abu- 
five words and actions; and to pluck the 
reed from thy hand which they had put 
therein; in order to ſtrike thy head there- 
with crowned with thorns. They excice 
one another to torment thee, O my God! 
and thou remaineſt in ſilence, as if thou 
wert a worm of the earth, without reſiſt- 
ing, or complaining, and burneſt with the 
deſire of ſuffering ſtill more for me. O 
thou love of my ſoul! O life of my lite! 
when will they ceaſe to abuſe thee ? but 
when wilt thou thyſelf be fatisfied with 
reproaches and ſufferings ? 

II. I adore thee, O divine Jeſus! I 
praiſe thee, bleſs thee, and give thee a 
thouſand thanks, for the love thou ex- 
preſſeſt to me, and for all the torments 
thou ſuffereſt. Let thoſe miſerable wretches 
ſay and do whatever they will, thou wilt 
be no leſs the true king of heaven and 
_ earth; and in order to adore thee, I will 
make ule of the fame words which they 
employed to affront thee. Hail, O king of 
the Jews! hail, O king of heaven and 
earth ! hail, O king of ſouls! thou art my 
God, my Lord, and my king! there is 
properly none but thee to whom the name 
of king belongs; ſince thou alone govern- 
eſt us by pure laws, converting ſouls, Thou 
| LED alone 
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alone governeſt us with a moſt divine 
peace, love, and wiſdom. | 

O that thy kingdom might come to me ! 
that thou wouldſt reign abſolutely in my 


ſoul; that I could ſincerely ſay with the 


prophet : (P/al. xxii. 1.) Our Lord rules 
me, and nothing ſhall be wanting to me: in a 
place of paſture there he has placed me, where 
I receive a moſt heavenly nouriſhment. 
Upon the water of refeftion he has brought me- 
up : he has converted my ſoul. He has con- 
ducted me upon the paths of juſtice, for his 
 name's-ſake. For tho" I ſhould walk in the midſt 
of the ſhadow of death, I will not fear evils © 
becauſe thou art with me. Thy rod and thy 
ſtaff have comforted me. I find my lafety in 
thy rod which governs me; and my con- 
ſolation even in thy ſtaff which chaſtiſes 
me. Thou haſt prepared in my fight a table, 
againſt them that trouble me; and there it is 
that I receive ſtrength for reſiſting them. 
Thou haſt fatted my head with oil, which is 
the unction of thy grace: and my inebriating 
cup, how goodly is it. And thy mercy ſhall 
follow me all the days of my life : | and that I 
may dwell in the houſe of our Lord, for length 
of days. I will have no other king nor 
maſter but thee, O my Saviour ! I delire 
none but thee alone. Moſt deſpiſed as 
thou art, I prefer thee to all th- moſt pow- 
erful kings of the earth; and iave thy re- 
proaches infinitely better than all their 
glory. | | 
4: III. But 
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III. But it is no leſs the effect of thy 
mercy, O my Lord and my king! to re- 
ceive thoſe that come to thee with a peni- 
tent heart, than it is of thy juſtice to pu- 
niſh ſinners who confeſs not their fins. 1 
acknowledge mine, O my God | and pro- 
ſtrate at thy feet, I confeſs, in imploring 
thy clemeney, that thou haſt not a ſervant 
more worthy of chaſtiſement, and more 
unworthy of pardon, I have a thouſand 
times abandoned thee; I have withdrawn 
myſelf from thy ſervice. I have ſaid: I 
pill not obey ; J have baſely engaged myſelf 
in the ſervice of unworthy maſters, ſuch 
as pride, vanity, ſelf-love, and ſenſual 
pleaſures; and I have ſubjected myſelf to 
as many kings, or rather, tv as many ty- 
rants, as I have committed fins; I have 
followed their law, and deſpiſed thine. I 
have loſt thee, O my ſovereign happineſs ! 
I have forſaken thee, O thou love of my 
ſoul! I have turned my back on thee, O 
my Jeſus ] to run after them. | 
Hitherto they have poſſeſſed my heart, 
and have eſtabliſhed themſelves therein in 
ſuch a manner by a long habit, that they 
pretend to reign always in it. They 
keep me at a diſtance from thee, who art 
my true life: they make thy law ſeem to 
me hard, heavy, and inſupportable; tho' 
I know, by my own experience, that it 
becomes ſweet, light, and even delightful 
by the unction of thy grace, They have 
reduced 
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reduced me to that ſtate of poverty where- 
in thou ſeeſt me. They have weakened, 


| dejected, and blinded me, and ſtripped 


me of all my goods; and what gives me 
the greateſt pain, O my God! is the ha- 
bitual ſtate I am in of obeying them. 

For tho” I ſee they ſeek my deſtruction, 
I find in mylelt ſo great an inclination to 
tollow them, that 1 can {carcely reſolve 
with myſelf to forſake them; they have fo 
deeply poſſeſſed my ſenſes and powers, 
that I muſt maintain ſevere conflicts in 
order to overcome them, and I very of- 
ten yield thereto. They put a veil before 
my eyes, that I may not be able to ſee the 
purity of thy law. They freeze my heart, 


to extinguiſh therein the fervour of thy 


love. They inſpire me with a thouſand. 
diſguſts, in order to make me find thy yoke 
heavy, and thy converſation weariſome. 
Take compaſſion on my milery, O thou 
only king of my heart! and baniſh all 
thoſe tyrants. Take poſſeſſion again of 
thy inheritance, and repair al. 1ts ruins. 
Shew thy light to thoſe that go aſtray, and 
will not return to thee. Give me. thy law, 
© Lord! and the grace of obſerving it. 
IV. When ſhall I find myſelf poſſeſſed 
by thee, who alone art my true king and 
my liege Lord? When wilt thou come to 
reign in this foul, there to be obeyed with- 
out reſiſtance? When {hall I hate all ang 
that have reigned in it in thy ſtead? I beg. 
ot. 
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of thee by all the ignominies and pains 
which thou endureſt, that thou wouldſt 
reign alone in me for the future, that thou 
alone wouldſt poſſeſs me, that thou mayſt 
be ſerved as the ſovereign maſter of m 
ſoul. For what king is like thee? Thou 
art a king whoſe majeſty attracts inſtead of 
removing, Thy 1ceptre inſpires more love 
than fear; and the reed which the Fewws 
gave thee for a {ceptre, agrees better with 
thee than they imagine; ſince it is written 
that thou ſtrengtheneſt the bruiſed reed, 
and doſt not accompliſh to break it. 
Thou art the ſtrength of the weak, 0 
my God! and thoſe that would periſh in 
other hands, are ſaved in thine. Thou art 
at the ſame time an omnipotent and moſt 
good king, and takeſt pleaſure in doing 
good to thoſe that put themſelves into thy 
hands. Thou art not like the kings of he 
earth, whoſe favour always occaſions Jea- 
| louſy. They cannot communicate them- 
ſelves to many, becauſe their bounty is li- 
mited, as well as their power; and by giv- 
ing up themſelves to ſome, they are neceſ- 
ſarily wanting to others. But thou, O my 
God] canſt give thyſelf wholly to all, and 
wholly to every one in particular. Thou 
takeſt care of every one of us, ſays St. Au- 
guſtin, as if thou hadſt but the care of one 
alone; and the care which thou takeſt of all 
in general, does not prejudice the care which 
chou takeft of eve Ty one in particular. In 
commu— 
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communicating thyſelt, thou neither divideſt 
thyſelf, nor loſeſt any thing of what thou: 
haſt, or of what thou art: thou canſt love 
us all, and love every one of us infinitely. 

He whom thou honoureſt with thy fa- 
vour, and with thy ſecret communications, 
becomes humble, poor in ſpirit, meek, pe- 
nitent, full of holy deſires, and ſparkling 
with love for thee; and in proportion as: 
his love increaſes, his favour with thee is. 
augmented. In thy houſe there is neither 
diſtinction of qualities, nor reſpect of per- 
ſons. One is not noble, great, conſidered, 
cheriſhed, nor agreeable in thy ſight, but 
according to the love he bears thee; and ib 
is the love alone that one has ior thee; 
which regulates the places in thy kingdom. 

V. When we begin to be united to thee 
by love, we become great, powerful, and 
in favour, we obtain whatever we deſire; 


| becauſe after having beſtowed thy favours 


on ſome, thou haſt no fewer remaining for 
others. O that I loved thee with my whole 
heart! O that I ſought thee: with all my 
ſtrength! O that I reſigned myſelf to thee 


without reſerve! But come rather to me 


thyſelf, O divine love! inflame me, and 


transform me into thee. 

All that T can do, O my God! is to 
bleſs thy holy name, and to ſay with a 
holy prophet : my ſoul, bleſs thou our Lord. 
(Pial. ciii. 1.) I will praiſe our Lord in my 


be. 


_ ſpirit ſhall go forth, and he ſhall return into 
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be. Put not confidence in princes; in the ſons 
of men, in whom there is no ſalvation. His 


his earth in that day all their cogitations ſhall 
periſh, with the hopes of thoſe that truſt in 
them. Bleſſed is be whoſe helper is the God of 
Jacob, his hope is in the Lord his God; who 
made heaven and earth, the ſea, and all things 
that are in them. Who keepeth truth for ever, 


doth judgment for them that ſuffer wrong : 


giveth food to the hungry. Our Lord looſeth 
the fettered : our Lord illuminateth the blind. 
Our Lord lifteth up the bruiſed, our Lord lov-- 
eth the juſt. Our Lord keepeth ſtrangers, the 
orphan and widow he will receive; and the 


 qways of finners he will deſtroy. Our Lord will 


reign for ever, thy God, O Sion | in genera- 
tion and generation. (Pal. cxlv.) We ſerve 
him with an entire certainty that he will never 
fail us. We have nothing to fear, when we put 
our confidence in him, becauſe he is infinitely 
good,” infinitely wiſe, infinitely powerful, 
and his reign ſhall never end. | 
I praiſe and adore thy empire, O my 
God ! I ſubmit thereto, and defire it. I 
offer thee all that I am, and all that I can 


do; diſpoſe of me according to thy will. 


I rather chuſe to be bruiſed: in thy hands, 
than to be careſſed by the world; receive 
me, O Lord! by thy mercy, conduct me, 
defend me, chaſtiſe me, comfort me, en- 


rich me, empoveriſh me, and do with me 
what | 
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_ what thou pleaſeſt; but never permit me 
to ceaſe from loving thee. 


O queen of angels! you who are full of 
the grace of our Lord, beſtow a little of 
your plenitude upon this miſerable ſinner. 
I come to you, O mother of mercy ! that 
you may preſent me to your ſon, that he 
may receive me by your hands into the 
number of his ſervants, and that he may 
never ſuffer me to abandon his ſervice. 
Saints of heaven, happy courtiers of that: 
celeſtial king, who are united to him by 
the bonds of an eternal love, obtain that I 
may enter with you into the fociety of ſo. 
{weet a. ſervitude. For, alas! what ſhall 
become of me, if I enter not therein ? 
Aſſiſt me, that in waiting for the poſſeſſion. 
of that happineſs, I may here below be a faith- 
ful ſervant of that king of glory, whom ye 
behold, love, and adore for ever. Amen. 


CONT E MP EE ATA N: 
On Chrift concerning theſe words : 
behold the man. 


Rpect thy Saviour, O my ſoul! he is 
going to be ſhewn to the people, 
that thou mayſt ſee and adore him. O 
my God and my king! who has put thee 
in that condition I ſee thee in? Thou art 
then thus expoſed to the ſight of thy friends 
and enemies, thy hands bound, cloathed 
| with 
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with a robe of ignominy, crowned with 
thorns, bathed in blood, torr with wounds, 
thy hair tore off, thy face disfigured, a reed 
in thy hand; and Pilate deriding thoſe who 
had accuſed thee of having aſpired to the 
royalty, ſaid; behold the man: behold the 
power of him whom ye call king: can 
ſuch a man ever be a king ? 

How great was thy confuſion at that 
time, O my Saviour ! to ſee thyſelf in that 
condition, ſerving as a ſpectacle to all thoſe 
who had a few days before admired thy 
works and thy doctrine. Deeply imprint 
in my heart, O divine Jeſus ! that piteous 
and ignominious figure; mollity my ob- 
duracy by thy preſence ; and grant that I 
may feel in myſelf what I behold in thee. 

Fix my whole love on thyſelf, O my 
Saviour! ſince thou art treated thus only 
for teſtifying thine to me. Charm my 
ſoul by the beauty of that fire which ſhines 
thorough all thy reproaches, in that bleed- 
ing and torn body. In ſpite of thy ſilence, 
humility, and modeſty, the ſparks of that 
divine fire fly out on all fides : let them 
come to me. O Lord! let them burn and 
conſume me entirely. 

O ſweet Jeſus ! the richeſt, the lovelieſt, 
and the moſt beautiful of the children of men; 
why doſt thou. appear in that condition, 
unleſs it be to inflame ſouls with thy love ? 
Execute therefore thy deſigns on me, O my 
hope and my life ! take away my ſoul ; the 

more 
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more miſerable and fixed to the earth it be, 
the more thou wilt ſhew the force and gloty 
of thy love. 


II. O Jeſus afflicted, deſpiſed, Sy" torn | 


TI caſt myſelf at thy feet, and will be wholly 


thine. Methinks thou openeſt upon me 
the eyes of thy mercy, and art ready to re- 
ceive me. I ſhould not have this deſire, 
if thou didſt not inſpire me with it ; and 
thou wouldſt not inſpire me therewith, if 
thou didſt not intend to hearken thereto. It 
is for me thou appeareſt in ſo humbling a 
poſture ; it is for me thou ſheddeſt that 
blood; all that I behold in thee is for me. 
But, O Lord! caſt alſo thy eyes upon thy- 
ſelf, conſider thyfelf, and do for me what 
that blood, what thoſe reproaches, and 
what thoſe pains require of thee. 


III. Stop here, O my foul ! and conſider 


that Pilate comprehends not the ſenſe of 


thoſe words he rac > he is but the 
organ thereof ; the eternal tather ſpeaks by 
his mouth, and ſays to thee : behold the 


man, who is no leſs thy friend than my ſon. 


As thy friend, he is like thee; and as m 
fon, he has received an infinite ſubſtance 
from me, and for that reaſon he loves 


| thee with an infinite love. He is my wel- 


beloved ſon, I give him to thee, and I give 
him to thee in the condition thou beholdeſt 


him. What doſt thou require more? What 


more Can I do for thee ? Receive him, hear 
him, 
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him, love him, and endeavour to imitate 
him. 

In him I give thee all the good things I 
poſſeſs. I give thee a remedy for all thy 
evils, a help in all thy neceſſities, a ſupport 
in all thy pains, and a comfort in all thy 
griefs; the payment of all thy debts, a 
mediator for all thy requeſts ; and becauſe 
thou canſt find in him all that I have, and 
all that is neceſſary for thee, I give him up 
_ entirely to thee, and my will 1s that he be 
wholly thine. Behold, O miſerable man 
how much ] love thee, ſince for thy ſalva- 
tion, I ſpare not even my own ſon. But 
ſee alſo what thou oweſt me ; the only thing 


I require of thee is, that thou ſerve him, 


love him, and imitate him. 

What ſhall T return thee, O eternal fa- 
ther! for that infinite charity? I know that 
for all thoſe bleſſings thou requireſt nothing 

but myſelf. What am I therefore, O Lord ! 


to deſerve thy conſideration, and to. oblige 


thee to heap thy favours upon me, after 
ſuch great ingratitudes ? But ſince this trea- 
ſure is a preſent of thy infinite love, I re- 


ceive it from that paternal hand, and offer 


it to thee at the ſame time for the expiation 


of my offences. 
Remember, O eternal father! that 


thou formerly complainedſt by one of thy 


prophets, ſaying: I ſought of them a 
man that might interpoſe a hedge, and ſtand 
oppoſite — me for the land, that 1 might 


not 


| 
| 
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not deſtroy it; and JI found not. (Ezech. xxii. 
30.) Behold the man, O Lord! behold this 
man according to thy own heart; and ſince 
he is the object of thy tenderneſs, look up- 


on him, and receive me by him, and with 


him. I offer him to thee with all his blood, 
all his torments, and all his merits; and I 
conſecrate myſelf for ever to thee with him 
and in him. 80 | 

It is by him that thou wilt pardon me 
my fins, wilt fortify my weakneſs, wilt diſ- 
ſipate my darkneſs, wilt inſtruct my igno- 
rance, wilt heal my wounds, wilt warm my 
coldneſs, and wilt regain me to thy ſervice. 
Suffer not then, O my God! this divine 
Saviour to be unprofitable to me: for with- 
out him I am loſt; and it 1s in him alone 
{ find my falvation and life. 

Altho* his mouth be filent, I hear the 
voice of his blood; and the condition J ſee 
him in ſays clearly to me: behold the man. 
. Yes, O Lord! methinks thou ſayſt to my 
foul : O ſoul, redeemed by my blood! do 
not complain with the paralitic, of having 
no one, when the water is troubled, to put thee 
into the pond; for here am I: I am that 
man whom thou ſeekeſt; and my whole 
blood is the pool wherein thau art to find 
thy remedy. Thou haſt neither deſerved 
nor deſired it; and yet I have prepared it 
for thee. Whither then doſt thou go, 
when thou flieſt from me? what doſt thou 


ſeek, when thou ſeekeſt not me? What doſt 
| 5 thou. 
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thou love, when thou loveſt not me ? 
Where wilt thou find ſuch friends as I? 
What father, what brother, will do for thee 
what I do? Conſider that I have had more 
regard to thy ſalvation, honour, and advan- 
tage, than to my own honour and life. 
Come to me, beloved ſoul! and I will 
comfort thee, love thee, and heap upon 
thee all the delights of my love, and all 
the riches of my glory. 

IV. Why did I not always love thee, 
why did I offend thee, and depart from 
thee, O thou true friend of my foul ! Be- 
hold this unhappy man, who has deſpiſed 
thee, when thou gaveſt thyſelf to him; 
who has rejected thee; who has neither 
placed his hope nor love on thee ; who has 
run after vanity ; and who has loved what 
thou hateſt ; but all my miſeries cannot 
deprive me of the confidence I have in thy 
mercies. 

How can I diſtruſt thoſe bowels of cha- 
rity ? Can I want hope in thee, O my God | 
and ſee what thou ſuffereſt "hy me? Bchold 
the man for whom thou waſt made man ; 
behold the wretch for whom thou didſt ſub- 
Ject thyſelf to ſo many miſeries. The love 
which made thee perform ſo many great 
things for me, is not exhauſted : it is ſtill 
as ſtrong, as ardent, and as powerful as 
ever. I conjure thee by that ſame love, O 
thou God of my heart! to pardon me my 

aſt faults, to change me, and transform 
me in to thyſelf, [ offer 
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I offer thee my ſoul, my body, my 


ſtrength, my honour, my life, and all that 


I have received of thee. Do in regard of 
all theſe what the wounds wherewith thou 
art covered require of thee : for I am fo 
miſerable and blind, that I know not even 
what 1s proper for me, nor what I ought 
to beg of thee. Tell my ſoul therefore thy- 
ſelf, O ſweet Jeſus ! how much thou loveſt 
me, what thou haſt done, and ſuffered, and 
merited for me. The only thing that I can 
do is, to offer and reſign mylelt to thee, O 
my God, my Saviour, and my love 


O moſt ſacred mother of God! when 
you beheld your only ſon treated ſo cruelly, 

with how ſenſible a ſorrow were your bow- 
els penetrated | I entreat you by that ſor- 
row, by all the torments of your wel-be- 


loved fon, obtain that I may never loſe the 


remembrance thereof, that I may become 
a new man, and that I may be received in- 


| to the number of his ſervants and of yours. 


Angels of heaven, and ye bleſſed ſouls, 
who are indebted to the love and blood of 


Chriſt for the merits that ye have acquired, 


and the glory ye poſſeſs; take pity on a 
miſerable ſinner, who is 'baniſhed from his 
true country, and deſtitute of all good : 


obtain me by your interceſſion the grace of 


correſponding to the ineffable bounties. of 
him, who is my Saviour and yours. Amen. 


Rf 


SUFFERINGS 

1 of n 
JESUS CHRIST, 
. In his death; 


That is, from his condemnation, till he 
expires upon the croſs. 


ad. Dalla. 8 — : , * 1 
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XI. SUFFERING of CHRIST. 


The ſentence of death pronounced againſt him. 


fey heart would have been ſo hard 
= as to have required the death of 
JASPRSg Chriſt, after ſeeing him in fo 
piteous a condition. But he did not conſi- 
der that it is the nature of thoſe who are 
actuated by mere malice, envy, and hatred, 
not to deſiſt from what they have once de- 
ſired, and even never to deſire it more ar- 
. dently 


ILA was in hopes that no 
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dently than when they fee themſelves near- 
| eſt obtaining it. Thus Pilate, deſigning, 
by a ſight ſo worthy of compaſſion, to ap- 
peaſe the fury of the Jews, provoked it 
ſtill more; and they believed that after 
having obtained of that weak judge the 
ſcourging of our Saviour, they could alſo 
obtain his death. | 
It was therefore in vain for him to de- 
_ clare thrice that that man was innocent, and 
that he found in him no cauſe of condem- 
nation: they all cried out with one voice; 
away with him, crucify him, crucify him. 
This obſtinacy appears ſurprizing, and it 
is ſo indeed. But if we reflect upon the 
diſpoſition of our own nature, we ſhall find 
that we are taken from the ſame corrupt 
maſs, and that we have in ourſelves the 
ſame paſſions which we deteſt in the Jews. 
For it often happens that he who thinks he 
has entirely rooted out fuch a vice by pe- 
nance, diſcoyers again in himſelf the ſame 
inclination, when the ſame occaſions offer, 
and finds himſelf excited to his firft diſor- 
ders with as much violence as if he had 
never bewailed them. | 
Thoſe who have lived long in the habit 
of fin, know by their own experience, the 
truth of what I ſay. Tho' they often con- 
demn themſelves, either by ſome interior 
motion given them by God, or by a pious 
leſſon, or an affecting ſermon, or the ad» 
vice of their friends, or the example of 
3 good 
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good people, or their own reaſoning, and 
ſometimes by the views of ,honour and 
intereſt; the love of ſin, and the enchant- 
ment of a wicked habit gains over them by 
degrees ſo abſolute an empire, that they 
proceed to ſuch a length at laſt as to commit 
ſin without remorſe, and even ſo far as to 
think it lawful. . 

II. The malice of the Jes teaches us 
therefore what we are capable of, what the 
corruption of our nature is, how much we 
ought to fear ourſelves, and to have re- 
courſe to the remedy which we procure 
from the example of Chriſt. 

Pilate being unable to ſuffer any longer 
the cruelty and importunity of the Jets, 
ſaid to them: take ye him, and crucify him; 
for my part 1 find no cauſe in him. They an- 
ſwered: we have a law, and according to the 
law he ought to die; becauſe he hath made 
himſelf the ſon of God (John xix. 6.). Tho' 
Pilate was convinced on one hand of our 
Saviour's innocence ; and on the other ad- 
mired his ſilence, moderation, and patience 
amidſt ſuch cruel torments ; yet he had not 
the power of taking him out of the hands 
of ſo many unjuſt accuſers. But when he 
heard the name of the ſon of God pro- 


nounced, he obſerved him more cloſely; | 


he reflected upon his meekneſs and con- 
ſtancy; began to ſuſpect that there was 
ſomething perhaps more than human in 


that man, of whom he had heard ſo many 
| N wonders; 
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worders.: and to be afraid leſt he had ſin- 


ned againſt heaven, in condemning him to 


be ſcourged. He therefore went back into 
the judgment-hall, in order to be more fully 
informed concerning our Saviour. 

Ah!] how important it is to ſcrutinize the 
motion of the ſoul, and to comprehend well 
what it loves, what it fears, and what it 
hopes for : for objects ſcarce ever appear 
ſuch as they are in themſelves ;. but ſuch as 
they are repreſented by the diſpoſition of 
thoſe who regard them. Hence it 1s that 
an action, which being done with a pure 
intention, would be a virtue, becomes a 
ſin, when the intention is bad; that the 
ſame work of piety which paſſes for hypo- 
criſy in the mind of one man, is looked 
upon by another as a good example; and 
that the ſame honour which gives a plea- 
{ure to the friends of him that is honoured, 
is the cauſe of diſpleaſure to thoſe that envy 
him. Thus the miracles of Chriſt, which 
made him paſs for a magician among his 
enemies, cauſed Plate to fear leſt there 
ſhould be ſomething divine in him. 

III. He therefore interrogated him in 
private; and aſked him from whence he 
was, whether he came from heaven with 
ſome divine power, or whether he was 
born on carth as an ordinary man. Our 
Saviour anſwering nothing to theſe queſti- 


ons, Pilate who would have ſaved him, was 


offended at his ſilence, and ſaid to him: 
Vol. III. II 558 
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ſpeakeft thou not to me? knoweſt thou not that 


1 have power to cruciſy thee, and that ] have 
er to releaſe thee? As if he had meant: 


Why wilt thou not diſcover thyſelf to me ; 


who am not one of thy enemies? 

It is true that Pilate could have done ju- 
ſtice, but did not. Jeſus therefore anſwered 

him: thou wouldft not have any power at all 

againſt me, unleſs it were given thee from 

above : therefore he who delivered me to thee, 

hath the greater fin. If Pilate had had more 


light, he would have comprehended by 


that anſwer, that there was ſomething 
above man in the perſon of Chrift, who 
declared to him in ſo poſitive a manner, 
that that affair not only depended on the 
divine providence and eternal counſel ; but 
alſo that he clearly knew the degree of ma- 
lice which was in every fin. This was a 
fine occaſion for Pilate of acquiring a 
greater knowledge of the truth, if he had 
ſaid to our Saviour: I am very far from 
doing any thing againſt thee for the future; 
and am ſincerely iorry for what I have 
already done, by expoſing thee to be 
ſcourged. 

But we muſt here obſerve, that Chriſt 
deſigned not to ſay by that anſwer; that 
becauſe it was from the divine will and per- 
miſſion that he was condemned to death by 
Pilate, the fin of that judge was leſs than 
that of the Fews. For the divine permiſ- 
Lon neither increaſes nor diminiſhes the 
fin, 
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ſin, the whole malice of which proceeds 
from the will of him that ſins, tho” God 
knows how to draw from that evil already 
accompliſhed, a very great good for his 


own glory and the ſal vation of his elect. 


If Pilate's malice was leſs than that of the 
Fewws, it is becauſe he did not abandon our 
Saviour to them but in order to deliver 


| himfelf from their importunity ; whereas 


they demanded his death out of the hatred 
and envy wherewith they were animated 
againſt him. The ſin was great on both 
ſides; but there was more weakneſs than 
malice in Pilate, and in the Jews more ma- 
lice than weakneſs. 

IV. Theſe words of Chriſt : zhou wouldſ/t 
not have any power ot all againſt me, unleſs it 
were given thee from above, contain great 
matter of conſolation for the juſt that are 


ö in ſufferings: for being perſuaded by the 


light of faith, that nothing happens to them 


in this world, but what is the effect of the 
loving conduct of God towards them, they 


mind not the malice of men, or of devils, 


chat torment them: they regard only the 
divine love which afflicts them for their 


good; receive with love his chaſtiſements 


and trials; and humble themſelves under 


his omnipotent hand with an entire acqui- 


| eſcence. 


Pilate, after that anſwer which he had 


| miſ-underſtood, ſeeing Chriſt, amidſt fo 
many pains, had his mind in heaven, and 


2 referred 
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referred all to the divine providence, judged 
that if he was not.the ſon of God, he was 
innocent at lea't of the crimes that were 
laid to his charge; and conſequently that 
it was requiſite to ſave his life. But when 
the Jews perceived that Pilate heard them 
with great indifferency, when they acculed 
Chriſt of calling bimſelf the ſon of God, 
they had recourſe to their firſt accuſation. 
They cried out that he had deſigned to 
make himſelf a king, and threatned that 
judge with the emperor's anger. F thor 
deft releaſe this man, thou art not Ceſar's 
friend, ſaid they to him. 
Behold the ſtroke that dejected Pilates 
courage: and it is ſtill at this day the com- 
mon rock on which all thoſe ſplit that are 
ſlaves to the favour of princes. They can- 
not bear that one ſhould ſo much as hint 
to them the danger of a diſgrace : and 
God often permits. them to be deſtroyed by 
the ſame arm of fleſh in which they truſted. 
For Pilate, by abandoning juſtice, in order 
to preſerve Ceſar's favour, loſt both at laſt. 
V. Having therefore ſhewn Chriſt to the 
Fews from a balcony, he ſaid to them out 
of mockery : behold your king. But the 
cried out immediately : away with him, away 
with him, crucify bim. What, replies Pi. 
lale, continuing his rallery ; ſhall J erucijy 
your ing]! They anſwered ; we have no king 
but Ceſar. They ſtill to this day experi- 
ence the conſequences of that judgment, 
which 
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which they then pronounced againſt them 
ſelves : for after having rejected their true 
king, they were diſperſed over the whole 
earth, odious, contemptible to the whole 
world, and ſubject to ſtrange maſters. 

Pilate ſeeing; that he gained nothing up- 
on them, and that the tumult of the peo- 
ple increaſed, called for water, and waſhed 
his hands, proteſting that he had no ſhare 
in the effuſion of that innocent blood, and 
that he threw the whole crime thereot upon 
them. But theſe blind people anſwered all 
with one voice : his blood be upon us and up- 
on our children. 

There are here two reflections to be made 
upon ourſelves : the firſt, that for juſtify- 
ing ourſelves in the eyes of men, we oſten 
bring as frivolous excuſes as thoſe of P:- 
late, who thinks, by waſhing his hands, 
to exculpate himſelf from the unjuſt ſen- 
tence he pronounced againſt Chriſt: for 
how many times have we thrown upon the 
devil, the weakneſs of the fleſh, or the 
preſſing occaſion, the ſin we committed by 
the free motion of our own will. But God, 
who knows the nature of our freedom, and 
the helps he has given us, will judge quite 
otherwiſe thereof. e 

The ſecond reflection is, that as the evil 
appears lighter and of ſmall conſequence 
to us, when we are drawn thereto by plea- 
ſure or paſſion, ſo much the greater will it 
appear to us, when we muſt expiate it by 


H 2 penance. 
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penance. So true it is that we have no 
enemies more dangerous, nor Judges more 


unjuſt, than ourſelves, in what regards the 


accompliſhment of our defires ; Hince in 
order to follow them, -we often engage our- 


{elves in misfortunes, out of which all the 


ower of man 1s not able to bring us. 
Thus the Jets, blinded by their hatred, 
thought it a ſmall matter to take the blood 
of the fon of God upon themſelves and 
upon their children. They bear it ſtill to 
this day, by the blindneſs and obduracy 
of their heart; and they will feel it here- 
after in a much more terrible manner, by 


eternal damnation. 


Pilate having delivered Barabbas at the 
deſire of the Fews, abandoned our Saviour to 
their will ; and a herald publiſhed, accord- 


ing to the cuſtom, that by the emperor's 


orders, and in conformity to the Roman 
laws, Jeſus of Nazareth, for having at- 
tempted to make himſelf king of the Jews, 
was condemned to die on a croſs between 
two thieves, appointed for their thetts to 
the ſame puniſhment. The enemies of 
our Saviour received that ſentence with joy, 
and his friends were in a conſternation 


thereat; whilſt that innocent lamb, in ſpite 


of the repugnancy of nature, and all the 
pain which ſo great an injuſtice occaſioned 
him, offered his condemnation to the eter- 


nal. father for the lalvation of men, and 
ESA 915 Ke accepted 
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accepted alſo of death with a loving obe- 
dience. 

That action was accompanied with as 
many different pains for Chriſt, as it con- 
tained circumſtances; aun he diſtin- 
guiſhed and felt them all. He was ſenſible 
of the extreme ingratitude of that people, 
who had ſubjected themſelves to a foreign 

yoke, and to a perpetual baniſhment, by 
Gf to acknowledge him for their king 
altho' he had come to ſecure to them an 
eternal liberty. He was ſenſible of the 
blindneſs of thoſe who conſented fo readily, 
that the very blood which he ſhed for their 
ſalvation, | ſhould. become the ſource of 
their ruin, and of the ruin of their chil- 
dren. He was ſenſihle of the ſorrow of 
his friends, of his diſciples, and of his 
holy mother, who beheld him fo unjuſtly 


condemned to death; and he ſuffered thar 


condemnation, to ſhew us thereby, that 
we were dearer to him than his own life. 

We muſt not here forget that we cannot 
conſider with ſufficient attention and ac- 


| knowledgment, that this kind of death 
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was not choſen by the judge, but required 
by the people: for the confuſed. outcries of 
a whole populace, who demanded the death 
of Chriſt, repreſent. the voice of our ſins, 
which aſcend to the tribunal of God, in 


order to demand of him the death of our 
Saviour, who took upon himſelf the ſins 
of e the world. This makes St. Paul ſay, 


H. that 
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that thoſe who ſit demand again' the death 
of the ſon of God, or to make ute of his 
own words, they cricify him again; becauſe 
they renew the cauſe of his death. (Heb. 
W 

Therefore our Lord was pleaſed, ſince 
he died for all men, that his death ſhould 
be demanded by all the people, as in the 
name of all ſinners; that we might all ac- 
knowledge the ſhare 'we have therein ; 
might be aſhamed of having provoked him 
ſo unworthily ; might return to him with 
love; and might conſecrate all the ſtrength 
of our body and foul 'to his ſervice. As 
that death was to be the ſource of our life, 
and the remiſſion of our 'ſins, Chriſt was 
pleaſed alſo that the kind of his death 
ſhould be of our chuſing ; in order to aſſure 
us thereby, that if we have found him ready 
to die for us, in the manner as we have de- 
ſired; he will alſo be ready to make us 
live with him, when we ſhall deſire it. 

Behold the works of his infinite love, 
and the certain aſſurances that he will al. 
ways grant us what we ſhall beg of him 
for our ſalvation; for he who has vouch- 
ſafed to ſuffer for the cure of our evils, a 
death which we have choſen, would never 
ſend us either death, or the troubles of this 
life, if they did not contain the ſeed and 
merit of eternal life. 
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CONTEMPLATION 
On 2 having the ſentence of death pro- 


nounced againſt him. 


H O can hear, without horror, that 
cruel ſentence of death pronounced 


againſt thee, O thou true life of our ſouls! 


O the only hope of ſinners. Can the hu- 


man heart comprehend how men, ſeeing 


thee thus covered with wounds, and re- 
proaches, inſtead of being touched with 
compaſſion, ſhould require chy death, and cry 
out all with one voice, away with him, away 
with him, crucify him. Take him away then, 
Pilate, take him from thoſe ſavage beaſts, 


that cannot bear his prelence, and give him 


to me; I will receive him in my arms, will 


dreſs his wounds, and will adore and ſerve 
him. Come to me, O my Saviour and my 


love! Come to me that deſire thee, ſeek 
thee, and love thee, wholly disfigured as 
thou art. Enter into my ſoul, live in it, 
and grant that I may die for thee. 

But pardon me, O my God | for I am 


more wicked than that people. They are 


unwilling to ſee thee, becauſe they know 
thee not, nor believe in. thee; and I who be- 
lieve 1n thee, adore thee, ahd acknowledge 
thee for what thou art; how many times 
have I turned away my eyes, when thou 


5 | Pre- 
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preſentedſt thyſelf to me, to look upon what 
{ſeparated me from . thee? Remedy this 


diſorder, O Lord! that I may never loſe | 


ſight of thee; that thou mayſt always be 
the object of my looks, deſires, and love. 
For if my interior eyes are continually fixed 
on thee, my ſoul will find in thee a moſt 

celeſtial food, and the remedy of all its evils. 
It is in thee, O my reſurrection and my life 
that every thing that is dead in me, ſhall re- 
vive. It is in thee, O eternal mercy !.. that 
J ſhall be delivered from all my miſeries. 
It is in thee, O my ſovereign beatitude ! that 
I ſhall be comforted in the duration of my 
baniſhment. 

II. O eternal fire always burning, and 
art never conſumed; how admirable are 
the inventions of thy love | even thoſe for 
whom thou dieft, chuſe the kind of death 
by which they make thee die. My fins 
were then preſent to the eternal father, their 


cries were joined to the clamours of the 


Fews, and demanded juſtice againſt thee ; 
becauſe thou hadſt taken my debts upon 
thee, and I could not ſatisfy for them but 
by thee. Thou didft ſo ſubje& thyſelf to 
my will, and facrifice thyſelf to my neceſſi- 
ties, O immenſe charity] that thou haſt left 
me the choice of my remedy. Thou haſt 
{affered the death of the croſs, becauſe we 
required it; and thou wouldit have ſubmit- 
ted thyſelf to another kind of puniſhment, 
if we had deſired it. 
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If thou hadſt chat complacency for ſuch 
cruel defires, how readily wilt thou hear 


me, when I ſhall beg of thee the grace of 


loving and ſerving thee | O treaſure of e- 


ternal goods! who giveſt thyſelf fo libe- 


rally to me, and deſireſt ſo ardently that I 
ſhould poſſeſs thee as my own good; come 
to me, I receive thee this day for my only 
and ſovereign good, I abandon for thee, 
and return into thy hands all that is mine. 
In poſſeſſing thee alone, I am rich enough. 
Thou alone ſufficeſt me, O my God and 
thou alone canſt ſatisfy all my deſires. 

III. Thou haſt already more than ſatis- 


fied for me, and art not content; but wilt 
accompliſh the work of my redemption, by 


the death of the croſs, Thou buyeſt me 
too dear, O my. Saviour! thou haſt already 
acquired me by juſtice, look upon me as 
thy flave, and never free me from the obli- 
gation I lie under of being wholly thine. 
Since I am thine by juſtice, I will alſo be 
thine by love. I rather chuſe a corner in 
thy houſe, than all the abundance of the 
earth; but why do I fay abundance? I ſee 
nothing therein but poverty, miſery, and 


affliction of ſpirit ; and no happineis but 


in being thine. O that I were engaged far 
ever in 1o ſweet a ſervitude | that Dong 


could ſeparate me from thee, O my Go 
Unhappy am I, if I depayt from thee, and 
if Jam wanting one ſingle moment in the 


obedience 1] owe thee, 
| WW ere 
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Were it not more advantageous for me 
not to live, than to live without thee ? 
thou art my creator, and I am thy crea- 
ture. Thou art my Lord, and J am the 
ſlave thou haſt redeemed. Thou art my 
ſurety, and I am thy debtor. But my po- 
verty is ſo great, that I can give thee no- 
thing but myſelf. Receive, O Lord! this 
faithleſs ſervant, who returns to thee, and 
will never ſerve any other maſter but thee. 
IV. Hear, O ſinful foul! the voice of 
the herald. He proclaims that Jeſus of 
Nazareth is condenined to die upon the 
croſs between two thieves, as a malefactor 
and a mock king. Conſider with what 
forrow the facred humanity received that 
cruel ſentence. Lend an ear to the loud 
rejoicings of his enemies, whoſe deſires are 
ſatisfied. Behold the ardour wherewith 
they urge the execution of the ſentence ; 
and in the midſt of that tumult, obſerve 
the ſilence, peace, and meekneſs of Jeſus, 
who hears all, ſees all, and ſuffers all with- 
out complaint, or giving any mark of im- 
patience. | O God of my ſoul ! how can I 
fee what I fee, and hear what I hear? 
What! thou art treated as a mock king, 
O ſovereign maſter of heaven and earth 
thou art regarded as a perfidious perſon, O 
thou faithful friend of our ſouls ! Thou 
paſſeſt for the chief of thieves, O liberal 
ſource of all good things! and the author 
ef lite is judged worthy of death. 
I am 
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which cauſe thee fo much ſorrow; the ha- 


Contemplation on XLI. ſuffering. 181 
| I am, O my God! what thou art ac- 


| cuſed of being; and I have the baſeneſs to 
deſire to live. Thou dieſt, and I am ſtill 
e 


O inflexible ohdargcy of my heart ! how 


can I refiſt that tenderneſs ? Shall my mi- 


ſery never yield to ſo great a mercy ? and 
ſhall my coldneſs always ſtand out againft 
that immenſe charity ? The guilty lives, 


and the innocent dies; and the maſter loſes 


his- life, in order to preſerve that of his 


ſlave. 


V. Diſcover to me the bottom of thy 


heart, O ſweet Jeſus! let me fee what th 
ſentiments were, when thou hearedſt that 


cruel ſentence pronounced againſt thee ? 
Make my ſoul feel with what mildneſs, 
peace, and charity thou didſt abandon thy- 
ſelf to the power of thoſe who required thy 


death, and to whom it was alſo much 


more neceſſary than they imagined. O di- 
vine love, O pure love! why doſt thou 
not conſume me with thy flames? Why 


doſt thou not ſubje& me entirely to him 
who ſacrifices himſelf for me? 


1 adore thee, O infinite love! O im- 


ente liberality ! I adore thee, O heart of 
Jeſus! principle of my life, ſource of m 


ſalvation, treaſure of all the goods which 
I poſſeſs and expect! Give me light to 


know thee, charity to love thee, ſubmiſſion 


to obey thee ; a deteſtation of my ſins, 


tred 
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tred of . myſelf, who am ſo contrary to 


thee ;, and grace to have from hencetorth {| 


no other thought or defire but of pleaſing 


thee; ſince thou art my glory, my ſove- 


reign good, and the center of my repoſe. 
: I. * alas, O Lord | what is Pilates 
weakneſs ? Againſt his conſcience, againſt 
his own knowledge, and againſt. the advice 
of his wife, who had been tormented. in 
the night on thy, account; he judged that 
their petition ſhould be granted, And be 
releaſed to them him, who upon the ac- 
count of murther and ſedition, had been 
committed to priſon, for | wham they peti- 
tioned ; but delivered Jeſus up to their will ! 
thus it is that in regard of thee, O my 
God ! no order js oblerved, their, perverſe 
will takes place of reaſon, and hatred, that 
of juſtice z, and, without being guilty thou 
art, delivered up, to. the dHergtion of thy 
enemies. 
Ihere is no pA Fo difarder i in che world, 
than when all depends on the will of a 
ſingle man, and when that will happens to 
be irregular. Thine alone, O my God ! 
is capable of maintaining that abſolute em- 
win without injuſtice ; becauſe it is always 


ly, wile, full of reaſon and equity. And 


nevertheleſs what paſſes for the greateſt 
diſorder in the univerſe, and for the caute 
of a multitude of eyils, - is made uſe of 


for Mrs thee, and bor, depriving thee 
of 
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of a life, which is the moſt precious trea- 
ſure under the heavens. 

What ought my confuſion here to be? 
and what can I ſay before thee, O Lord ! 
in behglding that thou art delivered up for 
me to the unjuſt and cruel will of thy ene- 
mies, and that I refuſe to reſign myſelf to 
thine? In order to condema thee to death, 
it is ſufficient that thy enemies require it; 
and to make me acquieſce to the troubles 
which befal me, it is not ſufficient that 
thou willeſt it. Thoſe Fews are blind and 
wicked, and thou giveſt thyſelf up to their 
will. Thy will is the rule of all righte- 
ouſneſs, and I make a difficulty of ſubmit- 
ting myſelf thereto. O blindneſs of mind, 
O hardneſs of heart! 

For what canſt thou ordain concerning 
me, O Lord] but what's for thy glory 
and my good ? Thou converteſt into eter- 
nal ſweetneſs the croſſes I here endure for 
thee, and all. my labours into a repoſe 
which nothing can diſturb. The injuries 
that are done me, ſerve only by thy mercy 
to augment my juſtice. , My. evils are 
changed into goods; my temptations and 
deſolations tend to a moſt ſweet commerce 
with thee; death itſelf is no longer any 
thing to me but a paſſage to a happy life: 
yet I complain, I fly from thee, and am 
not content with that admirable order which 
thou haſt eſtabliſhed with ſo much wiſdom 
: 1 Sdneſs, what advantage ſoever I find 


thercin. 
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therein. O earthly heart! wt extreme in- 


oratitude | 


Change, O my God! this moment this 
diſpoſition of my heart, ſo pernicious to 


me, and ſo unworthy of thee. I reſign 
myſelf entirely to thy will ; and in order to 


comfort myſelf in all che troubles that be- 


fal me, I deſire no other reaſon than to 


know that thou haſt ordained it. There 


it is that I fix and crucify myſelf; that 


thy will may be done, and not mine, now 
and for ever, in life and death, in time and 


eternity. Amen. 


0 CO c 0e 


XLII. SUFFERING of CHRIST. 
* carries his croſs. 


F T E R ſentence of death was pro- 
nounced againſt our Saviour, the 
Fetus thought of nothing more than to have 
rt ſpeedily put in execution, that Pilate 
might not have time to reflect thereon, 


Eb a to revoke it. Thoſe children of dark- 


neſs imitated the conduct of the devil, 
their father: for as he knows by his own 
— . 20 what it is to offend God, and 

rſuaded that men would fly from fin 


more than from death, if they knew the 
uglineſs 
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- velineſs thereof; he conceals from them 


the frightfulneſs of fin, ſhewing them only 
the falle ſweetneſs that is found therein; 
and ſtuns them by the tumult and confu- 


ſion of worldly affairs, leſt they ſhould 


give attention to the miſeries in which they 
are engaged. Thus it is that the Jews, af- 
ter having brought Pilate into their opi- 
nion, by their outcries and menaces, gave 
him no leiſure to diſcover his fault, and 
repent thereof. 

They had already per the croſs, 
and had brought it immediately to Pilate's 
houſe, that our Saviour might alſo have 
the pain and confuſion of carrying it up- 


on his ſhoulders to the place o puniſh- 


ment. They placed ſoldiers in divers 
places, to prevent the people from at- 
tempting his delivery ; and forgot nothing 
that might accelerate or ſecure the execu- 
tion of their deſign, whilſt Chriſt accom- 
pliſhing the prediction of Jaiab, ſuffered 
bimſel to be led to the flaughter as a lamb, 
Lact opening his mouth to complain. (Ifai. 
1 -) 

it. 7 But that he 10 not be taken for 
another, and might be known by all, they 
ſtripped him of that old purple cloak 


wWherewith they had covered him, and Put 


him on again his own garment. As it 
was without ſeam, and not open before, 
they were obliged to put it over his head; 


which could n not be done without difficulty, | 


becauſe 
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becauſe it was entangled by. the thorns ; 


the crown of which was roughly moved, 
the pain of its ſharp points renewed, and 


the blood began to trickle down afreſh. 


Chriſt wiſhed no leſs than the Jews, that 
he might be ſeen loaded with his croſs ; 
deſiring as well as they that he might be 
known. in that ſtate ; that after having de- 
clared to us, that if we would be his diſci- 
ples, we muſt bear our croſs and follow 
him, none might be miſtaken therein, nor 
excule themſelves on account of their ig- 
norance, after having ſeen our Saviour 
himſelf at mid-day in his own cloaths, in 
the ſight of all the people, carry his croſs 
thorough the moſt public ſtreets of Feruſa- 


lem, from Pilate's houſe to Calvary. He 


was not aſhamed of thoſe reproaches, be- 
cauſe his love rendered them precious to 
him; and he was pleaſed to ſuffer before 
all What he ſuffered for all. 7 
People reckon it an honour in the world 
to have a ſucceſſion of illuſtrious anceſtors : 
they recount. the great employments they 
have had, the noble actions they have 
done, the blows they have received, and 
the wounds, wherewith they have been dil- 


_ Ggured, for the ſervice of their prince or 


country; becauſe they regard thoſe ble- 


| Miſhes as proofs of their valour and fide- 


lity 3 and eſteem them without compariſon, 
more glorious. and advantageous than all 
the: any, and advantages of the body. 


Thus 
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Thus Chriſt, who had declared to us in 
the goſpel, that he will acknowledge none 
for his diſciples but crucified men, has 
made ſuch account of his own croſs, that 
he would not take any other garment than 
his own to carry it in, for fear it ſhould be 
| thought that he was aſhamed of it; and to 
ſhew us at the ſame time the way which 
leads to true glory. | 
III. When all things were ready, our 
Saviour came out of Pilate's houſe, in the 
' midſt of a double rank of ſoldiers, that 
| kept off the crowd; and at his coming 
out he found the croſs which was appoint- 
ed for him. This was the moſt infamous 
of all puniſhments : for being condemned 
| thereto, it was neceſſary one ſhould be a 
ſlave, or convicted of ſome moſt ſhameful 
crime; and he that was faſtened thereto, 
| was looked upon as the * of the pub- 
lic malediction. But the ſon of God, who 
| was ſoon to conſecrate the croſs by carry- 
ing it on his ſhoulders, and ſprinkling it 
| with his blood, began then to render it 
| venerable, and to acquire it that glory 
which it now has on earth, and will eter- 
nally have in heaven, which is ſince be- 
come the abode and true country of cruci- 
fied men. 3 Ons 
As Chriſt earneſtly deſired to unite at 
laſt under that ſtandard all his elect, who 
were to attain unto glory only by the croſs ; 
he viewed it with joy, embraced it with 
| | tenderneſs, 
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tenderneſs, and was not frightned by its 
bulk, altho' it was about fifteen feet long. 
He did not excuſe himſelf on account of 
his little ſtrength, already exhauſted by the 
blood he had abundantly ſpilt. 

He conſidered his croſs as a wel- beloved 
ſpouſe, as the refuge of his friends, as the 
ſtar which was to conduct his elect amidſt 
the rocks of this world, as the trophy of 
his glory, and the eternal monument of 
his infinite love : he united himſelf to it, 
and they both became, as one may ſay, one 
and the ſame thing, not by the union of 
fleſh as Adam and Eve, for producing chil- 
dren of wrath; but by a moſt fpiritual 
union, for begetting children of grace. 
He faſtened himſelf to it then, never to be 
ſeparated from it but by death; he ho- 
noured it, and ſanctified it in ſuch a man- 
ner, that it is become, by the dignity to 
which our Saviour exalted it, the ſource of 
our hopes, and the object of our vene- 
. 

IV. It was in theſe ſentiments of eſteem 


and love for the croſs, that he ſuffered it to 


be laid upon his ſhoulders, and that he 
thus walked before us, as the head and 
model of the predeſtinate. And becauſe 
there was no perſon, either in heaven, or 
on earth, of a more exalted dignity, and 
of greater merit, to whom he deſigned 
more good, or that had done more for him, 
than the moſt bleſſed virgin his mother, ſo 
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he gave her the firſt rank under that ſtand- 
ard. She followed him thorough the 
ſtreets of Jeruſalem; and whilſt he carried 
that heavy croſs upon his ſhouJders, ſhe 
carried one in her heart, more painful than 
all thoſe which the juſt have borne ſince 
the creation of the world, in order to 
teach all men, | | 

Firſtly : that it is a favour and diſtinc- 
tion to carry the croſs after Chriſt. 

Secondly : how remote he, who 1s with- 
out croſſes, ought to think himſelf from 
thoſe two models of perfection. 

Thirdly: what the blindneſs of man is, 
who neither deſires, nor even comprehends 
that happineſs, All theſe things deſerve to be 
ſtrictly examined and conſidered at leiſure ; 
becauſe they are as ſo many plentiful veins, 
from whence the faithful ſoul draws thoſe 
infinite treaſures of light, conſolation, love, 
tortitude, and conſtancy, which our Savi- 
our has acquired us by his blood, and 
which are open to every one. 

But all the glory which he communica- 
ted to the croſs, diminiſhed not the pain 
nor ignominy which he ſuffered in carrying 
It. . He had a lively feeling of its weight 
both within and without; and was ſtill 
more oppreſt by that of our fins, than by 
that of the croſs, For he was at the ſame 
time charged with our neceſſities, obliga- 
tions, and reconciliation, - which he interi- 
orly treated about with his father. 
He 
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He walked in that condition towards 
mount Calvary, preceded by a herald, and 
two thieves that were to be crucified with 
him, ſurrounded with ſoldiers who conti- 
nually ill-treated him; and followed by the 
prieſts, the doctors of the law, the Phari- 
ſees, and the chief of the Fews, who led 
him themſelves, and never quitted him, 
till after ſeeing him expire. 

VI. In the mean time Chriſt recollected 
the little ſtrength he had remaining, that 
he might be able to carry unto the place 
of puniſhment, the burthen wherewith he 
was loaded. He ſweat, he loſt breath, 
and all his wounds burſt open again, by 
the great endeavours he uſed. In fine, 


when he was gone out of the city, being 


no longer able, he yielded under the croſs, 
and fell with his face on the ground. The 
ſoldiers who conducted him, loaded him 
with ſtrokes, and faid a thouſand injurious 
things to him, to oblige him to get up 
again; but the Jews ſeeing he had not 
ſtrength for it, and fearing he might hap- 
pen to die before he was crucified, forced 
a man of Cyrene, called Simon, who was 
returning from the country, to help him 
to carry his croſs unto Calvary. | 
There are ſome pious perſons, who in 
meditating on this myſtery, envy Simon of 
Cyrene the happineſs of having carried our 
Saviour's croſs. I blame not this ſenti- 


ment; but I can ſay that they would ren- 
der 
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der themſelves much more agreeable to 
our Lord, by carrying their own croſs 
with love, and a ſincere deſire of imitating 
him, than by wiſhing to have carried his. 
That Simon was but an imperfect figure of 
thoſe who carry their croſs after Chriſt; 
and if that charitable maſter vouchſafed af- 
terwards to receive Alexander and Rufus in- 
to the number of his diſciples, both Si- 
mon's ſons, to recompenſe their father for 
the trouble he had taken againſt his will ; 
what will he not do for thoſe that ſhall re- 
ceive the croſs with ſubmiſſion, embrace it 
with love, and carry it with perſeverance ? 
VII. There were alſo ſome devout wo- 
men, who touched with compaſſion in ſee- 
ing him ſuffer, and with ſorrow in ſeeing 
themſetves deprived of his divine inſtructi- 
| ons, followed him quite bathed in tears. 
Hut having at laſt made their way to him, 
that they might hear his laſt words, he 
turned towards them, and ſaid, for com- 
forting them: daughters of Jeruſalem, weep 


not over me, but weep over yourſelves, and 


| over your children. 
He thereby foretold them the misfor- 
tunes, which ſo unjuft and fo cruel a death 
| was to bring upon the Fewws : for behold the 
days ſhall come, adds he, in which it ſhall be 
aid: happy they that are barren, and the 
| wombs that bare not, and the breaſts that have 
| not given ſuck. Then fhall they begin to ſay to 
the mountains, fall upon us and to the bills, 


cover © 
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cover us. For if they do theſe things in the | 


green wood, that is, in me who am the tree 
of life, who have preſerved all the freſh- 
neſs of innocence and virtue, and who 


bear nothing but fruits of grace and im- 


mortality, what will be done in the dry, 
which is barren, without grace and beauty, 
and which ſo much care and labour could 
not make to produce any fruit? What 


| ſhall there happen to the Jews, who, far 
from profiting by the blood which I have 


ſhed for their ſalvation, require the revenge 
thereof to fall upon them and upon their 
children? (Luke xxXili. 28.) 

Our Saviour then thought, with an ex- 
treme ſorrow, on all thoſe who, obſtinate 
in ſin, neglect the remedy of his ſufferings. 
And for that reaſon he exhorts thoſe wo- 
men, to weep rather over themſelves, and 
over their children, than over him ; that 
they might obtain by their tears, ior the 
one and the others, the grace of profiting 
by his death. 

Where is the man, who in ſo ſorrowſul 
a ſtate, could have A on other things 
beſides his own forrows ? Notwithſtanding 
our Saviour is more taken up with our 
evils than his own, and ſeems to forget 
his torments, in order to think on our 
remedy. 

Thus it was, that on the very day of 
of his triumph, when he was going to 77. 


ruſalem, amidſt the applauſes of the Whole 
people, 
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people, he wept ſo bitterly over that un- 
happy city, foreſeeing the miſeries which 
the blindneſs of its inhabitants were to draw 
upon it, who were ignorant of the time of 
their viſitation, and of the grace which 
was offered them. We were alſo preſent 
to his mind; and our neceſſities took up 
his thoughts and love in ſuch a manner, 
that as he clearly ſaw the depth of our 
wounds, ſo his pains were nothing to him 
in compariſon of our mi ſeries. 

VIII. This would be a proper place- to 
ſpeak of the croſs, and of the happineſs of 
thoſe who bear it; but our Saviour's ex- 
ample inſtructs us much better therein than 
any words can do. I ſhall therefore only 
ſay, that the greateſt grace which God. 
grants to a chriſtian in this life, is to give 
him the reliſh and wiſdom of the croſs, 
and to make him live and die upon rhe 
croſs. 7 

I know this truth is ſublime, and that 
it cannot be comprehended in its whole ex- 
tent, without a particular aſſiſtance of the 
divine light; but the means of obtaining 
that light, is to conſider with a lively faith, 
that Chriſt made choice of that kind of 


death; that he himſelf carried his croſs 
upon his ſhoulders, which was till then 
unheard of; that he embraced it with love; 
that yielding under its weight, he muſtered 
up what ſtrength he had remaining, in order 


to ſupport it to the laſt; that if he conſented 
Vor. III. J for 
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for another to relieve him, it was that he 
might breathe a moment, and not die 
before he was faſtened to it; that being 
ſolicited to come down from thence, he 
_ would expire upon it; and that he left 
it at laſt to his elect, as a precious in- 
heritance. 1 

Hence it is that crucified men, who 
are the moſt lively images of Jeſus dying 
on the croſs, are alſo the moſt agreeable 
to God. Which makes me ſay once 
more, that he who has not the ſentiment 
of this ſo pure a truth in his heart, who 
is not interiorly perſuaded that the great- 
eſt benefit which a ſoul can receive from 
the hand of God, is to be judged wor- 
thy of the reproaches of the croſs ; and 
that this favour is preferable to all the 
extraordinary gifts of the ſaints and con- 
templative perſons; that ſuch an one, I 
ſay, ought to look upon himſelf as blind, 
and to beg this admirable light continu- 
ally of God. And if he is ſo happy as 
to obtain it, let him preſerve a humble 
acknowledgment thereof all his life, con- 
fider it as an ineſtimable treaſure, and 
embrace the tribulation as the ſecureſt 
pledge of eternal bleſſings. 


0G, 
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Interior diſpoſitions of JES US, 
In regard of his croſs. 


OM E out of Pilate's houſe, O divine 
A Jeſus! my king, my head, and my 
love! Appear without; thou art going to 
find the croſs, which thou haſt ſo long de- 
fired : conſecrate it, ſanctify it, that it may 
be the refuge and glory of thy elect. 

As ſoon as it appeared, our Saviour fa- 
ſtened his eyes and heart upon it, and ſaid 
to it, not by his words, but by his ſenti- 
ments, O amiable croſs after which I have 
ſighed my whole lite! thou art the ſpouſe 
that was promiſed to me; and it was for 
obtaining thee that I have ſerved thirty- 


three years. Thor art the diſpenſatrix of 


my goods, the trophy of my victories, and 
the glory and crown of my love. Now is 
the day on which we ſhall be intimately 


united, and whereon I ſhall become one 


and the ſame thing with thee; I ſhall eſteem 
him that ſhall eſteem thee ; and ſhall think 
myſelf deſpiſed by every one that ſhall have 
thee in contempt. 

II. Thou ſhalt be the glory of my ſer- 
vants. He that glories in thee, ſhall be 
honoured ; and he that is aſhamed of thee, 
ſhall fall into infamy. Thou ſhalt receive me 
this day into thy arms, I ſhall ſprinkle thee 
with my blood, and thou ſhalt become the 
mother of all nations. Thou ſhalt be enno- 
: I 2 "bled 
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bled by me, and I ſhall be known by thee. 
Come then, O my faithful companion !- 
that I may embrace thee with all the ten- 
derneſs of my heart, and lay thee upon my 

ſhoulders. Let us go together to Calvary, 
Where I am to ſuffer death ; that that place 


may become a ſource of life. Death which | 


ſhall ſnatch my body from thy arms, ſhall 
not deprive thee of my heart ; we will live 
and reign together for all eternity. Thou 
ſhalt form and train up a great number of 
children, which we ſhall aſſemble trom all 
parts of the world. Thou ſhalt be the ter- 
ror of hell, and the joy of heaven. Thoſe 
that ſhall ſeek me, and be willing to follow 
me, ſhall take thee for their guide ; and ſhall 
obtain by thee whatever they ſhall deſire of 
me. | 


—_— 


— —_ r 


Interior diſpoſitions of Man, 
At the fight of the creſs. 


Reverence thee, O precious croſs ! con- 

ſecrated by the embraces, and the blood 
ot Jeſus my Lord and my king. I regard 
| thee as the ſtandard of his armies, as the 
watch-tower of his elect, as the defence of 
his ſervants, and as the characteriſtic of his 
children. I reverence thee, O hidden wil- 
dom |! O light unknown to the world! the 
honour of thoſe that follow thee, the ſafety 
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of thoſe that bear thee, the crown of thoſe 


that embrace thee, the recompence of thoſe 


that love thee, and the ſalvation of thoſe that 
throw themſelves into thy arms. To die 
in thee, is to live; and to live in thee, is 


to reign. He that loves thee is content; he 


that deſires theeis at eaſe; and he that poſ- 
ſeſſes thee is rich. I reverence thee, O tree 
of life! whoſe fruit is the ſolid food of 
God's children. I reverence thee, O ſcale 
always equal! in which alone is known 
the juſt worth, and the true value of all 
things. 

II. Thou art the lively i image of the di- 
vine love, and the faithfulleſt mirror of an 
unbounded goodneſs; thy height reaches 
into the heavens; thy foot penetrates to 
the center of the world, to the bottom of 
hearts, and to the very depth of hell; thy 
arms are extended to all parts of the uni- 
verſe; thou uniteſt all nations around thee, 
covereſt all men with thy ſhadow, and art 
always ready to receive and protect them. 
Thou feareſt neither winds, ſtorms, ſword, 


nor fire; and thou deſireſt nothing but our 


hearts. The inſcription thou beareſt is a 


title of glory and royalty. Wholly burn- 


ing with the love of him who conſummates 
his ſacrifice on thee, thou communicateſt 
the ſame fire to all thoſe that love thee, de- 

ſire thee, and ſeek thee. 
III. In thee is found ſalvation and life, 
victory over hell, the delights of heaven, 
„ the 
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the ſtrength of the heart, the joy of the 
mind, the perfection of virtue, and the aſ- 
ſurance of eternal bleſſings. Thou bring- 
eſt back thoſe who were gone aſtray, en- 
lighteneſt the blind, inſtructeſt the igno- 
rant, and teacheſt them the ſcience of the 
ſaints. By thee ſinners return into grace, 
the wiſdom of the world is confounded, 
pride humbled, and humility crowned, 
Thou haſt confirmed the apoſtles, conſe- 
crated the martyrs, ſupported the virgins, 
and ſanctified all the juſt. Thou rejoiceſt 
the angels, defendeſt the church, filleſt 
heaven, and at the dreadful day of the laſt 
judgment, thou ſhalt appear with Chriſt, 
for the glory of his elect, and the eternal 
confuſion of his enemies. | 
IV. I embrace thee, O ſacred crols ! 
conſecrated by the ſweat and blood of my 
Saviour. For the future, thou ſhalt be my 
refuge, my light, my knowledge, and all 
my wiſdom. Abandon me not, never de- 
part from me, although my fleſh fears thee, 
and flies from thee. I am content it ſhould 
feel thee, ſince it is naturally weak and 
ſenſible, provided it always bears thee. 
Since the pains thou giveſt me are for 
my falvation ; ſince my life is to die on 
thee, may I ſpend no moment thereof 
without thee. Faſten me therefore to thè 
croſs with thee, O my ſweet Jeſus! and 
let there be nothing in me but what 1s fa- 


ſtened thereto. Let thy fear faſten my 
| ” fleſh 
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Interior diſpoſitions of man. 199 
fleſh to it; let thy death faſten my heart to 


it; and let my mind, illuminated with thy 


admirable light, penetrate the depth of 
the myſteries, and of the wiſdom of the 
croſs. 

V. What have I fought, what have J 
found, O divine croſs! when I fled from 
thee ? whatever endeavours I uſe to ſhun 
thee, I find thee always againſt my will; 
becauſe J live in a place of baniſhment, and 
in a valley of tears. By avoiding thee on 
one ſide, I fall on the other into infinite 
other troubles, which grieve, diſquiet, and 
diſturb me; which diſcourage me, opprets 
me, and leave me no hope. If I leave thee, 
to ſeek the pleaſures of the world, I loſe. 
my peace of heart, interior conſolation, 
and- celeſtial wiſdom. The world divides 
me, tears me to pieces, and drags me after 
it. If I fly from thee, to follow the incli- 
nations of the fleſh, I find myſelf 1 in a con- 
tinual inconſtancy and agitation, If I a- 
bandon thee to run after vanity, T remain 
empty, always deſiring, * and never con- 
one. 

Notwithſtanding the goods on hind I 
depend, eſcape from me every moment : 
ſometimes I loſe health, ſometimes honour, 
then riches, and friends at laſt, What I 
wiſh for never happens, or if it ſometimes 
does, 1t 1s but of ſhort duration, We can- 
not rely at all on our life, and death 1s ac- 


companied with fears and torments; be- 
14 | cauſe 
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cauſe every thing that ſurrounds us, ſtains 
our conſcience; at every ſtep we find a 
thouſand diſpleaſures; and there often re- 
mains to us, from fo many unprofitable 
cares, nothing but bitter tears, a ſorrow with- 
out conſolation, and an irrecoverable ruin, 
Behold the danger in which I have been, 
O holy cro!s ! for having fled, when thou 
preſentedſt thyſelf to me, and for not hav- 
ing embraced thee with my whole heart. 
VI. Nevertheleſs, beſides thy preparing 
an eternal crown for thoſe whom thou de- 
taineſt in ſuffering, in ſadneſs, abjection, 
and reſignation ; thou purifieſt their heart, 
pacifieſt their conſcience, ſanctifieſt their 
ſoul, enlighteneſt their mind, fortifieſt their 
ee, confirmeſt their faith, ſecureſt 
their hope, and perfecteſt their charity. 
When they ſeem dejected, they are ſup- 
ported, comforted, enriched and honoured 
by the very burthen which oppreſſes them. 
By depriving them of earthly goods, 
thou giveſt them heavenly ones; by be- 
Teaving them of the friendſhip of men, 
thou flleſt them with divine love; by rob- 
bing them of the honours of this world, 
thou makeſt them children of God ; by 
covering them with reproaches, thou crown- 
eſt them with glory ; by abandoning them 
interiorly, thou communicateſt a ſecret and 
divine power to them; and by ſeparating 


them exteriorly from all creatures, thou 
uniteſt 
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Interior diſpoſitions of man 201 
uniteſt them to God in an ineffable man- 


ner. | 
Thou ſetteſt thoſe free whom thou bind- 
eſt ; by loading them with thy chains, thou 


diſchargeſt them from thoſe of fin; and 


the more rigorous thou ſeemeſt, the ſweeter 
thou art to him who loves thee. Happy 
is the foul that is never ſeparated. from 


thee, and that penetrates the depth of thoſe 


truths which are hidden in thee. 
VII. Thou wouldſt have the children of 
God be unknown to the world, deſpiſed, 
proſcribed, and perſecuted. Thou wouldſt 
have their lives be ſpent in tears, poverty, 
and miſery, without favour, conkacration, 
or ſupport; and that they ſhould be under 
the feet of all men; and thy greateſt ſeve- 
rities, in regard of them, are the tendereſt 
marks of thy love. Among all theſe ri- 
gours, thou makeſt them content, rich, 
and happy; they cannot live without thee, 
they die as ſoon as they abandon thee, and 
the love they bear thee, makes them abhor 
every thing the world loves. 
Their greateſt deſire is, to ſee themſelves. 
diſpoſſeſſed of all things. Earthly goods 
are to them an inſupportable burthen. To 
embrace thee, and ſuffer on thee, is their 
ſolideſt confolation. After having been in 
this life their faithful companion, thou wilt 
preſent thyſelf to them, on that terrible day 
of judgment, to honour, defend, comfort, 


and glorify them, and. to confound their 
2 | perſe- 
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perſecutors. O holy ' croſs ! light of hea- 
ven, ſure refuge of the afflicted, receive 
me into thy arms; and may I be united by 
thee to him who redeemed me on thee. 


— — h . — ——— 
— 


CONTEMPLATION 
On Chriſt carrying his croſs. 


S it poſſible, O Lord! that thou ſhouldſt 
not defend thyſelf from carrying ſo hea- 
vy a croſs; being ſo exhauſted. as thou art, 
by the blood which thou haſt already loſt, 
by the torments thou haſt ſuffered, and 
by the wounds wherewith thou waſt man- 
gled ? Thou knoweſt that this burthen is 
above thy ſtrength, and thou ſubmitteſt 
thereto without reſiſtance, O God of good- 
nels! nothing ſeems impoſſible to thy 
love. | 
The cries of the people, the cruelty of 
thy tormentors, the rage of the Phari/ces, 
the affronts, the injurious words, the inſults, 
and all thy evils are renewed ; thy ſtrength 
fails thee, thy wounds break open, ſweat min- 
gled with blood begins again to trickle down 
from all parts; and thou reneweſt thy love, 
thy obedience, and thy defire of ſuffering 
for me. May all creatures bleſs thee, glo- 
rity thee, adore thee, and love.thee. Thou 
beareſt, O my Saviour! upon that crols all 
| the 
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Contemplation on XLII. ſuffering. 203 
the ſins of the world; that is what renders 
thy burthen ſo weighty. _ | 
II. Whilſt thou walkeſt on earth, 
thy ſighs penetrate the heavens. Thou 
ſofteneſt, by the motions of thy heart, that 
of the eternal father in favour of poor ſin- 
ners; and openeſt them a way to glory, 
which had been unknown in the world till 
then. Thou Keepeſt a ſtrict ſilence; but 
that ſilence is underſtood at a great diſtance, 
and invites all men to follow thee. There 
it chiefly is, that thou appeareſt the head 
and leader of all the juſt, and declareſt war 
againſt the devil, the world, the fleſh, and 
ſin. There it is thou diſcovereſt the ſecrets 
of thy love, and confirmeſt, by thy exam- 
ple, what thou haft ſo often taught us by 
thy words: that be who takes not up his croſs, 
and follows thee, is not worthy of thee (Matt. 
£7285. 
Thou tookeft thy cloaths again, gaveſt 
back the white: garment which Herod had 
given thee, and the purple cloak wherewith 
they had covered thee in Pilate's houſe, that 
all might know thee under the croſs which 
thou carrieſt. Thereby thou deſtroyeſt all 
the vain excuſes of fleſh and blood; there- 
by thou ſanctifieſt the tears, labours, and 
all the ſufferings of thy ſervants. Thou 
enlighteneſt the minds, warmeſt the hearts, 
expoſeſt the illuſions of the world, deſtroy- 
eſt its maxims, explaineſt thy own, eſta- 
bliſheſt thy truths, charmeſt ſouls, and al- 
loclateſt 
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ſociateſt to the happineſs of thy croſs, all 
thoſe who are afflicted, abandoned, and per- 
ſecuted for thy love. 

III. O Jeſus! my Lord and my king, 
my hope, my wiſdom, my true liſe, and 
my ſovereign good] permit me not to be 
excluded from that ſociety, where thy bleſ- 
ſed mother, next to thee, holds the firſt 
rank, and wherein all thy faithful friends 
have been received. For, alas! what ſhall 
become of me, if I enter not therein? And 
whither will the road I follow lead me, it 1 
follow not that of the croſs? Lead me along 
with thee, O Lord! or draw me aſter thee, 
that I may never loſe ſight either of thee or 
of thy croſs. I deſire to follow and imitate 
thee ; and I chule rather to be crucified with 
thee, than to enjoy all the pleaſures of the 
world without thee, 

I offer thee my body and ſoul, my heart 
and my mind. I reſign myſelf entirelyto thee ; 
and all that I beg, is to ſhare with thee in 
thy croſſes and ſufferings. Permit me not 
to have any other views or ſentiments, nor 
ever to ſhun the croſs which thou ſhalt 
give me, how heavy and ſevere ſoever it 
be. The croſs has at all times been the por- 
tion of thy elect : thoſe that have loved thee 
moſt, have been the moſt tormented. How 
then, wretched that I am, can I pleaſe thee, 
and be of the number of thy ſervants, if I 
follow not the croſs, which is the ſtandard 

about 
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about which thou aſſembleſt all thoſe that are 
thine ! os 

IV. If aſter having loved thee with my 
whole heart, for many millions of years, 
and having ſpent ſo long a life in thy ſer- 
vice, I ſhould ſee rhee come to labour only 
one hour with me, in order to comſort me; 
ſhould I not be too well recompenſed, by 
that favour, for all that I ſhall have ſuffer- 
ed? Now therefore, O my God!] that I ſee 
thee oppreſs'd with pains, covered with 
blood and wounds, laden with a heavy croſs, 
to become my head and guide. to invite me 
to follow thee, by a much pleaſanter way 
than that in which thou walkeſt; why am I 
not inflamed with a deſire of ſuffering for 
> thee? How can I find any thing too ſevere ? 
Why do not I reckon all the moments as loſt 
which I ſpend without ſuffering for thee ? 

My fleſh, ever weak, ſighs under the 
croſs, and endeavours to diſcharge itſelf 
thereof; but cannot the ſpirit of ſufferings, 
which thou haſt merited for me by thine, 
O my Saviour! change this infirmity into 
courage, and this averſion into love? When 
{ ſhall I ſee myſelf afflicted with thee, O thou 
moſt afflicted of all men! When ſhall I be 
reduced for thee into that condition into 
which I ſee thee reduced for me, O thou 
true friend of my ſoul! When ſhall I take 
delight in the croſs? When ſhall I place 
all my happineſs and conſolation in ſuffer- 
ing much for thee ? | 
: V. Thou 
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V. Thou knoweſt, O thou only remedy 
of my evils | how much more ſafely I walk, 
how much nearer I am to thee, more inno- 
cent, and more faithful to thee, when the 
croſs oppreſſes me, than when it forſakes 
me. Thus, though the fleſh complains, 
have no regard to its complaints, O Lord! 
and ſpare it not. Afflict me, crucify me, 
only ſupport my weakneſs, that J may be 
able to bear the croſſes, with which thy pa- 


ternal hand ſhall load me, and thar I may 


never wiſh to be delivered from thence. 

Thou, who numbereſt my ſteps, and ob- 
ſerveſt all my ways, O eternal wiſdom 
knoweſt how far I go aſtray, when I walk 

in another road. I take evil for good, 
falſhood for truth, the motions of nature 
for thoſe of grace. I approve what I ought 
to condemn ; and eſteem what I ought to 
deſpiſe. I have a heart diſſipated, diftract- 
ed, divided, 'wholly poſſeſſed with the 
world and myſelf, and what I ought not 
to ſay without melting in tears, always re- 
mote from thee. I loſe thee, O my only 
and ſovereign good! and am inſenſible of 
my loſs ; I offend thee, and am unconcern- 
ed. I bluſh to appear ſuch as I am, and 


am aſhamed to paſs for one of thy ſervants; 


becauſe I am an enemy to thy croſs. 

VI. What ſhall I ſay, O my Jeſus! 1 
caſt myſelf at thy feet. Thou ſeeſt the 
depth of my miſery, and to what lengths J 


am capable of running, when I am not re- L 
{trained [Rf 
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ſtrained by the bridle of tribulation and 


the croſs. What I then do, is exactly what 


puts thee into the condition wherein I ſee 


thee, This is what thou now expiateſt ; 
this is what afflicts and oppreſſes thee. How 
is it poſſible, O God of my ſoul! that T 
can live peaceably with fin which deprives 
thee of life? Take away my life, O Lord! 


this moment, that I may offend thee no 


no more; or lay thy croſs upon me, as a 
ſovereign preſervative againſt ſin. If thou 
layeſt thy croſs upon me, thou wilt give 
me ſtrength and courage to bear it; thou 
wilt enlighten my mind, warm my heart, 
and make in my ſoul thoſe happy changes, 
which are the wonderful effects of thy 
race. | 


I therefore this day renounce all human 


conſolation, and I conlent, it thy glory 


requires it, that all things be turned into 
bitterneſs on my account ; that my friends, 
parents, and every thing wherein I took 
pleaſure in the world, may become my croſs; 
in order that I may have no other friend, 
no other father, and no other conſolation 
but thee. How happy ſhall I be, if I can 
ever attain to this! How rich ſhall I be, 
when I ſhall have nothing but thee, O my 
God! If all men abandon me, if I become 


” the reproach of men and outcaſt of the people, 


if I am crucified to the world, Then it will 


| be that I ſhall be able to ſay with truth, 


thou art my only love, my only joy, my 
only 
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only father, and my only happineſs, (P/al. 
XX1. 7. Gal. vi. 14.) | 
VII. Whither goeſt thou, O life of my 
© ſoul! doſt thou not hear the voice of him 
that cries after thee, and cannot folluw thee 
but at a diſtance ? Wilt thou aſcend, with- 
out me, unto Calvary ? Give me thy croſs 
to carry. Since thou vouchſateſt to pals 
for the chief of malefactors, I am very 
proper to augment their number, and to 
enlarge thy retinue. Thou ſhalt have three 
inſtead of two, and ſhalt ſave three inſtead 
of one. If they will not put me to death 
with thee, I will remain faſtened to thy 
croſs; and if I die not there by the cruelty 
of the Fes, I ſhall die there by the vio- 
Jence of my love. Imprint in my heart, 
O divine Jeſus! that ſentiment of one of 
the lovers of thy crois, who was wont to 
ſay, that if after having ſerved thee faith- 
fully for the ſpace of a hundred years, thou 
ſhouldſt grant him the grace of ſuffering 
only one hour for thy love, he would think 
all his ſervices too well rewarded. A truth | 
little known, but moſt certain! | 
For my part, O Lord! who deſerve no- 
thing, and am an unprofitable ſervant, I 
beg of thy infinite goodneſs the grace not 
to ſpend any hour of my life, without ſome 
croſs {uffered for thy love; becauſe I know 
it is what pleaſes thee, what is convenient 
for me, what deſtroys in me every thing 


that is contrary to thee ; and that thou doit 
| not 


1 TE 
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not refuſe thoſe whom thy love crucifies, 
the ſtrength they have need of for bearing 
their crols. Arm me therefore, O Lord ! 
and crucify me as much as thou pleaſeſt. 

VIII. Happy Cyrenean, who art judged 
worthy of carrying our Saviour's croſs, and 
of relieving him in a labour which op- 
preſſes him ! thou obtaineſt without beg- 
ging 1t what I cannot obtain by my tears. 
Ah! didſt thou but know who he is whom 


| thou relieveſt, and what the burthen 1s 


which thou carrieſt, thou couldſt not ſuffer 


| it to be taken from thee, and wouldſt wiſh 
to be faſtened to it inſtead of Jeſus. 


Is it poſſible, O Lord! that thou haſt 


found no perſon, who from a ſentiment of 
compaſſion would carry thy croſs? There 
is none but thee, O ſon of the living God 
O faithful friend of our ſouls! that wil- 
lingly beareſt the croſs for others. All 
that thou meriteſt by thy croſs, thou me- 
riteſt for us; and thou deſireſt no other re- 
compence for it than our profit. All thoſe 
that ſerve thee are thy hirelings, and how 


diſintereſted ſoever they be on their part, 


they always receive from thine the ſalary 
which thou promiſeſt them. But why do 
I fay, diſintereſted ? the moſt generous of 
FF thy ſervants is he who ſeeks only to pleaſe 
= thee, and to do thy will; and what greater 
* intereſt can one have in heaven or on 
s earth ? | 


O God! 
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O God! the God of love, how rich and 
happy are thoſe who follow thee in carry- 
ing their croſs! The Cyrenean did not pre- 
cede thee, he followed thee; becauſe thou 
wilt always go firſt, that thoſe who are 
crucified ſeeing thee before them, may be 
directed, enlightened, and animated by thy 
example. But a man who, treading thy 
ſteps, has thee always before his eyes, O 
light of heaven! what does he ſee ? what 
does he love? what does he receive? and 
what does he enjoy? Be ſilent, my 
tongue, and thou my heart remain in deep 
attention. Spear, Lord! for thy ſervant 
hears. Tell my heart what he ſees, feels, 
and ſuffers, who follows thee, and looks 
upon thee continually. He carries love, 
and 1s carried by love: love is his way 
and his journey's end, his occupation and 
repoſe. May I love thee thus, O my 


God ! and may I be conſumed oy the fire 


of thy love. 


O bleſſed mother of God! you who 
have had ſo great a ſhare in the croſs and 


love of your ſon, obtain me of him the 


grace of loving him, and of ſuffering for 
him all my life. Angels of God, and ye 
| bleſſed ſouls, who are as it were living 
ſtones, hewn and poliſhed by the crols, 
for the ſtructure and ornament of the hea- 


venly Jeruſalem; obtain that this ſame croſs 
may 
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may render me worthy one day of filling a 
place among you. Amen. 
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XLIII. SUFFERING of CHRIST. 


His crucifixion. 


T HEN our Saviour was arrived at 


the top of mount Calvary, where 
he was to conſummate his ſacrifice, and 
give us the moſt reſplendent mark of his 
love, they did not ſo much as allow him 
time to breathe. They with great haſte 
prepared every thing that was neceſſary for 


fixing him to the croſs; firſt taking off 
his chains; then rudely pulling off his 
garment, which was already ſtuck to. his 
wounds; and once again renewing all his 
! pains. He always obeyed with meekneſs 
and readineſs; becauſe he conſidered his 
tormentors as the executors of his eternal 
! father's orders; to teach us to preſerve 


ſubmiſſion, and interior peace, in the 


{ moſt ſenfible and troubleſome accidents of 
life. For when we receive injuſtices, vio- 
| lences, treacheries, and other troubles, as 
| ordained by God, who ſends us them by 
the miniſters of his adorable will, we ſub- 


mit ourſelves ſincerely to them, how cruel 


| loever they be; we never regard them as 


his 
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his enemies, and we are more concerned at 


the injury they do themſelves, than at what 
we endure. 


II. That moſt pure lamb being thus | 


ſtript, appeared ſo covered with blood, that 
his whole body ſeemed to be but one ſingle 
wound. But whilſt they were thus buſted 
in preparing his croſs, in ſeeking the nails 
and other inſtruments of his puniſhment, 
his mind was not at reſt, his heart and 
eyes were lifted up to heaven, ſhedding 
moſt bitter tears; he offered himſelf again 
to the eternal father, to be our victim; 
and was heard for his reverence, as the apo- 
ſtle ſays, and for his prayers ard ſupplicati- 
ons (Heb. v. 7.). For it is a ture means of 
pleaſing God, and of obtaining the light 
and ſtrength whereof we have need in our 
undertakings, to begin them by addreſſing 
ourſelves interiorly to him, in order to of- 
fer them to him; becauſe which way 
ſoever things turn, when they are done 
in God and with God, the ſucceſs thereof 
cannot fail being happy. 

"This place is very proper for exciting 
lively ſentiments of piety in a ſoul, thar, 
whilſt the executioners make ready to cru- 
cify our Saviour, ſhould caſt itſelf in ſpirit 
at his feet, to bathe them with tears, and 
there to receive that precious dew of blood, 
| which falls on every fide. What grace, 
what light, what conſolation would it find 
thereby 
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III. When the executioners had made 
all things ready, they came to Chriſt, and 
preſented him, at the ſolicitation of the 
Jews, wine mingled with gall and myrrh, 
inſtead of. another liquor which they uſed 
to make criminals drink, in order to 
diminiſh in them the ſenſe of pain, and the 
fears of death. They gave others a drink 


| for comforting them, and they give our 


Saviour one for tormenting him. 


It may here be doubted, which of the. 


two is moſt ſurpriſing ; whether the appli- 


cation of the Jews to invent every thing 


that could occaſion Chriſt any new pain, 


or the care Chriſt took in managing ſo that 


no part of him might be free from tor- 
ment. But it muſt be owned however, 


| that his charity ſtill ſurpaſſes their hatred, 


and forgets nothing that can contribute to 


the perfection of his ſacrifice, For his 
palate having been till then his only ſenſe 
which had not ſuffered, it was tormented 
with gall, vinegar, and myrrh, the bitter- 
| neſs of which ſpread thorough his very 
{ bowels, That extent of our Saviour's love 
| well deſerves our correſpondence thereto as 


tar as we poſſibly can ; and that we eſteem 


as Joſt every thing in us that is not entifely 
| devoted to his ſervice. 


IV. Afterwards they ordered him to 
lay himſelf upon the croſs; he obeyed 


without reſiſtance, extending himſelf upon 
| that bed of pains, without any other pil- 


low 
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low than the thorns wherewith he was 
crowned. He immediately lifted up his 
eyes to heaven, to open us the gates there- 
of, which had been ſhut till then; and be- 
cauſe he was at the ſame time the prieſt 


that reconciled us, and the victim of our 


reconciliation, he offered himſelf for us 
upon the altar of the croſs, with an earneſt 
_ deſire of ſaving all ſinners. His arms were 
ſtretched out to invite them, embrace them, 
and preſent them to his eternal father. 

It was there indeed, that he brought 
ſinners to God, united heaven and earth, 


and made them both as one houſe, and as 


one ſociety, whereof God is the father and 
ſovereign maſter. There never was, nor 
ever will be, a prieſt more agreeable to 
God, an alvar more ſacred, an oblation 
more perfect, nor a victim more holy; 
ſince he is the lamb of God that takes away 


the fins of the world. 
V. Whilſt Chriſt treated thus with his fa- 


ther about the reconciliation of ſinners, his 


executioners were not idle. It is ſaid they 
firſt took his left hand, and pierced it with a 
large nail thorough the midſt of the nerves; 
that it might che better ſupport the weight 
of his body: but as the nerves were con- 
tracted by the violence of the pain, and 
the right hand being unable to extend it- 


ſelf to the hole they Had made in the other 


arm of the croſs, it was neceſſary to draw 
it thereto with cords: they did the ſame 
8 afterwards 
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afterwards to the feet; and our -Saviour's 
whole body was thus diſlocated. Never- 
theleſs he was ſilent, and did not let lip 
the leaſt complaint ; ſhewing an invincible 
and more than human conſtancy, amongſt _ 
ſuch cruel torments ; and upon the ſame 
countenance, where grief was painted, 
were to be diſcovered: his patience, reſigna- 
tion, love, and the other heroic diſpoſiti- 
ons of his ſoul. 
VI. He teaches us by that ſilence, and 
conſtancy, in what manner we ought to 
carry our croſs, that it may become for us 
a ſubject of merit, and a ſource of glory. 
Firſtly, let him who perceives any croſs 
approaching, receive it, as from the hand 
of God, with an entire ſubmiſſion to his 
orders. 
| Secondly, let him refrain all kind of 
| murmuring, and neither complain of the 
weight of his croſs, nor of the injuſtice of 
| thoſe that crucify him: for thoſe com- 
plaints are the voice of ſelf-love, which 
always flies from ſuffering. | 
| Thirdly, let him not amuſe himſelf with 
enquiring whether what he. is obliged to 
| ſuffer be juſt or unjuſt ; but let his whole 
motive be, in being ſubject to God, in con- 
| fiding in his goodneſs, and in adoring his 
permiſſion. Let him make an altar of his 
| croſs, whereon he may immolate himſelf; 
and let him offer himſelf to endure every 
thing, 
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thing, as long, and in ſuch a manner, as 
God ſhall pleaſe. 

But becauſe nature always looks upon 
him that torments it with a ſentiment of 
averſion, the crucifed man has a continual 
fight to maintain within himſelf, for pre- 
_ venting his heart from being embittered by 
hatred, or dejected by ſorrow. He ought 
at that time to adhere to God, to receive 
in the ſpirit of ſubmiſſion and reſignation, 
every thing that befals him, to dilate his 
heart by faith, and a certain confidence : 
that God will not ſuffer him to be tempted 
above what he 1s able. (1 Cor. x. 13.) 

It will alſo be very profitable to have 
our interior eyes often fixed on heaven, the 
thoughts of which will alleviate what we 
| ſuffer on earth: for according to the teſti- 
mony of the apoſtle : our tribulation, which 
at preſent is momentary and light, worketh in 
us above meaſure an exceedins and eternal 
weight of glory, while we are contemplating 
not the things that are ſeen, but the things that 
are not ſeen : for the things that are ſeen ore 
temporal; but which are not feen are eternal, 
(2 Cor. iv, 17.) 

VII. But when they began to drag the 
croſs, whereon our Saviour was nailed, to 
the beake 4 in which it was to be ſet up; when 
they raiſed it up with cords ; when they let 
it drop. ſuddenly into that hole; and when 
they drove down the wedges round about 


it with heavy mallets, who can compre- 
hend 
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hend what pains all theſe motions and ſhak- 
ings occaſioned a body, whoſe nerves were 
ſtretched, and joints fo diſlocated, that he 
affirms by his prophet, that all his bones 
might be counted ? They have pierced my 
hands and my feet, ſays he, they have numbered 
all my bones. (Pſal. xxi. 18.) 

Then it was his enemies were ſatisfied, 
and expreſſed their joy by great acclamati- 
ons, whilſt our Saviour, thus elevated be- 
tween heaven and earth, laboured, as a 
powerful and charitable mediator, to re- 
concile us to his father, and had his hands 
ſtretched out to receive us. He then be- 
gan to accompliſh the promiſe he had made 
us by theſe words: If I be exalted from the 
earth, I will draw all things to myſelf. For 
he drew heaven to himſelf, to give us the 
poſſeſſion of it; God, to reconcile him to 
the world; the juſt, to inflame them with 
his love; and ſinners, to fave them by pe- 
nance (Jobn X11. 32.) 

VIII. Amidſt all theſe torments, as it 
he had forgotten his own pains, that he 
might only think on our miſerics, which he 
would remedy, he was not ſatsfied with ad- 
dreſſing his father, by the interior deſires 
and motions of his 10ul ; but breaking the 


filence he had ſo long kept, and raiſing his 


voice, he begged mercy of him with love 


and tears, not only for the executioners that 
nad crucified him, but allo for all thoſe, 
who by their ſins were the cauſe of his 
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death : father, ſaid he, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do. (Luke xxui, 
34.) He thus excules the voluntary blind- 
neſs of ſinners, tho' it be no leſs puniſh- 
able. than other ſins. What love! what 
mercy! for the enormity of our crimes is 
clearly known to him ; and he knows they 
cannot be expiated but by his death. But 
he conſiders our ſins after two manners, ac- 
cording to the obſervation of St. Bail, as 
injuries againſt himſelf, and as evils to us: 
the firſt conſideration provokes his wrath, 
the ſecond excites his compaſſion ; and this 
always prevails over the other. (Boy. in conf, 
" "8 9 TO 

It is true our ſins crucified Chriſt, over- 
whelmed him with grief and torment, and 
offended his eternal tather ; but becauſe by 
debaſing us, they made us miſerable, he 
has more pity on us, than on himſelf; and 
without ſaying any thing for himſelf, he is 
wholly taken up with beg gging pardon for 
us, as for ignorant and blind wretches. 

IX. They crucified two thieves with 
Chriſt, and he was placed between them, 
as if he had been the moſt guilty. He had 
not been aſhamed during his life to con- 
verſe and eat with ſinners, neither was he 
aſhamed at his death to have them for com- 

anions in his puniſhment. That good 
ſhepherd being come to ſeek ſtrayed ſheep, 
and to give his life for ſaving them, would 
make us underſtand, that ſinners had 3 
greater 
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greater ſhare in his crois, than the juſt; 
and that tho' our firſt father, being juſt and 
innocent, had found death in the trce. of 
life, we ſhould find, tho* we are finners, 
true life in that free of death, whereon our 
Saviour was faſtened. | Trot nl 

Thus it was not without a particular 
conduct of the ſpirit of God, that they 
fixed on the top of the croſs over Chriſt's 
head, the title of his royalty, in the three 
tongues wherein were written all the ſecrets 
of the divine and human wiſdom. That 
inſcription greatly diſpleaſed the Fers ; but 
Pilate would never perrait them to change 
any thing of what he had written; in order 
that, amidſt ſo many ignominies, all the 
world might diſcover that he who ſuffered 
them, was truly the king of the Fes; 
that they ſhould find in him, as in a moſt 
powerful and amiable prince, protection, 
life, riches, and all good things; and that 
when he had remitted fins, defended ſin- 
ners, healed the ſick, and raiſed up the 
dead, it was an effect of that infinite power, 
which he poſſeſſed in quality of the ſove- 
reign maſter of all creatures, 

X. Among all theſe myſteries, we muſt 


not forget the ſorrows of the moſt bleſſed 
virgin: for tho? ſhe ſaw not her wel-beloved 
| lon nailed to the croſs, ſhe heard the noiſe 
of the hammers which drove the nails into 
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mortal wounds to the heart of that afflicted 
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mother. But when they came to elevate 
the croſs, and when ſhe beheld her ſon in 
that condition,” who can comprehend what 
her ſorrow was? It is ſufficient to mention 
that it was equal to her love. Then being 
no longer able to retain the tranſports of 
both, The made her way thorough. the 
crowd, and placed herſelf at the foot of the 
croſs, as we ſhall declare more fully after- 
wards : but becaule thele circumſtances of 
our Saviour's paſſion, which we have ſhewn 
in few words, deſerve to be conſidered at 
leiſure, and are moſt proper to excite our 
love and gratitude, we ſhall make ſeveral 
contemplations thereon. 


CONTEMPLATION | 


On Chriſt when he was ftript of his cloatis, Þ 
before they crucified him. N 


Onſider, O my ſoul ! with what eager- 

neſs the Jetos prepare every thing that 

is neceſſary for crucitying our Saviour; 
hearken to their ſhouts; ſee with what 
haſte they pull off his garment already 
cleaving to his wounds ; obſerve that body 
all bleeding and torn ; enter into his heart, 
thou wilt find it wholly taken up with thy ; 
miſeries, and fixed on heaven, there treat- 


ing about thy reconciliation. Approach to 1 
him, - 
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him, and proſtrate at his feet, embrace 
them and ſay: permit me, O Jeſus, my 
Saviour, and my love ! to embrace thy ſa- 
cred feet. I will fix my heart to them, be- 
fore they are nailed to the croſs; and be 
conſumed with thy love, before death takes 


| thee out of my fight. Embrace with thoſe 
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divine hands, beſore they are pierced with 
nails, this ſinful foul, for which thou en- 
dureſt ſuch dreadful torments ; deftroy its 
malice ; warm its tepidity ; i and unite. it 
interiorly to thee, in ſuch a manner that it 
may never be ſeparated from thence. 

II. O Lamb of. God, that takeſt away the 
| ns of the world receive the weak teſtimo- 
nies of my love; and that it may be agree- 
able to thee, puriſy it from all terreſtrial 
affection. Caſt, O Lord! upon thy miſe- 
rable creature, the eyes of thy mercy, and 
caſt me not away from thy fight, Receive my 
embraces, which I wiſh might be accom- 
panied with the fervour of all thoſe that 
love thee. Waſh away with thy precious 
blood every thing that can offend thy infi- 
nite purity, that from henceforth there may 
be nothing in me that can ſeparate me from 
thee. How happy would he be, that ſhould 
find himſelf under the ſhadow of thy wings, 
ſheltered from the dangers of this world ; 
that ſhould be ſure of pleaſing thee, and 
of being loved by thee! could he be 
eſteemed poor, tho* he even wanted every 
ng elle ? Ought he to pats for a miſe- 
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rable wretch, tho' he ſhould be oppreſt 
with all the evils of this life? 

Grant, O Lord! that I may burn with thy 
love, and then I conſent with all my heart 
to ſee myſelf unknown, abandoned, deſpi- 
ted, proſcribed by all creatures, and content 
with poſſeſſing nothing but thee alone. 


Diſcover only to my foul the goodneſs of 


thy heart ; may I be inflamed with the 


ſame love wherewtth it burns; may thoſe 


bitter rears which flow from thy eycs fall 
upon me, may they waſh me, warm me, 
conſume me, and transform me into thee, 
III. O my. Saviour and only hope 
without whom J am nothing but poverty 
and miſery, Is it poſſible that I ſhould ſee 
the ardor and eagerneſs of thoſe that cru- 
cify thee, and ſtill remain as ſlothful and 
negligent as I was before! Ah, Lord! be- 
tore they elevate thy croſs, and take thee 
out of my arms, heal thou the wounds of 
my ſoul; they are ſtill greater than thoſe 
of thy body. Thou art my phyſician and 
my remedy, I cannot find in any but thee 
alone the helps that are neceffary for me; 
and ſince my fins have put thee in that 
condition, thou knoweſt them much bet—- 
ter than I do myſelf. For, alas! I am 
ſo blind, that I ſee them not; ſo ſtupid, 
that I am inſenſible of them; and ſo proud, 
that I have a difficulty in confeſſing them 
before thee, tho? they be perfe&tly known 
to 0 thee. 
Have 
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Have mercy on me, O Lord pardon 


me by thy mercy, the evil thou ſeeſt in 


me, and grant that among ſo many pains 


which thou fuffereſt for my cure, I may 


not remain without a remedy : / thou 
wilt, thou canſt heal me at preſent. I am 
forry for having offended thee, and I would 
rather chuſe to die than to offend thee 
again. Wound my heart with fo lively a 


ſorrow for my fins, that I may hate and 


abhor myſelf. Kindle thy love in me, de- 


ſtroy whatever may ſeparate me from thee, 
that I may never offend thee more, and 
that I may live no longer but for thee. 
IV. © Jeſus, my hope and my life! 
fince the exceſs of thy love induces thee to 
fuffer ſo many pains, to ſhed even the laſt 
drop of thy blood, to ſuffer hin rs to be 
nailed to the croſs, and die thereon for 
me; how canſt thou at this moment refuſe 
me the pardon, of my fins, the hatred of 
myſelf, the ſtrength of overcoming myſelf, 
the grace of loving . and never to of- 
fend thee ! 

I know that thy love 1s infinitel: y liberal; 
that thou haſt a greater deſire to grant me 
theſe favours, than I have to obtain them; 
that thou even ſuffereſt death for meriting 
them for me; and that if I obtain them 
not, it is in me that thou findeſt the reaſons 
for refuſing me them. 

I acknowledge, O my only and ſove- 
reign good ! that chou loveſt to commu- 

R 4 nicate 
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nicate thyſelf, and that what ſtops thy di- 
vine communications, proceeds .only from 
mylelt., Remove O Lord! all theſe ob- 
ſtacles; deſtroy the wall which ſeparates 
me from thee. Proſtrate at thy ſacred feet, 
beg this grace of thee with all the pow- 
ers of my ſoul. 

V. I am blind and ignorant, illuminate 
me, O divine light! grant that I may ſee 
myſelf ſuch as I am; that I may know 
what hinders me from being thine ; and 
that I may hate every thing that diſpleaſes 
thee. This change muſt be thy work ; and 
thy mercy is infinite. Tho' 1 have not all 
the diſpoſitions thou deſireſt; tho' I offer 
not myſelf to thee in the full extent of my 
heart, thou canſt ſupply me with what is 

wanting : becauſe it is for that purpoſe thou 
art my redeemer; and thou ſheddeft thy 
precious blocd ſo abundantly, only to ſup- 
ply my indigence. 

If thou abandoneſt me, O my God 
who can aſſiſt me? If thou waſheſt me not 
thyſelf, who ſhall be able to blot out my 
ſins? they are the ſource of my blindneſs; 
they occaſion me all the evils thou behold- 
eſt, and which thou alone canſt remedy. 
Look with pity on thy poor creature; par- 
don me, inſtruct me, heal me, and raiſe 
me,.up again. Pluck from my heart all 
that fin has placed therein, that I may pol- 
ſeſs thee with a pure heart, to be crucified 


with thee, to be wholly thine, and to re- 
gard 
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gard thee as my only and ſupreme. hap- 


pineſs. 


VI. But whence comes it, O maſter of 
eternal truth! that thou wilt be crucified 
naked, and die naked on the croſs ? Why 
doſt thou not retain at leaſt that ſeamleis 
coat, which was woven by the hands of 
thy bleſſed mother? Ah! thou wilt retain 
nothing earthly, O divine Jeſus ! and be- 
cauſe that coat is compoled of an earthly 
matter, 1t 1s heavy upon thee, and incom- 
modes thee. "Thou cameſt naked into the 


world, and wilt go out of it in the ſame 


manner. Thou waiteſt not, as other men 
do, till death ſtrips thee : for thou pre- 
venteſt him, forſakeſt all things; parteſt 
with every thing before he comes; and re- 
ſtoreſt to the earth what belongs to it, that 
thou mayſt die in that perfect dilengage- 
ment which thou hadſt taught us. 

Thou wilt have nothing worldly but the 
crois, torments, ignominies, and death. 
Thou chuleſt every thing tor thyſelf that 
others abhor, takeſt thy delight therein, 
placeſt thy glory in them, and wilt finiſh 
thy life therewith, By that nakedneſs it is 


thou reconcileſt us to thy father, concludeſt 


the peace between God and men, openeſt 
heaven to us, ſatisfieſt for our ſins, and 
teacheſt us the ſecrets of thy admirable doc- 
trine. By that nakedneſs thou triumpheſt 


cover death, hell, ſin, and the world; diſ- 


covereſt to us the perfection of thy love, 
PE K 5 and 
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and heapeſt bleflings upon us. For, tho” 
thou art naked, thou art not the poorer ; 
_ ceaſeſt not to be what thou art; and poſ- 
ſeſſeſt no leſs the treaſures of eternal riches, 

VII. Teach me, O heavenly maſter! to 
poſſeſs all things, by forſaking all things. 
And becauſe I cannot penetrate this truth 
without thy help, waſh my eyes with thy 
blood, that I may clearly ſee the ſublimity 
of thy wiſdom, and the perfection of thy 
love. Thou art ſo rich, O ſon of the liv- 
ing God! that thou canſt ſatisfy all the de- 
fires of my ſoul. Thou art fo great, that 
thou canſt fill its whole capaciouſnels ; 10 
tweet, that thou canſt charm all its pow- 
ers; fo pure, that thou canft waſh away all 
its ſtains ; 1o amiable, that thou canſt gain 
all its affections; fo ardent and 1o full of 
love, that thou canſt conſume it and 
transform it into thyſelf. Cught we to 
wonder after all this, if thou wouldſt 
reign alone therein, if thou wouldſt find it 
void of all creatures, and if thou canſt not 
ſuffer in it the mixture of any other love? 
Seeing thou alone art capable of filling it, 
how can it in poſſeſſing thee, receive any 
thing elſe with thee ? 

Thou knoweſt, O Lord! that the ſoul 
accommodates itſelf proportionably to the 
thinas it loves; if it loves nothing but the 
earth and the ſmall goods that are to be 
ſound thereon, how ſhall it be capable of 


pebefiin> an infinite majeſty ? Whereas in 
| receiving 
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receiving thee, it increaſes, it extends and di- 
lates itſelf ; becauſe it is proportioned to thy 
greatneſs; is filled and ſatiated with thee, who 
art the life and ſovereign felicity of ſouls. 

VIII. When ſhall I fee myſelf ſeparated 
by thy love, from every thing the world 
loves, O tweet Saviour of my foul! When 
| wilt thou grant me the grace to receive me 
| into the number of thy faithful ſervants, 
and to poſſeſs me entirely? What ſhall 1 
loſe, O Lord! in forſaking all creatures, 
tho* they were even all united againſt me ? 
provided I be thine, and thou mine, ſhall 
not be rich enough ? Separate my heart 
from every thing that is without thee, and 
make not this ſeparation according to my 
views and deſires, but according to thy 
wiſdom and will. How rich is he who. 
thus poſſeſſes thee, O my God ! How happy 
is he who loves thee ſo! When I ſee chee 
ſtript of all things for my ſake, I ind my- 
| felf excited with the deſire of quitting all 
for thee, and of living at leaſt in a perfect 
diſengagement of heart. 1 

All thy moſt faithful friends have fol- 
lowed thee by the way of nakedneſs. As 
ſoon as St. Auguſtin felt the ſweetneſs of 
thy love, the cares of the worid became 
inſupportable to him. Thy apoſtle St. Bar- 
tholomew imitated thee ſo far as to part with 
his very ſkin, by ſuffering himſelf to be flead 
alive for thee. ; Some have retired into the 
deſarts; others have yielded up their _ 

| dies, 
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dies to the moſt cruel torments : and thoſe 
who were obliged to live in the world, fed 
it, as if they uſed it not; becauſe one can- 
not truly love thee, and conſider thee na- 
ked on the croſs, without earneſtly deſiring, 
tor love of thee, to be entirely like thee. 
IX. Behold, O my Saviour ! what the 
works of thy love are. O denuding love 
O transforming love! thou art rich and 
poor at the ſame time; thou art weak and 
powerful; hidden and manifeſted ; free and 
chained; overcome and triumphant. There 
is none but thou, O Lord ! that can diſco- 
ver to and make my foul feel ſuch admira- 
ble ſecrets ; becauſe they are fully known 
to none but thee alone: May the ſame 
love which operates theie wonders in thee, 
operate at preſent in me that nakedneis 
and reſignation, that ſeparation and union: 
an entire ſeparation from creatures, and an 
intimate union with thee. May it ſeparate 
me from myſelf, and make me forget every 
thing that ſeparates me from thee. 

But can there be made no exchange ? 
Could I not be crucified in thy ſtead, O 
my God |, and fave thy life by my death? 
This queſtion is perhaps too bold; but it 
is thy love which inſpires me therewith. If 
that cannot be done, go then, O my Je- 
ſus! to the croſs which thou haſt ſo long 
deſired ; but faſten at leaſt my heart there- 
to with thee ; z ſeparate-me from every thing 
elle; and conſume me with thy love : for 
thou 
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thou art my glory, my hope, my treaſure 
and repoſe. gn, | 


O moſt holy virgin! you who love our 
Saviour more purely, than any other crea- 
ture has ever done ; obtain me a ſhare of 

what you experience in yourſelf concern- 

ing the purity of love. Ye ſaints of hea- 
ven, who live only by love, drop down 
upon me a ſpark of that fire wherewith ye 
burn, that it may conſume in me all the 
impurity of earthly affections, and that I 
may become like you the prey of divine 
| love. Amen. 


_ Lad n 


CONTEMPLATION 
On C brift, whilſt he is nailed to the croſs. 
Ris the croſs prepared, O my ſoul | 


behold the altar whereon that divine 
lamb 1s going to be ſacrificed! Why, O 
my Jeſus} wilt thou ſuffer ſo ignominious 
a torment ? Thou haſt already conſecrated 
the croſs, by carrying it on thy ſhoulders ; 
it is thereby become ſweet, honourable, 
and ſalutary to all ſinners. Stop there, O 
Lord! thou haſt ſuffered enough. Let 
me be faſtened to the croſs for thee, let me 
die thereon, and let thyſelf live. Com- 
mand fo as a judge, and let me ſuffer ſo as 

aa a ſinner, 
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a ſinner. Ceaſe ſuffering for me, and let 
me begin to ſuffer for thee ; ſince that tor- 
ment is more proper for me than for thee. 
Or if thy love oppoſes it; if it envies me 
the happineſs of dying on the croſs, grant 
that I may know thee thereon, love thee 
thereon, and poſſeſs thee thereon. 
Conſider, O my foul ! with what cruelty 
they nail Jeſus to the croſs, with what 
meekneſs and ſubmiſſion he ſtretches him- 
{elf thereon. See how they draw his arms, 
how they drive great nails into his hands 
and feet, thorough the nerves, which are 
ſuch ſenfible parts, Feel, if thou canſt, 
his pains; or if thou canſt not, deſire at 
leaſt to feel them; and beſeech Chriſt to 


imprint in thy heart what he feels in his 


ſacred body. Soften, O my God! the 
hardneſs of my heart, that thy nails may 
penetrate it, that it may become ſenfible of 
thy pains, of thy love, and of the hatred 
of ſin, which has brought thee to that con- 
dition, Refuſe not, O Lord! what I beg 
of thee ; for I cannot feel thy pains, unleſs 
thou thyſelf by thy mercy giveſt me the 
feeling thereof. ; | 

II. Jeſus lays himfelf upon the croſs to 
be nailed thereto ; he oerche! out his arms 
and feet thereon; liſts up his eyes to hea- 
ven; and, without word or voice, ſolicits 


the juſtice of his eternal father by the ten- 


dereſt motions of his heart, by offering 


himſelf to be our victim. Father, ſays 


he, 
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de, the. hour is come, glorify thy ſon. (John 


xvii. I.) accept my obedience, and receive 
the ſacrifice I offer to thee for the ſalvation 
of all men. Pardon ſinners for whom I 


| fatisfy; kindle in all hearts the fire of 
F thy love; bring back ſtrayed ſouls; and 


extend the glory of thy name. Grant 


to the world, not what it deſerves, but 


what I beg of thee for it. Suppreſs thy 


anger; open the treaſures of thy mercy. 
| Let not thy grace be wantmg to any one, 


ſince I offer my blood, my body, and my 


| life to thee for all. 


Look upon this heart, O father! totally 


burning with the zeal of thy glory, and 
| with the deſire of dying for men: tho? 


they be unworthy of thy goodneſs, I de- 


| ſerve, O Lord! that thou ſhouldſt draw 
them all into theſe arms, which I ſtretch 
| out for receiving them. Come therefore 
| to'me, all ye that are criminals, and I will 
{ pardon you. Come to me all ye that are 
| afflicted, and I will comfort you, Come 
to me all ye that have gone aſtray, and I 
| will receive you. Learn of me, becauſe I 
am meek and humble of heart; and ye ſhall 
| find reſt to your ſouls, (Matt. xi. 29.) 
III. O divine Jeſus ? charitable ſhepherd 
| of this ſtrayed foul, behold me here: re- 
ceive me into thy arms, ſince thou defireſt . 
| I ſtould throw myſelf therein. Give me 

| that love, that meekneſs, and that humi- 


lity, to which thou inviteſt me. Subject 
my 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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my heart entirely to thy will. Imprint in 
my ſoul thoſe divine virtues, , which thou 
wiſheſt I would imitate, that I may follow 
thee. cloſely, and never .depart from thee. 
1 have been too long deaf to thy voice, 
which urges me interiorly to come to 
thee. . Open my ears this day, that I may 
hear and follow thee. 

Thou canſt not expreſs a greater love to 
me, than to ſuffer thyſelf to be thus nailed 
to. the croſs, and to die thereon for me. 
Refuſe me not therefore, O Saviour of my 
ſoul! the fruit of thy pains. Give me 


thoſe things for which thou calleſt me. Be- 


ſtow thy ſpirit upon me: receive me into 
favour; but reſtrain me continually by thy 
omnipotent hand for thou knoweſt with 
what facility I forſake thee. Thou ſeeſt 
all the reaſons I have to be afraid of my- 
ſelf, and to confide in none but thee, alone. 
I therefore obey thy voice, O charitable 
ſhepherd ! behold here a ſtrayed ſheep re- 


turning to the fold, receive it once again, 


and grant that it may never abandon ſo 


amiable a conduct. 


IV. The ſhame and weight of 1 my crimes | 


hinder me from lifting up my eyes to thee, 
O eternal father! the miſeries of my foul 
are known to thee. Thy wrath is great ; 
but it is juſt; ſince I have reduced thy 
only ſon to that condition wherein J behold 
him. If thou examineſt my ſins with ri— 
gour, I can expect no favour. Caſt thy 
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eyes therefore upon this divine lamb that 


is going to be immolated for my cure upon 


the altar of the croſs. It is thy ſon, who 


has fully accompliſhed thy will in all things, 
and is inflamed with thy love. Thou haſt 
given him to me for a maſter and model; 
haſt commanded me to come to him, to 
hear him, to follow him, and to receive 
from him all the bleſſings I ſhall ſtand in 
need of, When I preſent myſelf with him 
before thee, thou canſt not reje&t me; be- 
cauſe he is always agreeable to thee, and is 
the way by which thou requireſt me to 
come to thee. I offer him therefore this 
day to thee in ſacrifice, and offer to thee 
with him all my fins and miſeries. By him 
thou wilt grant me mercy, wilt pardon me 
my faults, wilt inſpire me. with thy love, 
and with a ſincere ſorrow for having of- 
„„ = 
Remember that he himſelf has told us, 


that thou wilt give à good ſpirit to thoſe that 


aſe thee. (Luke xi. 13.) I beg, O Lord! 
that divine ſpirit of thee; and tho* I be 
unworthy by myſelf of obtaining it, the 


ſacrifice I offer thee, abundantly ſupplies 


my unworthineſs. Give me the ſpirit of 
love, the ſpirit of humility, the ſpirit of 
mortification, the ſpirit of ſacrifice, the 
ſpirit of reſignation to thy will, the ſpirit 


of underſtanding. for comprehending the 


doctrine of thy ſon, and the ſpirit of fide- 
lity for following his examples. May his 
Eo | _ ſpirit 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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ſpirit live in me; and may it be for the 
fature the principle of all my motions. 
May I adhere to it, delight in it, and fol- 
low it. Shut the entrance of my heart 
and the doors of my ſenſes to every other 
{pirit, that the ſpirit of Jeſus may reign 
alone in me, love thee in me, ſerve thee, 
and poſſeſs thee in me. 

V. Thou wilt then, O Saviour of my 
foul! be nailed to that croſs; but would 
not thoſe ſacred feet be more profitably 
employed in going over the earth, to con- 
vert lo many nations which know thee 
not ? would not thofe divine hands be put 
to a better uſe in enlightning the blind, 
healing the ſick, raiſing up the dead, and 
aſſiſting the whole univerſe ? Is it poſſible, 
O Lord! that thou ſhouldſt abandon thoſe 
divine exerciſes, to be nailed to a croſs ; 
and that thou ſhouldſt be willing to loſe a 
life ſo neceſſary to the world? 


1 adore thee, O heavenly maſter ! and I | 


will eternally bleſs thee for thoſe admirable 
means thou makeſt uſe of, for teaching 
men the hidden truth, and the protound 
wifdom of the croſs. Thoſe feet immova- 
ble and pierced with nails are infinitely 
more profitable to the world, than if they 
travelled over every part thereof. Thoſe 
hands nailed and all bleeding, are more 
efficacious than if at full liberty they 
performed the greateſt miracles, and the 
moft heroic actions. Thy great work, C 


Lord! 


uy , 
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Lord! is to love and to do what ſhews the 
| moſt love. Now nothing ſhews it ſo 
| much as to live and die upon the croſs for 
| thoſe one loves. Behold what pleaſes thee, 
what is eſteemed by thee, and what charms 
| thee; and it is alſo what thou requireſt of 
thy faithful ſervants. It is what thou thyſelf 
* haſt done all thy life, and what thou con- 
ſummateſt in thy death. 

VI. O eternal wiſdom! deeply imprint 
in my heart this truth which is ſo dear to 
thee; and make me comprehend that there 
is more merit in fuffering grievous afflicti- 
ons, than in performing great matters. 
* Whilſt the ſoul is crucified, the fleſh is 
ſubject to it; vice reigns not in it; the 
| paſſions aud appetites do not revolt; the 
whole man interior and exterior is ſubject 
to the croſs; he obeys thee, praiſes thee, 
and loves thee. That man is not the moſt 
holy, who receives the moſt remarkable 
favours, and the ſweeteſt conſolations. 
No, Lord, he that is the moſt prevented 
with the bleſſings of thy ſweetneſs, is not 
the moſt agreeable to thee, if he is not at 
the ſame time the moſt crucified. The 
man that ſuffers in ſilence, and perſeveres 
with love in tribulation, perſecutions, con- 
| tempts, derelictions, and deſolations, is he 
whom thou loveſt and eſteemeſt moſt. 
When he is come to that, he may ſay, 
he has profited; and he is much more 
capable of bearing fruit in thy 3 

x an 
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than all thoſe that ſerve thee by any other 
way. 7h 

VII. O fire of divine love! *tis by 
means of thy light, that we diſcover in 
Chriſt that truth ſo unknown to fleſh and 
blood. What art thou doing ? why doit 
thou not inflame me? why doſt thou not 
crucify me with him? Why doſt thou 


permit me to lead a ſoft and eaſy life, whilſt 


Jeſus is overwhelmed with ſorrows ? O Sa- 
viour of my ſoul ! ſince it is in the crols 
that true wiſdom conſiſts, ſuffer me not to 
live in darkneſs. Dart upon me a ray of 
that divine light. Receive me into the 
number of thoſe that carry the croſs after 
thee; and grant that I may never depart 
from the way thou haſt pointed out to 


me. 


Give thy conſolations to thoſe that de- 


ſerve them, and ſerve thee faithfully: for 
my part, I only beg of thee thy love and thy 
croſs, till thy love has reduced me to ſuch 
a ſtate, that my whole life and all my joy 
may be in ſuffering for thee. Permit me, 
O my Jeſus ] to embrace thy croſs, to be 
faſtened thereto, to meaſure the whole ex- 
tent of it, to examine all its circumſtances, 
and to reap from each of thy pains, the 
fruits of grace which are hidden therein. 
| To the left hand. 

1 adore thee, O divine hand! which 

ſupporteſt heaven and earth, haſt received 


e and haſt ſaved all thoſe tliat have 
truſted 
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truſted in thee. Since this hand is the firſt 
that is nailed, 1s neareſt the heart inflamed 
with love, and conſequently it is the moſt 
ſenſible of pain: command, O Lord! that 
my miſerable heart may be nailed with it. 

Remember that the only thing which thou 
exacteſt of man, is that he give thee his 
heart; becauſe that heart is only ſecure in 
thy hands. Here it is, O my Saviour! 
receive it into that hand, that it may be 
nailed with it to the croſs, remain fixed 
thereon, and never be ſeparated from 
thence. How happy ſhall I be, if thou 

vouchſafeſt to receive and keep it! For 
thou knoweſt it will fall, if it once comes 
out of thy hands; and if it has che liberty 
of following its own deſires, it cannot 
avoid the e en and eternal death. 
Take it then, O my Jeſus! thou life and 
love of my ſoul! faſten it, tranſpierce it, 

and never forſake it. 

To the right hand. 

I adore thee, O powerful hand! that art 
the ſtrength of the weak, and diſpenſer of 
graces. Tho! thou art nailed to the crols, 
thou loſeſt not thy ſtrength ; and thou aug- 
menteſt my confidence. Tranſpierce at 
the ſame time this miſerable fleſh wholly 
terreſtrial and ſenſual; ſo timorous, when 
it ought to ſuffer for. thee ; ſo couragious 


in the occaſions of offending thee ; and ſo 


negligent in thy ſervice. Fix it to the croſs 


by thy fear; repreſs its appetites and de- 
fires 3 
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ſires; deſtroy in it that law of the mem- 
bers, ſo contrary to the ſpirit, ſo rehelli- 
ous to thy love, and fuch an enemy to thy 
croſs. Let my ſpirit, being crucified with 
thee, live from henceforth only in thee 
and for thee; and let all the luxury and 


corruption of my fleſh be conſumed by the 


fire of thy charity. 
To the feet. 

J adore you, O facred feet! which were 
ſo often wearied in ſeeking me, and carried 
our Saviour to the croſs, whereon you were 
nailed for my love! Correct the criminal 
ſteps which J have hitherto taken; rectify 
my ways ; bring me back from my wan- 
dering ; make me enter again into the way 
of truth. Faſten my feet with thine, O 
Lord! that I may run no longer after va- 
nity. Fix to thy feet all the deſires and 
affections of my ſoul, that I may no longer 
follow any other tracts but thoſe which 
thou haſt pointed out to me. May that 
precious blood, which flows from thy feet 
and hands, fall upon me; may it commu- 
nicate its virtue to me; may it purify me, 
change me, and transform me wholly into 
thee. Separate me from the earth, elevate 
me with thee, whilſt they elevate thy crols. 
Permit me not to leave it, till thou haſt 
accompliſhed in me every thing which thou 
teacheſt me by it; that being dead to my- 
felf, and full of thy love, I may have no 


other will but thine. | 
O moſt 
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O moſt pure mother of God ! by the 
ſorrows which your heart felt, when you 
heard the ſtrokes of the hammers on the 
nails, wherewith they pierced the feet and 
hands of your only lon ; obtain for me of 
him the grace of being all my life the faith- 
ſul companion of his croſs. O bleſſed 
ſouls | whoſe felicity is the work of thoſe 
pierced hands, aſſiſt me with your interceſ- 


lion, that I may live on earth in the ſame 


wounds, by which ye reign in heaven. 


Amen. 


* * 
— 


I CONTEMPLATION 


On Chriſt, whilſs they elevate his croſs. 


PEN my eyes, O my Jeſus! en- 
lighten my mind, and ſoften my 
heart with the fire of thy love, that I may 
feel the cruel pains which thou ſuffereſt, 
whilſt they are elevating thy croſs, and 
when the whole weight of thy body is 
ſupported by the wounds of thy feet and 


hands. Since thou endureſt ſuch a dread- 


ful tor ment in thy body for me, is it not 


; reaſonable that I ſhould feel it, at leaſt in 


my heart? But alas, O Lord! I cannot 
tee] it but by thee. Communicate there- 


tore to my ſoul the 1enle of thy pains, ſpare - 


me 


240 III. Contemplation on XLIII. ſuffering. 
me not, grant that I may experience them 
all, and feel in particular the diſlocating of 
thy bones, the breaking of thy nerves, the 
ſhakings of thy croſs, and the ſhouts and 
affronts of the populace. But grant alſo 
that I may ſee the diſpoſitions of thy heart, 
the ſubmiſſion, peace, ſilence, love, and 
all the virtues which accompany thee on 
the croſs; imprint them deeply in my 
heart, that I may profit by the pains which 
it ſhall pleaſe thee to ſend me for the fu- 
ture, and learn to ſuffer all without com- 

—_ | | 

IT. Behold thou art then elevated on the 
croſs, placed between heaven and earth, 
expoſed to the eyes of the whole univerſe. 
I adore thee, O ſon of the living God! O 
God of my heart, O love of my foul! 1 
adore thee, O thou glory of the juſt, and 
crown of the bleſſed ! I adore thee, O ſource 


of eternal goods! I adore thee, O lamb of 


God, that takeſt away the ſins of the 
world! I adore thee, O tree of life, laden 
with all the fruits of grace and glory ! 

I proſtrate myſelf before thee, acknow- 
ledging that thou art my only hope, and 
that thou poſſeſſeſt all the good things 
that I can deſire. If I am poor, thou art 
infinitely rich; if I am a ſinner, thou art 
my Saviour; it I am a flave, thou art my 


deliverer ; if I am miſerable, thou art mer- | 


ciful; and if I am tepid, thou art totally 
inflamed with love. I find in thee, O my 
FO. Jeſus ! 
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Jeſus! the remedy of all my evils; and a 


heart ever ready to aſſiſt me. I love thee, 


O Saviour of my ſoul! and my greateſt 


ſorrow is, not to love thee more. 

III. Why cannot my eyes become two 
ſources of continual tears, and my heart a 
furnace of eternal love? Tho? I thould be 


crucified with thee, O my God! what 


would it be in compariſon of what I owe 
thee ? But if thou wilt not that 1 ſuffer the 


torment of the croſs, grant therefore that I 


may burn with the fire of thy love. 

O love! which devoureſt that divine 
lamb, and makeſt thy victim thereof, now 
is the moment of thy triumph. Thou art 
ſatisſied at laſt, by ſeeing him overwhelmed 
with ſorrow, and conſumed with love. I 


adore thee, O divine love! Love infinite, 


eternal, ſovereign, rich, powerful, and li- 
beral ; exerciſe thy activity upon me, and 
transform me into that which I love. I 
adore thee, O ſweet Jeſus! in the ſtate 
wherein I behold thee. Thou art not ex- 
alted ſo high, as to be able immediately to 
aicend into heaven, and to withdraw thy- 


ſelf from our eyes; nor ſo near the earth, 


as to touch it. Thou art n be- 
| tween the one and the other; and thy power 


is felt by both: it even penetrates into hell, 


| where the juſt, who have been expeAing 


thee for ſo many ages, are going to ſee the 


| end of ſo long a baniſhment, and to enter 
| into their eternal country. 
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In that tribunal thou judgeſt the world, 
condemneſt thy enemies, openeſt the gates 
of -heaven, pardoneſt ſinners, and recon- 
cileſt them to God. There it 1s that thou 
gathereſt together thy children diſperſed 
over the world, revokeſt the ſentence of 
eternal death pronounced againſt mankind, 
ſanctifieſt ſufferings, and makeſt them the 
ſureſt way of attaining to glory. There it 
is thou inflameſt hearts; diſſipateſt the ob- 
ſcurity and blindneſs of men; and giveſt 
thyſelf to all thoſe that deſire thee, accord- 
ing to their deſires of thee, and in propor- 

tion to their neceſſities. 

IV. But whence comes this prodigious 
change, O thou lite of my foul | How dif- 
ferent doſt thou appear this day from thy- 
ſelf! Thou waſt born in the ſecret and {i- 
lence of the night. Thou waſt viſited and 
adored only by ſome ſhepherds and three 
wiſe men. Thou waſt acknowledged in 
the temple only by two juft ſouls. Thou 
livedſt in obſcurity for thirty years, and 
ſpenteſt only three amongſt men. Thou 
didſt manifeſt thyſelf after thy reſurrection, 
only to a few perſons, for a ſhort time, 
and in retired places. Thy diſciples alone 
were the witneſſes of thy aſcenſion, and a 
cloud ſoon deprived them of the fight of 
thy glory; but thou waſt pleaſed to be cru- 
Cilied publicly upon a mountain, at noon- 
day, in the time of the pa/ch, when the Jews 
vere aſſembled at Jeruſalem from all quar- 
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ters, between two thieves, with thy arms ex- 
tended, and thy heart full of ſorrow and love. 


Be thou, O Lord! bleſſed, praiſed, and 
lorified eternally by all creatures. Be- 
hold the end of thy career; our redemp- 


| tion is accompliſhed : all is conſummated, 


and thou wilt not yet be ſeparated from 


the croſs. Thou ſpeakeſt neither of teſta- 


ment nor burial; thou art only taken 


F up with the thoughts of ſuffering and lov- 


ing; and this is what thou wilt chiefly 
have us to learn from thee. Thou wilt be 
thereby the model of all men. Thou re- 
uireſt them to imitate thee, not in thy mi- 
racles and glory, but in thy ſufferings and 
croſs. There it is thou particularly de- 
ſireſt to be adored, praiſed, loved, and 
imitated, 

V. O God of my heart! being ſo great, 
ſo rich, ſo liberal, and ſo independent as 
thou art, how canſt thou love men thus ? 
What doſt thou ſee in them that is capable 
of gaining thy love ? It I judge of others 
by myſelf, I dare affirm thou wilt find no- 
thing in us but matters of contempt and. 
averſion. For I have not loved thee with 
my whole heart, tho' thou alone deſerveſt 
my whole love. I have not ſought thee 
with a ſincere deſire of pleaſing and ſerv- 
ing thee in all things. I have often of- 
fended thee by violating thy holy law. I 
have lived according to the inclinations of 
my fleſh ; have accompliſhed the will of 
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my enemies; and have ſhunned the occa- 
ſions of ſuffering for thee and with thee ; 
always tepid in ſpiritual exerciſes, and al- 
ways earneſt in procuring myſelf corporal 
pleaſures; blind in the way of heaven, 
knowing in the intereſt of this world ; 8 
ways full of myſelf, and empty of thee. 
Beholding me ſuch as I am, O Lord! 


and much wickeder than I can expreſs, 


what haſt thou found in me, that obliges 
thee to love me? O infinite love! love 
without bounds on thy part, and without 
merit on mine. It is becaule thou art di- 
vine, that thou acteſt thus; and thou art 
ſo admirable, only becauſe I am full of 
corruption, and worthy of hatred. Thou 
ſuffereſt thyſelf to be crucified in order to 
heal me; facrificeſt thyſelf to ſave me; 
and wholly immutable as thou art, thou 
ſubjecteſt thyſelf to all theſe changes to 
change me. What ſhall I return thee, O 
divine love! for all the bleſſings thou haſt 
beſtowed on me? Which way ſhall I ac- 
knowledge the exceſs of thy bounties ? | 
offer thee to thyſelt for me; becaule I ſee 
nothing but thee alone that can fully ſa- 
tisty thee. I lay at the foot of thy crois 
my ſins and miſeries, which are my only 
poſſeſſion. I reſign into thy hands the body 
and foul which thou haſt given me, and 
caſt them into that fire with which thou 
burneſt for me. 


VI. Re- 
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VI. Remember, O ſweet Jeſus ! that 
thou hait promiic d us to draw all things to 
thee, when thou wert elevated from the 
earth. Altho' I be nothing before thee, 
and my ſins have alſo rendered me worſe 
than nothing, yet I am thy creature, end 
the work of” thy hands. Thou art in that 
ſtate the emblem of thoſe bleſſings thou 
haſt promiſed us; and the two thieves, 


crucified with thee, are the emblems of 


ur miſery, and of the extreme need we 
have of thy mercy. Since now is the mo- 


ment, wherein thou oughteſt to draw all 


things to thee, ſuffer no exception to be 
made of me. Draw me to thee, O my 
God! unite me to thee, and change me in- 


| to thee. Triumph over me, O Lord! as 


the love thou haſt for me triumphs over 


| thee. Manifeſt the glory of thy power, 


and the riches of thy goodneſs, by cruci- 
ſying me with thee, and transforming me 
into thee. 
O Saviour of. my ſoul! live and reign 
alone in it, and make me live crucificd in 
thee, Let all my glory be in dying for 
thee, and all my life in living in thee ! 
From this moment let all creatures be in 


regard of me, as if they were not; and 


let nothing remain with me but thee alone, 
O crucified Jeſus! for thou art the love 
and life of my ſoul, my only good, and 
all my felicity. | 

* 3 O love, 
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O love, O croſs, O crucified Jeſus ! 1 
know not what more to ſay or aſk. May 


I loſe all things, may all things abandon F 


me. Speak thou alone to me, live and 
reign alone in me. Occupy, poſſeſs, and 
conſume my heart: for I am, and always 


will be wholly thine, O Jeſus, my glory, 


my hope, my love, and my all. 


XLIV. SUFFERINGof CHRIST. 
The time he remained on the croſs. 

TH pains which our Saviour endu- 

red on the croſs, are incomprehenſi- 


ble, either as to their number, or great- 
neſs : one of the chief, was the ſlowneſs of 


his death. Exhauſted as he was of blood | | 


and ſtrength, by all the preceding tor- 
ments, he could never have lived ſo long 
on the croſs, if he had not miraculouſly 
preſerved his life ; that he might not die 
till he had ſuffered every thing he had re- 
ſolved to ſuffer. | 

As he then received no fort of eaſe, the 
delay of his death was to him an increaſe 


of pain : for if he leaned his head upon | 


the croſs, the thorns wherewith he was 


crowned. were {till forced in the further. If 


he 
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he endeavoured to keep his head upright, 


that endeavour occaſioned him a new pain. 


If he let it incline for wards, he beheld no- 
ching but objects of grief, the tears of his 
| bleſſed mother, the dejection of his triends, 
and the joy and triumph of his enemies. 


If he ſupported himſelf upon his feet or 


hands, his fleſh was torn, his wounds di- 
| lated, and his nerves broken. If he would 


deprive his body of that ſupport, and keep 


it as it were ſuſpended, his bones were diſ- 
located, and the violence he did himſelf, 
| ferved only to ment his pain and weak- 
' neſs the more. 


How capable is this long ſucceſſion of 


| pains, endured without intermiſſion or con- 


folation, of moving a ſoul to compaſſion 
that meditates on them in filence | They 
began in the evening when our Saviour was 
taken in the garden of Olives, and conti- 
nued the whole night. From about fix 0o' 
clock in the morning till eleven, Chriſt 
was dragged before all the tribunals of Je- 
ruſalem, ſcourged, crowned with thorns, 
condemned to death, laden with his croſs, 
and led unto Calvary. At eleven he was 
nailed to the croſs, whereon he expired only 
about three in the afternoon. At that mo- 
ment the ſun was obſcured, the world was 
covered with darkneſs, the earth quaked, 
the rocks were rent, the ſepulchers opened, 


and the bodies of ſaints, which. were to rife 
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with Chrift, were ſeen by many, in order 
to give teſtimony of him. 

II. But all theſe prodigies, Which were 
lo many proofs of his power, by which the 
elements ſhewed, in ſuch a manner as they 
were e how ſenſible they were of the 


unjuſt death of the creator and Saviour of 


the world, were alſo marks of his love to 
us, and contributed to the perfection of his 
ſacrifice. For by that darkneſs he deprived 
himſelf of the comfort which the light 
commonly gives to dejected minds: and 
perhaps alſo that earthquake, by ſhaking 
als crois, renewed his pains. - However it 

there is ground for being aſtoniſhed, 
VER a human body es chauſted of blood, 
overwhelmed with torments and fatigues, 
coul:] live fo long upon the croſs, amidſt 
ſuch violent pains, without any alleviation, 
or help but that which he expected from 
death: and that death, which alone was to 
pur an end to all his pains, was delayed, 
and came but very ſlowly. 

For tho Pilate, when our Saviour's body 
was begged of him, was ſurprized that 
he was already dead; that ſurprize was 
from a man inſenſible, and even inatten- 
tive tortevery thing that Chriſt had ſuffered 
in the Pretorium ; fince the pain alone of 
the ſcourging, and crowning with thorns, 
was capable of killing the firongeſt man. 
Thus he was ſo weakened, when he went 


from Pilate's houſe, chat the time he lived 
at ter- 
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afterwards, was much more the effect of a 
divine power than of any human ſtrength. 

III. The extreme meanneſs of thoſe in 
whoſe hands the ſon of God, the king of 
heaven and earth, was, ſtill augmented 
the pain and ignominy of his puniſhment: 
for they muſt have been very milerable, 
ſince they regarded our Saviour's poor 
cloaths, as a rich booty, and cait lots for 
his coat, becauſe they could not divide it, 
as 1t was without any feam, nor agree 
| amonglt themſelves to whom it ſhould be- 
long, becauſe they were all defirous oi hav- 
ing it. 

Behold what thoſe were to whom our 
Saviour was delivered up, by whoie hands 
he was led, bound, dragged, and ſcour- 
ged, and crucified with all the rigour and 
indignity that could be expected from thoſe 
people, more like beaits than men. For 
inſtead of having any ſenſe of compaſſion 
for our Saviour in that extremity, they 
added alſo to ſo rude a treatment, ahuſcs, 
inſults, and a thouſand injurious v words. 

Nothing was forgotten that could con- 
tribute to the periection of ſo great a ſa- 
criſice. Our Saviour ſuffered in eveiy 
part of his body, and in all the powers 
of his ſoul: the ſenſes themſelves, Which 
are free from pain in common criminals, 
had their particular puniſhment in him. 
His eyes were tormented by the ſight of 
his bleſſed mother, of his ſriends, and 

L 3 enemies 
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enemies; his ears by the mockeries and 


blaſphemies which he heard; his ſmell by 
the ſtench of the place where the bones of 
the dead were thrown; his palate by the 
gall and vinegar; his whole humanity by 
a general privation of help and com- 


fort. 


IV. Is it poſſible that ſo many torments. 


endured for us, ſhould be unprofitable to 
us ? Shall it be ſaid that Chriſt dies for 
obtaining our love, and that we ſhould die 
without poſſefling his? Tho' we were his 
fupreme happineſs, and laſt end, as he is 
ours ; could he do any thing more for us ? 
He is our God, our firſt principle, the 


author and reſtorer of our being, our eter- 


nal happineſs; and perhaps the thing in 
the world we are moſt forgetful of, is the 
love we owe him. 

He ſaw our ingratitude when he expired 
on the croſs, and that ſight was more fen- 
ſible to him than all his torments. He is 
ſtill at this day ſuch as he was then: in 
ſpite of all our demerits, he changes not 
in regard of us; and it may alſo be ſaid, 
that we are always the ſame in reſpe& of 
him. But there is this difference between 

his conduct and ours, he 1s always a mer- 
citul father, and a faithful ſriend; and we 
are always ungrateful children, and unpro- 
fitable ſervants ; he dies out of the love he 


bears us, and we live without loving 


him. 
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In ſpite of the extreme pains with which 
he was oppreft, he punctually executed 
every thing he came to perform. 

V. For, firſtly; he accompliſhed the 
promiſe he had made us, of drawing all 
things to himſelf, when he ſhould be ele- 
vated from the earth, not only by opening 
us the gates of heaven, expiating our ſins, 
making one flock of thoſe in heaven and 
earth collected together in the unity of the 
fame love, deſtroying the power of our 
enemies, and acquiring us infinite treaſures 
of merits ; but alſo by gaining hearts by 
the attractives of his divine ſweetneſs, and 
inducing them to ſeek in him alone their 
repoſe and happineſs. For as the loadſtone 
draws iron, and amber chaff, by a gentle 
and ſecret virtue at the ſame time; ſo that 
immolated lamb draws all thoſe to him 
whoſe hearts are hard like iron, and dry 
like chaff; and tho* we ſee nothing in him 
but pains, ignominies, and deſertions, 
which fight makes nature even tremble ; 
yet he found by drinking that cup, the ad- 
mirable ſecret of reſerving the whole bit- 
terneſs thereof to himſelf, and of making 
his ſervants taſte an ineffable ſweetneſs. 
therein : fo that it ſeems in reſpect of them 
thorns are changed into roſes, bitterneſs 
into ſweetneſs, labour into reſt, torments 
into pleaſures, and death into a life full of 
tranquility. 
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He ſhews us the croſs, without territy- 
ing us; lays it upon us, without over- 
whelming us; and invites us to follow him, 
nie he ſmooths the way for us. The points 
of the nails and thorns wherewith he is 
pierced, are blunted in him, as one may 
lay; ſufferings in him loſe all their ſeve- 
rity, and when they paſs from him to us, 
they are mingled with a ſecret unction, 
which renders them ſweet, comfortable, 
and even delightful to us. Indeed we com- 
monly perceive that when the love of the 
world and ourſelves withdraws us from the 
croſs, the interior communication with 
Chriſt becomes bitter to us, and we no 
longer find any thing but weariſomeneſs 
and diſguſt in his imitation. We ought 
then to return to him without delay, to ac- 
knowledge our wandering, to re-engage 
ourſelves in the bonds of his love, to deſire 
.to ſuffer with him, and to perſuade our- 
ſelves that he has reſerved the bitterneſs of 
the cup for himſelf, in order to let us have 
all the iweetneſs thereof. 

But we know alſo by the experience of 
the faints, to whom God has granted the 
grace of loving and defiring ſufferings, 
that they are ſo bound to their croſs, by the 
virtue of that crucified lamb, that they are 
not allowed to ſeek any conſolation out ol 
it, that they find in the midſt of their 
ſevereſt trials, an aſſurance and repoſe 
which creatures cannot beſtow ; which 
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makes them acknowledge at laſt, that the 
croſs is the true ſource of the fortitude, 
conſolation, and tranquility of the ſoul. 

Secondly ; our Saviour has moſt per- 
fectly accompliſhed the great work of our 
redemption : for being upon the croſs, as 
in the propereſt place and poſture for re- 
conciling us to his father, he ceaſed not 
from begging our pardon with bitter tears, 
offering his blood and lite for meriting it. 
This offering and prayer were ſo powerful, 
that he abundantly obtained all that he de- 
fired ; ſo that after having fully ſatisfied 
the divine juſtice for ſinners, and acquired 
them a compleat remiſſion ; there ſtil] re- 
mained for them infinite treaſures of me- 
rits, and an inexhauſtible ſource of ſtrength 
and light for overcoming the enemies of 
their ſalvation, for penetrating the pro- 
foundeſt ſecrets of God, for attaining on 
earth to a heroic ſanctity, and for poſſeſſing 
in heaven a moſt ſublime degree of glory. 

But becauſe the ſentence pronounced 
againſt us, after the fin of our firſt father, 
had ſubjected us to the devil and death, by 
a law written on our fleſh, Chriſt revoked 
that ſentence, by nailing to the croſs the 
fleſh he had received from Adam; and re- 
verſed the decree of our condemnation 
with his blood, in order to write that of 
our pardon in its place. He brought us 
into his new covenant by virtue of a new 
teſtament, whereby as the finſt begotten among 

| | many 


. 
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many brethren, he calls us to the participa- 
tion of his heavenly inheritance (Rom. 

viii 29.). But as a teſtament does not take 
place till after the death of the teſtator, he 


ſhewed his laſt will by his very death, 


whereby we are become the lawful heirs of 
eternal glory. 

Hence it is that the evangelic law is 
called the new teſtament, which was con- 
firmed by our Saviour's death; and that 
his blood is called 2% blood of the eternal teſ- 
tament (Heb. xii. 20.) ; becauſe after the 
teſtator's death, nothing can be changed in 
the teſtament; and by the price of our Sa- 
viour's blood, we were delivered from the 
ſlavery of the devil, reſtored to the liberty 
of the children of God, and to the right 
of poſſeſſing the on which we had loſt 
by ſin. 

VII. But Chriſt; who knew of what con- 
ſequence it was to us to follow his doc- 
trine, if we would not loſe again the goods 
he had acquired us, and how much we 
ought to fear the enemies, which he had 
overcome in ſuch a manner, as to have 


left them the power of exerciſing our vir- 
tue, failed not to ſhew us in himſelf amidſt 


his torments, the truth of his doctrine, 
and the artifices of our enemies; that none 
might be excuſed on account of ignorance, 
in a condition ſo neceſſary for obtaining the 
poſſeſſion of the heavenly anetztanee, 
Thus 


* 
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Thus being elevated upon the croſs, he 
openly condemned, by his example in the 
fight of heaven and earth, the pride of 
life, the diſorderly ſenſual pleaſures, the 
vanity of riches, and all manner of diſ- 
obedience to the law of God; and at the 
fame time taught us the perfection of all 
virtues which we ought to practiſe. But 
by teaching us the virtues, he heightened 
the value thereof, ſanctified them in his 
perſon, and gave a new merit to the hatred 
of ſin, purity of heart, the pains of this. 
life, abnegation of ſelf-will and our own 


judgment, privation of worldly pleaſures, 


patience in adverſity, meekneſs and humi- 
lity, poverty of ſpirit, love of enemies, 
fidelity in temptations, and to perfect cha- 
rity towards God and our neighbour : and 
becauſe every thing cannot be expreſſed, 
he preſented himſelf to us as a mirror 
wherein we clearly ſee the evangelic truths, 
without any danger of illuſion or ſurpriſe : 
for nothing ſhall be approved of in the 
judgment of God, but what was approved 

on the croſs, | 


— 


CONTEMPLATION 

On Chriſt living on the croſs. 
4\HOU art wholly mine, O my Sa- 
_ viour! thou art all for me, wholly 


ſacrificed to my neceſſities and ſalvation. 
What 


DG CS 
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What thou haſt taken of me was the ſub- 


ject of thy labours, and the ſource of my 


happineſs. Thou art poor by what thou 
haſt from me, and I am rich by what I 


have from thee. But the goods which I 


poſſeſs in thee are ſo great, that I cannot 
eſteem myſelf poor. 

Thou hadſt no need of me, when thou 
waſt cloathed with my fleſh : thou tookeſt 
it only to give it to me, to ſuffer for me 
and to make thyſelf be loved by m 
Thou art not content with delivering it 4 
entirely for the price of our redemptions, 


thou waſt pleaſed there ſhould be no part 


of it but what ſuffered, and was to me a 
proof of thy love. Thou giveſt to me 
thy divinity, which communicates an infi. 
nite virtue to every thing thou doſt, and 
to all thou ſuffereſt for me. Thou giweſt 
me thy humanity drowned in a ſea of ſut- 
ferings; thou giveſt me that head crowned 
with thorns; that hair bloody and torn 
off; thoſe cheeks livid and bruiſed ; thoſe 
eyes ſwelled up and bathed with tears; that 
mouth moiſtened with gall and vinegar 


thoſe feet and hands pierced with nails; 


that fleſh torn; thoſe nerves ſtretched ; 
and thoſe bones diſlocated : thou giveſt me 
thy thoughts, thy deſires, thy honour, and 


thy life. 
Thou leaveſt me alſo, in dying, thy 


bleſſed mother; and requireſt her to be 


mine. Thou reconcileſt me to thy eternal 
father, 
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father, communicateſt thy merits to me, 
offereſt me thy mercy, and ſatisfieſt thy 
juſtice for me: thou dieſt that I may live, 
ſheddeft the very laſt drop of thy blood 
to purity me, and workeſt all thoſe. prodi- 
gies by the extreme love thou haſt for 
me. 

IT. O infinite goodneſs ! how mch bet- 
ter thou obſerveſt the precept of love which 
thou haſt given me, towards me who am a 
ſinner, than I obſerve it in regard of 
thee, tho* thou art my Lord and my God! 
Thou loveſt me with 'thy. whole heart, 
with thy whole ſoul, with all thy power, 
with.all thy ſtrength, with thy whole body, 
with all thou haft, and with all thou art ; 
and thou giveſt me all theſe things fo li- 
berally, in order to make up for me an im- 
menſe treaſure of eternal bleſſings. O thou 
God of iny heart! O thou true - life of my - 
ſoul ! I cannot have for fo great a love, 
either the eſteem, or acknowledgment 
which it deſerves; but I adore ith praiſe it, 
and bleſs it, to the utrnoſt of my power. 

Why have I not the ardour and purity 
of all the angels, of all che faints of hea- 
ven, and of all the juſt on earth, in order 
to love thee as they love thee; and to cor- 

reſpond at leaſt in ſome manner to the ex- 
ceſs of thy ch Larity-? But thou doſt all theſe 
things, O my God! in a manner propor- 


tioned to what thou art, that is, with an 
infinite 


258 Contemplation on XLIV. ſuffering. 


infinite perfection; and for my part, as I 
am miſerable, I do every thing miſerably. 
Thou haſt alſo vouchſafed, by an excels 


of condeſcenſion, to become weak with the | 


weak, poor with the poor, and to appear a 
finner with ſinners; to make us com- 
prehend, that thou doſt not expect from 


us ſuch works as are equal to thine, but 


that thou art content with our poverty and 
good deſires. I remit therefore into thy 
hands, O my God! all that I have, and 
all that I am. I offer to thee all that I 
have received from thee, that is, my body, 
my foul, my ſenſes, my ſtrength, and my 
be, I for ever conſecrate to thy ſervice 
what talents, friends, wit, knowledge, 
goods of nature, fortune, and grace, thou 
haſt given me; and I 1 all at the foot of 
thy croſs. 
III. Hitherto, O my Saviour 1 have 
made a very bad uſe of thy gifts: thou 
haſt beſtowed them abundantly upon me, 
that I might employ them in thy ſervice, 
and in meriting thy grace and glory; and 
I have employed them in offending thee, 
and in meriting thy wrath, and my own 
condemnation. But I return to thee, O 
my God! with the whole extent of my 
heart, and abandon myſelf entirely to all 
the pains, whether interior or Gro, 
which chou ſhalt pleaſe to inflict upon me 
for my ſins, or for thy ſervice. 

I conjure 
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I conjure thee by the love which thou 
teſtifieſt to me,. to receive the offering I 
make thee. Enter, O Lord! into my 
ſoul, ſee by my eyes, hear by my ears, 
ſpeak by my mouth, and become the prin- 
ciple of all my motions. Inflame my heart 
with thy love, ſupport me with thy hand, 
make me walk in thy footſteps, pardon me 
the evil I have committed, pardon in me 
what diſpleaſes thee, crucify me with thee, 
for thee, and in thee, O my love, and 
only hope. | 
Since thou giveſt me all thou art, and 
all thou haſt, grant that I may be content 
with thee alone, that I may deſire none but 
thee alone, and that I may ſigh only after 
thee. Be thou alone my treaſure, my life, 
my repoſe, my ſafety, and my glory. May 
my ſoul feek thee alone, may it eſteem it- 
ſelf happy in finding thee alone, may it 
ſweetly repoſe in thy arms, and may it for- 
get every thing elſe, even itſelf, in order 
to think no longer of any thing but thee. 
IV. What wonder, O Lord! the croſs 
and the hours thou remaineſt thereon are 
ſevere only to thee, and ſinners find their 
comfort, their eaſe, and remedy therein. 
Every hour is to thee a cruel agony, by 
the decaying of thy ſtrength, and the 
weight of thy body, which augments thy 
pains, by enlarging thy wounds. The in- 
faults and abuſes of thy enemies, are re- 


newed every moment ; the ſeverity of the 
_ croſs 
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croſs is not mollified; the eternal father 
abates nothing of his rigour; the ſun re- 
fuſes thee its light; ; every thing; contributes 
to torment thee + p and we alone find our 
advantage in thy torments. Thou re- 
ſerveſt to thyſelf alone, O divine and in- 
nocent lamb ! all the pain and bitterneſs of 
the croſs; and vouchſafeſt that it be to me 
a ſource of ineffable ſweetneſs. May thy 
love be bleſſed and praiſed in all ages. 

For it is true, O Lord! that all my 
happineſs is in the croſs. If I am a flave, 
I find my liberty therein; if I am perſe- 
cuted, I find a refuge therein; if I am at- 
flicted, thou giveſt me comfort therein; 
and if I am oppreſt by falſe witneſſes, thou 
teacheſt me the eternal truth therein, If 
my friends abandon me, I become thy ſon 
thereby; if I am aſſaulted, thou defendeſt 
me thereby ; if I am unjuſtly condemned, 
thou juſtifieſt me thereby; if ] fin, thou 
pardoneſt me thereby; if I am weak, thou 
ſupporteſt me thereby; if I go aſtray, thou 
calleſt me back thereby ; it I return, thou 
receiveſt me thereby; if I am ignorant, 
thou inſtructeſt me thereby; if I am blind, 
thou enlighteneſt me thereby; it 1 fall, 
thou raiſeſt me up thereby ; it I am luke- 
warm, thou makeſt me fervent thereby; 
it I am fervent, thou inflameſt me till 
more thereby ; if I profit, thou aſſiſteſt 
me thereby; and if I perſevere, thou 


crowneſt me thereby. 
Ve. It 
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V. It is in thy croſs that I enjoy a ſolid 


repoſe, and a real conſolation. Tho! I 
weep under the croſs, yet I am content 
therewith ; and the tears I ſhed there, are 
a thouſand times ſweeter than all worldly 
joys. On every occaſion, at every time, 
in every place, and in every ſtate, thou art, 
O my crucified Jeſus! my hope and ſecu- 
"rity. Thou art the ſincere friend, the 
faithful companion, the prudent maſter, 
and the charitable father of my ſoul. _ 
When I conſider thy hands aftd feet 
pierced with nails, thy head crowned with 
thorns, thy whole body covered with blood 
and wounds, and when I approach to thee, _ 
I perceive my heart inflamed. with love. 
Tho? thou art nailed to the croſs, weakened, 
dejected, languiſhing, and dying, yet thou 
receiveſt me when I come to thee. All li- 
vid, all bloody, and wholly deſpiſed as 
thou art, thou ſeemeſt beautiful, amiable, 
charming, and adorable to me. 
What do I then, O my God! where am 
I, when IT am not with thee ? I find thee 
ſevere only when I fly from thee, and dread- 
ful only when I forget thee : for if I uſe 
any endeavour for returning to thee, and 
embracing thy croſs, I diſcover that I was 
deceived. Thou ſoon makeſt my heart 
ſenſible of thee, thou receiveſt me, em- 
braceſt me, and heapeſt thy bleſſings upon 
me. O that I had never forgotten thee |! 
that I had never departed from thee ! Love 
thou, 
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thou, O my ſoul ! this divine Saviour, and 
forget every thing elſe for his love. The 


world cannot do thee any thing but harm, 
and Jeſus has taken all thy evils upon him- 


ſelf, and has given thee his love with all 


his bleſſings. 
O holy croſs ! the faithful companion of 
my Saviour ; thou haſt poſſeſſed him for a 


long time; let him deſcend and give him 


to me, that I may receive him in my ſoul ; 
or rather enter thou with him into my foul, 


that I may remain faſtened to him and thee, 


and that I may never be either without him 

or thee. Here it is that my miſeries muſt 
end, that the old man muſt be renewed, 
and that I muſt begin to live in the new- 
neſs of the ſpirit of Jeſus. 

VI. O divine croſs | tho' Jeſus be not 
wearied with ſuffering, be thou wearied in 
tormenting him. Thou alone haſt deſerved 
to bear the victim and ſacrifice of the world, 
the ſource of grace, and the price of ory: 
Bow down thy branches, O tree of life 
Soften thy hardneſs, and treat that inno- 
cent body with leſs rigour. 

And thou, O Lord come at laſt, after 
ſo many torments, to repoſe in my ſoul 
that deſires thee fo earneſtly, to which thy 
prefence is ſo ſweet and fo neceſſary ; fill 
it, poſſe ſs it, ſince thou haſt created it, and 
accompliſh in it the work which thou haſt 
begun on the croſs. 
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O moſt bleſſed mother of God! inſepa- 
rable companion of our Saviour's crols, 
you ſee with how much labour he has 
ſought me: prevail by your interceſſion 
that he may not have laboured in vain ; 
and obtain me the grace to live for the fu- 
ture only in him and by him. O celeſtial 
choirs | who have learnt of Chriſt to love 
ſinners, and who rejoice in the converſion 
of one alone, beg for mine of our Lord, 


that being wholly his, I may defire nothing 


more than to be crucified with kim. Amen. 
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What CHRIST teaches and condemns on 
the croſs. 


() Divine light! that enligbteneſt ſouls 


fitting in darkneſs and in the ſhadow of 
death, that reſtoredſt ſight to the blind To- 
bias, when, touched with thy beauty, he 
purified his foul, that he might receive thy 
whole brightneſs, and place all his hope in 
thee. O eternal light! that couldſt not be 


darkened, either by the affronts wherewith 


they vainly endeavoured to cover thee, the 
company of thieves that are on thy ſides, 
the eclipſe of the ſun, or the whole malice 
of thy enemies. O pure light! that ſhi- 
neſt with an increated ſplendor, revealeſt 
to us the ſublimeſt truths, diſcovereſt to 


us 


264 bat Chriſt teaches on the croſs 


us the illuſions of human life, and clearly 
ſheweſt us the way to heaven; that becam- 
eſt ſenſible to the thiet that blaſphemed 
thee, to the executioners that crucified 
thee, to the ſtars that obſcured thee, and 


to the rocks that were rent: dart one of 


thy rays upon this blind and ungrateful 
heart, that it may fee what thou condemn 
eſt and approveſt on the croſs. Warm this 
heart with the love of thy divine wiſdom, 
with the hatred: of all things which thou 
prohibiteſt, and with a defire of tollowing 
every thing thou teacheſt. 
| Firſt inſtruftion. | 

The foundation of a worldly life, and 
the unworthy engagements which hinder us 
from following Chriſt, and withdraw us 
from the obedience and love we owe to 


God, are, concupiſcence of the eyes, that is, 


the deſire of worldly goods; concupiſcence of 
the fleſh; and pride of life. This is what 
makes us forſake the fountain of living wa- 
ters, to ſeek for poiſon'd ſtreams. We are 
always inſatiable, . ſenſual, proud, and as 
preſumptious as if we were ſomething, tho' 
we be nothing. We. love ourſelves. more 
than God, who is our ſupreme happineſs, 
and who alone deſerves to be loved. Be- 
hold what the fon of the living God, and 
the maſter of cternal truth, was pleaſed to 
deſtroy upon the croſs, by his love, his 
ſufferings, and his death. His filence 


complains, and his example alone con- 
demns, 
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demns, baniſhes, and denounces a male- 


diction againſt a worldly lite, with every 


thing that is built on that foundation. 
And to begin by pride of life, we ſee 
that Chriſt being equal to his father hum- 
bled himſelf, out of his love to our ſouls, 
ſo far as to deliver himſelf up to thoſe who 
intended to bind him, ſtrike him, affront 
him, crucify him, and put him to death. 
Though he was the g of glory, the only ſon 
of the eternal father, he figure of his ſub- 


ſtance; the ſplendour of the ſaints, and the 


divine majeſty whom we adore, yet he be- 
came @ worm, a reproach of men and out-caſt 
of the people. How can we exalt our- 


ſelves, ſeeing him ſo humble? If he ſuf- 


fered them to abule his divinity, humanity, 


and truth; to calumniate his works, his 


life, and his doctrine, what can the proud 
expect? It is by the humiliations of the 
croſs that he reigned, entered into his glo- 
ry, and ſhewed. to all mankind how much 
he eſteems the humble, and hates the 
proud. 1 | l 

Humble my pride, O humble Jeſus! 
May thy divine ſpirit become ſenſible to 
my miſerable heart, and conſume therein 
that innate root of pride, which increaſes 


and ſtrengthens with me; which follows 


me every where, inſinuates itſelf into all 
my works even the moſt holy, and per- 
haps has ſome ſhare in the prayer I am 
now making to thee. Extend thy arms, 

K O Lord! 
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O Lord! ſhew in me the power of thy 
grace, and confound my pride. Inſpire 
me with a ſincere hatred and contempt of 
myſelf; a cordial and intimate love of hu- 
mility, that I may be worthy of being thy 
diſciple, love what thou loveſt, and follow 
what thou teacheſt, and ſhun pride which 
thou abhorreſt. | 
Second inſtruction. > 8 
Humility ſubje&ed Chriſt to his father, 
ſo far as to ſuffer the ignominious death of 
the croſs, out of obedience and love. He 
taught us thereby how we ought to eſteem 
obedience, and that we mult obſerve the 
law of God, even at the expence of our 
honour, our blood, and our life, by re- 
jecting every thing contrary thereto, as the 
eſt and poiſon of our ſouls. He declares 
to us alſo, that he will not hear thoſe who 
defend their non-obſervance of his law by 
excuſes and pretences; or who obſerve it 
otherwiſe than he has commanded; and 
that thoſe perſons live in a moſt dangerous 
illuſion. Miſerable finners that we are! 
alas, how many faults to be expiated, and 
how many evils to be healed, does that 
precious blood find in us! How much 
more power have the law of the world, 
and human reſpect, over us, than zeal for 
the divine law, and how blind is the world 
we follow 
O God of mercy! draw my whole heart 
to thee, and permit me no longer to walk 
| | in 
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in the ways of iniquity. I return to obe- 
dience : my preſent reſolution is to live for 
the future in an entire ſubmiſſion to thy 


will, and to ſuffer rather a thouſand deaths 


than to diſpleaſe thee. I for ever renounce 
the laws of the world, and every thing I 


have committed againſt thine. Pardon me, 


O Lord! by the virtue of thy wounds ; 
and grant I may never more depart from 
the obedience I owe thee. 

Compel, O my Saviour! all ſouls to 
come to thee, by the ſweet violence of thy 
love; ſubject them thus to obedience. O 
that we were all aſſembled in the ſame fold, 
that we all heard thy voice, and that we 
followed thee every where, O divine ſhep- 
herd of our ſouls! O love, that canſt do 
all things ; heat, dilate, and inflame all our 
hearts. Deſtroy this ſpirit of independency 
and revolt. May we be all ſubject to thee 
out of love, ſince thou haſt redeemed us 


all by love; and may we place our whole 


glory in being the ſlaves of thy goodneſs 
and beauty. 
Third inſtruction. 

The other foundations of a worldly life 
are, the love of pleaſures, and the deſire 
of poſſeſſing the goods we fee : theſe two 
paſſions blind us in time, and make us loſe 
the happineſs of eternity. Hence it is that 


Chriſt ſo openly condemns them on the 


croſs. He is poor, naked, and abandoned 
thereon to that degree, as not to find any 
2 8 one 
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one that would give him ſo much as a lit- 
tle to drink in the burning thirſt he en- 
| dures. | He is ſo overwhelmed with pain, 
that there is no part of his body free from 
it; that he cannot reſt his head but upon 
thorns, nor ſupport his body but upon 
nails, which tear his feet and hands. He 
Expires at length in the midſt of torments 
and reproaches, in the Riten of all 
manner of help. O worldly life! O va- 
nity of the human mind! O deſire of 
riches! O ſenſual delights! O ſhameful 
pleaſures! O unworthy amuſements! which 
corrupt fouls ; what place will ye find in 
our Saviour's croſs ? 

Mercy, O my Jeſus! alas, how many 
times have I loſt thee, for having loved 
what thou condemneſt upon the croſs ? 
How many times have I eſteemed the ſa- 


tisfaction of my body more than the com- 


munication of thy ſpirit ? O divine good- 
neſs! Here my tongue muſt be ſilent, and 
my heart muſt bitterly lament over the 
abomination of my thoughts, deſires, and 
affections. I have ſinned, O Lord! I 
have often ſinned, I have grievouſly ſin- 
ned. I confeſs all my crimes and miſeries 
before thee, Have mercy on me, O my 
God! O wounds of Jeſus, aſſiſt me! O 
croſs of Jeſus, defend me ! O juſt judge, 
command all torments to fall upon me, 
and all creatures to arm themſelves againſt 
me, 
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me, to revenge the offences I have com- 
mitted againſt thee. | Es 
Or rather, O ſweet Jeſus! change me 
in this moment; make my heart paſs from 
the fleſh to the ſpirit, from vanity to truth, 
and from earthly things to heavenly ones. 
Let my life be no longer irregular, or, it 
it is not to ceaſe from being fo, let it finiſh 
entirely: for it is much better to die, tha 
to offend thee. O that thou wouldſt cru- 
cify, O Lord! my eyes, my tongue, and 
all the ſenſes and deſires of this earthly 
man ! Since thou alone canſt do it, do it 
now; that from henceforth I may live only 
for thee and in thee; ſincerely love thy 
holy truths; and hate every thing that 1 
have loved contrary to thy law. 
3 Trourib inſtruction. | 
Chriſt propoſes himſelf upon the croſs 
to men, as a model at which they ought 
to look continually ; and as a maſter whom 
they ought always to hear: and he declares 
to them at the ſame time, that what he 
there approves, muſt fave them; and what 
he there condemns, muſt deſtroy them. 
That in all our exterior works, and in all 
our interior motions, nothing ſhall be 
agreeable to him but what may be juſti- 
fied by the croſs; and that every thing 
contrary thereto, ſhall be rejected. If we 
go aſtray after this, it will be our 'own 
fault, ſince we have the crucifix before 
our eyes. If we are blinded by our de- 
M 3 fires z 
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fires; if we ſeek to obſcure by vain pre- 
texts this ſo pure and ſo clear a truth, or 
to weaken it by falſe reaſons, we deceive 
ourſelves ; becauſe in effect we will not 
ſubmit ourſelves to the lights of the divine 


__wildom. 


Turn away my eyes, O Lord! from all 
vanity, and from myſelf, that I may al- 
ways behold thee,, that thou mayſt be al- 
Ways preſent to my mind, and that my 

heart may praiſe and bleſs thee continually 

for all the favours thou granteſt me by thy 
cCroſs. $1 ps 
Tit inſtruction. 

Chriſt not only diſcovers to us on the 
croſs the illuſions of a worldly life, and 
deſtroys all the foundations thereof; but 
he alſo teaches us moſt clearly the whole 
perfection of a ſpiritual life. For by his 
croſs he has conſecrated the mortification 
of all diſorderly love, the ſincere and en- 
tire reſignation to the divine will, humility 
of heart, and ſimple obedience, with a pure 
love and diſengaged from all carthly affec- 
tion. Behold the high-way of a {ſpiritual 
life, which he opens to us, wherein he 1s 
pleaſed to be our guide, our maſter, and 
our model. = 

He propoſes to us at the ſame time the 
rule of pure love, which conſiſts in diveſt- 
ing ourſelves of all things, to be only with 
God alone; in following Chriſt naked, in 
a perfect nakedneſs of ſpirit; in loving 
without 


What Chriſt teaches on the croſs. 271 


without rule or bounds ; in loving by ſuf- 
fering, and in ſuffering by loving, without 
tearing difficulties, and without excuſing 
ourſelves on account of our weakneſs ; be- 
cauſe pure love can do all things, and fears 
nothing. It even acts in reſt; is free in 
- ſervitude ; burns without being conſumed ; 
and lives in the midſt of death ; becauſe 
Jeſus crucified is its life. 3 

The ſoul thus finds true liberty in the 
purity of its love: for that liberty conſiſts 
not in doing what one will, and in ſuffer- 
ing no contradiction; but in being diſen- 
gaged from all creatures, and united only _ 
to Chriſt; inſomuch that we poſſeſs him 
freely; that we be not hindered either by 
love, hatred, or any other paſſion; that 
nothing prevent us from ſuffering for him, 
from leaving all to follow him, from de- 
ſpiſing all that he has deſpiſed, and from 
loving all that he has loved, ſo far as to 
deſire to become for his love, the horror 
and reproach of men. 

The ſoul that has the happineſs of being 
crucified with Chriſt, participates in ſome 
manner in the qualities of glorious bodies. 
For when it has once received the impreſ- 
ſion of pure love, and is ſtrictly united to 
its Saviour, it becomes as it were impaſſi- 
ble in a mortal fleſh ; becauſe it is never 
either dejected by ſadneſs, or elevated by 
joy; and being ſupported and transformed 
by love, to which it has given itſelf up, 
=D M 4 | - = BY 
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by loſing itſelf with all its ſenſes and pow- 
ers, ſenſible objects cannot diſturb it. It 
finds itſelf then in ſome manner like the 
ſoul of Chriſt, which enjoying the ſight of 
God, was ina cceffible to that ocean of ſor- 
rows, which had overflowed the whole in- 
terior part. 

We may add that the ſoul which loves 
God purely, poſſeſſes the gift of charity 
by the light of thoſe truths whereby it is 
illuminated. For as our Saviour's humi- 
liations could not obſcure the ſplendor of 
his divine wiſdom ; ſo the purity of the 
evangelic maxims never ſhines clearer in 
the ſoul, than when it is ſurrounded with 
the darkneſs of the world. 

It has alſo the gift of ſubtilty, which 
makes it break thro? all the obſtacles that 
oppoſe its union with God; as our Savi- 
our, aſter his reſurrection, entered into the 
room where the apoſtles were, the doors 
being ſhut ; and penetrated the heavens in 
his glorious aſcenſion, 

In fine it is endowed with a kind of 
agility, which elevates it in an inſtant from 
earth to heaven, and carries it every whi- 
ther, where 1ts love deſires it to be. 

Is it poſſible, O God of my ſoul! that 
being enlightened with thoſe heavenly 
truths, hien thou teacheſt me on the 
croſs, I ſhould ſtill crawl in the duſt, and 
never elevate myſelf above terreſtrial affec- 


tions? All that I can do, O Lord ! in the 
ſituation 
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: ſituation Jam in, is to embrace thy feet, 
and to beg mercy of thee. Let thy wel 
beloved children eat at thy table the divine 
bread which thou breakeſt to them, it is 
enough for me, that am a miſerable ſinner, 
to gather up with the Canaueam woman the 
crumbs that fall from thence, till it ſhall 
leaſe thee to look upon me as one of thy 
children, and to exalt me to the purity of 
thy love. Give me, O Lord! the ſpirit 
of thy croſs, the light of thy eternal truths, 
and the love of thy adorable perſon. O 
love! O infinite ſweetneſs, O thou hope 
and life of my ſoul ! hearken to my vows, 
and b me into thee. Amen. ; 
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The captempl. of his perſon, 8 of the truths 
which be teaches. 


UR Saviour endured in the whole 
courſe of his paſſion, a very troublc- 

ſome ſort. of pain, whereof we have al: 
ready ſpoken in ſeveral] places, but which 
we ought to conſider more carefully he eres 
Becauſe it began again with more violence; 
during the time he Temained' On. the. Crols. 
This pain Was to hear the "abuſive ralleric ich 
chroyn Cut againft him And his docktint. 
M. 57 | For 
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For thoſe that paſſed by, thoſe that beheld 

him, and thoſe that were crucified with 

him ; the prieſts, magiſtrates, and the peo- 
le; all in fine made game of him, and 
oaded him with maledictions. 

That meek lamb heard all thoſe things 
with an invincible patience ; but not with- 
cout an extreme pain. He had ſuffered two 
great affronts the night before. The firſt 
in Caiphas's houſe, where after having blind- 
folded him and ſtruck him in the face, they 
obliged him as a falſe prophet, to divine 
who had ſtruck him. 

The Jews had often experienced chat he 
penetrated the bottom of hearts, that their 
molt ſecret thoughts were known to him, 
and that having "endeavoured in vain to 
ſurpriſe him by crafty deeds, they had al- 
ways been forced to withdraw with confu- 
fion. They reſolved to be revenged of 
him, when they ſaw him in their hands, 
by inſulting his divine wiſdom ; and like 
Joſeph's brethren, who deſigning to put 
him to death, treated him as a dreamer and 
a whimſical perſon, in regard of the truths 
he had foretold them : they gave our Savi- 
our out of rallery, the name of prophet, 
in order to diſcredit his predictions and 
doctrine in a more offenſive manner. Be- 
ing children of thoſe who formerly could 
not endure the ſplendor that ſhone from 
Moſes's countenance, when he had been 
ſpeaking to God; they veiled our Savi- 


our's 
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our's eyes, which enlightened their dark- 
neſs, and ſo remained in their blindneſs ; 
but that veil prejudiced none but them- 
telves : for it did not hinder Chriſt from 
ſeeing into the bottom of their ſouls, and 
it deprived them of his fight, whoſe coun- 
tenance was to have rendered them happy. 

He ſuffered the ſecond affront in Pilate's 
houſe, where the ſoldiers, after having 


cloathed him with purple, and crowned 


him with thorns, as a mock king, ſtruck 
him again with the reed which they had 
put into his hand inſtead of a ſcepter. Our 
Saviour then, as if he had been convicted 
of impoſture, obſerved a profound ſilence, 
tho' it was eaſy for him to have ſhewn 
that he was the king of heaven and earth, 
by arming the elements and all creatures 
in his defence. But he would never per- 
mit any thing to diminiſh his pains and 
reproaches; to which may alſo be added, 
the unjuſt accuſations, the falſe teſtimonies 
given againſt him before the judges, the 
ſtrokes, injuries, and other bad treatments 
which he received, the ignominious manner. 
wherein he was dragged thorough the ſtreets 
of Jeruſalem ; and all that was done only 
for deſtroying in the minds of the people, 


the reputation which he had acquire among | 


them, the truth of his miracles, and the 

purity of his doctrine. | | 
II. But when he was nailed to the croſs, 
he bore contempts and mockenes, which 
| many 


276 XLV. ſuffering of Chriſt. 
many ſaints have regarded as the greateſt 
torment of his paſſion 5 becauſe thoſe 


things which one is moſt ſenſible of, are they 
which torment the moſt. Now our Saviour 


had particular reaſons for feeling tlioſe con- 
tempts in a lively manner: for tho! his 
other pains were arrived at ſuch a height, 
as in appearance nothing could be added 
thereto ; yet they were at leaſt of ſuch a 
nature, that it is permitted to deſire them; 
that one may teſtify his love towards God 
by ſuffering them ; and that they-are the 
ſeed of a glory much more deſirable, than 
the pain is to be feared. But it is not ſo 
with blaſphemies againſt God, deriſion of 
eternal truths, and contempt of the divi- 
nity. And tho” theſe actions may ſome- 
times be borne with for juſt reaſons, yet 
they can never be loved nor deſired; be- 
cauſe they are always the object of a lawful 
hatred and deteſtation. 

Chnſt therefore, — the zca. of the 
divine honour, for which he gave his life, 
interiorly devoured, was much leſs tor- 
mented with the other pains he endured, 
than with the injuries done, againſt God. 


For his love rendered thoſe ſweet to him; 
W hereas he found nothing in theſe but what 


was abominable. A ſoul that has felt how 
pure God is, and has been penetrated with 
the zeal of his glory, may comprehend, 
tho* weakly, what our Saviour's interior 
bitterneſs was at that time, 

Taſtice 
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Juſtice and conſcience aſſiſt one in ſuffer- 
ing pain, when he is guilty; and when 
one is not ſo, he finds conſolation in his in- 
nocence; but the more love one has for God, 
and zeal for his glory, the more ſenſible 
one is of the contempt of his truth; and 
that ſenſibility is ſometimes ſo great, that 
a heroic virtue is neceſſary for ſupporting 
it. Our Saviour ſupported it with as much 
ſilence and moderation, as if he had felt 
nothing; and yet it is certain that that 

ain was as far above thoſe which he ſut- 
fered in his fleſh, as his love of his father 
exceeded that of his body. 

III. As Jeſus crucified between two 
thieves, was expoſed to all the inſults of 
the vileſt perſons; ſo there was none but 
who took the liberty of affronting him. 
They that paſſed by, bloſphemed him, ſoaking 
their heads: and ſaying, vah, thou who de- 
ſeroyeſt the temple of God, and in three days 
puildeſt it up again; ſave thyſelf: if thou be 
the ſon of God, come down from the croſs. 
(Matt. xxvii. 39.) Thus they diſcredited 
his miracles, and attributed to the temple 
of Feruſalem, what he had ſaid of the tem- 


ple of his body. 


In like manner the thief oriefts nd the 


ſcribes and elders, mocking at him, ſaid : be 
ſaved others, himſelf he cannot ſave : if he be 


the king of Iſrael, let him now come down from 
the croſs, and we will believe him. He truſted 
in God, Tet him now deliver him, if be is 

pleaſed 


278 XLV. ſuffering of Chriſt. 

pleaſed with him: for he ſaid: I am the ſon 
of God. (Matt. xxvii. 39.) The people 
cried out on the other hand : he ſaved 
others, let bim ſave himſelf, if this be the 
Chriſt the elect of God. 

The ſoldiers alſo made ſport with him, coming, 
and offering him vinegar ; and ſaying : if thou 
be the king of the Jews, ſave thyſelf. In fine 
the thieves that were crucified with him; re- 
proached him; and one of them ſpoketo him 
in ſuch an infolent manner, that the other, 


who began to feel the effect of grace, could 


not avoid reproving him. (Luke xxiii. 35.) 
But thoſe perſons who appeared fo uni- 


ted in the deſign of abuſing our Saviour, 
acted nevertheleſs by different-motives. The 
bad thief inſulted him out of impatience, 
and the vexation he had in dying on the 
croſs; the people out of licentiouſneſs, 


which is common; the prieſts out of ha- 


tred, pride, and the ſecret joy, which the 
ſucceſs of their enterpriſe inſpired them 
with ; and thoſe that paſſed by ſhook their 


koade to ſhew that the fraud was diſcovered, 


the truth d and the world un- 
deceived. 

Tho' the evangeliſts have expoſed this 
t of our Saviour's paſſion in few words, 


yet it may be judged by the ſury where- 


with the Jews were animated againſt him, 
that they faid many other things, which 
thoſe divine writers deemed unworthy of 
being related, For the Pbariſces did not 

fail 
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fail then to repeat that he was a poſſeſſed 
perſon, a Samaritan, and an impoſtor, that 
wrought miracles only by the help of de- 
vils. Some reproached him with the ſoli- 
tude, and abandoned ſtate he was in, after 


having been followed by ſo great a crowd 


of people. Others deſired him to preach 
to them from the croſs, the heavenly truths 
they were ready to hear. The people 
highly commended the prudence and equity 
of the magiſtrates, and gave them a thou- 
ſand bleſſings. All in fine, or moſt of 


them, condemned our Saviour, who know- 


ing at the ſame time the bottom of their 
hearts, and the purity of his doctrine, was 


moſt ſenſibly affected with their blindneſs. 


IV. This is a ſort of ſuffering where- 
with Chriſt often tries his moſt faithful ſer- 
vants, when he deſigns to purity them en- 


tirely from the love of themſelves, and 


from that of the world, that he may after- 
wards beſtow his gifts plentifully upon 
them. As a wile captain, he puts his 
braveſt ſoldiers upon the moſt difficult en- 
terpriſes, and expoſes them to the | moſt 


dangerous poſts, that they may acquire 


more glory. | 
The trial we here ſpeak of, is ſo much 
the more ſevere, as one has often to fight, 
not only againſt the repugnancies of nature, 
but alſo againſt the zeal of virtue. For it 
does not then ſuffice the ſervant of God to 
reſiſt his own inclinations, and the corrupt 
World; 
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world; he finds himſelf oppoſed by thoſe 


who paſs for good people, are ſuch even in 


reality, and think they do well in perſecu- 
ting him. Then it is he has extreme need 
of divine light and ſtrength, for knowing 
the error of thoſe that perſecute Inm, and 
for reſiſting ſo nice a temptation. | 

It is a great inſtruction for a virtuous 
man, to ſee that the prieſts and magiſtrates 
employed againſt Chriſt, not reaſon and 
juſtice, but artifice and authority; that 
they abuſed the ignorance of the people, 
and the licentioufneſs of tlie ſoldiers, to 
obſcure the truth; that the people approved 
of their conduct, not becauſe they were 
more holy, but becauſe they were more pow- 
erful; that the oppreſſion of the innocent 


was the effect of a knowing prudence; that 


men fulleſt of ambition, envy, and ſelf- 
love, moſt oppoſed our Saviour's doctrine, 
becauſe it contradicted their paſſions '#nd 
deſires; that the people abuſed him, out 
of a natural inclination they have to pleaſe 
the great and imitate them; and that the 
thieves crucified with him loaded him with 
injuries, becauſe they made alf their happi- 
neſs conſiſt in being delivered from tem 4 
ral evils, and becauſe they could not 
lieve that he Who did not deliver Himſelf 
from them, was the ſon of God. 
In fine, we lee they are all actuated ei- 
ther by hatred, intereſt, or malice; that 


the ny of holies paſſes fer a male factor, 


becauſe 
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becauſe he ſuffers the puniſhment thereof; 
and that his hope in God is regarded as a 
vain hope, becauſe God delivers him not 
from the puniſhment of the croſs. Such 
are the judgments of thoſe that perſecute 
the ſaints, under pretence of zeal and 
_ Juſtice. | l 
V. On the other hand we fee that the 
ſon of God embraces his croſs, in ſuch a 
manner, that death alone is capable of diſ- 
engaging him from it; that he ſays not one 
ſingle word to juſtify himſelf; that he con- 
ceals his power till the conſummation of 
his ſacrifice; that the eternal father, very 


far from defending him, abandons him to 


the inſults of ſinners; that one of the 
thieves. crucified with him was no ſooner 
illuminated with a ray of heavenly light, 
than he changes language and ſentiments, 
acknowledges the divinity of our Saviour, 
and deſires no more to be delivered from 
the puniſhment of the croſs, but only to 
be received into the kingdom of Chriſt. 
We ſee it is by the reproaches of the crols, 
that the ſon of God works ſo many won- 
ders, reigns in the hearts of his elect, is 
acknowledged by all nations, faves ſinners, 
and confounds his enemies; that thoſe who 
make profeſſion of following him, regard 
him as their model, and deſire not to 
overcome but as he overcame, 

If we will conſider attentively in what 


manner Chriſt governs his church, we ſhall 
eaſily 
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eaſily know how neceſſary it is that thoſe 
who are the members thereof ſhould reſem- 
ble their head. For that divine ſhepherd 
often permits his ſheep to be purſued and 
torn by the wolves. He gives up the head 
of his precurſor to the revenge of an adul- 


terous woman; the life of his apoſtles to 


the enemies of his name; and the goods, 
repoſe, and reputation of his ſervants to 
the malice of the wicked ; becauſe he 
. knows that his church is never more flou- 
riſhing, than when it is adorned with the 
examples, merits, and conſtancy of the 
—_— | 

We muſt not then be ſurpriſed if the 
world knows them not, and if it perſecutes 
them every where: it perfects their virtue, 
by deſiring to deſtroy them. As heaven 
is the country and kingdom of the cruci- 
fied, God permits them not to be known 
on earth, but only ſo far as is neceſſary for 
their meriting heaven. He leaves them in 
obſcurity and contempt, that they may 
figh continually after a better life ; that 
they may expect only from God alone their 


happineſs and glory; and that the world 


may not boaſt of having honoured the 
children of Gd. 

But that, being obliged to live among 
the wicked, they may not ſuffer themſelves 
to be ſeduced by the ardour of their zeal, 
they ought to be perſuaded of two impor- 
tant truths, 1 
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VI. The firſt is, that God is never more 
glorified, and that his divine power never 
appears with more luſtre, than when his 
ſervants are conformable to Jeſus crucified. 
For by calmly ſuffering contempt and op- 
preſſion, without being concerned about 
their own glory, they manifeſt that of God ; 
and the world, tho' blind as it is, diſcovers 
it at laſt in the conſtancy and purity of 
their virtue. | 
The ſecond is, that they ought above 
all things to be afraid of employing vio- 
lence and artifice, for preventing their per- 
ſecutors ; for beſides ſuch a conduct bei 
directly contrary to the meekneſs of Chriſt, 


and making them loſe infinite treaſures, of 


merits, it is certain that the wicked always 
prevail againſt good people thereby. Thoſe 
who ſeek only to ſupport themſelves at the 


expence of virtue, and have not the fear 
of God before their eyes, are always much 


better inſtructed in the art of deceiving 
than others, of which they have made a 
particular ſtudy all their lite. But thoſe 


who walk in the way of pure virtue, love 
ſincerity and interior peace, and conduct 


themſelves according to the rules of a moſt 
heavenly prudence, the ſole application of 
which, is to ſeek in all things, what is 

moſt agreeable to God. | 
We are invincible, when we fight againſt 
thoſe ſort of enemies with arms which they 
are unacquainted with; which are, a pati- 
ence 
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ence proof againſt all bad treatment, a 
pure faith, a firm hope in God, a diſinte- 
reſted charity towards our neighbour, 
meekneſs, ſilence, and prayer for our per- 
ſecutors. For in theſe arms there is a di- 
vine virtue, which renders us always vic- 
torious, ſince Chriſt our head made uſe of 
them for overcoming the world, hell, and 
ſin. on | 


CONTEMPLATION 


On Crit, concerning the contempt they had cf 
his Iruths. | 


EF EWA and earth, the juſt and 

4 ſinners, the angels and ſaints adore 
thee, O thou God of my foul! Let me 
adore thee, and praiſe thee, and bleſs thee 
with them; and let me render thee im- 
mortal thanks, for having vouchſafed to 
ſuffer on the croſs the contempt of thy di- 
vine truths.” It is true, O Lord! that 
thou waſt covered with reproaches, plun- 
ged in a fea of ſorrows, and overwhelmed 
with the waves of temptation. They were 
not content with making thy moſt ſacred 
body endure the cruelleſt torments, they 
even ſtood up againſt thy divinity : and 
becauſe it was inacceſſible to pain, they 
preſumed 
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preſumed to affault it by ſacrilegious ralle- 
ries, Which the zeal of God's glor y, con- 
ſuming thee interiorly, rendered thee infi- 


nitely ſenſible of. 


The wounds of thy body, the falſe te- 
ſtimonies, blows, and the other reproaches 
of thy paſſion, were indeed very ſevere 
pains to thee; but they were mitigated by 
the pleaſure thy love took in ſaving ſinners, 
and obeying thy father. But to ſee and 
hear them abuſe the ſovereign truth, and 
the divine nature which dwells in thee; to 
ſuffer thyſelf to be treated as an impoſtor, 
thou who inſpiredſt the prophets, ſearcheſt 
the bottom of hearts, and from whom all 
truth proceeds, is a torment, which no cre- 
ated mind can comprehend the greatneſs 
of: and yet, among all theſe blaſphemies 
which rend thy heart, thou keepeſt a deep 
filence, allowing thy enemies to triumph ; 
and tho* thou art thyſelf the divine truth, 


thou doſt not confound falſnood and ca- 


lumny. 
II. Whence comes this inſatiable pati- 
ence, O divine love! Wilt thou then endure 
all manner of torments in the higheſt de- 
gree? And why muſt there be nothing in 
thee, but what is tormented ? Whips, 
thorns, the croſs, and a thouſand other 
uniſhments are inſufficient for thee ; thou 
muſt alſo behold thy holy doctrine and di- 
vine truths, become the ſubject of the ral- 
leries and blaſphemies of the people. Ra 
32 | ere, 
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Here, O Lord! my heart finds itſelf 
filled with bitterneſs, and my mind ſeized 
with aſtoniſhment. Thou haſt reſerved for 
thyſelf, O Saviour of my foul ! that ſea of 
pains ; becauſe, for ſupporting it, a divine 
ſtrength was requiſite, according to which 
thou . thy labours. For that 
pain is far above the force of nature; and 
if thy ſervants ever happened to be able to 
ſuffer any thing like it, they are indebted 
to thee for the ſame, O my God ! and their 
conſtancy was thy work. 

I love thee, O divine Jeſus ! I love thee : 
and that deep ſorrow, wherewith I ſee thy 
heart penetrated, inflames mine ſo, that J 
wiſh I could be conſumed with thy love. 
The love thou haſt for me, is unbounded, 
not only in its tenderneſs, but alſo in its 
ſtrength : thou art not content with loving 
me infinitely, thou wilt alſo ſuffer infinitely 
for me. Here it is, O my Saviour! that 
I ought to confeſs my weakneſs before 
— | 
III. When I think I am able to ſuffer 
ſomething for thy love, my ſoul conceives 
a joy thereon, When I imagine thy ene- 
mies are coming, to fall upon me, in order 
to make me abandon thy ſervice, I find 
myſelf full of ſtrength, and reſolved to re- 
fiſt them unto death. Even when thy 
ſervants perſecute me, tho' that perſecution 
be much more ſenſible to me, yet I ſuffer 
it alſo, being perſuaded that thou permitteſt 
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it for the puniſhment of my faults. But 
when I find myſelf obliged to ſuffer for 
having loved the truth, and been faithful 
in obeying thee, tho' I be convinced thou 
haſt given me an example thereof, and tho? 
I deſire to imitate thee, yet. that degree of 
perfection frightens me; and the very truth 
for which I ſuffer, which ought to be my 
conſolation, redoubles my pain. 
When I behold thy enemies, in order to 
maintain a falſhood againſt thy glory, ren- 
der the cleareſt truths doubtful among men, 
I own, O Lord! that that injuſtice over- 
whelms me, I find myſelf too weak for 


ſupporting it, and have then more need 


than ever of thy help. I acknowledge 
however, O my God, and my maſter! 
that I ought to love thee without meaſure, 
and ſuffer without diſtinction whatever thou 
ordaineſt : that after ſeeing thee endure, 


with an invincible patience, the deriſion of 


thy eternal truths, the reſolution I ought 
to take, if I am perſecuted for virtue, is 
that of meekneſs and ſilence ; and without 
ſeeking here below, with a vain diſquiet, 
the cauſes of what afflicts me, my whole 
occupation ought to be, in diſcovering thy 
hand, and adoring thy permiſſions. 

IV. O divine lamb, O ſovereign wiſdom ! 
whence is it, that after having taught me 
ſuch pure maxims, and expreſſed to me ſo 
great an exceſs of love, thou doſt not ac- 
compliſh thy work in me ? Why doſt mm 

| et 
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let me lead a tepid and languiſhing life? 
Why doſt thou not transform me entirely 
into thy love and imitation ? Thou hadiſt, 
O Lord! very juſt reaſons not to ſuffer 
thoſe blaſphemies; and yet, that nothing 


might be wanting in the perfection of thy 


ſacrifice, thou ſufferedſt them in ſilence : 
and as for me, when I deſire to enter into 
myſelf, I find that my little patience, and 
extreme delicacy, proceed not only from 
the infirmity. of nature, but from a ſecret 
pride, which has already taken too deep 
root in me. If thy example be incapable 
of remedying that diſorder, there is nothing 
but thy love that can heal it. 

Thou knoweſt, O divine maſter of my 
ſoul ! that the pretexts I ſeek for withdraw- 
ing myſelf from thy conduct, commonly 
cauſe me more pain, than I ſhould have in 


ſuffering what thou ordaineſt : for then I 


diſquiet, trouble, and loſe myſelf; and 
very far from entertaining chriſtian ſenti- 
ments, I have not thoſe of a rational man. 
Let me not fall into this blindneſs, prevent 
me by thy mercies, and govern me ac- 
cording to thy good pleaſure; ſince thou 
knoweſt what is neceſſary for me to become 
like thee. Let croſſes and tribulations fall 
upon me from all ſides, and in every man- 
ner as thou pleaſeſt ; as thou art the faith- 
ful friend of my foul, I am ſure they will 


come to me from thy love. 
| Subject 
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Subject every thing in me therefore to 
the obedience I owe thee. May I have no 
longer any other deſire than that of pleaſing 
thee, nor any other reaſon than that of thy 
will. Reſtrain my tongue, that I may be 
filent; curb my thoughts, that I may be 
recollected in thee ; and dilate my heart, 


that I may follow thee every where, and 


eſteem myſelf happy in ſuffering for thee. 


When ſhall I have the ſame ſentiments 


towards thee, O divine father of my ſoul ! 
as thou haſt for me ? If thou who art my 
God and ſupreme maſter | haſt vouchſafed 
to ſuffer to ſuch exceſs for teſtifying thy 
love to me; ſhall I do too much, I who 
am but a worm of the earth, it I joyfully 
embrace the occaſions, wherein I can ſhew 
that I love thee? O my Jeſus, and my 
love! place in me for thee what is in thee 
for me. Since thou loveſt me ſo ardently, 
inflame me alſo with thy love. Since thou 
giveſt thyſelf wholly to me, deſtroy alſo 
in me whatever is contrary to thee. 
V. I here confeſs, O Lord! before thy 
majeſty, my extreme blindneſs. It is true 
that by thy mercy, I do not blaſpheme 
ainſt thee, as the Jews do, who imagine 
that if God were thy father, he would make 
it appear, by delivering thee from their 
hands; and that if thy miracles and doc- 
trine were true, thou wouldit convince the 
world thereof, by deſcending from the 
croſs. I do not infult thee, as the bad 
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thief does, who believes thee without power, 
becauſe thou doſt not ſave thyſelf, and him 
with thee. But tho' I have very oppoſite 
ſentiments, and tho* I acknowledge thy ſo- 
vereign power, yet I find my heart full of 
diffidence and uncertainty in occaſions of 
wa: FAS 

When thou aſſiſteſt me in my neceſſities, 
and ſatisfieſt my deſires, then I bleſs thee, 
O my God ! ſing thy mercies, and publiſh 
thy goodneſs in remembring me; but if 
thou beginneſt to try me by tribulation, if 
I am in want of any thing, if thou with- 
draweſt thy ſweetneſs, and if thou leaveſt 
me in drineſs, I become ſad, dumb, and 
languiſhing ; and my voice, which ecchoed 
before in praiſes and bleſſings, ſends forth 
nothing but ſighs. So true it is that I am 
always like myſelf; that is, flothful, blind, 
miſerable, naked, and deſtitute of all good. 
Illuminate me therefore, O divine light! 
diſſipate in me all theſe falſe opinions; 
teach me to praiſe thee, love thee, and ac- 
knowledge thee equally in labour and reſt, 
in proſperity and adverſity, on Calvary and 
Thabor ; for thou art every where the ſame, 
always a charitable father, a faithful friend, 
and a liberal benefaftor. 

When we behold a public thief ſuffering 
near thee, with ſo perfect a reſignation, 
the puniſhment he has incurred by his 
crimes, thy power appears no leſs, than it 
thou deliveredſt him from the croſs. When 

| 4 thou 
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thou movedſt the centurion to confeſs aloud 
that thou art the ſon of God, and the other 
ſpectators of thy death to return home, 
ſtriking their breaſts, thou ſheweſt no leſs 
who thou art, than if thou didſt reſiſt all 
the endeavours of thy enemies. Thy di- 
vine power is manifeſted ſtill more in thy 
empire over hearts, than in the empire thou 
exerciſeſt over bodies. For that reaſon, O 
Lord! it is thou permitteſt falſnood to 
triumph, in the eyes of an ignorant peo- 
ple, over thy holy truths, the knowledge 
of which thou reſerveſt to the experience 
of love. | 

VI. O heavenly fire ! that pierceſt the 
clouds wherewith they endeavour to darken 
thy ſplendor ; and that burneſt in the hearts 
of the ſaints under the aſhes of tribulation. 
O divine Jeſus! how well does pure love 
acknowledge thee for the true ſon of God, 
upon the croſs whereon thou art nailed, 
and thorough the reproaches wherewith 
thou art covered! It not only believes and 
confeſſes thee, but it alſo inſpires a faithful 
heart with the deſire of being crucified 
with thee. 

Who can expreſs, O my God!] the won- 
ders which thy croſs operates in a ſoul that 
is empty and diſengaged from the creature ? 
What light does it diffuſe therein ? what 
ſecrets does it communicate to it? with 
what riches does it fill it? Thou re-eſta- 
bliſheſt in three days according to thy pro- 
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thief does, who believes thee without power, 
becauſe thou doſt not ſave thyſelf, and him 
with thee. But tho' I have very oppoſite 
ſentiments, and tho' I acknowledge thy ſo- 
vereign power, yet I find my heart full of 
diffidence and uncertainty in occaſions of 
trial. 
When thou aſſiſteſt me in my neceſſities, 
and ſatisfieſt my deſires, then I bleſs thee, 
O my God] ſing thy mercies, and publiſh 
thy goodneſs in remembring me ; but if 
thou beginneſt to try me by tribulation, if 
I am in want of any thing, if thou with- 
draweſt thy ſweetneſs, and it thou leaveſt 
me in drineſs, I become ſad, dumb, and 
languiſhing ; and my voice, which ecchioed 
before in praiſes and bleflings, ſends forth 
nothing but ſighs. So true it is that I am 
always like myſelf; that is, flothful, blind, 
miſerable, naked, and deſtitute of all good. 
Illuminate me therefore, O divine light ! 
diſſipate in me all theſe falſe opinions; 
teach me to praiſe thee, love thee, and ac- 
knowledge thee equally in labour and reſt, 
in proſperity and adverſity, on Calvary and 
Tabor; for thou art every where the ſame, 
always a charitable father, a faithful friend, 
and a liberal benefactor. 

When we behold a public thief ſuffering 
near thee, with ſo perfect a reſignation, 
the puniſhment he has incurred by his 
crimes, thy power appears no leſs, than it 
thou deliveredſt him from the croſs. When 

thou 
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thou movedſt the centurion to confeſs aloud 
that thou art the ſon of God, and the other 
| ſpectators of thy death to return home, 
ſtriking their breaſts, thou ſheweſt no leſs 
who thou art, than if thou didſt reſiſt all 
the endeavours of thy enemies. Thy di- 
vine power is manifeſted ſtill more in thy 
empire over hearts, than in the empire thou 
exerciſeſt over bodies. For that reaſon, O 
Lord! it is thou permitteſt falſhood to 


triumph, in the eyes of an ignorant peo- 


ple, over thy holy truths, the knowledge 
of which thou reſerveſt to the experience 
of love. 

VI. O heavenly fire] that pierceſt the 
clouds wherewith they endeavour to darken 
thy ſplendor ; and that burneſt in the hearts 
of the ſaints under the aſhes of tribulation. 
O divine Jeſus! how well does pure love 
acknowledge thee for the true ſon of God, 
upon the croſs whereon thou art nailed, 
and thorough the reproaches wherewith 
thou art covered | It not only believes and 
confeſſes thee, but it alſo inſpires a faithful 
heart with the deſire of being crucified 
with thee. Peck 

Who can expreſs, O my God ! the won- 
ders which thy croſs operates in a ſoul that 
is empty and diſengaged from the creature ? 
What light does it diffuſe therein? what 
ſecrets does it communicate to it? with 
what riches does it fill it? Thou re-eſta- 
bliſheſt in three days according to thy pro- 
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miſe, the temple of thy moſt ſacred body, 
_ deſtroyed by the puniſhment of the crols ; 

and in one moment thou raiſeſt up the 
hearts of thy ſervants oppreſſed by the 
croſs, in order to make them the living 
temples of thy glory. Thou ſaveſt them 
by crucifying them, comforteſt them by 
tormenting them, and purifieſt them by 
diſtreſſing them; and what in appearance 
ought to deſtroy them, changes them, re- 
news them, and enriches them. 

O God of my heart! how great glory 
is hidden under thy reproaches ! what free- 
dom does the enlightened ſoul find in thy 
chains, what reſt in thy labours, and what 
ſweetneſs in thy crols! How weak and 
powerful, great and humble, amiable and 


art truly an unknown God, and it thoſe that 
encompaſs thee love thee not, it is becauſe 
they know thee not. O infinite love, pure 
love, and ſincere love! ſince thou burneſt 
for me, why doſt thou not alſo burn in 
me ? What wouldſt thou have of me, O 
divine love! when thou ſuffereſt ſo much 
for me, and calleſt me ſo often to thee ? 
Here I am, wholly ready to obey thee, per- 
form thy work in me, change me, trans- 
form me and conſume me, O eternal love, 
omnipotent love! which canſt do whatever 
thou wilt, and canſt not be overcome by 
all thou ſuffereſt. 

: O moſt - 
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O moſt pure virgin! obtain me that af. 
fliction of love wherewith your heart is 
wounded. Far from weakning your vir- 
tue, it ſupports your life, and makes you 
remain, with ſuch great conſtancy, at the 
foot of your ſon's croſs. Ye ſaints of hea- 
ven! who live of love, refuſe me not your 
interceſſions; love that divine Jeſus for 
me, that I may die in his love, and may 
continue to love him with you for all eter- 


nity. Amen, 


XLVI. SUFFERING of CHRIST. 


Judas and the bad thief 's 7mpenitence. 


Atred, fear, ſorrow, and joy ariſe 
from love: for we hate every thing 

that is contrary to the object we love, fear 
to loſe it, are ſorry for having loſt it, and 
are glad in rhe poſſeſſion of it. He that 
knows how much Chriſt loves ſinners, what 
he has done for teſtifying his love to them, 
and what he ſuffered to ſave them, may 
eaſily comprehend how far that charitable 
ſhepherd was ſenſible of fear for being the 
occaſion of the ſpiritual ruin of many, of 
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joy for the ſalvation of others, and of ſor- 
row tor the loſs of others. 

It cannot be doubted but one of the 
greateſt torments of his paſſion, was the 
ſight of thoſe children of Adam that were 
ro periſh, by their own fault in not mak- 
ing uſe of the ſalutary remedies which were 
Prepared for them with ſo much labour and 
expence. But he was particularly ſenſible 
of the loſs of thoſe who were the miniſters 
of his death, for whom, and in whoſe ſight 
he ſhed his blood: for he could not behold 
without a moſt lively ſorrow, that thoſe 
_ unhappy perſons ſhould damn themſelves, 
by the very things which he ſuffered for 
ſaving them. | 

It was, without doubt, for expreſſing 
the pain of his paternal heart, that he ſaid 
by the prophet T/azab, (i. 24.) theſe very 
ſurpriſing words: alas, I will comfort myſelf 
upon my adverſaries; and will be revenged of 
my enemies, That is, ſince by their own 
fault they have not profited by my blood 
and mercy, my only conſolation ſhall there- 
fore be in abandoning them to my juſtice, 

IT. But ſince Chriſt was ſo deeply con- 
cerned at the loſs of all the reprobate, how 
much more was he ſo at the damnation of 
thoſe whom he had tenderly loved, and to 
whom he had offered ſuch favourable oc- 
caſions for ſaving themſelves | Such were 
the traitor Judas and the bad thief; one 
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ſate at our Saviour's table, and the other 
was his companion on the croſs. 

It cannot be denied but Fudas received, 
as well as the other apoſtles, moſt abun= 
dant graces of ſalvation, not only for him- 
ſelf, but alſo for many others whom he 
ought to have ſaved with him. For Chriſt 
had withdrawn him from the world, to 
place him in the number of his choſen di- 
ſciples, with whom he entruſted his moſt 
ſecret thoughts, whom he inſtructed with a 
particular care, who were his inſeparable 
companions in labour and reit. How many 
admirable examples of the moſt heroic vir- 
tues did that perfidious apoſtle behold in 
the conduct - of his divine maſter ! How 
many words of eternal life did he hear 
from his ſacred mouth | How many times 
did he taſte, in a moſt holy familiarity, 
ſuch ſweetneſſes as were capable of con- 
verting devils! He received trom him the 
power of working miracles, and even 
wrought many. He often delivered the 
poſſeſſed in the name of Jeſus Chrift ; and 
all thoſe ſingular graces, and thoſe moſt 
ſenſible proofs of our Saviour's power, did 
not extinguiſh in that unhappy wretch, the 
{ſpirit of avarice, which induced him to 
el his maſter. 

III. That charitable maſter did not in 
that moment abandon his perfidious diſci- 
ple. He made uſe of moſt powerful gra- 


ces, in order to withdraw him from ſo 
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black a perfidy. He gave him his body to 
eat, and his blood to drink, at his laſt ſup- 
per. He communicated to him the power 
of remitting fins, and of facrificing the 
ſpotleſs lamb, according to the teſtimony 
of St. Auguſtin and St. Leo, He waſhed 
his feet, and added alſo to thoſe exterior 
marks of goodneſs, many interior motions. 
But ſeeing nothing ſoftened the hardneſs of 
that impenitent heart, he at laſt declared 
to his apoſtles that one of them was to be- 
tray him, and that it were better for him 
that was to betray him if he had never 
been born. 
That miſerable wretch was not moved, 
either by the careſſes, or threats of our Sa- 
viour, who vouchſafed to receive a kiſs 
- from him in the garden of Olives, and up- 


——þÞraided him, for the laſt time, with his 


perfidy, in words capable of ſoftening the 
ſavageſt heart in the world. Friend, ſaid 
he to him, what art thou come for? Is it 
with a kiſs thou betrayeſt the ſon of man? 
This laſt ſtroke, which was ſo lively and 
penetrating, was alſo unprofitable. 
But when Judas ſaw that Jeſus was con- 
demned, and that the ems would not take 
back the money wherewith they had paid 
for his treaſon; inſtead of having recourſe 
to the clemency of him whom he had be- 
trayed, he hanged himſelf out of deſpair, 
and gave up his miſerable ſoul into the 


| hands of devils. Thus it is that this di- 
vine 


XLVI. ſuffering of Chriſt. 297 


vine maſter, who forces not the wills which 
he has created free, had the ſorrow to ſee 
a diſciple periſh whom he had prevented 
with a thouſand favours, and who had ne- 
ver wanted the. neceſſary helps for ſaving 
himſelf. | 
IV. Chriſt, as it were to repair that loſs, 
ſeeing that one of the thieves who were 
_ crucified with him implored his mercy, 
_ promiſed him paradiſe immediately, and 
teſtified thereby how much joy the ſincere 
return of a ſinner gave him. It is with 
difficulty he condemns ſinners, when he 
ſees them obſtinate in their ruin, and al- 
ways pardons thoſe with pleaſure who have-. 
recourſe to his goodneſs. The very incli- 


nation he has to pardon, is a certain proof 


of the ſorrow he feels when he is obliged 
to puniſh. 1 

Thus the thief crucified at Chriſt's left- 
hand, having the ſame opportunity as the 
other of obtaining pardon for his crimes, 
and being capable as well as he of being 
waſhed with the blood which was ſhed for 


all ſinners; it cannot be doubted but that | 


our Saviour was moſt ſenſibly affected at 
ſo obſtinate an obduracy. For that miſe- 
rable perſon had heard Chriſt beg with a 
loud voice mercy for ſinners of his eternal 
father. He had ſeen in him a patience 
more than human, a ſilence and meekneſs 
proof againſt all kind of affronts and blaf- 
phemies. He had ſeen the eclipſe of the 
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ſun, the earthquake, and the repentance of 
his companion, v.ho openly confeſſed his 
fin, accepted with a humble iubmiſſion to 
the divine juſtice the puniſhment of the 
croſs, acknowledged the innocence and roy- 
alty of Chriſt, by ſay ing to him, Lord, be 
mindful of me, when thou ſhalt come into thy 
Kingdom (Luke xxili. 42.). In fine he was 
witne!s to the promiie our Saviour made to 
that penitent thiet, of putting him that 
very day in poſieſi on of paradiſe; and 
without being: touched by that example, in 
the fight of Chriſt's blood which flowed 
abundantly, and under the ſhadow of the 
tree ot lite, he died in his fin. 

T he ſon of God, as a juſt judge, con- 
demued him then; but as the redecmer, a 
father, a faithiul friend, and a cha ritable 
herd. he could not tehold without an 
extreme ſorrow that unhappy ſheep periſh 
thro' his own -obſtinacy, at the very foun- 
tain of ſalvation Thus our Saviour's 
torr ents, tho? very great and ſenſ ble, were 
ſtill much augmented by the interior an- 
* which his love for ſinners occaſioned 

* 73 

V. We learn here a moſt important 
truth, but of infinite conſolation to us. 
Which ! is, that Chriſt deſires our ſalvation 
more earneſtly, and has a deeper ſenſe of our 
loſs, than we can ever either have a deſire of 
the one, or be ſenſible of the other; that he 

has at all times and in every hour, his arms 
open 
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open to receive repenting ſinners ; and that 
he offers the treaſures of his graces to all 
thoſe that are willing to receive them. We 
clearly ſee it in the conduct he obſerves in 
regard of the good thief, whom he was. 


pleaſed to ſave the firſt of all men, by the. 


confeſſion of the true faith, and by the mo- 
tion of a ſincere charity. For in him the 
ſon of God has given us a certain aſſurance, 
that the ſame place wherein that converted 
thief entered firſt, is open to all ſinners. 
hut it is true that this aſſurance which is 
ſo certain on God's part, becomes doubtful 
by the example of Judas and the bad thief: 
for if there be any places at all, where ſal- 
vation ſeems ſecure, it is in heaven among. 
the angels, on earth among the apoſtles, 
and in death ſuffered at Chriſt's ſide; and 
yet the angels were not ſure of their ſalva- 
tion in heaven, from whence many fell; 
nor Judas in the apoſtolical ſtate, where he 
was loſt; nor the bad thief in the company, 
of Jeſus crucified, where he found his con- 
demnation. No grace of Chriſt ſaves a 
free creature, unleſs that creature co- Ope- 
rates freely, and uſes the means of ſalva- 
tion which Chriſt offers it; but he Who,, 
forgetting himſelf, abandons himſelf to his | 
irregular appetites, may be aſſured. of his 
ruin; and the graces he receives from God, 
will only ſerve to render him more guilty. 
St. Gregory relates, in the fourth book of 
his. dialogues, the terrible example of a. 
| man,, 


— Roe RG RoagAy af * 
— 1 . Po Wer yy, "UI I 4 ery es Ye —— 


300 XLVI. ſuffering of Chriff. 

man, who dying in his ſin, found himſelf 
damned for ever; and being raiſed up to 
life again, by a miracle of the divine mercy, 


led afterwards ſo diſorderly a life, that dy- 


ing a ſecond time, he returned again into 
the eternal miſery from which God had 
taken him. | | 
Chriſt in the goſpel requires the fervant, 
to whom he entruſts his talents, to improve 
them, under pain of being condemned to 
exterior darkneſs ; to teach us that he who 
makes not a good uſe of God's graces, 
ought not to hope for any ſhare in his 
kingdom. The humble ſervant, that takes 
care, of his ſoul, lives in the fear of God, 
is faithful to his grace, and, always taken 
up with the thoughts and defires of pleaſing 
him, unites himſelf to him by love, is he 
alone that ſecures his eternal ſalvation. 
VI. That our confidence in the good- | 
neſs of God, may not make us neglect our 
duties, as it happens but too often; and 


that no one may depend upon his laſt hour, 


dy aſſuring himſelf that the grace of a true 


repentance will not be wanting to him at 


that time; let us remember what St. Au- 


guſtin teaches, ſpeaking of the converſion 


of the good thief. It is certain, ſays 
« that father, that he who at the laſt mo- 
« ment of his life, turns to God with his 
«© whole heart, ſhall receive mercy ; but 
« it is very uncertain whether he who has 
4A . | <« ſpent 
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„ ſpent his life in the forgetfulneſs of God, 
and has neglected ſo many graces of his 
„ ſalvation, will be — converted 
% amidſt the pains of ſickneſs, and the 
5 terrors of death. For that reaſon it is 
that God, having propoſed to us many 
examples in the holy ſcriptures of ſin- 
ners converted during the courſe of 
their lite, points out but one fingle man, 
who is the good thief, converted at the 
% hour of death; that none of us may 
promiſe ourſelves a like happineſs, out 
of a preſumptuous confidence.” 


cc 
(e 


— 


CONTEMPLATION 


On Chrift in the forrow he felt on the loſs of 
Judas, and the bad thief. 


| [ OW admirable is thy goodneſs, O 
divine Jeſus! What charms has thy 
meckneſs for — Thy looks convert 
ſouls, thy words ſoften their obduracy, thy 
converſation reclaims them from error, and 
thy company unites them to thee by the 
bonds of an agreeable captivity. Thou art 
always amiable, always faithful, and al- 
ways generous. Thou facrificeſt thyſelf 
entirely for our ſalvation, and {pareſt thy- 
ſelf in nothing, for teſtifying thy love to 

| . 
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us, and for gaining ours. Thou ſanctifi- 
edit Magdalen the ſinner at thy feet, Zacheus 
by entring into his houle, Matthew by call- 
ing him. to thee, Paul by reproaching him 
for his unjuſt perſecution, and Peter by 
looking upon him. 

Thou didft eat with ſinners, ſoughteſt 
them with earneſtneſs, receivedſt them with 
mercy, defendedſt them with goodneſs, and 
enrichedſt them with magnificence. Thou 
juſtifiedſt the publican, and pardonedſt the 
thief. Thou haſt left no ſinner without a 
remedy ; and all thoſe that periſh ought to 
attribute their ruin only to the obſtinacy of 
their own will. Thou haſt taken more 
care of their ſalvation, than of thy own 
honour and life. Thou deliveredſt thyſelf 
up for them, weepedſt for their evils, ex- 
piatedſt their ſins, ſufferedſt the puniſh- 
ments which they. had deſerved, and ſhew- 
edſt on all occaſions how ſenſible thy heart 
was of the miſeries they brought upon 
themſelves. 

II. Since all thoſe that are loſt occaſion 
thee ſo. lively a forrow, what muſt that be 
thou felteſt at ſeeing Zadas periſh in thy 
company, and the thief at thy fide ? None 
but he that loves thee, O my God! can 
comprehend' what the bitterneſs of thy ſoul 
was then; becaule he alone knows the ex- 
tent of thy love. Thoſe two ſinners were 
near thee, under thy hand, and as it were 
in thy nets. Thou waſt entirely ready to 

| take 
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take them from the devil; but they ruined 


then:ſelves, and their obſtinacy and ruin 
was more ſenſible to thee than thy croſs. 


Was it ſtill neceſſary to add that pain to all 


thoſe thou ſufleredſt? 


May thy divine love, which can forget 


nothing for the ſalvation of ſinners, be eter- 
nally bleſied, O my God and redeemer ! 
Even when Judas was felling thee, thou 
didſt conſecrate him; thou madeſt him a 
prieſt of the ſacrifice whereot thou art the 


victim; gaveſt him thy body to eat, and 


thy blood to drink ; waſhedſt his feet; 
ſpokeſt to his heart; ſuffe:edſt him to em- 
brace thee; treatediſt him as a friend when 
he was a traitor ; madeſt uſe of every thing, 
for gaining him, of love, tear, ſweetneſs, 
ſeverity, careſies, and threats; and didft 
go to ſuffer for him with a heart full of 
tenderneſs, tho thou kneweft thy ſuffer- 
ings would be unprofitable for him. Thus 
that unhappy diſciple was loſt, becauſe he 
would be ſo; and by ruining himſelf he 
left thee with thy ſoul pierced with grief. 
III. Thy love began to feel comfort, 
when thou beheldeſt a penitent thief at thy 
right hand, and thou immediately pro- 


miſedſt him the poſſeſſion of thy kingdom; 


but the obſtinacy of the other preſently re- 
newed thy ſorrow. O divine love! that 


art never blind, tho* thou art exceſſive in 
regard of ſinners; doſt thou then thus for- 


get thy own torments, that thou may ſt 
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only be ſenſible of our loſs ? O inſatiable 
fire! O paternal bowels! O true, pure, 
fincere, generous, and prodigal friendſhip ! 


O Jeſus, ſo ſevere to thyſelf, and ſo cha- 


ritable to ſinners ! is it poſſible that I ſhould 


not love thee with my whole heart? How 


can I ſpend one ſingle moment of my life 


without loving and ſerving thee ? O that I 


could be wholly buſted with thee, as thou 
art wholly buſied with me! When fhallÞ 
ſee that happy time? ſhall it be always de- 
layed, and ſhall I never be wholly thine ? 
Make haſte, O my God! to inflame me 
with thy love, and to reunite in thee alone 
all the thoughts of my mind, and all the 
deſires of my heart : this is what thou de- 
fireſt of me, O Lord! but it is what I 
cannot attain to without thy help. 

Content thyſelf with the pains I have oc- 
caſioned thee by my diſorderly lite, and do 
not augment them by the loſs of my ſoul. 
At this moment I reſign myſelf for ever 
to thy will, receive me into the number of 
thy children, crucify me with thee in time, 


and permit me not to be ſeparated from 


thee in eternity. 45 

IV. O king of glory ! O maſter of heaven! 
O ſhepherd of my ſoul ! behold here ano- 
ther thief whom I preſent to thee, to com- 


fort thee for the loſs thou haſt lately had. 


Jam this thief, O my God ! thou knoweſt 
Jam no leſs guilty than he whom thou ſeeſt 
periſh at thy left hand, nor leſs wortby than 


he 
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he of the puniſhment he endures, T have 
ſquandered away the talents of nature and 
grace which thou hadſt entruſted me with ; 
and inſtead of improving them in thy ſervice, 
J have abuſed them in offending thee. I 
have a thouſand times ſtolen thy glory by 
my pride and vanity, in attributing to my 
labour, care, and merit, what I owed to 
thy grace and mercy. I have frequently 
ſinned againſt juſtice, by preferring the il- 
luſions of the world and the fleſh to thy 
holy truths, and allowing myſelf to be cor- 
rupted by the ſolicitations of my ſelf-love. 


Alas! my life has ſcarce been any thing 


elſe but a ſeries of actions worthy of 
death. 


ſtroyed me, O my God! by very juſtly 
delivering me up to the power of devils, 
and to the puniſhments of hell ? but by 
thy infinite mercy thou haſt always borne 
with me, and haſt expected me till now 
with an ineffable patience ; thou knoweſt 
how greatly I have abuſed it, and art not 
wearied with ſo long a delay. But in fine, 
now 1s the hour wherein I am to return to 
thee; receive this ſinner more criminal 
than thoſe that are crucified with thee. 
Give me the croſs whereon thou art 
blaſphemed, that its virtue may not be loſt; 
thou haſt ſanctified that croſs by thy virtue, 
it is reſerved for me. Grant, O Lord! 


that IJ may be faſtened thereto, and _ 
nify 


8 


How many times mighteſt thou have de- 
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nity thyſelf by me for the loſs of that im- 
penitent thief. 

I confeſs, with the good thief, that thou 
art the king and Lord of heaven; that 
thou canſt give me it this day if thou wilt; 
and that thou never refuſeſt it to thoſe, 
who return to thee with a ſincere forrow 
for having offended thee. Upon the ſame 
crois, where I behold thee covered with 
blood and wounds, I acknowledge thee for 
my God, my Saviour, and the only ſon of 
the ae father, I am perſuaded that 
whatever thou ordaineſt me to ſuffer for my 
fins, is far leſs than what they deſerve. But 
thou, O innocent lamb ! ſuffereſt unjuſtly :; 
for thou never didſt any evil, and thou art 
the ſource of all good. 

V. Remember me, O my Saviour! ws IR 
thou ſhalt be in thy. kingdom, and give me 
at preſent the place which the bad thief 
poſſeſſes ſo impatiently ; that having been 
a companion of thy croſs, I may enter one 
day with thee into thy glory. For I dare 
not aſk thee, O Lord ! to grant me that 
favour this day, as thou didſt to the good 
thief; L know too well how unworthy ] 
am thereof ; only beg of thee to nail me 
this day to the croſs, and leave me thereon _ 
as long as thou pleaſeſt. It is true nothing 
is nearer heaven than the croſs, that it is 
the ſureſt pledge of glory, the channel of 
thy mercies, and the throne of thy love: 
but after all, it is the way I ought. to fol- 
low, 
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low, and not the end I ought to aſpire to ; 
and it would not be reaſonable to deſire to 
attain the end, without walking in the way 
which leads thereto. 

I beg of thee therefore, O Lord! not 
the recompence which J have not deſerved, 
but the labour which is neceſſary for my 
deſerving it; in a word, the croſs and thy 
grace. This is all I deſire at preſent: for 
my happineſs in this life is to abide near 
thee, O my Jeſus! who art the paradiſe of 
crucified fouls, There it is I ſhall find the 
aſſurance of thy kingdom, and the pardon 


of my ſins; that I ſhall become like thee ; 


that thou wilt give me thy love; that I 


Hall cloſely embrace thee, live for thee, 


renounce for thee every thing that is not 
thee, and die ſweetly in thee, in arder to 
reign gloriouſly with thee. 


O mother of God | refuge and advocate 
of ſinners, you who have comprehended 


better than any one, how many tears the 


lots of fouls coſt your ſon, becauſe you 
loved him more than any creature ever did; 
you ſee that his love towards men is not 


diminiſhed ; that it is, and always will be. 


the ſame ; refuſe not your protection to 


this {inner invoking you; obtain me the 
place of that obdurate finner, and the 


grace of perſevering therein, with a loving 


ſubmiMion till my laſt breath. And you 
Py thief, who eater this. day into. para»- 


diſe, 
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diſe, remember your like when you are 
arrived thereat, and aſſiſt me in meriting 


the croſs which ſaved you, the love which 
ſanctified you, and the glory which crowned | 
you. Amen. | 


5 
XLVII SUFFERING of CHRIST. 


His forrow in ſeeing the afflittion of his bleſſed 
mother, | : 


H E moſt bleſſed virgin had ſo much 
concern in our falvation, and in the 
ſufferings of her fon, that we cannot here 


_ diſpenſe with ourſelves, without an extreme 


ingratitude, in ſpeaking of the new pains 


of that afflicted mother. Her grief was 


to ſee her ſon, whom ſhe loved much more 
than her own life, plunged in a ſea of 
torments and ignominies; and our Saviour 
was alſo moſt deeply ſenſible of the point 
of that ſword of ſorrow, wherewith he be- 
held the heart of his moſt holy mother 
tranſpierced at the foot of the croſs. As 
ſhe had always been the perfect imitatrix of 
that wel-beloved ſon's heroic virtues, ſhe 
would alſo reſemble him in the manner of 
ſuffering ; but ſhe had interiorly a moſt ſe- 


vere combat to maintain: for ſhe was 
urged 
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urged on one ſide by the tenderneſs ſhe had 
for her only ſon, and on the other by the 
ſubmiſſion ſhe owed to the order of God, 
and by the deſire of the ſalvation of men. 
Her charity for ſinners, whoſe advocate 
ſhe already was, deſired that they ſhould 
have a remedy capable of healing their 
evils; and the motherly love ſhe bore to 
her ſon, whom that remedy was to coſt fo 
dear, could not think of it without horror ; 
her heart thus rent found no relief, but in an 


univerſal reſignation to the will of God. 


II. The ſaints that have applied them- 
ſelves moſt to the meditation of Chriſt's 
ſufferings, have thought, either by a pious 
conjecture, or by an extraordinary light, 
that our divine Saviour beholding the time 
of his paſſion approaching, to ſatisfy his 
love and obedience towards his bleſſed mo- 
ther, went to take leave of her, deſired 
her conſent for accompliſhing the work of 
our redemption, and declared to her that 
it was the will of the eternal father, that 
ſhe ſhould remain at the foot of the croſs, 
ſee her ſon expire thereon in the midſt of 
torments, and receive that crucified body 
in her arms; and when it was taken down 
from the croſs, that ſhe ſhould bury it with 
her own hands. He ſhewed her afterwards 
what ſhe was to do, and where ſhe ſhould 
remain till he roſe again; in fine, he re- 
commended his diſciples to her, and the 


reſt of the faithful, Not but that he had 


already 
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already told her before what he was to ſuf- 
fer for our ſalvation ; but in that moment 
he diſcovered to her the whole ſeries of his 
paſſion, that ſhe might accompany him in 
ſpirit, in the places where he ſhould ſuffer. 

It is probable that this interview was not 
ſpent in a long diſcourſe, and that the eyes 
and heart had a greater ſhare than the mouth 
in the communication they then made of 
their ſentiments; but however in ſuch a 
manner, that the leaſt weakneſs that could 
any way diminiſh the perfection of their 
obedience and conformity to the divine 
will, did not inſinuate itſelf into the ten- 
derneſs they expreſſed to each other. For 
Chriſt, as the ſon of man, was naturally 
rouched with the ſtate of his blefſed mo- 
ther ; but becauſe he was God, he inſpired 
her with all the fortitude ſhe had need of 
in ſo great an affliction, and comforted her 
by moſt divine words, which that humble 
hand-maid carefully laid up in her heart. 

It is ealy to imagine here how happy ſhe 
would have eſteemed herſelf, could ſhe have 
been crucified in her ſon's ſtead, if it had 
been proper; and that ſhe would much 
rather have died herfelf than ſee him ſuffer. 
But becauſe God had ordained it otherwiſe, 
ſhe offered at leaſt the ſacrifice of her 
heart, whilſt Fe/as ſacrificed his body and 
life upon the croſs. 

III. While our Saviour was going to 
death, the bleſſed virgin followed him in 
| | . Ipirit, 
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ſpirit, plunged in a ſea of ſorrows, ſuffer- 
ing a mortal grief, and a kind of agony ; 
but yet always ſubmiſſive to the divine 
will. Thus it was ſhe entered into her ſon's 
interior diſpoſition, when he fweat blood 
and water in the garden of Olives, without 
loſing any of that. ſubmiſſion ſhe had to 
the orders of the eternal father. She per- 

| ſevered in that ſorrowful prayer, till the 
time ſhe was informed her ſon was in the 
hands of ſinners. For when he was taken; 
and the Jews, after having ſhut him up in 
a priſon, were gone home to take a little 
reſt, St. John came to give the bleſſed vir- 
gin an account of what had happened; 
telling her that our Saviour was already 
condemned to death by the Fews, and that 
he was to be led to Pate in the morning, 
that that Roman magiſtrate might confirm 
their ſentence. 

It is eaſier to meditate in filence, ks 
the converſation of the bleſſed virgin and 
the beloved diſciple was then, than to ex- 
preſs it by words. What may be mentioned 
here as moſt certain, is that ſhe did not 
give way to any of thoſe irregular motions 
ſo common to afflifted women; and tho? 
ſhe felt within herſelf an incredible ſorrow, 
ſhe let nothing appear outwardly that might 
offend the ſevereſt moderation and decency. 

IV. She departed from her houſe at ſun- 
riſe, to go in queſt of her ſon, and to fol- 
low him to the croſs. She went filently 


thorough 
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thorough the ſtreets of Jeruſalem, ſprinkling 
the way with her tears, and filling the air 
with her ſighs. Some pious women, fol- 
lowers of Chriſt, joined her ; and after 
walking ſome time, they met our Saviour, 
whom the Fews were leading to Herod ; 
but the crowd was ſo great, that they could 
not ſee him; they only heard the vocifera- 
tions of thoſe that abuſed him, and vo- 
mited out a thouſand blaſphemies againſt 
him. T4988 
That divine lamb on his part finding 
himſelf in the midſt of wolves, would have 
been glad to have ſeen his bleſſed mother; 
for it is common to perſons who love, to 
have a more lively feeling of their friends 
* abſence, when they are in affliction, and 
to deſire their preſence, tho? it muſt be to 
them an increaſe of pain. But the bleſſed 
virgin could not ſee her fon till he was 
 ſhewn to the people by Pilate; and then 
ſhe beheld him all bloody, quite covered 
with wounds, and entirely disfigured, 
_ cloathed with a ridiculous garment, hav- 
ing a crown of thorns on his head, and a 
reed in his hand. Jeſus knew ſhe was pre- 
ſent at this ſight, ſaw the bottom of that 
affficted heart, and felt his mother's pain 
no leſs, than the points of his own thorns. 
Beſides, that afflicted mother was not 
only tormented by the ſight of an object 
capable of killing her, ſhe alſo heard the 


falſe teſtimonies wherewith they wounded 
255 her 
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her ſon's. reputation, the maledictions they @® 
uttered againſt him, the outcries of thoſe 
that required a thief and murtherer to be 
referred to that innocent- lamb, and the 
author of life to be crucified. She heard 
the herald's voice that proclaimed the ſen- 
tence of death which Pilate had pronoun- 
ced; afterwards ſhe beheld that great croſs 
elevated, which our Saviour was to carry 
himſelf in order to be nailed thereon ; and 
when he began to walk, ſhe joined his re- 
tinue, ſhedding as many tears as he ſhed 
drops of blood ; and interiorly oppreſſed 
with a croſs of grief, which was no leſs 9 
| heavy than that ſhe beheld upon her ſon's | 
ſhoulders. | | 


| V. But when ſhe was arrived at the top | 
3 of mount Calvary, with the pious women | 
that had followed our Saviour, when ſhe 1 

had a near ſight of the whole apparatus of 
that puniſhment, which was ſo cruel and | 
ſo ſhameful at the ſame time, when ſhe 
heard the ſtrokes of the hammers where- 
with they drove the nails thorough the feet | i 
| and hands of her only ſon, when he ap- | 
peared exalted on the croſs, and ſhe came 
to conſider that exceſs of pains, which | 
motherly love repreſented to her in parti- + - i 
cular, being already weakened by the ſor- | 
rowful night ſhe had ſpent, the little nou- | 
x riſhment ſhe had taken, the tears ſhe had = 
ſhed, and beſides being a woman, a mo- | | 
ther, and conſequently ſenſible, unable to | 
Vor. III. TEE 2 ſurmounr 
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ſurmount the ſenſe of nature, or to ſup- 
port the greatneſs of her pain, ſhe fainted 
away in the arms of thoſe that accompa- 
nied her ; which often happens in extraor- 
dinary ſorrows, even to the moſt robuſt 
and couragious perſons, 

Then her tears being dried up, ſhe re- 
mained ſome time pale and trembling ; 
and afterwards coming to herſelf, not by 
any human aſſiſtance, but by a ſecret power 
which her ſon communicated to her, that 
ſhe might ſuffer ſtill more, and recovering 
all her ſtrength, ſhe aroſe, forced her way 
thorough the crowd with St. Fobn and the 
women that had followed her, and got to 
the croſs: there ſtanding, and fixing her 
eyes upon our Saviour, ſhe performed the 
office of our advocate, offering interiorly 
to the eternal father the pains and blood of 
their common ſon, with an earneſt defire 
of the ſalvation of all men. She was afraid 
to {ee him die, and ſhe ſuffered in ſeeing 
him live in torments, which were only to 
end by death. She withed that the eternal 
father would be leſs rigorous, and yet ſhe 
was willing that the orders of heaven ſhould 
be accompliſhed in their full extent. | 

That divine Jamb and that innocent ſheep 
beheld and underſtood one another mutu- 
ally; they were tormented by the pains of 
each other ; and thole pains were ſuch, that 
one may ſay, the more we conſider them, 
the lels we comprehend them. None but 


V 
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the two hearts of the mother and fon can 
Conceive the whole of their ſufferings ; be- 
cauſe the meaſure of their pain being that 
of their love, to know what they ſuffered, 
we mult know how much they loved : and 
we are very far from that knowledge, be- 


cauſe we are very far from their love. Let 


us endeavour therefore rather to enter into 


their ſentiments, each of us according to the 


degree of our light and charity, than to 
expreſs them here by our weak words. 

But tho? it ſeems nothing could be added 
to the bleſſed virgin's delolation, yet her 
heart being full of aMiction, ſtill received 
from time to time new ſhocks by the new 


circumſtances of her ſon's paſſion ; as when 


ſhe heard him ſay ſo amiably to his father: 

my God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken me? 
When ſhe ſaw the Jews preſent him gall 
and vinegar for quenching the burnin 

thirſt whereof he complained ; when he 
ſent forth that loud cry wherewith he ex- 
pired ; when ſhe received him dead in her 
arms at his being taken down from the 
croſs ; when he was buried ; and when ſhe 


ſaw herſelf deprived of the preſence of her 
wel- beloved, whoſe reſurrection ſhe ex- 
pected ſo earneſtly, that thoſe three days 


ſeemed to her three years. 
VI. We ſee in the true imitators of 


'Chriſt, who are arrived at the ſtate of pure 


love, an admirable effect of that perfect 
charity; they love and take pleaſure in 
ar 2” a their 
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and deſerved not to ſuffer any pain, becauſe 
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their own ſufferings, whilſt they bear with 


| Jorrow thoſe of their neighbour, ſo far as 


to wiſh to ſuffer them alſo, rather than to 
ſee others ſuffer them. Our Saviour has 
given us in the whole courſe of his life, 
but chiefly at the time of his-paſſion, moſt 
clear marks of his diſintereſted charity : 
for he was leſs ſenſible of the torments he 
endured by Fudas's treachery, than of the 
damnation of that ungrateful and perfidi- 
ous apoſtle. He declared to the daughters 
of Feruſalem who wept bitterly, when they 
ſaw him led to Calvary, that he was more 
afflicted at the miſeries wherewith they were 
threatned, than with his own puniſhment. 
When he was elevated on the croſs, as if 
he had forgot his own torments, his firſt 
Care was to beg pardon for thoſe that had 
crucified him ; which clearly ſhews that his 
love gave him a deeper ſenſe of the miſe- 
ries of his creatures than of his own. | 


Therefore it muſt not be doubted but 


the pains of his holy mother, whom he be- 


held at the foot of the croſs, were more 
fevere to him than the croſs itſeif. For 
that moſt pure virgin was worthier of his 


love than all the angels of heaven, and 


all the men on earth, and conſequently 
ſhe was loved more. As alſo no mother 
ever loved her ſon fo earneſtly and fo ten- 
derly : for ſhe had been the faithful com- 

anion of his labours, was holy, innocent, 


ſhe 


XLVII. ſuffering of Chriſt. 317 
ſhe had never been defiled with any {in 


and yet ſhe was the moſt afflicted of all 


mothers that were before, or came after 
her. Let us imagine, if we can, what 
pain it was for ſuch a mother, to ſee ſuch 
a a ſon expire in the midſt of ſo many tor- 
ments and reproaches. So fevere a croſs 
was reſerved for her alone, becauſe ſhe 
alone was capable of bearing it. It is true 
our Saviour, out of the reſpect he had for his 
mother, permitted not the executioners to 
ill-treat her; but the love ſhe bore her ſon 
tormented her much more than all the exe- 
cutioners could have done. _ 

VII. Our Saviour from the croſs ſaw 
that his pains pierced the heart of his moſt 
bleſſed mother, he knew all ſhe ſuffered 


then, and all ſhe was to ſuffer afterwards, 


for accompliſhing the eternal father's de- 
ſigns. Thoſe views were a new torment to 
the tender heart of Jeſus, and his father 
had ordained it ſo for compleating the ſuf- 
ferings of the ſacred humanity, and that 
nothing, might be added to the extent of 
that ſacrifice. This made ſeveral holy 
perſonages think, that this was the reaſon 
why Chriſt being on the croſs, and ſpeaking 
to the bleſſed virgin, did not call her his 
mother, for fear ſo dear a name might bring 
them both ſome comfort in their pains 
but only ſaid, woman, bebold thy ſon : for 
on the one hand, he would have his mother 


to ſuffer without conſolation, and to drink. 
O 3 as 
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as well as himſelf the moſt pure cup ; but 
on the other, he would not abandon her ; 
and thus in regard of her he kept a medium 


between weakneſs and ſeverity. 


He took care of her, ſpoke to her, gave 
her the diſciple he loved for a fon, and ſaid 
to that diſciple ; behold thy mother: as St. 


John there repreſented all men, our Savi- 


our commanded. us all, in the perſon of 
his diſciple, to honour and ſerve the bleſſed 
virgin as our mother. St. Zohn received, 
with an extreme gratitude, ſuch ſenſible 
marks of the goodneſs of Chriſt 5 and did 
not think that that dear maſter could leave 
him at his death a more precious inhe- 
ritance. 1 | | > 
VIII. It was nevertheleſs a great conſo- 


lation for that afflicted mother, ſtill to hear 


the voice of her only ſen. She knew that 
by adopting a ſecond ſon, ſhe ceaſed not 
to be the mother of the firſt, whom ſhe 
regarded as her creator and God. Feſus 


and Mary mutually underſtood one ano- 


ther ; betwixt thoſe two moſt pure hearts 
there was a ſecret communication, and they 
penetrated the ſentiments of each. other : 
thus the holy virgin accepted of St. John 
in ſuch a manner for her ſon, that ſhe ac- 
cepted of all men at the ſame time for her 
children; becauſe ſhe clearly ſaw that it 
was the will of Chriſt ; and that men, after 
having treated him ſo unworthily, would 
never preſume to return to him, if he had 

| nor 
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not given them his own mother for a 
mediatrix. 

She entered into all her ſon's intentions, 
aſſumed the heart of a mother for ſinners, 
and regarded them as the children of ſor- 
row, whom ſhe had brought forth at the 
foot of the croſs. Thus that ſea of tor- 
ments, wherein Jeſus and Mary were plun- 
ged, is become for ſinners a river of peace, 
and a fountain of bleſſings. Let us there- 
fore have our eyes continually fixed on thoſe 
models of perfection, let us conſecrate to 
their ſervice the remainder of our life, let 
us endeavour to follow the ſteps they have 
pointed out to us, and let us be perſuaded, 
that in order to be agreeable to God, we 
muſt become like Jeſus and Mary. 


—— — — — —— — 
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CONTEMPLATION 


On Chriſt, in the pain which his bleſſed mother's. 
deſolation occaſioned him. 


WEET Jeſus! innocent lamb! thy 
torments are without meaſure ; thou 

not only feeleſt thy own, but alſo thoſe of 
thy bleſſed mother. O pure hearts! hearts 
full of grace, hearts inflamed with love, 
hearts ſo united and afflicted, aſſociate me 
to the participation of your ſufferings, and 
make me feel thoſe of the ſon and of the 
| O 4 mother. 
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mother. You deeply felt, O moſt bleſſed 
virgin! the immenſe pains of your only 
ſon, becauſe you are the tendereſt of all 
mothers. Thou hadſt a lively feeling, O 
divine Jeſus! of the interior torments of 
thy holy mother, becauſe thou art the moſt 
grateful and generous of all ſons. Me- 
thinks I behold you both, O moſt innocent 
lamb! O moſt pure ſheep ! amoroully be- 
waiiing each other, ſuffering, and weeping 
for each other, and feeling each other's 
pain without any conſolation : the purer 
your pain is, the more bitter it is. O in- 
human hearts of men, obduratę hearts, 
hearts more inſenſible than the rocks! Why 
are ye not rent with grief? Why do ye not 
melt in tears, at ſeeing ye are the cauſe of 
all theſe torments? What has this divine 
Saviour done to ſuffer ſuch great evils ? 
What has this moſt holy virgin done to 
feel ſuch great ſufferings on that account? 
Is it not thou, O abominable ſinner ! 
that art become by thy crimes the execu- 
tioner of thoſe two moſt pure and innocent 
hearts ? O hearts full of juſtice and good- 
neſs! I can no longer bear the reproach of 
having reduced you into this ſtate : either 
pardon me, or take revenge on me. Since 
all creatures obey thee, O Jeſus! command 
them to puniſh me; ſend me thy pains, 
and thoſe of thy bleſſed mother; it is rea- 
ſonable I ſhould ſuffer them all, ſince I 
have: been the cauſe of them all ; but at 
| "Ta leaſt 
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leaſt let me help you to ſuffer them, and 
take a ſhare in them with you. O Jeſus 
thou love of my ſoul! O Mary my hope 
and refuge ! take from me the pleaſures of 
life; and ſince yours were entirely ſpent in 
pain, permit me not to finiſh mine without 
having taſted the ſalutary bitterneſs of the 
croſs : for I am thy ſervant, O Lord! and 
the ſon of thy handmaid. 
II. Whence comes it, O bleſſed ring 
that your joys are turned into ſorrows ? If 
your joys had been like thoſe of the world, 
that change would be reaſonable ; but you 
never taſted any but moſt heavenly j Joys. 
God poſſeſſed you from the beginning of your 
Joys; and you never loved any thing but 
what came from him, or what might lead 
you to him. You had joy in. being the 
mother of God, and full of God; in 
bringing forth your only fon, in holding 
him in your arms, in nouriſhing him with 
our milk, and in ſeeing him. adored by 
ſhepherds, kings, and angels ; and acknow- 
ledged by Simeon and Anna for the Saviour 
of mankind. During the thirty years you 
lived with him, all your pleaſures were in- 
terior, divine, and ſpiritual; and your moſt 
ure ſoul, amidſt the tranſports and rap- 
tures which the love of Jeſus your ſon and: 
your God occaſioned. you, was always ele- 
vated and transformed.into.him: Was there: 
any thing in theſe ſweetneſſes that deſerved: 


to be changed into. bitterneſs ? * you: 
| O * to 
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to have had any ſhare in our miſeries, which 


are the inheritance of the unhappy children {| 


of Adam, you who had no ſhare in his fin ; 
and ought this land which we inhabit to 
have been to you a valley-of tears? 
Blind and fooliſh ſinner, thou ſeeſt the 
queen of angels drowned in a ſea of ſorrows, 
and thinkeft thou on nothing but procuring 
thyſelf delights? Bluſh at thy delicacy in 
the preſence of Jeſus and Mary ; weep for 
the time thou haſt loſt in pleaſures, and for 
the bad uſe thou haſt made of thy ſuffer- 
ings. Jeſus the only ſon of God dies in 
torments; Mary his moſt bleſſed mother 
has her heart pierced with a {word of ſor- 
row; and thou, O ſinner | who haſt de- 
ſerved hell, ſeekeſt pleaſures and conſolati- 
ons on earth. | 
III. Whilft you lived with your ſon, O 
moſt pure virgin! you always expected 
that ſorrowful ſword which the holy old 
man Simeon had foretold you in the temple ; 
you now ſee his prediction accompliſhed ; 
and your pains are extreme, becauſe they 
are proportionate to the greatneſs of your 
love. Your wel-beloved ſ6n finding that 
His hour approached, and that he was going 
to be delivered up to ſinners, comes to bid 
you adieu, and to declare to you at the 
fame time, that it is the divine will you 
ſhould ſee him ſuffer and die on the croſs. 
St. John acquaints you that Jeſus is, appre- 
hended, and that they are dragging him 
* before 
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betore the judges : you immediately go out 
of your houſe, run thorough the ſtreets of 
Feruſalem, watering them with your tears, 
and find the lamb of God in the midſt of 

thoſe hungry wolves. | 
You ſee him afterwards, no longer adored 
by angels and kings, but expoſed to the 
laughter of the people as a mock king, 
loaded with injuries and maledictions, and 
at laſt condemned to the croſs. He carries 
it upon his ſhoulders, and you follow him 
to Calvary: there you behold the apparatus 
of his puniſhment ; you hear the ſtrokes of 
the hammer which drives the large nails 
into his feet and hands, and pierce your 
heart at the ſame time. You behold him 
elevated on the croſs, and that fight tears: 
your bowels, and freezes the blood in your 
veins, You remain ſtanding at the foot of 
the croſs, and there ſpend the cruel] mo- 
ments, till your ſon expires. You receive 
him into your arms when they take him 
from the croſs, you wrap him in a winding- 
ſheet, perform the ſame duties towards him 
after his death as you performed at his. 
birth, and perform them towards him with 
the ſame love; but with very different 
ſentiments: for you then ſwam in joys, 

and now you are drowned in ſorrowVs. 
Nevertheleſs your virtue ſupports you; 
your faith, love, and ſubmiſſion to the or- 
ders of God, abandon you not on this oc- 
caſion; every thing afflicts you, and no- 
| - thing, 
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thing dejects you. Great is your affliction as 
the ſea. and you ſtand at the foot of the 
croſs. To know what paſſes in your ſoul, 


O moſt holy virgin! we muſt comprehend 


how much you love your fon, and what he 


ſuffers : for his torments and your love are 


the meaſure of your compaſſion. 
IV. When your faithful ſervants and 


true friends conſider your pains, O queen 
of heaven! they melt in tears; and there 


is nothing but what they would ſuffer, if 
their ſufferings were capable of comforting 
you. What then are the ſentiments of 


your only ſon, who always loved you ſo 


tenderly ? What does he not ſuffer in ſeeing 


the anguiſh of your heart, and the deep 


filence you obſerve ? You are by him, and 


ſpeak not to him. But what ſtill augments 


his pain is, that he cannot diſpenſe with 
himſelf in ſuffering what afflicts you, and 
that you cannot ſee him afflicted without 


ſuffering. 
O eternal father | O God of all confola- 


tion! Why doſt thou not give ſome of it 


to thoſe deſolate hearts? Why doſt thou 
crucify them ſo? Why-doſt thou not aſſiſt 


thy only ſon and thy faithful handmaid ? 


Why doſt thou violate thy own law which 
forbids to ſacrifice the lamb with its mo- 
ther ? For the fame nails which faſten Je- 
tus to the croſs, pierce the heart of Mary. 


Haſt thou more care of animals that can 


neither know nor love thee, than of thy 
deareſt 
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deareſt friends ? It was not lawful formerly 
to kill a ſheep on the ſame day that its 
lamb had been taken from it ; and thou ſa- 
crificeſt on the ſame day both the ſon and 
the mother. It is thou, O eternal father ! 
that condemneſt them to a cruel puniſh- 
ment ; the love they have for one another 
is the executioner of thy ſentence ; and 
that nothing may be wanting to their pain, 
they are tormented in the fight of each 
other. Bleſſed for ever, O my God! be 
the exceſs of thy mercy towards ſinners. I 
am not weary in praiſing, adoring, and 
glorifying thee; and I wiſh I could ſpend 
myſelf in thankfgivings, when I conſider 
the admirable works of thy infinite love. 
V. O ſon of the living God i O divine 
light of my ſoul ! I conjure thee by the 


love wherewith thou loveſt me, to imprint 


thoſe ſablime truths in my heart, to baniſh 
from thence the deſire of human conſola- 
tions, to confirm me in thy love, and to 
fortify the will I have to ſuffer in order to 
teſtify my love I have to thee. If thy own 
advantage was no ground for thee of ſuf- 
fering, if what ought to have been thy 
conſolation augmented thy pain, if thy 
bleſſed mother was thy torment, as thou 


waſt hers; am I not very blind to ſeek | 


glory, pleaſure, and ſupport in things that 
ſurround me? Where ſhall I go, by follow- 
ing another way than that thou haſt pointed 
out to. me? Shall I ſtill remain. long in 

. this 
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this illuſion I am in? Shall I yet fly from 
thee: long, O Jeſus my love and my wiſ- 
dom ! Shall this earthly man never begin 
to expreſs in himſelf what he fo clearly be- 
holds in thee ? 5 

How can I fee thee die on the croſs for 
me, and {till be in love with life, unleſs it be 
to ſpend it with thee ; as thy bleſſed mother 
did? Ought not the light which comes from 
thy croſs to diſpel all my darkneſs, and to 
undeceive me for ever concerning the falſe 
maxims I have followed! Riſe upon me, 
O divine light! illuminate my mind, warm 


my heart, guide my ſteps, and govern all 


my powers; I reſign myſelf to thee ; grant, 
O Lord ! that this reſignation may be pure, 
ſincere, and without reſerve; grant that I 
may love thy ſufferings, and imitate thee 
in mine; grant in fine that all my conſola- 


tion in this world may be in loving thee, 


and ſuffering for thee. 
VI. What ſhall I render thee, O God 
of my heart! for all the benefits thou haſt 


granted me ! How ſhall I acknowledge 


the admirable inventions of thy love ? 
Thou turneſt every thing to my advantage. 
Even the griet thou haſt in ſeeing thy 
bleſſed mother upon the point of loſing her 
ſon, becomes for me a ſource of bleſſings. 


Thou giveſt me this holy virgin for a mo- 


ther and miſtreſs, ſubſtituteſt me in thy 
place, and requireſt me to be the ſon of 
thy mother, that ſhe may aſſiſt me, protect 

3 me, 


4 
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me, and compaſſionate me in my miſeries, 


as the had compaſſion on thee in thy pains. 
Couldſt thou not comfort that afflicted mo- 
ther, but by grving her children of wrath ? 
What are we towards making up the loſs 
ſhe has ſuſtained in loſing thee? Ah, Lord! 
how exalted are thy views above ours ; but 
how full of goodneſs are they for us. It 
is becauſe Mary is the mother of our Savi- 
our, that ſhe is to be that of ſinners. If 
we were not miſerable children, how ſhould 
the be a mother of mercy ? 

Be thou bleſſed, O my amiable redeemer ! 
at all times, in all places, and by all crea- 
tures. Nothing eſcapes thy affection. All 
the circumſtances of thy paſſion are trea- 
ſures of graces for men, and no evil befals 
thee but from which thy wiſdom draws 
ſome good for the ſalvation and comfort of 
thy ſervants. Permit me not, O my Sa- 
viour | to be without a remedy in the midſt 
of ſo many remedies; receive me to thee, 
and regard me always as thy ſervant and the 
ſon of thy handmaid. | 


O O moſt holy mother of God! remem- 
ber that tho*. you brought forth your only 

ſon without pain in the ſtable of Bethlehem, 
you have brought forth children at the foot 
of the. croſs with incredible pains ; aſſiſt 
me, protect me, ſince I have coſt you ſo 
dear; have always in regard of me the 
bowels of a mother, and let not your un- 
| worthy 
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worthy ſon periſh. And ye citizens of the 

heavenly Feruſalem, who are the beloved 
children of that amiable mother, pray for 
her unnatural children, that they may re- 
turn to her, and by her to Jeſus, with 
whom ye reign for all ages. Amen. 


NN. SER, SOR, 
-.- --- 


XLVIII. SUFFERING of CHRIST. 
He is forſaken by God his father. 


FT is a great conſolation for an afflicted 
perſon, to have faithful and aſſiſtin 

friends that compaſſionate him jn his ſut⸗ 
ferings, and hinder him from thinking 
thereon ; but to be overwhelmed with mis- 
fortunes, to ſee nothing around him but 
what augments the ſenſe thereof, and to 
find himſelf without ſupport both within 
and without, is what may with reaſon he 
called the height of mifery. The faithful 
ſervants of God almoſt all undergo this 
trial; becauſe nothing is more capable of 
purifying them: but as it is infinitely ſe- 
vere, God, who always ſpares our weak- 
neſs, commonly leads them thereinto by 
degrees. Thus, when he is reſolved to 
bring a ſoul into thoſe ways of loſs and 
dereliction, and to diſpoſe it thereby for the 
great favours he deſigns to communicate 

| 50. 


fo it; he at firſt makes it feel the 'mportu- 
nity of temptations, that it may begin to 
loſe the reliſh of worldly things, and to 
exerciſe itſelf in the imitation of Jeſus 
Chriſt. | 

Afterwards, when it is ſubje& to God, 


when it diſcovers and adores in croſſes the 


hand that ftrikcs it, God deprives it of the 
conſolation which procceds from creatures, 
that it may no longer ſeek any conſolation 
but in him alone; and that creatures by 
their falſe comforts may not gain any part 
of the love which is entirely due to God. 
In fine when the ſoul, being ſeparated 
from creatures, has renounced every thing 
it could expect from them, in order to re- 
ſign itſelf entirely to God, and deſires no 
longer to taſte any conſolation but what 
comes from him, then God begins to hide 
his favours, communicating himſelf to the 
foul only by unknown ways, it no longer 
feels the preſence of its wel-beloved, and 
it falls into a general deſolation, becauſe it 
receives no comfort, either from God, or 
creatures : and all this happens in it, that 
it may purify its love, learn to ſeek God, 
not for his ſweetneſs, but for himſelf, and 
leſs regard what he gives, than what he is, 
and what he deſerves. 


Here it is that the foul ſubject to God 


without any regard to itſelf, ſets no bounds 


to its reſignation, being indifferent about 


all things, and as content on the croſs as 
in 


XLVIIL. ſuffering of Chriſt. 329 


4 

7 
1 
1 
, 

{i 
U 

1 

. 

[1 
q 
1 

N 
| 


—— — 


—— — 
r —— 


— == 


330 XLVVIII. ſuftring of Chrit. 

in joy, it no longer wills any thing but 
what God wills. This is what is called the 
ſtate of pure love, which is ſo little known, 
is deſired ſtill leſs, and to which one ſcarce 
ever attains. Thoſe that ſeek God with 
their whole heart, tho' they arrive not at 
the ſummit of this happy ſtate, have at_ 
leaſt. the conſolation of advancing in the 
way, according to the meaſure of grace 
which God communicates to them. But 
fouls that have attained to perfect reſigna- 
tion, and remain faithful therein, know by 
experience that there is no pain equal to it, 
and that it is much eaſier to ſuffer martyr- 
dom of the body, than the martyrdom of 
the ſpirit. | 

II. Thoſe choſen ſouls alſo comprehend 
much better than others, how much in- 
debted we are to our Saviour, who was 
pleaſed, among ſo many other pains, to 
bear allo this exceſſive dereliction without 
any conſolation, For he diſpoſed things 
| fo, that thoſe which ſeem only the circum- 
ſtances of his paſſion, were more painful 
to him than the principal torments which 
they made him endure. The ſenſual man 
eſteems none great evils but thoſe which 
afflict the body, becauſe he ſcarce knows 
any other : but the ſpiritual man, who ac- 
cording to the expreſſion of St. Paul, judges 
and diſcerns all things, knows that the mind 
bas its pains, and that they are as far above 
28 | corporal 
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corporal pains, as the ſpirit is above the 
body. | | 
Such was the dereliction of Chriſt on the 
croſs : for far from receiving any comfort 
from creatures, it ſeems they all conſpired 
in tormenting him. His friends, his di- 
{ciples, his apoſtles took flight; one of 
them betrayed him, another denied him; 
and he that followed him even unto Cal- 
vary, afflicted him more than he comforted 
him. The bleſſed virgin and the other 


devout women that were with her, redou- 


bled our Saviour's pain by their tears, and 
could not give him any reliet. Of fo many 
perſons whom he had inſtructed, healed, 
and delivered, or whom he had miracu- 
louſly fed in the deſart, there was not one 
that endeavoured to do him any ſervice, or 
that appeared to take any ſhare in his pains. 
His enemies and executioners, not ſatisfied. 
with putting ſo cruel a ſentence rigorouſly 
in execution, added new torments thereto 
by preſenting him gall and vinegar ; they 
pierced him alſo with a ſpear after his 
death, and: in fine-they caſt lots for his 
garments at the foot of the croſs. | 
But what we cannot refrain from ob- 
ſerving here is, that they exerciſed all theſe 
cruelties with as much joy as if they had 
delivered the nation from a public peſt. 
There appeared in their conduct neither 
reaſon, juſtice, gratitude, nor compaſſion; 
and that exceſs of obduracy alſo occaſioned 
our 
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our Saviour, who loved them, and died 
for them, an infinite pain. OR 
HI. He was not only forſaken by men, 
but alſo by angels; and none of thoſe 
bleſſed ſpirits, that had deſcended from 
heaven, to adore him in the manger, en- 
deavoured to comfort him on the croſs. 
As the winds had obeyed him, and the ſea 
had formerly become firm under his feet, 
ſo he had reaſon to expect at leaſt ſome re- 

lief from inanimate creatures, and to ho 
that the wood to which he was nailed, that 
the nails, and the thorns would have ſof- 
tened their natural hardneſs in his favour ; 
but he alſo found nothing on that hand 
but rigour and inſenſibility. He was de- 
prived of the ſun's light, ſtript of all his 
cloaths, buried in a winding- ſheet that be- 
longed not to him, and in the burning 
thirſt he endured, he could not obtain a 
glaſs of water to refreſh himſelf. 
Much more, the heavenly father who is 
the true refuge of the afflifted, and the 
holy ghoſt who is called by excellency the 
comforter, forſook him alſo in this extre- 
mity, and would not diſpenſe with him in 
the leaſt of the pains which he was to ſuffer 
for our ſins, by the diſpoſition of the eter- 
nal counſel. Thus, the father of mercies 
delivered up his wel- beloved ſon to the 
rage of the executioners, and to the power 
of darkneſs, that they might with one con- 
20:1 | | ſent 
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ſent glut their whole fury and malice upon 
him, without any diſcretion. 

IV. His ſoul itſelf, tho' it was happy, 
communicated to the body only the life 
and ſtrength which was requiſite to it for 
ſuffering and dying. As God always pro- 
portions the ſufferings of his ſervants to 
the grace he gives them, ſo he meaſures 
the deſolation of our Saviour according to 
the plenitude of grace which was in 
him. Therefore this dereliction was ſo 
ſenſible to him, that tho' he had ſupported 
the other torments of his paſſion with a 
wonderful ſilence, he could not diſſemble 
this, but amorouſly complains thereof to 
his father, ſaying: my God, my God, why 
hoſt theu forſaken me? Theſe words are 


not an effect of diſpleaſure or impatience, 
they are rather the language of a filial con- 


fidence, which urges Chriſt to diſcover the 


_ exceſs of his pain to his eternal father, as 


one friend ſometimes relates to another 
what he ſuffers for him, tho' he ſuffers it 
heartily, and 1s ready to ſuffer ſtill more, 
if it were neceſſary. 

The ſon of God clearly ſhews that this 
complaint contained nothing bitter, and 
that impatience had no ſhare in it, when 
he ſays afterwards, I 7hirft : for by thoſe 
words he procured himſelf a new torment, 
by giving occaſion to the Jews of preſent- 
ing him gall and vinegar. So he demanded 
not an end of his dereliction, but teſtified 

| that 
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that his humanity, in the extreme deſola- 
tion wherewith it was oppreſſed, wiſhed for 


ſome relief. 
V. This dereliction of our "NOI TE) 


been foretold many ages before by the 


royal prophet, (P/al. xxi. 1.) God my God, 


have reſpeci to me, lays he, why hoſt thou 
forſaken me ? And he immediately gives the 
reaſon thereof ; becauſe far from my ſalva- 
tion are the words of my ſins, that is, the 
fins-I have taken upon myſelf. He parti- 
cularly relates in the continuation of the 


ſame Fſalm, how he was delivered up to his 


enemies, and how they made a jeſt of the 
confidence he had in God. And in ano- 
ther place, after having ſpoken of the great- 
neſs of the ſon of God made man, he is 
aſtoniſhed to ſee him thus forſaken, (P/al. 
Ixxxviii. 39.) thou haſt, ſays he, ſpeaking 
to the eternal father, repelled and deſpiſed, 
thou haſt deferred thy Chriſt thou haſt over- 


thrown the teſtament of thy ſervant ; thou haſt 


profaned his ſanttuary on the earth; thou haſt 
deſtroyed all the hedges thereof, that he might 


be expoſed to the violence of men and 


fury of beaſts : thou haſt put the firmament 


thereof in fear, and haſt become terrible to 


him inſtead of being his protector. All 
that paſs by the way have pillaged him, he is 
become a reproach to his neighbours : thou haſt 
exalted the right hand of them that oppreſs 
him , thou haſt made all his enemies joyful : 
thou haſt turned away the help of his ſword, 


and 
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and haſt not aſſiſted him in battle; thou haſt 
deprived him of his ſplendor, and his ſeat thou 
haſt broken down to the ground: thou haſt leſ- 
ſened the days of his time; thou haſt over- 


whelmed him with confuſion. How long, O 


Lord ! doſt thou turn away for ever, ſhall thy 
wrath burn as a fire ? 

In fine David beholding in ſpirit the bleſ- 
ſings which our Saviour's humiliations were 
to produ ' *eaks out into thankſgivings : 
bleſſed be our Lord, ſays he, for ever; ſo be 
it, ſo be it, From thence we ought to con- 
ciude, that ſince the holy ghoſt has cauſed 
the derelictions of Chriſt to be deſcribed 
ſo tully and with ſuch great care, it is that 
we may never loſe the remembrance of 


them, and that we may not be ignorant of 


the infinite obligations we lie under to 
him. 

VI. This would be the place to ſpeak of 
the interior deſolations which are fo com- 
mon 1n a ſpiritual lite ; but the example of 
Jeſus ſorſaken on the croſs, is ſo remarka- 
ble, that we may eaſily draw from thence, 
all the inſtruction which deſolate fouls 
have need of, for preſerving them from 
ſinking under the greatneſs of their pain. 
So I ſhall content myſelf with obſerving 
three things, very proper for inſtructing 
and comforting them at the ſame time. 

The firſt, that tho' our Saviour has re- 
courſe to his father in the extreme pain he 
was in, yet he deſires not, either to be de- 

livered 
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3 from thence, or to be comforted 
therein; and he refuſes the relief he might 
have given himſelf as God, by darting up- 
on the inferior part of his ſoul, a ray of 
that beatific joy, which the ſuperior part 
poſſeſſed the fulneis of; but he would ac- 
compliſh his work, and perſevere till death 
in that derelition. in order to teach his 
afflicted ſervants, firſtly, that they ought 
not to think all loſt, nor defoazy, of their 
advancement, when they fina nature op- 
preſt under the weight of deſolation; be- 
cauſe that ſenſe is to them a ſource of me- 


rit. Secondly, that the moſt efficacious | 


remedy in theſe ſort of pains 1s, to have 
recourſe to God, from whom they come, 
not by deſiring him to take them from us, 
or to diminiſh them; but by receiving 
them with a humble ſubmiſſion to his holy 


will, without begging any other help from 


him, than what is neceſſary for ſupporting 
them with fidelity and perſeverance ; to 
which we muſt join frequenting the ſacra- 
ments, and the advice of an able director. 
For, as it is of faith, that God is the 
author of our afflictions, and that he ſends 
them, or permits them always for our 
good, ſo we cannot doubt but recourſe to 
him with a heart ſubmiſſive to his orders, 
is the ſureſt means, not only of bearing 
the croſs without looking back ; but alſo 
of finding a ſolid peace therein. There is 


no ſacrifice more agreeable to God, than 
thus 
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thus to reſign ourſelves entirely to his pro- 
vidence, by renouncing all conſolation, ex- 
cept that which he vouchſafes to give us at 
ſuch time and in ſuch a manner. as he ſhall 
pleaſe. | 

VII. The ſecond thing which diſconſo- 
late people ought here to be adviſed in is, 
not to let themſelves be overcome by temp- 
tation which commonly accompanies this 
ſtate, and which induces them to believe 
that God has withdrawn his hand, and has 
entirely forgotten them. This thought is 
equally. falſe and dangerous: for faith 
teaches us, that the eternal father could 
neither forget nor abandon his only ſon, 
tho' he left him for a time in an extreme 
deſolation. On the contrary, he thereby 
accompliſhes in an admirable manner, what 
he had promiſed him, when a heavenly 
voice, heard by many, pronounced theſe 
words; I have both glorified it, and I will 
glorify it. again, (John xii. 28.) viz. the 
name of God. Indeed it was by the way 
of ſufferings that God the father led his fon 
to victory and triumph; and it was there- 
by that he made him be known and adored 
by all nations, acquired him an infinite 
number of fouls, and ſubjected all his ene- 
mies, to him. 

If it be therefore true, that God was 
pleaſed to glorify his fon by the torments 
and reproaches of the croſs; can it be 
doubted but that he prepares a crown of 

Vox. III. 1 glory 
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glory for thoſe, who endeavour to imitate 
our Saviour by their patience in affliftions ? 
This ſentiment would be very unworthy of 
the goodneſs of God, who himſelf aſſures 
us by his prophet ; that our Lord is near to 
all that invoke him, that are of a contrite 
heart; and the humble of ſpirit he Will ſave. 
(Pſal. cxiv. 19. xxxiii. 19.) 

VIII. The third advice that muſt be 
given to ſouls. in deſolation is, that Chriſt, 
according to the obſervation of St. Cyprian, 
endured that pain, not only to ſerve us for 
a model in thoſe which befal us; but much 
more alſo for meriting us the courage of 
perſevering therein, and the conſolation 
which is to follow them. Hence it is that 
however forſaken a ſervant of God may be, 
he never will be forſaken to ſuch a degree 
as Chriſt was. This divine Saviour treats 
us much more mildly than his father treated 
him. He wants every thing 1n his derelic- 
tion, and we want nothing in ours. He 
is always with us in tribulation, according 
to his promiſe ; and tho' his aſſiſtance be 
not ſenſible to us, tho? it be not even known 
to us, yet we cannot ſo much as doubt but 
that it is real and true; and we are always 
ſupported, tho* we do not always ſee the 
hand that ſupports us. 

Thus when our Saviour ſends forth from 
his diſconſolate heart, theſe moſt touching 
words : my God, my Gd, why haſt thok for- 
Jaken me ? Which is as if he had ſaid to his 

father: 
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father: remember, O my God ! the reaſon 
why thou haſt forſaken me, it is that after 
me thou mighteſt never forſake any one. I 
conjure thee therefore, by the extreme de- 
reliction into which I am reduced, never to 


forſake any of thoſe that ſhall be afflicted 


by thy orders or permiſſion. Receive them 


all, O my God!] protect them, glorify 
them, as thou glorifieſt me, and make them 
comprehend that a ſoul is never more 
agreeable in thy ſight, never nearer to, nor 
more worthy of thee, than when thou 
ſeemeſt to have entirely forſaken him. 


— 


CONTEMPLATION 


On Chriſt forſaken by God his father, 


True comforter of aMicted hearts 
only hope of dejected minds! faith- 
ful lover of diſconſolate fouls! O Jeſus the 
ſtrength of the weak, and refuge of the 
forſaken! what abyſs of rrows is that, 
in which I ſee thee plunged ? How doſt 


thou break that admirable filence which 
thou haſt fo conſtantly kept? What is be. 


come of that patience which was proof 
againſt all things ? Does it begin to eſcape 
thee, O my Saviour ! and break out into 


.complaints and ſighs? Art thou become 


* 2 like 
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like me, who tremble at the ſight of the 
leaſt danger, imagine myſelf in the bottom 
of the ſea when the ſtorm ariſes, and am 
without conſtancy, confidence, and to uſe 
thy own words, a man of little faith! 
Yet when I have courage enough to throw 
myſelf into the ſea, over which thou wouldſt 
have me paſs, I find thee immediately, 


and thou makeſt me walk dry- foot thereon. {| 


Thou makeſt firm under the feet of thy 
ſervants, the waves of tribulation, and ſut- 
tereſt thyſelf to be overwhelmed there- 
with. 
O divine lamb! that haſt been till now 
ſo mild, ſo patient, and ſo calm; haſt 
concealed all thy pains in thy heart ; and 
haſt ſuffered without complaint and contra- 
diction every thing they made thee ſuffer ; 
thou beginneſt to ſpeak, expreſſeſt thy 
pain, breakeſt out in ſighs, and complain- 
eſt to thy father in terms capable of ſoften- 
ing the very rocks. Whence can this 
change come, O Lord] but from thy being 
come into the depth of the ſea of anguiſh and 
deſolation, and a tempeſt having overwhelmed 
thee, finding no help, and thy humanity 
eing unable any longer to bear ſo univerſal 
a deſertion? O Jeſus, thou love and life 
of my foul! why cannot I comfort thee ? 
why cannot I ſhare with thee in the pain 
thou endureſt ? But thou wilt accompliſh 


what thou haſt foretold by the prophet 
| ljatah : 
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ljaiah : I have trodden the Prefs alone, and— 
there is not a man Wwith me. (Ixiii. 3.) 

II. What ſhall I render thee for all the 
bleſſings thou granteſt me, O my divine 
comforter! How fl:all T correſpond to the 
love thou beareſt me: for it is neither by 
chance, nor neceſſity, that thou art reduced 


to this prodigious deſertion; it is a pure 


effect of thy choice and love. If thou 
couldſt not have hindered it, the angels 
would have come to thy help, the ſtars 
would have fallen from heaven, the elements 
would have been confounded, and all crea- 
tures would have joined to defend and deli- 
ver thee: but love which was become 


| maſter of thy heart, and all thy actions or- 


dained it otherwiſe ; it has reduced thee to 
that exceſs of affliction, and made thee 


more ſenſible of my neceſſities than of thy 


own pains, Thou haſt reſerved for thyſelf 
alone that pain ſo little known, but ſo ter- 
rible ; and thou haſt been pleaſed to ſufier 
it without being comforted, that we might 
be comforted in ours: for thou doſt not 
abandon thy ſervants in time of tribulation, 


and thou art even never nearer them than 


when they think themſelves moſt forſaken. 
] adore that will ever willing to help us; 
and I adore that love always ready to com- 
fort us. e 
III. What would become of me, O my 
God! if thou didſt deal otherwiſe with 
me? But what am I, and what art thou? 
1 oughteit 
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oughteſt thou to prefer my neceſſities to thy 
own repoſe ? is it juſt that the ſon of the 
living God ſhould endure fo dreadful a tor- 
ment for the conſolation of a ſlave ? Thou 
knoweſt, O divine Jeſus! thy own great- 
neſs, and my meanneſs ; but that infinite 
inequality which is betwixt thee and me, 
does not hinder thee from ſacrificing thy- 
ſelf for me, not that thou ſeeſt any thing 
in me which deſerves it; but becauſe thou 
findeſt in thy love the reaſons for doing ine 
good. | 

Thou waſt pleaſed to teach me thereby, 
O maſter of eternal truth! that I may hope 
for all things from thee, how unworthy 10- 
ever I am of receiving any favour from 
thee. Am not I therefore very miſerable, 
not to love thee with all my heart, not ta 
{erve thee with all my ſtrength, and not to 
renounce all human conſolation for love of 
thee ? Thou art always liberal, O my God ! 
always magnificent, always infinite. 'Thy 
greatneſs appears in all things, in loving, 
in pardoning, in expecting, in Egg 
my miſeries and ingratitudes, and in ſuf- 
fering for me without help or conſolation, 
that I might owe all my help and conſola- 
tion to thee, How much were I to be la- 
mented, if my ſalvation and happineſs de- 
pended on any other but thee ! for where 


ſhould I find, O my Saviour! a will like 
thine ? | 
IV. Thou 
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IV. Thou acceptedſt with ſubmiſſion 
and love the dereliction to which thy father 
reduced thee; thou ſupportedſt thy ſacred 
humanity in that ſevere combat; but thou 
ſuſpendedſt all the ſweetneſs thou couldſt 
have communicated to it, that it might 
ſuffer without any conſolation. Thou waſt 
not pleaſed that an angel ſhould come from 
heaven to comfort thee ; thou broughteſt 
thy holy mother to the foot of the croſs, 
that her pain might redouble thine; per- 
mittedſt the flight of thy apoſtles, that 
they might neither aſſiſt, nor defend thee ; 
concealedſt thy infinite power, that thy 
enemies ſeeing nothing but weakneſs in 
thee, might oppreſs thee with impunity 3 
was pleaſed to be nailed to the croſs, as a 
thief, impoſtor, ſeducer, and a diſturber 
of the public peace, and as the wickedeſt 
of all men, naked, covered with wounds, 
ſuffering in every part of thy body, depri- 
ved at mid-day of the light of the fun, 
forſaken by every one, and even by thy 
father. 

It is true all thoſe pains are by thy own 
choice ; but they are no leſs painful, fince 
they oblige thee to have recourle to thy fa- 
ther, with ſuch affecting words, and ſuch 
deep ſighs. O Jeſus! "thou God of my 
heart, joy of my foul, conſolation of the 
afflicted, and refuge of the forſaken, when 
I behold thee ſo deſolate, I cannot expreſs. 
myſelf; but I wiſh I could melt with love 

1 4 in. 
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in thy preſence, or at leaſt open thee the 
bottom of my heart, that thou mighteſt ſee 
whether there be any thing in it that. can 
comfort thee. Since every thing fails thee, 
O my God ! in this extremity, let not my 
love at leaſt, tho' cool as it is, fail thee ; 
kindle it, O Lord! that it may make me 
feel what thou ſuffereſt, and faſten me to 
the croſs with thee. 

V. I defire with all my heart never to 
depart from thy croſs, O my Saviour! and 
to depart always from myſelf; becauſe I 
am ſenſible of the neceſſity I am under of 
keeping near thee, and know that thy de- 
reliction is a continual example and re- 
proach to me. Is it poſſible J ſhould pre- 
ſume to complain when I am deprived of 
heavenly conſolations, after having ſeen 
thee in ſuch great deſolation ! But, alas! I 
am ſo miſerable, that when thou withdraw- - 
eſt thy ſweetneſs, I immediately think my- 
ſelf forgotten, rejected, and forſaken by 
thee, O my God! and inſtead of ſeeking 
thee then with more care, I go a begging 
tor vain conſolations amongſt creatures. I 
fly from thy croſs, am diffident of thy 
goodneſs, tho' I fee thee have recourſe to 
thy father, remain on the croſs, and ſuffer 
mortal pains upon it; till thou haſt accom- 
pliſhed by thy death all the diſpoſitions of 
the eternal counſel. 

When thou comforteſt me, Jam mighty 
in promiſes, offer myſelf to ſuffer for thy 
= ſervice, 
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ſervice, reſign myſelf entirely to thy will, 
and even beg for the croſs out of a deſire 
of being like thee ; but if thou hideſt thy 
countenance from me, if thou giveſt me 
not what I had begged of thee in m 
abundance, I fall into dejection, think 1 
have loſt thy favour, and exhauſted thy 
mercies. Ought I not at leaſt to remem- 
ber, O Saviour of my ſoul | that in the 
extreme deſolation, in which thou art, thou 
haſt not ceaſed to be the fon of God, and 
haſt loſt nothing of thoſe immenſe treaſures 
of graces that were contained in thee. 
Ho miſerable, weak, ſtupid, inconſtant, 
blind, and ungrateful am I! how imper- 
fect and intereſted is my love! purity it, O 
Lord! by the perfection of thine. | 

When I examine my heart, by means of 
thy light, I find it fullied, impure, and 
corrupt; and when I flatter myſelf with 
ſeeking nothing but thee alone, 1 always 
ſeek myſelf. It is not neceſſary, for defeat- 
ing me, that thou ſhouldſt uſe thy power, 
O my God! For, it at the time when I 
think myſelf confirmed in thy ſervice, thou 
depriveſt me only of the ſupport of thy 
ſenſible ſweetneſs, the leaſt contradiction, 
the leaſt temptation, dejects me, and throws 
me into diffidence. I acknowledge there- 
fore before thee, O my Saviour ! that T 
am nothing ; and that I can do nothing ; 
but thy divine power can fortify my 
weaknels, 


8 VI. How 
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VI. How am I confounded, O infinite 
mercy ! when I think on another much 
greater miſery, wherein I have lived fo 
long! How many years have I ſpent with- 
out loving and deſiring thee, without fui- 
tering for thee, and without ſo much as 
comprehending what interior affliction is? 
Occupied and drunk with the falſe pleaſures 
of the world, which ſeparate me from thee, 
I was neither ſenſible of the misfortune of 
loſing thee, nor of the happineſs of pol- 
ſeſſing thee. Why did I thus forget thee, 
O my Jeſus! How could I fly from thee, 
O beauty always ancient, and always new ! 
Ah! it is becauſe I have laben thee, that 
thou art thus forſaken by thy father. Thou 
expiateſt the  forgerfulnek — God wherein 
I have lived) by the dereliction in which 
thou dieſt. 

I deſerved to have been deprived of thy 
grace and the help of creatures; they 
ought even to have armed themſelves 
againſt me, becauſe I have forſaken thee. 
But thou wouldſt not have them revenge 
thee. Thou haſt more care of me than of 
thyſelf; and thou art forſaken, that I may 
not be ſo. Pardon me, O Lord! all the 
ſins, whereby I have brought thee into that 
condition wherein I behold thee. I return 
to thee, O father of mercies ! receive me, O 
God of all conſolation ! ſupport me with thy 
grace; and grant that ſo many pains and 

o 
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fo much love may not be unprofitable to 
me. | 

O diſconſolate Jeſus! and at the fame 
time the refuge of diſconſolate fouls ! thy 
love teaches me that it is from thy being 
torſaken I ought to receive all the ſtrength 
I have need of for bearing mine. I am 
periuaded that the moſt terrible dereliction 
J can fall into, would be that of having no 
ſhare in thine z but as thou haſt given me 
lite by thy death, and haſt delivered me by 
thy pains from thoſe which were due to- 
me, ſo thou haſt merited by thy dereliction, 
that the heavenly father ſhould not aban- 
don me ; and that he might never be nearer 
me by his mercy, than when J am humbled: 
molt by deſolation. 

O Jeſus, thou light of my ſoul! illumi- 
nate my interior eyes, in the time of tribu- 
lation; and ſince it is profitable for me to 
ſuffer it, have no regard to my fears, nor 
to my weakneſs. I conjure thee, O my 
God ! by thy derelictions, not to keep me 
from affliction, but not to forſake me in 
affliction; to teach me to ſeek thee therein, 
as my only comforter ; to ſupport my faith, 
tortity my hope, and purity my love there- 
in; grant me grace to acknowledge thy 
hand rherein, and not to defire any other 
conſolation therein than what comes from 
thee, Humble me then as much as thou 
plealeſt, and comfort me only that I may, 
be able to ſuffer,. and. to perſevere until. 

death. 
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death in ſuffering. Since the graces I beg 
of thee are the fruit of thy derelictions, 
make the virtue thereof appear in my in- 
firmity, and glorify thyſelf in my miſery, 
O my Jeſus! thou only refuge of my 


ſoul. 


O moſt holy mother of God! you who 
have ſeen and felt the extreme deſolation of 
your wel- beloved ſon, aſſiſt me in the time 
of mine. And ye ſaints of heaven, who 
have paſt thorough that trial, take compaſ- 
ſion of thoſe that ſuffer it, and obtain for 
me the grace of being faithful therein un- 
til death. Amen. 
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XLIX. SUFFERING of CHRIST. 


The thirſt be endures 


E. N are commonly cured of their 

maladies, by being let blood, by 
potions and medicines that are given them! ; 
but if a child that 1s yet at the breaſt be- 
comes ſick, the remedies are taken by the 
nurſe, even when ſhe 1s well, that the child 
may receive benefit thereby. Human na- 
ture weakned by original ſin, was incapa- 


ple of bearing the remedy it ſtood in need 


of ; 
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of; therefore Chriſt conſidered us, in the 
extreme weakneſs we were in, as little chil- 
dren, and was pleaſed in ſome manner to 
become our nurſe. So it is he expreſſes 
himſelf by a prophet : and I, ſays he, as 
it were the nurſe of Ephraim, carried then 
in my arms; and they knew not that I cured , 
them. (Oſee xi. 3.) 

By his affection for ſinners, he keeps 
them near his heart, nouriſhes them with 
the milk of his doctrine and grace, and 

ives his blood in order to ſpare theirs : 
and whilſt he prevents them with the bleſ- 
{ſings of his ſweetneſs, he drinks, fer their 
cure, the bitter cup which his father pre- 
ſents to him. Adam diſobeyed God by 
taſting, che forbidden fruit, and Chriſt, in 
order to repair that fault, was pleaſed to 
taſte gall and vinegar, and became obedient 
to death, even to the death of the croſs. (Phil. 
11. 8.) 

He drunk not the vinegar mixed with 
gall, but both ſeparately : for before he 
was crucified, he took gall mixed with 
wine and wyrrh ; his cruel executioners 
preſenting that liquor to him, inſtead of 
what was uſually given to patients, for 
ſtrengthning them. Our Saviour drunk it 
not, he ſatisfied himſelf with taſting it 
but without complaining, or expreſſing 
any diſguſt. He then accompliſhed the 
firſt part of David's prophecy : they gave 
| gall for my meat; and the other on the croſs, 

at 
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at the laſt hour of his life, when after hay- 
ing loſt almoſt all his blood, he felt a burn- 
ing thirſt, which made the fame prophet 
add the following words : and in my thirſt 
they gave me vinegar to drink. (Pſal. Ixviii. 
722) | 
Jeſus knew there would be none to give 
him a glaſs of water, and that they would. 
only bring him vinegar ; but becauſe he 
was pleaſed to execute, even to the ſmalleſt 
circumſtances, every thing that his father 
had ordained, he expreſſed what he ſuf- 
fered, by ſaying : I thirſt. His bleſſed 
mother, and the few friends that had fol- 
lowed him unto Calvary, were extremely 
grieved that they could not give him that 
mall relief. The executioners that could 
no longer torment him otherwiſe, applied 
to his mouth a ſpunge full of vinegar, 
which they had faſtened to the end of a 
reed: he refuſed it not, tho' he knew what 
pain it would give him by contracting the 
ſtomach. | 
II. Jeſus ſeeing therefore that nothing 
more remained tor him to accompliſh, either 
of what the prophets had foretold concerning 
him, or of what his father had ordained, 
or of what his heart deſired, ſaid : all is 
conſummated. Even as a traveller, who af- 
ter having walked a long time in the heat 
of ſummer, finds a fountain, drinks gree- 
dily, and expreſſes by a great ſigh how 
much he is refreſhed ;z. ſo our Saviour, as 
if 
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if he had forgot all his paſt labours, and 
content with ſeeing them ſo happily finiſh- 
ed, fays, with a deep ſigh : all is conſum- 
mated. | 

It any one had then aſked him, what 
therefore was the work, the accompliſh- 
ment of which ſeemed to give him joy, 
and what profit he reaped thereby ; he 
could not have anſwered that his joy pro- 
ceeded from his having received vinegar to 
drink in his thirſt, ſince that had only 
ſerved to augment his pains ; nor from ſee- 
ing himſelf. at the end of his torments, 
ſince he ſtill had death and his laſt agony 
to ſuffer. Whence therefore ſprings that 
motion of joy, which makes him ſay, as 
after a compleat victory, all is conſumma- 
ted? Without doubt, it ſprings from his 
having abandoned his humanity to the 
power of love; love had no more to re- 
quire of it, after ſo abundant a ſatisfaction, 
the fruits of which he was going to reap. 
"Tis as if Chriſt had faid : I have ſatisfied 
for the fins of the whole world, reconciled 
men to God, and acquired them the graces 
of ſalvation and ſanctity; ſo all is conſum- 
mated. | | | 

It is perhaps allo for this reaſon the apo- 
ſtle St. John concludes, by thoſe laſt words, 
which our Saviour pronounced on the croſs, 
the hiſtory of his paſſion and lite : in order 
to make us underſtand that the ſon of 
God dicd content; and that after having 

| | quenched 
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quenched his burning thirſt of our ſalva- 
tion, all his deſires were accompliſhed. 

III. It muſt however be owned that 
Chriſt's thirſt is not entirely ſatisfied : for 
after having prepared our remedy, he de- 
fires alſo that we ſhould uſe it. If it be 
natural for all men to wiſh earneſtly to ſee 
the fruit of their labours, how much more 
will it be ſo to our Saviour, who under- 
took and conſummated his with ſo much 
labour and perfection? The view of our 
falvation gave him infinitely more relief in 
his torments, than the water he deſired 
could have done; and that bitter potion 
which they gave him, which could not 
quench his natural thirſt, ſerved to the ac- 
compliſhment of our cure. But becauſe 
the interior thirſt of Chriſt could not be 
fully quenched, but by the free application 
which we ourſelves make of the remedy 
he has prepared for us, he died in the hear 
of thirit, that is, in an ardent deſire of 
ſeeing all men reap profit, for their ſalva- 
tion, from his paſſion and death. There- 
fore thoſe that retuſe a remedy ſo precious 
and ſo efficacious, and oblige, by their 
ſins, that charitable phyſician to become a 
terrible judge to them, preſent ſomething 
to him more bitter than gall and vinegar. 

This makes him complain by the pro- 
phet 1/azah, (v. 2.) becauſe a vineyard was 
made, and he hedged it, and planted it, and 
built a tower in the midſt thereof, and ſet up 


a preſs 
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a preſs therein; and looked that it ſpould yield 
grapes, and it yielded wild grapes. Theſe 
words ought allo to make us comprehend 
how much more pain the thirſt he had for 
the ſalvation of ſo many ſinners, whoſe 
ruin he foreſaw, notwithſtanding all the 
helps he procured them, gave him, than 
the corporal thirſt he endured. 

When in the ſilence of prayer we medi- 
tate on the ſtate our Saviour was then in, 
natural and chriſtian compaſſion makes us 
wiſh to have been preſent at his puniſh- 
ment, in order to have offered him water, 
and to have hindered vinegar from being 
preſented to him; but we ought to conſi- 
der that we are more cruel than the Jes, 
if b-holding him die in his burning thirſt 
after our ſalvation, we refuſe him the re- 
freſhment he requires of us, that is, if we 
will not forſake our ſins which cauſe his 
death, follow the examples of his holy lite, 
and love him with all our heart. | 

But it we conſider the time and other 
circumſtances, wherein our Saviour de- 
clares his thirſt, we ſhall find therein an 
admirable leſſon of the purity of love 
' wherewith God deſerves to be followed. 
For in that extreme deſolation, wherein 
he had reaſon, it ſeems, to expect ſome 
comfort from his father, he not only deſires 
none, but by ſaying, I thirſt, he gives his 
executioners occaſion of making him ſuffer 
a new torment, 

IV. How 


| 
| 
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IV. How well do we here diſcover, what 
the different motions of nature and grace 
are in time of adverſity! Nature, becauſe 
it is weak, is dejected, contracted, and 
complains ; but the will ſupported with 
divine grace, is elevated, dilated, and of- 
ters itſelf, if God orders it ſo, to ſuffer 
{till more. Tho' there are preſented to 
the ſoul actions to be done which ſeem im- 
poſſible to it, yet notwithſtanding it under- 
rakes them with courage, being perſuaded 
that commonly that impoſſibility is alſo 
rather an effect of its fear than of its weak- 
neſs; and it experiences at laſt that, by 


the help of God, and the confidence it has 


in him, what ſermed proper to deject Wc - 
has ſerved only to fortify it. 
The two cows that were yoked to the 


wain which carried the ark of the God of 


{ſrael, tho they looked back, and expreſſed 
by their lowings, the pain they felt in be- 


ing ſeparated from their calves and paſtures; 


yet they went continually forward, by the 
motion which God gave them, without 
turning either to the right or left, till they 


arrived at the place where they were to be 


ſacrificed. So the repugnance of nature 
does not hinder the {ſervant of God from 
advancing in the way of virtue, nor dimi- 
niſh the merit of his ſacrifice : on the 
contrary he devotes himſelf to all the la- 
bours of an auſtere life, without liſtening 


to fleſh and blood, and thus offers himſelf 


to 
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to God, as a living hoſt, which is the - 


greateſt proof that can be given of the de- 
fire one has of pleaſing him; but he that 


is diſcouraged, and draws back in contra- 


dictions, clearly ſhews the ſmall h 
he has made in virtue. | 
God was pleaſed formerly to try in the 


deſart, by a journey of forty years, the 
fidelity of a nation which he had preferred 


to all others, and on which he had beſtowed 


abundant fryours* but becauſe, whenever 


they were in want of any, thing, they for- 


ſook their God, to ſerve ſtrange gods, God 
inceſſantly complains of the obſtinacy and 
ingratitude of his people. For the ſureſt 
mark of pure love, is in ſufferings to pre- 
ſerve the deſire of ſuffering; and to aſk, 
as our Saviour did, in the midi of defola- 
tion, for gall and vinegar. 

We muſt not here forget the extreme 
oppoſition which is found between Chriſt 
and the world, Chriſt always oppoſed the 


world, of which he deſpiſed the riches, re- | 


jected the pleaſures, and condemned the 
maxims ; and in order to diſengage our 
hearts from them, and to carry them to- 


wards heaven, he rendered the conqueſt of 


heaven eaſy to us, ſo far as to promiſe it 
to us for a cup of cold water. 
V. He took likewiſe ſo great a care not 


to retain any thing of the world, that he 


died naked, ſtript, deprived of all help, 


and left at the foot of his croſs the poor 
cloaths 
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cloaths which the world had furniſhed him 
with. On the other hand, the world which 
had reſolved to be revenged for our Savi- 
our's contempt, was not content till it ſaw 
that innocent lamb expire on the croſs; it 
refuſed him in that laſt hour a cup of wa- 
ter which he defired, and gave him gall 
and vinegar. But Chriſt received at his 
death that laſt token of the hatred of the 
world, with as great indifference, as he 
had had averſion and contempt in his life- 
time for every thing the world loves. Thus 
he died an enemy to the world, as he had 
lived; to teach us that we cannot make 
peace with the world at any time, without 
becoming an enemy to Chriſt, 
But that divine Saviour has alſo taught 
us by his example, that as he was devoured 
all his life with the zeal of God's houſe, 
and died in the actual thirſt after our falva- 
tion; ſo thoſe that will be ſaved muſt pro- 
portion their hope according to the care 
and deſire they have of their own ſalvation. 
VI. It is natural that the end for which 
we act ſhould be the principle and rule of 
the whole action. The wood which a ſta- 
tue is to be made of, is wrought in a dif- 
ferent manner from that whereof a chair is 
to be made; and the work is poliſhed with 
ſo much the greater care, as the recom- 
pence expected for it is the more certain. 
Now if this conduct be regularly obſerved 
in worldly affairs, becauſe it is conformable 


to 
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to right reaſon and our own intereſt, why 
is it not obſerved in the affair of eternal 
ſalvation? How can we deſire to be ſaved, 
and at the ſame time employ all our care, 
labour, and thoughts on every thing that 
muſt be our ruin? This diſorder, proceeds 
no doubt, from men either not deſiring 
their ſalvation, or deſiring it ſo weakly, 
that they do not regard it as the rule of 
their life, and the end of all their actions. 

| Thoſe therefore that deſire to be ſaved, 
ought not to hope ever to ſee that deſire 
accompliſhed, if it becomes not in them 
the r of their conduct. Chriſt has re- 
deemed us, by referring to our ſal vation 
all the actions of his lite, and all the ſuf- 
ferings of his death; and do we pretend to 
be ſaved in the general forgetfulneſs of 


our moſt eſſential duties? what blindneſs ! 
what fooliſh folly ! 


— 
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CO NTEMPIL AT ION 
On Chriſt, in his thirſt of our ſalvation. 


HO U ſuffereſt another thirſt, O my 
Saviour! than that which appears to 
the eyes of men; and that thirſt is not yet 
uenched : thou broughtelt it from heaven, 
was born, livedſt, diedſt, didſt rife again, 


and aſcendedſt into heaven with it: thou 


feeleſt 


358 Contemplation on XLIX. ſuffering. 
feeleſt it ſtill, and will do to the conſum- 
mation of ages: for it is the thirſt after 
the ſalvation of men, which will not be 
ſatisfied, till, after having heaped thy 
bleſſings upon them, thou ſeeſt them reign 
eternally with thee. O divine love! how 
doſt thou love to communicate thyſelf ! 
But what ſignifies it to thee whether I 
be ſaved or loft? Can 1 give thee any 
thing thou haſt not? What delight doſt 
thou find in remaining with the children 
of men, in poſſeſſing their ſouls, and in 
trans forming them into thee ? Thou com- 
plaineſt of my coldneſs, requireſt me to 
love thee, and annihilateſt thyſelf for 
gaining my love, ſo far as to forget thy 
own -majeſty. Thou deſireſt on one hand, 
that I ſhould look upon thee as a ſove- 
reign, infinite, and incomprehenſible be- 
ing; and on the other, thou abaſeſt thyſelt 
ſo far as to ſleek me, as if I were thy equal. 
Thou treateſt the ſoul that loves thee, with 
an ineffable familiarity ; thou complaineſt 
to it, and thou heareſt its complaints; thou 
tenderly embraceſt it, and permitteſt it to 
embrace thee likewiſe; thou entruſteſt it 
with thy ſecrets, and wouldſt have it en- 
truſt thee with its. If it departs from 
thee, thou calleſt it back; if it walks in 
darkneſs, thou enlighteneſt it; if it be 
ſorrowful, thou comforteſt it, and giveſt 
thyſelf to it with all. the goods thou poſ- 


ſeſſeſt. 
O divine 
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O divine love! thou requireſt nothin 
from thoſe that are thine, but their love. 
He that loves thee not, knows thee not ; 
and he that loves thee needs not aſk thee 
for any thing elſe. Thou art a conſuming, 
fire, O my God! that ſcekeſt only to ex- 
tend and communicate thyſelf; and it be- 
ing impoſſible to make us gods by nature, 
thou makeſt us ſuch by thy benefits. The 
tongue cannot exprels, the ear hear, nor 
the mind conceive, and nothing but love 

alone can experience, what thou haſt pre- 
_ pared for thoſe that love thee purely. Thy 
thirſt, which is a thirſt of love, cannot be 
quenched but by our love; and it will 
never be fully ſatisfied, till we poſſeſs the 

ſame happineſs whereby thou art happy. 
II. How many times, O my Saviour! 
have I offered thee gall and vinegar inſtead 
of the love I owed thee ? But why do not 
] love thee ? Why do not I love thee with 
all my heart? What do I find out of thee, 
that I can compare with thee ? Thou haſt 
created my ſoul capable of poſſeſſing thee ; 
and I ſeek out of thee ſuch things as may 
amuſe it, but cannot ſatisfy it. As thou 
haſt given it, in creating it, a hunger and 
thirſt after the ſupreme good, it cannot be 
ſatiated with the poſſeſſion of periſhable 
goods: they do but even provoke its hun- 
ger and thirſt; becauſe thou alone, O my 
God! canſt ſatisfy both. 

Re | Wretched 


*— 
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q Wretched that I am! I experience it 
| daily, and do not yet comprehend it. 
| Thou refuſeſt the gall and vinegar that 
were preſented to thee, and wouldſt like- 
| wiſe have refuſed any other liquor; becauſe 
| thy thirſt cannot be quenched but by my 
| falvation. Permit me to ſay it, O Lord! 
I experience ſome ſuch thing : I taſte un- 
profitably of the refreſhments which crea- 
tures preſent to me, find nothing but 
bitterneſs therein, and my thirſt is not 
quenched, becauſe it cannot be quenched 
| but by thee alone. 
| Forget, O my God ! the blindneſs 
| wherein I have lived: I come to thee, de- 
fire thee, and ſigh after thee; and acknow- 


; ledge that I cannot find the cure and repoſe 
| of my ſoul but in thee. I reſign to thee, 
| O Lord ! this foul which thou loveſt ſo 


tenderly ; let not the piteous ſtate in which 
thou ſeeſt it hinder thee from receiving it. 
I will no longer love any thing but thee 
alone, and for ever renounce all other love. 
Grant, O Lord! that out of thee I may 
find nothing but diſguſt, bitterneſs, and 
affliction of ſpirit ; that I may be in the 
happy neceſſity of deſiring, loving, and re- 
liſhing nothing but thee alone. | 
II. Even as the heart thirſteth after the 
fountains of waters, ſo doth my ſoul, diſguſt- 
| ed of the world and itſelf, thirſt after thee, 
| O God! who alone canſt quench the thirſt 
wWherewith it burns. When ſhall I come and 


appear 
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appear before the face of God? When ſhall J 


behold the beauty of thy countenance ? 
I ſeek thee on every ſide, and till I find 
thee, I maintain myſelf only with tears: 
they have been my bread day and night, fince 
my interior began to ſigh after thee, O 
thou life of my foul! O my treaſure and 
beatitude ! in à deſart land, inacceſſible, and 


without water, my ſoul ſeeks thee, with an 


earneſt deſire of ſeeing thy ſtrength and iy 
glory (Pf. xli. Ixii.). 

Delay not to grant me this happineſs, 

O divine love! be not revenged for the 

all and vinegar I preſented to thee in thy 
thirſt, by letting me ſuffer long that which 
I have of poſſeſſing thee. Puniſh me not 
for my paſt ingratitudes, by hiding thy 
countenance. from me, the ſight of which 
alone can render me happy. I am un- 
worthy thereof, I own; but if I do not 
deſerve thou ſhouldſt ſatisfy my deſires, 
ſatisfy thy own, O Lord! inflame me with 
thy love, and transform me entirely into 
thee. 

But delay not, O thou only hope of my 
ſoul ! for when I once poſſeſs thee, and 
when thou haſt purified my heart, I ſhall 
be wholly thine, and thou ſhalt be wholly 
mine. Then ſhall I no longer have our ht 
but diſguſt for every thing that is not my 
God ; and ſhall without difficulty part with 
every thing elſe, out of the joy I ſhall 
feel in being thine. Then my ſoul ſhall 
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be enlarged, I ſhall have every thing, and 
ſhall be able to do every thing; every thing 
ſhall conduct me, and every thing ſhall 
unite me to thee. 

Thou knoweſt I cannot give thee my 
whole heart, nor quench the thirſt thou 
burneſt with, if thou thyſelf doſt not give 
me that living water, which alone can 
quench thy thirſt. Thou haſt promiſed it, 
O Lord! to all thoſe that ſhall aſk thee 
for it with faith and love; but thou muſt 
give me that faith alſo and love, that I may 
be indebted to thee for every thing. 

TI love thee, O my God! I believe thou 
canſt give me all the goods I deſire; my 
heart begs them of thee, and invokes thee 
with all its ſtrength, O fountain of living 
water | make a river of thoſe waters which 
fly up to thee flow into this heart. Let all 
my deſires tend towards thee, and my love 
ſeek nothing but thee. When will the 
time come, wherein I ſhall only live for 
thee, O my true life! When ſhall I leave 
all things to poſſeſs thee, O treaſure of 
eternal goods! When ſhall I attain to the 
happinefs of ſeeing thee, O my en, 
happineſs | 


O moſt pure mother of God ! I conjure 
you by the pain you felt, in ſeeing gall and 
vinegar preſented to your wel- beloved ſon, 
to obtain me a thirſt after Juſtice, and thoſe 
living waters which alone are capable of 


. quenching 
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quenching my thirſt. O ſaints of heaven! 
ye who ſwim in a river of peace, and ccaſe 
not to burn with love; ye have an ardent 
thirſt after the Aae of ſouls lamenting 
in this baniſhment; procure us what ye 
defire we might have, that we may with 
you eternally bleſs the author of all our 


happineſs. Amen. 
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CONTEMPLATION 


On Chriſt having gall and vinegar preſented 
to him. 


WI 0 my Saviour! is there 


nothing but what thou wilt ſuffer 
for the cure of my evils ! Thou art thirſty, 
and they bring thee gall and vinegar. The 
only comfort thou ſeekeſt is to accompliſh 
what was foretold of thee ; that 22 by Ihirſt 
they gave thee vinegar to drink (Pſal. Ixviii. 
22.) Thy love brings to thy mind the re- 


membrance of this prophecy : ; *tis it that 


urges thee to declare it, in order to giv 
occaſion to thy enemies of making thee 
ſuffer a new torment. That fire does not 
abate, O God of love! it is inſatiable ; 
and it continually ſeeks freſh matter to 
conſume. 

O Jeſus, thou happineſs and glory of 


my ſoul! thou well knoweſt why thou did! 
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10; thou kneweſt at that time how badly I 
ſhould correſpond to the ardour of thy 
love, how negligent I ſhould be in thy ſer- 
vice, careleſs in pleaſing thee, contrary to 
thy will, diſguſted with thy maxims, re- 
bellious to thy inſpirations, inſenſible of 
thy benefits, faithleſs in my promiſes, and 
inconſtant in my reſolutions. Thou madeſt 
_ a laſt effort for overcoming my obduracy 
and yet always full of love and eſteem tor 
myſelf, always intent on ſeeking my own 
conveniencies, always earneſt in ſatisfying 
my paſſions, and always tied to the fleſh 
and the world, I think on nothing but my 
own deſtruction, whilſt thou thinkeſt only 
on my ſalvation ! 

'Thou art wholly poſſeſt with the care of 
my ſalvation, and I rather chuſe to follow 
tne inclination which draws me towards the 
precipice, than allow myſelf to be con- 
ducted by thy love. O earthly man that 
I am! When wilt thou break, O my only 
deliverer! the chains of my ſelf. love? 
When wilt thou draw me by thoſe of thy 
love? May that happy moment come ſoon, 
8 Jeſus, my repoſe, my liberty, and my 
ite. 

II. But how can it be, O inexhauſtible 
fource of all goods that thou findeſt no- 
thing 1n thy thirſt but a bitter drink, more 
capable of tearing thy bowels, than of re- 
freſhing thee ! Do che angels that mi- 
niſtred to chee in the deſart no longer know . 

thee ? 
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_ thee? or if they know thee, why do the 
ſaffer vinegar to be given thee to drink ? 
Wilt thou "therefore be poor, fo far as to 
want a cup of water, in thy extreme need 
of it, thou who art the maſter and ſove- 
reign Lord of the univerſe ? Is it thus that 
the world treats thee? It is indebted to 
thee for all it has, and for all it is, and 
dares it refuſe thce what it refuſes not to 
the meaneſt animals! 

May all creatures praiſe thee, O my God! 
May all the works of thy love bleſs thee 
eternally! Behold the world which takes 
revenge of thee; thou never didſt taſte its 
pleaſures ; thou deſpiſedſt its honours and 
riches ; haſt condemned what it approves, 
and approved what it condemns; and 
wouldſt never have any peace with it: and 
now when thou needeſt its help, it treats 
thee in the ſame manner. Before thou art 
nailed to the croſs, it gives thee myrrh 
with gall ; and when thou art ready to ex- 
pire, it preſents vinegar to thee. Thus, 
in dying, thou ſeeleſt the cruelty of the 
world, which thou haſt hated all thy lite. 

III. For it is true, O my Saviour! that 
thou haſt always been an enemy to the 
world, and haſt never had any commerce 
with it, either in thy birth, during thy 
life, or at thy death. I am therefore very 
blind and miſerable, for having loved, 
ſerved, and pleaſed it; and for having con- 
ſecrated the beſt part of my life to it. It 
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has corrupted my mind and heart, depra- 
ved my judgment and taſte, and has made 
me eſteem bitter things ſweet, and ſweet 


things bitter; it has given me a diſtaſte of 


virtue and ſpiritual things, ſo far as to 
make me abandon thy converſation by the 
falſe pleaſures wherewith it has intoxicated 
me. O infinite mercy! how many ſins 
doſt thou behold in me to pardon ! I ought 
to bleis thee continually, O my God |! that 
the earth does not open and ſwallow me 
up, that the devils do not come from hell 
to drag me thither, and that all creatures 
do not arm themſelves againſt me, to re- 
venge thee of a faithleſs fervant that has 
preferred falſnood to truth, death to life, 
and a world full of miſeries and thy mortal 
enemy, to thyſelf, O thou ſalvation and 
happineſs of my ſoul! 

[ clearly ſee, O maſter of eternal truth 
that by taſting that gall and vinegar with- 
out drinking it, thou condemneſt my diſ- 
orderly affections, and teacheſt me thereby, 
how bitter what the world offers us ſeems 
to thoſe that have once taſted thy ſweet- 
neſs. If thou art, O my Jeſus! as I can- 
not doubt of it, goodneſs and ſweetneſs it- 
felt, how can I find any thing agreeable 
where thou art not? Correct in me, O 
Lord ! this bad taſte, and heal the evils 
that occaſion it, that for the future the 
world may ſeem as bitter to me as to 


thee. 


I conjure 
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I conjure thee, O my God! by that mor- 
tal thirſt which thou enduredſt ; by the 
gall, myrrh, and vinegar which they pre- 
ſented to thee, to root out of my heart, 
the love and reliſh of the world. May this 
corrupt world be crucified to me, and may I 
be crucified to it. May there never be peace 
between it and me: may I regard it as the 
poiſon of my ſoul, and may it treat me as 
its declared enemy. | 

Thou wilt take that bitter draught, that 
thoſe bowels of mercy, which the whips 
and nails could not reach, may not be ex- 
empt from torment; and that there may 
be nothing 1n thee but what ſuffers for me. 
Accompliſh then, O Lord! the work of 
thy love; work in me fo great a change, 
that I may no longer reliſh any thing but 
thee alone; that I may eſteem and love no- 
thing but thee alone ; and that out of thee, 
every thing may ſeem bitter and inſuppor- 
table to me: for thou art the true repoſe, 
the perfect ſweetneſs, the ſovereign good, 
and the eternal happineſs of my ſoul. 

IV. Tho' I were ſo happy, O my Savi- 
our! as to find no pleaſure but in thy love 
and ſervice, ought it to be aſtoniſning; af- 
ter having ſeen thee, in the midſt of thy pains, 
take ſo bitter a potion ; and ſay afterwards, 
as if thou hadſt quenched thy thirit, by ſome 
agreeable and refreſhing liquor, I am con- 
tent: all is conſummated; I can now return 
to my father; becauſe my thirſt of ſuffer- 
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ing for the ſalvation of mankind, is ſatis- 
fied at laſt? Were it not more reaſonable. 
to be aſtoniſhed at the extreme inſenſibility 
of thee wherein I have lived, O my God | 
and of every thing that regards thy ſer- 
vice? Fer, why do not I make my whole 
joy conſiſt in loving thee, and ſuffering for 
thee; ſince thou placeſt all thine in ſuffer- 
ing for me? | | 

I adore that charitable heart, I bleſs thoſe 
paternal bowels, I give thee, O Jeſus ! 
infinite thanks for the pleaſure thou hadſt 
in doing me good. May that moſt pure 
and gencrous love, which burns in thy 
heart, melt the ice of mine; may it de- 
ſtroy my remiſſneſs, render me a perfect 
imitator of thy virtues, and inſpire me 
with a faithful, conſtant, and inviolable 
attachment to thy will in all things. 


K E 
L. SUFFERING of CHRIST. 


His agony and death. 
HRIST lived on earth thirty three 


years and three months, reckoning 
from his birth; and thirty four whole 
years, reckoning from his conception; and 
he lived all that time in continual ſuffer- 
ings. 
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ings. He ſpent the time of his infancy in 
a foreign land, far from his native country 
and relations. in order to avoid Herod's 
perſecution. From his infancy to the age 
of thirty years, his moſt ordinary occupa- 
tion was to pray to his father for the ſalva- 
tion of ſinners, to obey Joſeph and Mary, 
and to practiſe the — excellent virtues 
in obſcurity and retirement. He employed 
the three laſt years of his life, in preach- 
ing the evangelic faith, in working mira- 
cles, and in heaping benefits on men. 

Theſe three parts of our Saviour's life, 
like great rivers, aſter having carried plenty 
and fertility every where, ended at laſt in 
his paſſion, as in an immenſe ocean of all 
manner of bleſſings. His life was ſhort, 
if we count the years thereof, ſince he died | 
in the flower of his age; but we may ſay 
it was very long, if we conſider every thing 
he did. He fully accompliſhed the work 
for which he came, ſatisfied for all the fins 
of the world, reconciled men to God, leit 
us admirable examples of all virtues, ac- 
quired us infinite merits, and obtained of 
his father all he deſired. 

II. He never ſpared his body nor life, be- 
came like ſinners in all things, ſin excepted. 
For that purpoſe he concealed the glory of 
his bleſſed ſoul, and the majeſty of his di- 
vine perſon. He abandoned himſelf to 
the fury of his enemies, and ſuffered all the 
torments they inflicted on him. IIe ſacri- 
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ficed for our remedy every thing he had 
received front our nature, that is, his fleſh, 
his blood, his ſtrength, all his actions, and 
all his thoughts. He had nothing remain- 
ing but life; but a life which in appearance 
ought not to have ended, that we might 
have had him, always living amongſt us, 
who had given us ſuch reſplendent marks 
of his infinite love. 

It is true 11 is decreed for men to die once 
(Heb. ix. 27.) ; but ought that decree to 
extend to him who is the true life? yet he 
choſe rather to ſuffer death, than to et 
bounds to his love, and not to give, for 
the ſalvation of men, the thing in the 
world which men moſt eſteem. 

He could not die by ſickneſs, becauſe he 
had a perfect complexion, and conſequently 
incapable of any diſorder of humours. 
Neither could he periſh by any unforeſeen 
accident : for as thoſe ſort of accidents un- 
foreſeen in regard of men are always fore- 
feen and ordained by God, it might have 
been faid that our Saviour had procured his 
own death; which could not agree with 
him who was the author of life, and who 
was to be for us, in all his actions, a per- 
fect model of the moſt excellent virtues. 
It was neceſſary therefore that he ſhould 
expire in the midſt of torments, in order 
to teſtify: more love to us, to acquire us an 

unmenſe treaſure of merits, and abun- 
TT dantly 
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dantly to ſatisfy his eternal father, for the 
fins of all men. 

III. Thus, after having fatisfied his love 
towards men, and fully accompliſhed the 
will of his father, he delivered himſelf up 
to the power of death. He had already 
loſt almoſt all his blood, was weakened by 
the torments he had endured ; his breaſt 
was contracted, his breath became difficult, 
and as he did not lie on a bed, but was 
ſuſpended in the air, upon nails. which 
tore his feet and hands, and not having a 
fingle moment's reſt, his pains were much 
greater than all that men commonly ſuffer 
in their agony. For the violence of the 
pain leſſens in us by degrees at the approach 
of death, and we ceaſe to feel in propor- 
tion as we ceaſe to know: but our Savi- 
our had always a ſound judgment to the 
laſt breath, and did not ceaſe to ſuffer till 
he ceaſed to live. 

Then his head hung down; his eyes, 
which had been the conſolation of all the 
afflicted, began to cloſe; his lips, from 
whence proceeded the words of eternal 
life, turned cold and pale. But that he 

might ſhew the world he died, becauſe he 
was 5 pleaſed lo to do; that he gave his life; 
and that they did not take it from him 
againſt his will; in order to teach us to 
die well, after having taught us to live 
well, at the time when other men loſe their 
ſpeech, fortified by his own power, he 

| | ited; 
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| lifted up his head, opened his eyes, fixed 
them on heaven, and cried out with a loud 
voice, ſaying : father, into thy hands I com- 
mend my ſpirit, Afterwards he bowed down 
his head, as a mark of his perfect ſubmil- . 
fon, and opened his mouth to give up his 
laſt breath. | 
Thus died the author of life, the re- 
deemer of mankind, the ſon of the living 
God, the prince of peace, the father of the 
wands to come, our comforter, our friend, 
our ſhepherd, our model, and our only 
hope. And thus he died, to teach us by 
his dearh to die holly, that is, to die, in 
{ſubmitting ourſelves ſincerely to the divine 
will, and in meekly reſtoring, into the 

hands of our creator, the {oul he gave us. 
IV. Some holy fathers diſcourſing one 
day together, upon the beſt manner of pre- 
paring for that laſt paſſage, each of them 
propoſed that which the holy ghoſt ſhould 
tuggeſt to him. One ſaid he knew no bet- 
ter preparation ſor death than a ſincere con- 
trition. Another, that it was requiſite 
above all things to be aſſiſted with the ſa- 
craments of the church. The third gave 
the preference to pure prayer and union 
with God. The fourth recommended no- 
thing ſo much as to implore the help of 
the ſaints. And the laſt affirmed, that in 
order to die well, he deſired nothing but 
an entire conformity to the divine will. It 
was with great reaſon he ſpoke thus: od 
that 
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that diſpoſition includes all others; it ren- 
ders contrition perfect, prepares the ſoul 
for receiving the virtues of the ſacraments 
plentitully, elevates and unites the heart to 
God with greater purity, and gains us the 
* of the ſaints. 

But moreover, it humbles the mind of 
man, fortifies his faith, ſupports his hope, 
perfects his charity, makes him diffident 
of himſelf, and cauſes him to put all his 


e, in God. It alſo diminiſhes the 


terrors of death, by taking from us that 
ſervile fear which ariſes from ſelf- love, and 
occaſions us ſo much trouble in that laſt 
moment. For he that reſigns himſelf en- 
tirely to God, defires nothing more, and 
ſeeks nothing but the execution of the di- 
vine will, He renounces every thing that 
he has ever loved againſt God or beſides 
God : his only fear in that moſt dreadful 
hour is, leſt there ſhould be any thing be- 
tween God and him; becauſe he loves no- 
thing but the ſupreme goodneſs. He caſts 
himſelf into that immenſe ocean of mercy, 
and thinks on nothing but being caſt into 
the arms of Chriſt, in whom alone he can 
find his true life. 

Thus a loving reſignation of ourſelves 
into the hands of God, joined to a lively 
faith, and a humble confidence of our Sa- 
viour's merits, contains what is neceſſary a 
for dying holily: and this diſpoſition is 
wholly included in the words of Chriſt * 

1g 
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his death: father, into thy hands I commend 
my ſpirit, For this word, father, is a word 
of love and tenderneſs; I commend, is a. 
word of confidence and reſignation ; my 
ſpirit, that is, my ſoul, my life, and con- 
ſequently every thing I have moſt dear; 
into thy hands, into thoſe divine hands which 
faith teaches me are full of mercy, which 
can ſupply all my detects, and make me 
deſerve the bleſſings they offer me. 

From whence we may alio conclude; 
that thoſe who out of duty or charity, aſ- 
ſift their neighbour at death, can do no- 
thing better, than exhort him after an ex- 
act confeſſion of his ſins, to forget him- 
ſelf, and neither to think on the puniſh- 
ments he has deſerved, nor the ſtate where- 
in he ſhall be found after death; but to 
reſign himſelf to God with all his heart, 
as to health or ſickneſs, as to life or death, 
and as to time or eternity, without deſiring 
any thing elſe ; but that the divine majeſty 
may be glorified, after ſuch a manner as 
he pleaſes in his creature. There is no- 
better means of dying chriſtianly, and of 
fecuring our eternal ſalvation. 

V. When our Saviour had expired, the 
fun recovered its priſtine luſtre, the hea- 
vens became ſerene, and there happened 
many other things which clearly ſhewed 
that he who had died, was not an ordinary 
man. The ark of the covenant» and the 


tables of the law were kept in the temple 
ot 
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of Jeruſalem. The place wherein they were 
put was covered with a veil, and no per- 
ſon entered therein but the high- prieſt, and 
even he did it but with a great many cere- 
monies. The veil of the temple denoted. 
that what was contained in the law of Mo- 
ſes, had been till then veiled, obſcure, 
myſterious, and was but the figure of the 
true Meffias, and of the new law. But in 
order to make us comprehend that the fi- 
gures were accompliſhed, that the truth 
was diſcovered, and that the time was 
come, wherein Chriſt was to be adored by 
all nations; when he died on the croſs, 
the veil of the temple was rent in two, from 
the top even to the bottom; and what had 
been hidden for ſo many ages, was then 
expoſed to the eyes of the whole world. 
There ended the law of fear, which did but 
make flaves ; and then was confirmed the 
law of love, which was for the children. 

VI. The centurion, who with a troup 
of ſoldiers' guarded our Saviour, having 
heard the loud cry he ſent forth at his 
death, and which appeared, above human 
ſtrength, openly confeſſed the divinity of 
Chriſt, ſaying: he was indeed the ſon of 
God (Matt. xxvil. 51, 54.). Many even 
of thoſe that had loaded him with affronts 
and maledictions, ſeeing the earth quake, 
the ſun darkned, and our Saviour cry out 
with greater force, than if he had been in 
perfect health ; returned knocking their breaſts, 

| (Luke 
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(Luke xxiii. 48.) touched with regret for 
their fault. They then called to mind the 
remembrance of his miracles ; praiſed his 
doctrine ; blamed the cruelty and injuſtice _ 
of thoſe that had put him to death ; wiſhed 
for his preſence and converſation, which 
had ſeemed ſo {ſweet to them; acknow- 
ledged the innocence of that unſpotted 
lamb; the virtue of his blood began to 
ſoften their hearts; and they judged him 
more holy than the prieſts and Phariſees, 
who, by a falſe zeal of religion, had deli- 
vered him up unto death. 

O ye imitators of the crucified Jeſus |! 
ſupport with conſtancy the honour of your 
maſter ; and ſhew to the whole world, and 
to your perſecutors, that by carrying the. 
croſs for his love, ye triumph with him 
over your own enemies and his, 


ü 
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CONTEMPLATION 
On Chriſt dying. 


Good ſhepherd! now is the hour, 
when, according to thy word, thou 

art to /ay down thy hfe for thy ſheep. Thou 
haſt alſo ſaid, that greater love than this no 
one hath, that a man lay down his life for his 
friends, but is it neceſſary theretore that 
thou ſhouldſt die? Live, O thou true 
| | friend 
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friend of my ſoul ! thou haſt already given 
me too certain proofs of thy love; and I 
am very well perſuaded and convinced 
thereof. (Jobn x. 15. xv. 13.) | 

But how comes it that death preſumes 
to approach to thee, who art the fountain 

of life? How canſt thou depart from this 
world, and leave me in it ? How can I re- 
main therein without thee, O my only con- 
ſolation ? 

If thou art reſolved to ſuffer the agony 
of death, and to maintain that laſt com- 
bat, then deſcend from the croſs, come 
into my arms, where thou ſhalt die more 
ſweetly : I ought alſo to bid thee adieu, by 
embracing thee for the laſt time; and thou 
oughteſt to give me thy bleſſing, before 
thou leaveſt me. Then thou ſhalt either 
carry my heart with thee, or elſe leave thy 
ſpirit with me. I will cloſe thy eyes, and 
will die for love of thee, after having ſeen 
thee die for love of me. 

The pains thou endureſt in that ſtate, O 
my God! are exceſſive. Thy body be- 
come heavy by its own weakneſs, ſupports 
itſelf only upon the nails which faſten it to 
the croſs. The wounds of thy hands and 
feet are enlarged, and augment thy pains 
every moment. Why doſt thou not at 
leaſt take a little repoſe ? Why doſt thou 
not take thy breath ſome time before thou 

dieſt? Wilt thou then be tormented with- 
out intermiſſion, until thy laſt gaſp? O 
| _ conſtant 
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conſtant love! O invincible patience ! O 
incredible perſeverance ! _ | 

IT. What a noble example doſt thou 
give me, O my Saviour! I will follow it 
from henceforth, and remain cloſe to the 
foot of the croſs, there to bewail, in the 
bitterneſs of my ſoul, both for thy death, 
and my ſins which have been the cauſe of 
it. But I know not, O moſt holy foul of 
Jeſus ! whether I ought to deſire thee to 
depart quickly out of thy body, or to re- 
main ſtill therein. If thou departeſt from 
It, thou takeſt away my life; and if thou 
remaineſt in it, thou cruelly tormenteſt 
that innocent lamb. Tranſport into me all 
the pains which it ſuffers, and do after- 
wards what thou pleaſeſt. | | 

O charitable father! who haſt adopted 
me by ſuch great labours, ſay for an adieu 
to my ſoul ſome word of life, the remem- 
brance of which it may never loſe. Give 
me thy bleſſing, fince thou wilt depart 
from me. | 

O Jeſus, thou love of my ſoul! is it 
poſſible the light of my eyes ſhould not 
abandon me? how can I fee without dying, 
that body become cold by the approach of 
death ? Since thou haſt not the ſtrength to 
hold up thy head, but boweſt it down to- 
wards me, open thy eyes once more, and 
look upon me with mercy, Penetrate my 
heart with the ſweet light which proceeds 
from thoſe dying eyes, and fill it with thy 

love. 


Contemplation on L. ſuffering. 379 
love. For how can I live, after having 
ſeen thee die, if thou leaveſt me not th 
love, to comfort me for thy death! _ 

III. O merciful father! O amiable ſpouſe 
of my foul! O faithful companion of its 
pains! if I be without thee, I ſhall be 
without a father, without a friend, without 
a maſter, without a ſpouſe, and without a 
comforter. Thou wilt then die, O my 
Saviour! and I cannot oppoſe what thou 
willeſt: at leaſt abandon me not by dying, 
ſince thou dieſt for me. But if thou dieſt 
for me, if it be the love thou beareſt this 
miſerable ſinner, which reduces thee to the 
mortal agony wherein I ſee thee, canft 
thou, O Lord! refuſe me, in this laſt mo- 
ment, what I ſhall beg of thee ? 

Thou haſt already made thy will; thou 
remitteſt thy ſoul into the hands of thy fa- 
ther; leaveſt thy body in the grave; car- 
rieſt thy riches along with thee ; and haſt 
nothing more to give but thy croſs. Leave 
me that croſs, O my Lord and my father ! 
let it be my portion, and a certain token 
of thy love. I receive it, embrace it, will 
live upon it, and die faſtened thereto. 

Pardon me, O my God! all the fins I 
have committed. After having done, ſuf- 
fered, and prayed ſo much for me during 
thy life, wilt thou refuſe me at thy death 
the pardon I beg of thee ? I confeſs in thy 
preſence, O Lord! at the foot of thy croſs, 


and in the ſight of thy blood; that as an 


unnatural 
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unnatural child, I have ſinned againſt thee, 
O father full of all goodneſs ! as a faithleſs 
ſervant, I have ſerved thee ill, O thou beſt of 
all maſters ! and as a negligent and ungrate- 
ful friend, I have abandoned thee, O thou 
true friend of my foul ! 
Look upon me in this moment when 
thou art going to leave me, and hear the 
prayer I make thee. I beg thy croſs of 
thee, O my Saviour! to comfort me in 
thy abſence ; thy love, to ſigh continually 
after thee; and a fountain of tears, to weep 
night and day for the misfortune of having 
offended thee. Yes, O my God! thy crols, 
thy love, and my tears, muſt be, in the 
ſhort time that remains for me to live, the 
common food of my ſoul. 
Ah, my Jeſus! I behold the paleneſs of 
death in thy face, thy eyes are become dim, 
thy ſoul is on thy lips, thou expireſt. 
Here it is, O my ſoul ! that being wholly 
intent on the moment of the death of thy 
Saviour and ſpouſe, thou oughteſt to em- 
brace him tenderly, to receive his. laſt 
breath, to remain united to him, and ab- 
ſorbed in him. If words are wanting with 
thee, be not afflicted thereat; it is no longer 
time to ſpeak, keep filence, enter into a 
profound recollection, and content thyſelf 
with ſaying : O my Saviour! O my Jeſus'! 
O my love! either let me die with thee, 
or live in me for ever. | 
IV, De- 
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IV. Depart then, O ſweet Jeſus : ſince 
thou wilt: depart, my only hope! reſt thy- 
ſelf after ſo many labours, and finiſh the 
time of thy exile. . Depart, and give to 
the good thief what thou haſt promiſed 
him: receiveshis ſoul, as the firſt fruits of 
the product of thy croſs, as the pledge of 
the ſalvation of mankind ; and let him take 
poſſeſſion of thy Kingdom in the name of 
all ſinners. 

Deſcend into hell, O divine comforter ! 

break the gates of thoſe obſcure dens, en- 
lighten the darkneſs thereof, ſhew thyſelf 
to thoſe holy ſouls, who have ſighed after 
thee for lo many ages, ſatisfy their deſires, 
and render them happy by thy preſence. 
Return afterwards to thy father chat calls 
thee; deſtroy by thy death the fears of 
ours, let it become ſweet to us, ſince it is 
thereby that we muſt come to thee. 
Depart, O king of glory! open that 
way till now ſhut up, unknown and inac- 
ceſſible to all men; but delay not thy re- 
turn, haſten thy reſurrection, ſhorten the 
time of the three days and three nights 
which thou art to remain in the heart of the 
earth, That haſte ſhall be a new proof of 
thy love, and ſhall not prejudice the truth 
of thy words. 


Conſider the extreme ſorrow wherein 4 | 


leaveſt me by thy departure, the hope and 
deſire I have of ſeeing thee glorious, im- 
paſſible, immortal, wholly reſplendent with 
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light and majeſty. Riſe again therefore, O 


Lord! by returning to life, thou wilt re- 
ſtore it to my ſoul, it will revive with thee, 


in order to poſſeſs thee and be poſſeſſed by 
thee, to be abſorbed and transformed into 


| thee, O my Jeſus, my love, and my ſove- 


reign happinels ! 


E/ // i ann / deat or oe RS e4 
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CONTEMPLATION 


On the eternal father, concerning theſe æwords 


of our Saviour : father, into thy hands I 
commend my ſpirit. 


Eternal father! father of mercies, and 
God of all conſolation, acknowledge 


the voice of my Saviour, hearken to the 


laſt words of thy ſon. He has pronounced 
them for me, and he pronounced them at 
his death, that I might never loſe the re- 


membrance of them, that they might re- 
main engraven 1n the bottom of my heart, 


that I might pronounce them at the hour 


of my death, and that thou mayſt receive 
my ſpirit, as thou didſt receive his. 

How conformable are theſe words to 
thoſe he pronounced in his infancy : he 


ſaid then: did you not know, that I muſt be 


employed about the things that are my fa- 
ther's ? (Luke ii. 49.) He was obedient 


unto death, had thy will continually before 
his 
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his eyes, and alſo reſigned himſelf to it at 
his death. That obedience is the ſource of 
my happineſs : thoſe words are my riches, 
my light, my conſolation, and my cure; 
becauſe by ſeeing my Saviour thus remit 
his ſpirit into thy hands, I diſcover that 
thoſe hands are full of grace and mercy ; 
that it is to them I ought to have recourſe 
in all my neceſſities, pains, and dangers ; 
and that I ſhall find in them every thing 
that 1s neceſſary tor me. That divine ma- 
ſter has told us, that cohere he 70, there ſhall 

bis ſervant be. Is it not for that reaſon he 
throws himſeif into thy hands, O eternal 
father! that we may throw ourſelves there- 
in aſter him, ſeek him there, and find him 
tacre ? 

II. If thoſe powerful hands reſtrain me 
not, O my God ! if they ſuffer me to wan- 
der among creatures, what ſhall become of 

me ? I ſhall be milerable, abandoned, a 
vagabond, and always in danger of loſing 
myſelf. | But if they protect me, if they 


ſupport me, I ſhali fear nothing, and no- 


thing ſhall be wanting to me. Hear then, 
O heaveniy father! the words of thy ſon. 
Receive me by him, and with him, into 
thy divine hands. I know how unwor- 
thy Jam thereof, but I allo know very 
well that he has acquired me by his obedi- 
ence and death, what I cannot merit of 
myſelf. Thus I preſume after him, O my 
tather and Lord ! to commend my 1 0 

oul, 
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ſoul, body, ſenſes, and powers into thy 
hands. I put my ſins alſo into them, that 
thou mayſt pardon me them; my wounds, 
that thou mayſt heal them; my blind- 
neſs, that thou mayſt enlighten it ; and my 
tepidity, that thou mayſt inflame it. 

I throw myſelf entirely into them, ſuch 
as I am and ſuch as thou knoweſt me, that 
is, weak, inconſtant, poor, naked, depri- 
ved of all good, capable of all evil, and 
more miſerable {till a thouſand times than 
I can imagine. I caſt into them my 
thoughts, views, deſigns, affections, con- 
folations, and pains, all I am, all I have, 
all I hope for, all I fear, and all that can 
befal me. 

keceive me into thy hands, by thoſe of thy 
ſon. May thoſe divine hands conduct me 
according to thy holy will; may they refer 
to thy glory all that is in me; may I ac- 
knowledge thoſe hands in every thing I 
ſee, and in every thing I ſuffer; may I kiſs 
them, and adore them, even when they 
ſtrike me; may I retire therein, dwell 
therein, and repoſe therein. 

III. O divine hands! that created hea- 
ven and eas th for me, and created me for 
you, permit me never to depart from your 
conduct. In you it is 1 ſhall find my Sa- 
viour's ſpirit, and conſequently my repoſe, 
my happineſs, and my true life. But ſince 
it is by thoſe hands I ſubſiſt, O my God! 


and ſince they have given me being, may 
I expect 


| 
t 
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1 expect and receive alſo from them all my 


goods on earth, and may they crown me 


at laſt in heaven. 


O beautiful croſs, ennobled by the blood 


and death of my Saviour! more brilliant 
than the ſtars of heaven, and more preci- 
ous than all earthly riches, thou art the 
end of his labours and baniſnment, the be- 
ginning of his glory, his field of battle, 
the trophy of his victory, and the chariot 
of his triumph. But thou art alſo my por- 
tion, inheritance, and the ſucceſſion which 
the Lord has left me. He died in thy arms 
poor, naked, deprived of all, and content 
with poſſeſſing thee alone. | 

I reverence thee, O precious croſs ! Iem- 
brace thee, and regard thee as my treaſure 
and only relief. Thou art the ſupport of 
my weakneſs, the terror of my enemies, 
znd the foundation of my hopes. The 
heavens already acknowledge thee, the 
world reveres thee, hell fears thee, and the 


devil knows that he who has expired on 


thee, is the true ſon of God, Thou art 
my crown, my glory, and my riches; and 


all the goods I poſſeſs and expect, come to 


me by thee, 

Thou art no longer what thou waſt for- 
merly ; thou haſt loſt thy ancient rigour, 
art become a light burthen, an agreeable 
yoke, a ſource of glory, and the azilum, 
ſtrength, and repole of all thoſe that throw 
themſelves into thy arms. I reverence thee, 
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be ſuffering. 


O tree of life! I reverence thee, O ſource 


of wiſdom ! I reverence thee, O furnace of 
love! Receive me into thy arms, ſupport 
me, and ſanctify me. May he that died 
on thee for love of me, that has redeerged 


me by thee, alſo receive me by thee, 


0 neſt holy mother of God | Queen 
of angels, ſtar of the ſea, and refuge of 


' finners ! you who with an extreme pain be- 


held bim die to whom you gave life, and 
who expect with a firm faith, and certain 
hope, the moment of his reſurrection; 
obtain that I may be crucified with him; 
that he may receive me into the number of 
his ſervants ; and that I may die, live, and 
reign with him. O ye ſaints of heaven! 
who this day contemplate on that divine, 
glorious, impaſſible, and immortal lamb, 
and who poſſeſs him with aſſurance never 
to loſe him, look down upon me, have 
compaſſion on this poor and exiled perſon, 
obtain me the grace of being crucified on 


' Garth with Chriſt, and of being crowned 


* . 


by him in heaven. Amen. 
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